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Bobby Crawford ‘Who Ran $2,000,000 
Into a Shoestring Takes Bkptcy. Bath 


Help Wanted—Wow! 


Singles, doubles, especially com- 
edy and novelty turns suitable for 
broadcasting, are sought by Nate 
| Tufts of the Ruthrauff & Ryan ad- 


. roc @ “ran , e save ad 4 = 
ford was currently unemployed, g | vertising agency in New York. He's 
|the booker for the Rinso-Spry 


his liabilities as $453,365 and assets, 
$250. Latter consisted of clothes, etc. | natalie deany sn MEY Untee 
. for - 4 y 
page dine - oe range tog ane ice! mornings at 11:30 starting this week. 
; > hinp | It’s the best offer the ‘Palace beach’ 
production, ‘Separate Rooms,’ which has Saal take eammaeie: 


he’s billed as ‘presenting.’ 
In the latter 20’s Crawford had 
spectacular success in the music} PORTABLE SETS 
N. ¥. YANKS 


business. His firm, DeSylva, Brown 





Bobby Crawford, the former music 
publisher who has been described by 
Broadway wags as the fellow who 
ran $2,000,000 down to a shoestring, 
last week filed a petition in bank- 
ruptcy with the N. Y. federal court. 
The petition, which stated that Craw- 











& Henderson, accounted for one 
smash song hit after another. In 1929 
he, Max Dreyfus and others or- 
ganized a syndicate of publishing 
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It’s Gobs of Fun for Gobs 


| eyeing again the possibilities of slap- 
|stick comics, either singly or in pairs, 


PES Le De ay ates 





But Their Trained White | 
Mice Panic the Theatres: 


eee 


Remick, Harms, Inc., T. B. Harms, 
Shubert Music Corp., Famous Music 
Corp. and New World Music Corp., 
which they sold to Warner Bros., 
for almost $9,000,000. Crawford’s 
share of the selling money was $1,250,- 
000. Besides that he had at the time | 
around $800,000 in cash and securi-| Radio sets are now barred from 
(Continued on page 55) | the Yankee Stadium. New York 
| Yankees management issued the ban 
| Sunday (6) in the expressed belief | 
Use M-G “Ah Wilderness’ | that those who come to see the Yan-|} 
| kee games don’t want to be annoyed | 
° by the booming from a nearby radio 
To Submit a Barrymore set of the game which is being 
|played at the same time by the 
As DuPont Radio Idea na gee Dodgers or some other 
Arrangements have been 
Fe m the for the checking of sets at the 
B. B. D. & O. agency made use} ballpark gates. 
Monday (7) of a six-year-old Metro | No similar action has been taken 
pieture to audition Lionel Barry- | by the N. Y. Giants management, but 
more in the role of the father | in the matter of public policies one 
in Eugene O’Neill’s "Ah Wilderness’| team usually follows the other. 
before a Du Pont advertising group} Portables have been banned at 
in Wilmington, Del. If the radio! college football games for two years. 
version of ‘Wilderness’ gets the! 
Du Pent Okay it’wih go into che 
‘American Cavalcade’ spot on CBS| 
Aug. 15, and on a 26-week guar-| 
antee. 
For the agency to make a special 
recorded audition it would cost 
around $1,500. Some one in the 
agency recalled that Barrymore did 
a film version of the play for Metro 
in 1935, and the producer’s -New Halifax, N. S., July 8 
York distributing branch was found White mice provide a new prob- 
to have still on hand a print of the;lem for exhibs who are located at 





feature. | Atlantic ports—as if they didn’t have 
lenough to worry about, with the | 
| 20% © war tax, 


POST-MORTEM HEADLINER | 


Suicided Showgirl (1937) Billed es 
52d St. Bistro 


Merchant and naval sailors have 
| tound something original in amuse- 
(Continued on page 55) 


5 FILM STARS DONATE 
RADIO COIN TO CHINESE 


Hollywood, July 8. 

Five film stars, slated for appear- 
ances on the Lux radio show next 
fall, are donating their salaries, 
ranging from $2,000 to $4,000, to 
United China Relief. 

Players are Ginger Rogers, Rosa- 
lind Russell, Loretta Young, John 
Garfield and Pat O’Brien. 








Fiftysecond street niteries, as ae 
as other Broadway spots, have bee a | 
frequently known to post photos pr 
front of gal entertainers who are 
supposed to be working there but 
have never set foot in the joint, and 
who usually do not know their pix 
are being used. 

Bottom is currently being touched 
in bad taste on this kind of thing, 
however, with one 52d street spot 
using a glossy of Adelaide Hughes, 
Ziegfeld and Paradise showgal who 
committed suicide Aug. 20, 1937. 








ABBOTT-COSTELLO 
aT NEW CYCLE 


Ticket- Buyers Taking to 
Broad, Physical Slapstick 
—Olsen-Johnson, Ragland, 
Skelton Poised for Assault 
on Risibilities 





ESCAPIST TONIC 


Hollywood, July 8. 
Hollywood has spun the wheel 
again and come up with a new-old 
cycle. his time its the re-glorifica- 
tion on celluloid of the prattfall, pie- 
throwing, blank-cartridge pistol 
shooting type of R gps comedy to 


cated, drawing room ‘didoes. “And 


rthe film capital is hoping that the 


return to Mack Sennett days, when 
every type of personal accident was 
built up to a belly laugh, will be the 
panacea for boxoffice ailments. 
Two Bud Abbott-Lou Costello pic- 
tures for Universal, ‘Buck Privates’ 
and ‘In the Navy,’ are probably 
directly responsible for the new turn 
of story and talent events at the 
studios. Now every film factory 


(Continued on page 55) 





‘LaGuardia Airport’s 


Great Showmanship 


A New B.0. Headache 


By GEORGE McCALL 
Surprising the amount enter- 
a ‘Rs 3¥ 
Guardia Airport, “ws: 


a lot of other people do. Some} 
35,000 spend part of Sunday there 

| The airport is quite an attraction. | 
One of the best buys in New York. | 
They come by bus, on foot, by auto | 
and in chauffeured livery. For a} 
buck you can have quite a day of it 
| with a little excitement tossed in and 
the added attraction of a suntan. 


There’ a lot of 
about the place. if 
extra quarter or two, 
oe of places to drop them. 
insfance if you're aviation-minded 
you will not leave the place without 
some ornament to adorn your lapel. 
When you get thirsty, there are sev- 


showmanship 
you 


eral bars, prices to suit your purse. 
Same for food. 
If you don’t mind a sharp glance 


(Continued on page 53) 





Clara Bow’s Short Comeback 
Clara Bow makes her first film 
appearance in nine years 

‘Hedda Hopper’s Hollywood,’ short. 
Former ‘it’ girl has been leading a 
quiet married life in California since 
retiring shortly after the arrival of 
talking pictures. Her husband is 
Rex Bell, 


former film player. 








| start at the Astor, 





LTitloy’ 


fe fei aps “ 
Broadway never gets over there but | 


have an| 
there are a} 
For| Frau Hitler was billed for two 


soon in! 





Estimates on Paderewskis 40-Year 
Earnings From $3,500,000-$5,000,000 





OK for Vodka Again 


Philadelphia, July 8. 
Dick Mayer, manager of the Stu- 
dio, arty downtown filmer, has 
received scores of letters from pa- 
trons asking him to again 





since the Communazi pact. 


For the first time since the fateful | 
summer of 1939, the night club sing- | 


ers are giving out with ‘Orchi Chor- 
nia,’ ‘Bublitchki’ and other Russ pop 
tunes, 


LASKY CLOSES 
MARK TWAIN 
FILM BIOG 





With ‘Sergeant York,’ off to a big 
N. Y., on a two- 


is | a- -day basis, Jesse L. Lasky is re- 
turning to Hollywood tomorrow 
(Tuurs.), having completed during 
his stay in New York final negotia- 
tions for all rights to film a story 
on the life of Mark Twain. It was 
through Lasky’s tenacity over a pe- | 
riod of years that he finally per- 


suaded Sgt. Alvin C. York to sur- 
render to a commercial version of 
his World War exploits. Film was 


| produced at the Warner Bros. studio | 


(Continued on page 18) 





Coes Stranding Of 
Troupe of 31 in A. C. 


Atlantic City, July 8 
Frau Bridget Hitler, si eves v 
of the Nazi Fuehrer, walked out on 
a waiting audience Friday night (4) 
at Convention Hall and left a troupe 
of 31 girl musicians and singers 


stranded and sitting on their suit- 
cases outside the hall for six hours. 


(Continued on page 32) 


| NUJINSKY, RECOVERED, 


NOW IN BUDAPEST 


Vaslav Nijinsky, "fabled ‘greatest 
dancer of all time,’ has arrived in 
Budapest from Berne, Switzerland, 
accompanied by his wife, Romola. 
He was long in an insane asylum 
there, but reported now much bet- 
ter. 

They are staying with Mrs. Nijin- 
sky’s mother, Emilia Markus, former 
actress. 


show 


Soviet films, barred from the house | * 
| careers in 


,™ 
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Death of Ignace Jan Paderewski 
last week not only ended one of the 
greatest artistic careers of all time, 
but brought to a close one of the 
most successful boxoffice records 
ever known in the concert or enter- 
tainment businesses. Besides his 
phenomenal popularity, the Polish 
pianist had one of the longest active 
show business’ history. 
Universally recognized as the world’s 
greatest pianist in 1890, at the age of 
31, Paderewski still held that posi- 
tion in the early 1930’s, an unprece- 
dented span of 40 years’ supremacy. 

Although estimates are admittedly 
| difficult in his case, Paderewski is 

figured to have earned somewhere 

between $3,500,000 and $5,000,000 

from concerts during 35 active sea- 

sons spread Over a span of 50 years. 
| Few artists in any line have ever 
| earned so much. Possibly such in- 
| ternational draws as Sir Harry 
in Sarah Bernhardt, John 





McCormack, Jenny Lind or Lusia 
Tetrazzini piled up totals somewhere 
approximating that amount, but 
those are merely guesses. 

Of course latter-day Jolsons and 
| Cantors, with partnerships in their 
| stage productions, plus radio; and the 
Chaplin-Pickford-Fairbanks school of 

(Continued on page 22) 


Cantor’s Career Set 
As Bway Legiter; 
Also May Be Filmed 


Hollywood, July 8 
Eddie Cantor’s long career in show 
one, will be dramatized in ‘Banjo 
Eyes,’ a musical to be staged on 


| Broady vay in the fall and converted 


and co-producer, with Al 
Lewis aigo in on the producing end. 

United Artists is interested in the 
filming and Gene Fowler is being 
sounded out by Cantor to put the ac- 
tor’s career into dramatic form. Idea 


as "shal 


is to stage the play for six months, 
starting in October or November, 
and shift it to Hollywood for the 


pring shooting season. 


LOG ROLLERS FOR PARTY 





-day | Oda Request By Detroit Nabob te 


WCCO Artists Bureau 





Minneapolis, July 8. 
| Most unusual talent request ever 
‘received by WCCO Artists’ bureau 
came last week from a Detroit motor 
prog who sought log rollers to 
| furnish part of the entertainment at 
a party on his estate. Apparently 
unable to line them up in his own 
state, he figured that there un- 
doubtedly were many lumberjacks 
in Minnesota who could fill the bill. 
Although not on the radio enter- 
tainment staff, WCCO was able to 
locate several expert lumbermen and 
log rollers at Stillwater, Minn., who 
took the booking. 
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Monte Carlo Technique for A. C. 
Bingo; Trimmin's Free and Lavish 








Atlantic City, July 8 
Atlantic City’s half-dozen Board- 
walk bingo parlors—which put two- 
bit gambling on an amazing big-time 


? 


} 


mass production basis that sent 
soaring into the multi-million-dollar- 
a-year groove—suffered a haymaker 
last weekend. Estimates were that 
a last-minute shutdown order by the 
city, before a three-day holiday that | 
because of the rain would undoubt- | 
edly have been the biggest in bingo | 
history, cost the proprietors of the | 


streamlined lotto more than $500,000. | 


Causing the clampdown, supposed- | 


ly, were complaints by hundreds of | 
husbands that their wives—patron- | 
age was predominantly femme—| 
were plunking down every last buck 
they were handed to buy baby’s 
shoes and papa’s vittles. There were 
plenty of complaints, all right, but 
few oldtimers in this town of the 
back door payoff and the political 
finger were naive e ‘ough to believe 
that morality had much to do with 
the municipality’s suddenly devel- 
oped padlock fever. 


Please the Guests—Always 


Indications are that the owners of 
the joints will straighten things out, 
as they have done any number of 
times before, and shortly be doing 
business at the same old stands. Fi- 
nance Commissioner Dan Bader, un- 
der whose jurisdiction licensing of 

(Continued on page 18) | 


P.A. FRANK MAYER NOW 








BALLYS MPLS. MAYOR 





Minneapolis, July 8. 

Marvin L. Kline, mayor-elect here, 
has appointed Frank Mayer, a the- 
atrical press agent, as his secretary, 
and the latter, right from the outset, 
is keeping the chief executive prom- 
inently in the spotlight and grabbing 
off an unusual amount of newspaper 
space for him with various stunts 


v 


|'showman, is reported in a coma at 


| week at Islington. -Picture is around 


SAM SCRIBNER IN COMA 


84-Year-Old Ex-showman Seriously 





Massey Un-Typed 





Hollywood, July 8. 

Paramount has decided to put 
a putty nose on Raymond Mas- 
sey for his role of a heavy in 
‘Reap the Wild Wind.’ 

Figured that his close resem- 
blance to Abe Lincoln might be 
resented by those who associate 
him with the Great Emancipa- 
tor. 





lil—Little Hope 








Sam Scribner, 84-year-old former 


his home in Bronxville, N. Y. At 
the Actors Fund, to which he has 
devoted most of his time in recent 
years, it was stated that physicians 
have no hope that he will survive. 

Last fall the patient was operated 
on for a growth in his neck. Na- 
ture of the ailment was not disclosed 
and he was able to be about in sev- 
eral months. 


Lyon-Daniels Pic 
Into Production 
For British WB 


London, June 20. 
Gainsboro’s ‘Hi Gang’ rolls next 








radio series starring Ben Lyon, Bebe 
Daniels and Vic Oliver. Manning 
Sherwin and Val Guest are cleffing 
tunes for the film. 

RKO’s ‘Meet the Tiger,’ now 
underway at Denham, has Paul Stein 
in the director chair. He’s okayed 
recent casting of Jean Gillie in the 
femme spot opposite Hugh Sinclair, 
with Clifford Evans, Dennis Arun- 
dell, Charles Victor and Ben Wil- 
liams in support. Feature is one 
in the ‘Saint’ series. 

Warners’ ‘So This Was Paris’ fin- 
ished at Teddington, in eight weeks 
of shooting. Ben Lyon stars along 
with Ann Dvorak. 

Par’s ‘Hatter’s Castle’ to Lance 
Comfort for direction. He’s just 
| finished ‘Penn of Pennsylvania’ for 
British National. 





SENIOR RATING FOR JR. 
Hollywood, July 8. 





and innovations. 


Mayer has been handling the Ly- 
qeum theatre (legit roadshows) and 
the Minneapolis Symphony or- 
chestra. 


Hiram 8. Brown, Jr., currently 
producing ‘King of the Texas Ran- 
| gers’ at Republic, has been boosted 
to a feature producer’s berth. 

New job starts with completion of 
} the cliffhanger. 








Grace Moore, Lily Pons Talk Films 


One Based on Music Box History — Pons May Do} CBS to be made Sunday (13), Miss 


HIRST STRIPS 
BURLEY T0 
B.0. BASIS 


—_— 
— 


Philadelphia, July 8. 
Best town in the U.S. for burlesque 
is Union City, N.J., according to Izzy 
Hirst, operator of the largest burly 
wheel in the country. 

Oddly enough, worst burley pa- 
trons are New Yorkers, he says. This 
is how he rates the burley circuit: 
Union City, Newark, Pittsburgh, 
Philadelphia, Boston, St. Louis, Chi- 
cago and New York. 


FIVE FROM ‘PURCHASE’ 
SET FOR FILM VERSION 


Hollywood, July 8. 
Five members of the Broadway 
cast of ‘Louisiana Purchase’ have 
been signed by Paramount for the 
picture version. 

Reenacting their roles on celluloid 
will be Victor Moore, Irene Bor- 
doni, Vera Zorina, Lynda Grey and 
Charles La Torre. 











Gertie Lawrence Again 
On Wax for Brit. Forces 


Gertrude Lawrence, who is sum- 
mering at Dennis, Mass., will spend 
Thursday and Friday (10-11) in New 
York to make another set of ‘Broad- 
way Calling’ recordings. Records 
will be sent to Basil] Dean in Lon- 
don, there to be broadcast to men in 
the British army and navy. 

Last winter Miss Lawrence made 
the first recordings for that purpose 
at her own expense. New set are 
being made under the auspices of the 
British War Relief Society. Several 
additional artists are slated to be 
waxed with Miss Lawrence. 

Star of ‘Lady in The Dark’ will 
also complete arrangements for a 








Noel Coward’s ‘Conversation Piece’ 


Grace Moore is pondering picture 
bids from 20th-Fox and RKO. The 
first would call for the singer to ap- 
pear in ‘Say It With Music,’ a history 


of the Music Box Theatre, with the | 


singer reviving som: of the old songs 





| SEEK OTA GYGI 


| Kin in D.W.I. and Germany Want to 
| Locate Ludwig Feinland 





A brother, Alexander, in the 


and having Irving Berlin write some | Dutch West Indies, and his father in 


new ones. 
since the death of Sam H. Harris. 
Second deal, with RKO, is to do a 


ently under consideration. Film 
would be made after the first of the 
year, if either deal jells. Singer | 


works on salary plus a percentage. 
Meantime Lily Pons may do Noel 


Coward's ‘Conversation Piece’ orig- | 28° 


inally done by Yvonne Printemps 
RKO would be the producer. 


If coloratura does make the film it 
will have to be next year,. since her 
concert and opera appearances will 


keep her busy till then. She 
booked solid from Sept. 2 at Toronto 
to the end of April. Singer also 
wants till the end of the war before 
making another film. 





N.Y. TO L. A. 


Teddy Carr. 
Madeleine Carroll. 
Jesse Lasky. 
Max Milder. 
Harry M. Warner. 





SAILINGS 


July 4 (Los Angeles to Honolulu), 
Loretta Young, Tom Lewis (Mat- 
sonia). 

July 3 (New York to Buenos 
Aires), John Nathan (Uruguay). 


This deal looks hot now 


is 


|Germany, wish to communicate with 
|Ludwig Feinland whom they de- 
scribe as ‘Professor Ota Gygi,’ vio- 


Te . - as ea linist. e (Gvgi) left Germany for 
SLSR Mn meee oat emnne ie aan mie OY CO 
nilttead py Zoe Kins Wricn iS pres=") 3-2 = Be hind 1s eed . 


ithey opine he might be an American 
citizen. 





Ota Gygi—if this is the same one 
—was a vaudeville violinist years 
and later affiliated with Ed 
Wynn in an abortive new ‘third net- 
work’ undertaking which cost Wynn, 


‘Texaco Fire-Chief,’ plenty of coin. 
Since then Gygi has apparently 
dropped out of show biz. 


| 





L. A. TON. Y. 


Rudy Abel. - 
Hugh Anderson. 
Monty Banks. 
Peter Brilling. 

Pat Casey. 

Harry Cohn. 

Harry Parr Davies. 
Frank Farrell. 
Frank Fay. 
Sheridan Gibney. 
Sheilah Graham. 
William L. Guthrie. 
Katherine Hepburn. 
Mary Mason. 

John O’Hara. 

Phil Reisman. 

Nate Spingold. 
Jules C. Stein. 








then popular on the radio as the| 2bandonment while she visited Mar- 


Hollywood to London broadcast via 


Lawrence to be the connecting link, 
speaking from Dennis. Ronald Col- 
man will be m.c. on the Coast end, 
those going on with him not being 
named as yet. From London par- 
ticipating artists will include Jack 
Buchanan, Gracie Fields, Leslie 
Hensen and Evelyn Laye. 





Marj. Weaver’s Parents 
Divorced in Louisville 
Louisville, July 8. 


£'Ox 
town, obtained a divorce Thursday 





(3) in the Circuit Court. John T. 
| Weaver, railroad clerk, charged 
|abandonment, but Mrs. Weaver, 


| Marjorie’s mother, won the divorce 
| on the counterclaim of cruelty. 
| Weaver’s suit charged his wife with 
| jorie in Hollywood. 
Property rights 
agreement. 


were settled by 





VERY UN-BLITZY 


' 
‘Yank in R.A.F.’ on 103-Day Shooting 
Sked at 20th 








Hollywood, July 8. 

Ten days of new scenes have been 
added to the filming of ‘A Yank in 
the R.A.F.’ on the 20th-Fox lot, 
causing an added layout of $100,000 
to the original budget of $1,500,000. 
Picture has the longest shooting 
schedule ever experienced at the 
Westwood studio. It consists of 70 
days at home, directed by Henry 
King; 21 days on American location 
under piloting by Fred Sersen, and 
42 days cf actual war shooting by 
Leslie Baker in England, a total of 


NB comments. 
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profession, has turned his interest to | 


| 
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Was very disappointed when I got 


a cotton-gin chaser. 


‘a footbafl player ‘body and goal.’ 


Max Factor’s No. 7. 

Week,’ so he took a guy for $15,000. 
One of Bing Cresby’s horses, who’s 
they were both hounded by wolves. 

Do you think BMI songs will bring 
parlor and bath to the hut. 


you eat something?’ 
yelled, ‘Well, why don’t you fake it?’ 


the leader a beast to soothe it. 


started to sing ‘I Want My Mama!’ 


chant of Venus. . 
Emily Pest . . 


. Billy House: A 


Observation 
Jackie Beekman 
it at Camp Dix. 
insurance policy?’ 
I'm glad of it.’ 


holding up the bags under kis eyes.’ 


Shone & Squires 
Senna & Dean 
Kelly, Kelty & Crompton 


to go forward? 


Chicago, July 8. 


Opened at the Chez Paree the Fourth of July. There was so much 
noise in. Chicago I thought Orson Welles was on the air again. 

What a reception I got from Mayor Kelly when I arrived. 
sented me with a key—off a can of salmon. 
at the depot—we walked to the hotel together. 


He pre- 
My entire fan club met me 


into Chicago. I looked all over the 


Great Lakes, but couldn’t find Veronica. | 

Broadway Department 
Ever since ‘Honeychile’ Wilder, the Dixie Belle, opened at the Hurri- 
cane, they have a new drink named after her, a ‘Mint Julep Zombie’ with 


Victor Mature wires that he knows a Park avenue dowager who owns 

(From the picture, “The Forward Pass.’) 
‘ Holly woodiana 

There’s an actor in filmland so ritzy he even has his car simonized with 


Nick the Greek saw a sign on Hollywood Blvd., ‘National Cleanup 


in love with another horse, saves all 


of his girl friend’s photo-finishes for, his picture album. 
The early women pioneers had nothing on tke girls in Hollywood— 


Music Department 


back horsehair rings? 


The ‘Hut Sut’ song is such a big hit that the Merry Macs have added a 


Two musicians were in Lindy’s and one said to the other, ‘Why don't 
His friend replied, ‘Can't eat.’ 


The first note-crusher 


There’s a band on the air whose music is so savage the sponsor bought 
Heard a song:on the air the other day that was so bad my midget radio 


There’s No Truth to the Rumor 
That Cecil B. DeMille has discarded bathtub scenes in his pictures and 
has switched to showers....That Broadway Rose had a mole tatooed on 
her face to make her look beautiful....That Darryl Zanuck is thinking 
of making an ali-midget picture by sub-dividing Laird Cregar. 
Hangnail Descriptions 
goe Di Maggio: A Hit and Run Driver . 


Earl Carroll: The Mer- 
Double-Malted . . . Broadway Rose: 


. Peggy Hopkins Joyce—Tommy Manville: Two for the 
money ... Hank Greenberg: First Base to Army Base. 


Department 


(no relation to the teleprone number of the same 
name) knows a social director who goes to the Borscht Circuit every year. 
This year he didn’t have to worry about his Fourth of July show—he did 
Eavesdropped at Chez Paree: ‘Just caught your act—have you got an 
Eavesdropped at College Inn: ‘His personality carried me away—and, 
Eavesdropped at 606 Club: ‘He’s so dissipated looking he has crutches 
My brother (the one who’s carrying a torch for a steady job) found a 


new way to get money—he asks me for it. 
Whatever Became of 


? 

4 Manning Sisters 
Dave Kindler 
Wally Sharples 


Afterpiece 
Everybody you meet wants to go back to nature. 


Doesn’t anybody want 





Gracie Fields Returns to England 
‘ith $302,000 for War Relief Work 





CROUCH ADMITS HE’S 
STILL STAGE-STRUCK 


San Francisco, July 8. 

Charles Crouch, president of Lucky 
Stores, grocery chain with affilia- 
tions all over Western America, is 
doing all right—but he still has a 
yen for the days when he was-a 
$150-week circus-and-carnival motor- 
drome rider and parachute jumper. 

‘I didn’t eat as regular then as I 
do now, but it was more fun,’ he 


commercial value, however, and finds 
an outlet for his show-biz interest 
by staging tent-shows, vaudeville 
programs and revues every time one 


anniversary. During the past five 
years he has spent $60,000 in the 
Oakland territory alone for circus 
acts and recently sent an entire unit 
to Portland. 

Most ambitious show he has under- 
taken is the tieup with NBC for a 
two-hour 10th Anniversary program 
in Oakland Civic Auditorium July 26. 
Away from his desk, the high-priced 
exec drops into the lingo of the big 
top to reminisce on days from Sells- 
Floto to Johnny Jump Shows, and 
still reads the trade press regularly 
to keep track of folks with whom 
he once trouped. 

His introduction of show-biz meth- 
ods into the grocery field has 
brought inquiries from other chains 
j all over the U.S., which he plans 
to answer by making a complete 
16-mm record of his KGO-KPO tie- 
up. With transcriptions of the actual 
program as his sound accompani- 
ment, the film will be screened at a 
national grocery convention in Phil- 








ta cg ‘> 


103 days. 





adelphia in September. 


i 


of his stores has an opening or an | 


7% 
+> 


| 


By GEORGE FROST 


Singing a song and waving a fig- 
urative flag, Gracie Fields stepped 
from the American stage Saturday 
\(5) via the Pan American Airways’ 
| Dixie Clipper to return to her native 
|England. She had a wad of Yankee 
|and Canadian coin big enough to 
choke all the field artillery horses 
recently retired from your Uncle’s 
|ranks to make way for the horseless 
| carriages now towing the caissons. 
|Gracie told the LaGuardia Field, 
|New York, news battalions that she 
ihad stockinged some $302,000 for 
° Taxy y ® 


<ril * 
occa ia “ne: we 
“<;and that she plane 6 arate for 


more personals in a month and rkalf 
to pick up what coin she overlooked 
here in the land of the save-and- 
give-it-free. 

Tickling a piano that had been 
pushed to the airport’s marine ter- 
minal by a publicity-conscious local 
restaurant, Miss Fields sang the ‘Hut 
Sut Song’ for the newsreels and 
then smiled prettily for the still 
|}cameras. The English comedienne 
| kissed Monty Banks, the film direc- 
\tor, a wifely good-bye, and was off 
| to the land of the Broad A, where 
ishe will entertain soldiers, factory 
workers and the homeless in bombed 
areas. 

Entire collection of folding money 
will be turned over to British War 
|Relief agencies. The tour in Yankee- 
\land, which began Dec. 4, 1940, 
| bounced $170,000 worth of rebe! 
_money into the English coffers while 
‘the Canadians thought Miss Fields’ 
|entertainment was worth a $132,000 
contribution. 

An Untimely Question 

A reporter, who doesn’t care for 
tea and crumpets, asked the come- 
dienne whether the Churchill gov- 
ernment asked its actors to turn over 

(Continued. on page 54) 


ry <é 












































_ Wednesday, July 9, 1941 





MISCELLANY 8 





TAKEAT-EASY 





Fric Maschwitz (Holt Marvell), in N.Y. ‘ene NEORN 


On British Propaganda, Deprecates 
Our ‘Overstuffed Luxury as Dated 


Winged by the flying debris from 
in London 10, 


a Nazi land mine 
weeks ago, Eric Maschwitz has been 
assigned by the British government 
to its Overseas News Service in New 
York. Author of the screenplays of 
‘Goodbye Mr. Chips,’ ‘Balalaika,’ 
‘The Gay Desperado’ and numerous 
other pictures is grinding out fea- 
ture stories on England to be placed 
in South American newspapers by 
British consular press attaches. 


Writer, who has also provided 
lyrics for many tunes, including ‘A 
Nightingale Sang in Berkeley 
Square,’ clippered into New York 
quietly about two weeks ago and 
will remain for the rest of the sum- 
mer to regain his health. He suf- 
fered more from shock than the ac- 
tual wounds caused by flying glass 





Why, Miss Fwancis! 
Hollywood, July 8. 
Don Ameche’s name in ‘Fe- 

male of the Species’ has been 


imbedding itself in his back as he | 


came into his Strand apartment from | 


fire fighting duty in late April. 
Just before the start of the war, 


| 
| 


Maschwitz ‘who frequently uses the | 


nom-de-plume, Holt Marvell) was 
in Paris to produce a show he had 


(Continued on page 55) 


BOB BURNS 
TO CAMPBELL $ 


Hollywood, July 8. 
soup has signed Bob 
Burns for a fall series based on his 
‘Arkansas Traveler’ character and 
slated to have both dramatic and 
comedy incidents Comedian was 
given his release from his Kraft con- 
tract. which had six months to go. 

Understood deal is for 26 weeks, 
at the same _ $5,000-a-week figure 
Burns was paid by Kraft. New se- 
ries starts Sept. 19, probably in the 
9:30 spot Friday nights on CBS, for- 


Campbell’s 


merly occupied by ‘Campbell Play- 
house.’ 

That seemingly indicates the ‘Play- 
house’ will not, as had previously 
been announced, return in the fall. 
If it does not, Ward Wheelock ap- 
parently lcses a sizable chunk of the 
e ampbe ll soup account, as Ruthrauff 
& Ryan is the agency on the Bob 


Burns deal. 
the Lanny Ress series. 

Harry Omerle, of the William 
Morris office, is representing Burns 
and was here for 
ing. 


R. & R. already handles 


— — Fatere 


Hollywood, July 8 

Capt. James Roosevelt is resting 
at a Framingham, Mass., farm on 
return from his flying junket 
through the war zone as a special 
Government envoy. He's trying to 
pick up 12 pounds he lost during 
the hegira. 

Likely he'll remain in Washing- 
ton as an attache of the Marine 
Corps Intelligence when returning to 
duty, instead of returning to Holly- 
wood. 


Sally Blane-Norm Foster 
May Be ‘Rufus and Wife’ 


Film players Sally Blane and Nor- 
man Foster may play the leads in 





| for 


changed from Roger to Bob. 

A few readings convinced 
20th-Fox execs that Kay Fran- 
cis, in the femme lead, can’t 
pronounce R’s. 








If Jolson Radio 
Show Set, Hell 
Not Defer ‘Hats 


Hollywood, July 8. 
Young & Rubicam has a sponsor 
Al Jolson and is shopping for 





| fall network time acceptable to the 


| bankroller. 


| 


| 


| original company will be in 


the contract-sign- 


; 7m =. + hee Me was taken trom 


| prem 


25. 
t : 
| companies 


| principal 


If the radio deal is set, 


| 
| 
| 
| 





Jolson will not pass up the tour of 
‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ which he | 
announced would tour. It opens | 
Aug. 27 in Atlantic City, thence | 
Sept. 1 to Boston for three week 
Baltimore, Washington, Pittsburer’ | 
as far west as Des Moines and gel 
to Texas. Tour to embrace 
weeks. 


Jolson is reported none too pleased | 
last season } 


with principals of ‘Hats’ 
and 
Sam 


is replacing Bert Gordon with 
Hearn. Eunice Healy of the 
it, and 
may be 
place of 


Joan Davis, 20th-Fox player, 
comedienne in 
Martha Raye. 


REED, HOGAN LEAVING 


PAR; FORMER’S 15 YRS. 


8. 
Par- 
leave the lot next 


Hollywood, July 
Ted Reed and James Hogan, 


amount directors, 


month when contracts expire. 

Reed got his start as a director 
there 15 years ago and has been at 
Par ever since. 


Moved Out With Her 
Play, Charges in Suit 


Los Angeles, Jwy 8. 
Piracy suit for $250,000 was filed 
mane. a sles we Symer, play wright, 


her own 
which she — 
to the studio 
efendant 
Patterson 
nd Cl 


stg 
was submitted 
Named 
Sinia Van 
Edward 


- 

as 
Upp, 

Hog 


Me P 
irence Brown 


ana 


Selwyn, Sinclair East 

To Break in War Play 

Holly wood, duly 8. 

Selwyn goes east this week- 
end to ready opening 
erick Hazlett Brennan play, ‘We 
Fought at Arques,’ in Boston, Aug. 
Robert Sinclair, who directs, ac- 
Selwyn. Piece is 


Edgar 


| for its Broadway run at the Plymouth | 


| starting Labor Day. 


‘Rufus and His Wife’ when the play | 
tries out at the Cour nty theatre, Suf- | 


fern, N. Y., week of Aug. 11 and if 
and when it comes to Broadway 
later. 


Julius and Philip Epstein, Warner | 


Bros. writers, who authored the new 
play, are doing the negotiating on 
the Coast for the appearance of the | 
film people in the cast, Sanford | 


| 


Meisner holds the option for Broad- | 


way presentation of the show. 


with the reactions of a Cockney fam- 

ily caught in the maelstrom of war. 
Only players cast so far are Ed- 

mund Gwenn and Heather Angel. 


Cal Freahkiie Improves 


Cal Franklin, vice-president of 
Columbia Concerts Corp. who has 
been ill for months, is on the road 
to recover. At Smithtown, Penn., to 
spend the summer. 

Franklin hopes to be back at his 
‘desk in the fall. 


of the Fred- | 


slated | 


TELEVISION 





| Mack Gordon Trail-Blazing to Get 


CHAINMIANSHIP. -Filmusical Scores Back on the Air 
Despite ASCAP: Argues It Hurts B.O. 


Contrasts Sharply With 


NBC’s 


censed, Indicates 


tals 


———___. 


AD-LIBBING ACTS 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY 

NBC, fully licensed to carry ad- 
vertising-sponsored television 
grams, went on the air last Tuesday, 
July 1, in New York with three sam- 
ple commercial programs (see re- 
views this issue), but CBS, not yet 
fully commercially licensed and lack-| 
ing an audience because Channel 2 
is not provided for on existing re-| 
ceivers, has merely stepped up its | 
program experimentation. After 
viewing the NBC commercials and 
the CBS experimentals these show- 





(Continued on page 34) 


PERIODIC POLL 
~— OF FILM STARS 





Nationwide popularity 
film players, determined 
lup poll technique, will 


ratings of 
by a Gal- 
be issued 


by Leo Handel’s Motion Picture Re- | 


search Bureau, outfit which David 
| O. Selznick retained some weeks ago 


and stars. Handel's continuous pop- 
ularity ratings will be similar 
those which Dr. George Gallup has 





rectors for more than a year 
RKO, except that while Gallup’s is 
exclusively for one studio, Handel's 


|may be bought on a contract basis 
by anyone, producer, director, dis- 
tributor, exhibitor, agent or actor 
himself. 

Handel’s idea is to give every 
player a ‘Crossley,’ showing not only 
trends but the immediate worth of 
any actor. 


Jack Warner $ tens Buys 


Hollywood, 
Jack Warner went for 
| large check buys. 
He bought Gegrge Brent’s yacht 
} -_ - ° 
and acquired two homes adjoining 


July 8. 


a pair 


Constricted Produc- 
tion Methods — Columbia, 
Not Yet Commercially Li-' 
Show- 


manship in Its Experimen- 


pro- | 


to do advance fact-finding on his pix | 
to | 


been making of 20@ players and di- | 
for 


of 





Up-to-Date 


Indian Neck, Conn., July 8. 


In the revival of ‘Broadway’ 
at Montowese playhouse here, 
when the young hoofer is caught 
with a gun in his hand and the 
dick asks ‘Haven’t you ever 
heard of the Sullivan act?’ the 
kid says: 

‘You mean 
Loew's State?’ 





Ed Sullivan— 








Many Showmen 


Now in $1-Year 
Service for U.S. 


manship observations seem justified: | 
1. The commercials will be a head-| 
| ache, especially under the non-fluid, 





Washington, July 8. 

Roster 
_the Federal Government, mostly as 
censultants or advisors to the Office 
{of Production Management, 
big 
the film and radio businesses, 


includes 
in 
Sev- 
eral popped up for the first time re- 


| several names well known 


cently when the House Appropria- 
tions Committee published a list of 
311 the 


salary, and 


payroll at the nominal 
1,291 others 


compensation. 


on 


Literati ranks also are pretty well 
represented among the _ informal 
brain-trusters for the defense pro- 
gram. In addition to the scores of 
|run-of-mine desk men, _ reporters, 
publicity agents, and _ freelance 
writers serving various boards, bu- 
reaus and commissions, some partic- 
ularly prominent persons from the 
scribbling trade have emerged in 
nigh advisory capacities. 
gleaned from 


are: 


Among the names 
the list furnished the House 

Merlin H Ay!esworth, former 
president of NBC and one-time pub- 
of the N. Y. World-Telegram: 
Copland. composer; Julian 
Street, Jr., producer of Theatre of 
Air; Carlton Smith, Boston Her- 
ald and Esquire music critic; Jock 
Whitney, Carl Van Doren, Jonathan 
Daniels, son of Ambassador Josephus 
Daniels and publisher of the Raleigh 
| News and Observer; Floyd B. Od- 
lum, financier with numerous film 
interests: Pau] A. Porter, counsel for 
Columbia Broadcasting Hiram 
S. Brown, former pre RKO 


lisher 


Aaron 


the 


and 
sident of 


ini mes Sint ome a ~n ye: AG ON a 


"‘Boodles for Bobos Chiseling 


| Worries 


July 8 
campaigns 
midwest 


‘Boodles for Bobos’ 
springing up all over the 
| chiefly as one-man benefits, 


are 


Detroit 
i 


accord- 


| ing to the advices received by police | 


lhere. As a result of the star- | 
spangled rackets, warnings not only 
|have been given to the citizenry 


Play has to do | here, but are being broadcast to less 


| urban centers to be wary of the flim- 
| flam artists cashing in on the current 
wave of patriotism. 
With the USO 
over the top in a hurry in this area, 
with defense stamps and bonds get- 


campaign going 


ting weighty support, the gimme art- | 


| 

| ists are out in force as a headache 
| to legitimate enterprises, wrapping 
| themselves up in the flag and mulct- 


| cash. 
| their 


|}ing the public of plenty of ready | 


Theatre men, who have had 


organization used in 


(Continued on page 18) 


names 


Patriotic Theatres 


Columbia-Pemberton 
Deal Still in Abeyance 


between 


— 





Deal Columbia Pictures 
and Brock Pemberton, the 
film company is to finance a number 
of had 
up to early this week, 


whereby 


tryouts, not been signatured 
some delay on 
the Coast being the apparent reason. 
Pemberton is proceeding on his own 
with ‘Two-Story House,’ a 
melodrama by Parker Fennelly, ac- 
tor, to be tried out at the Bass 
Rocks theatre, Gloucester, Mass. 

If the play clicks in the strawhat 
it will be brought to Broadway in 


comedy 


| August and may be one of the first! 


‘new plays on the list. 


getting no 





f Hollywood, July 8. 
| Mack Gordon, 20th-Fox songwriter, 


|is conferring with other ASCAP 
tunesmiths on some arrangement 
| whereby their music, written for 
| films, will be aired on the NBC and 
| CBS networks. Gordon pointed out 
ito his fellow-writers that they 
/shouldn’t be interested in perform- 


, ance rights alone, but that their main 
concern should be the exploitation 
of the picture and its score on the 
| webs. 
| He said filmusicals are suffering 
financially from lack of air bally- 
|; hoo and argued that it is up to the 
| writers to do their part to help rem- 
|;edy the Situation by arriving at 
|some agreement to make their tunes 
| available to bands on NBC and CBS. 
|Declared that the picture studios 
| could go to court to determine the 
| release of their music, but he would 
| prefer to have the songwriters work 
it out themselves. 

Gordon emphasized that both 
films and their music would benefit 
|in prestige and revenue from a so- 
(Continued on page 43) 


Gilbert Miller May 
Devote Half Time To 
Coast Producing Pix 


Hollywood, July 8 


Gilbert Miller, currently vacation- 
| ing in town, is huddling with Lester 
Cowan on the co-production of films 
and legit plays, with Hollywood as 
base of operations. 

Negotiations are going ahead 
producing .and feleasing deals with 
Columbia and United Artists. Mean- 
while, Miller is studying a number of 
legit scripts to determine if they 
will click on the road as well as on 
Broadway. If the plan works out, 
he will snend six months of the year 
on the Coast. Miller and Cowan re- 


of $l-a-year men serving | 


for 


cently completed ‘Ladies in Retire- 
ment’ for Columbia. 
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; it — | e a 
r : NO TIME OUT FROM | J, §, Bankrolling 2 Sets of Film 
| Selznick-Capra Will Probably Sign EDY FOR A&C. } 
| j | COM ° . o 
i — Shorts to Woo Latin-Am. Goodwill 
3 This ee | or ears Hollywood, July 8. e 
1% : Universal has two more stories ‘ Pde 
iH 4 + lined up for Abbott a, es K q? 

;" Oe ! 7 | following completion of their curren i Washington, July 8. 

fi Deal by which David O. Selznick | Strictly Grade A lec omedy, ‘Ride "Em Cowboy.” — Some Pun, Eh | Two sets of shorts for circulation 

3 and Frank Capra become member- / | In the writing mill are an untitled in Latin America, part of the effort 

| owners of United Artists will prab-| liywood, July 8. aviation yarn and a daffy detective Hollywood, July 8. to promote the good neighbor spirit 

if ably be inked shortly after his re- ‘we ‘A? - ae cord and no | mystery, ‘Who Done It.’ After pleading with Edward j|and rebuff Axis sirens, are being 
>! 7 turn to the Coast. Selznick declared Five + Pt 0 cameras on Small for a dialog director on produced for the Office of Cultural 
' 4 in New York yesterday (Tuesday). | Bis are _ om lot for the first | ‘Corsican Brothers,’ which he is Relations, set up last year by Presi- 
fa | He said he expects to plane out over| the ps eagy one saio’s pond 'C lo Will Prod directing, Gregory Ratoff finally | dent Roosevelt to improve U. S. ties 
i the weekend. = = — a ‘Bad a pea of OSIOW uce won his point. with the 20 other Western Hemis- 
of he Coast between the | age Cowboy,’ Small concluded the confab by [phere republics. With a fund of 
L e | Huddles on the Coast an | Dakota,’ ‘Ride ‘Em owboy, 208 Th Min Films remarking, ‘What you want is a 00,000 cash and $300,000 i 

ia 4 UA legal staff and Daniel T. O'Shea,|  «greiyza oppin, ‘Almost An An- ree- ° : : ; $600, cash an ’ n contract 
oe Selznick counsel, v.p. and secretary, | rt 4 a Woman Is Mine.’ . dialect director. authority (credit) for celluloid ac- 
é! have been virtually completed. Con- | nal coe For Mills Jukeboxes tivity, the O.C.R. will have 10 people 
‘ lg here “of changes have |= e in its picture division this year. Pay- 
E j / been made in the original pact, it is roll totals, $37,560. 

: understood, regarding selling charg- a t S0 Hollywood, July 8. S ying Congress recently learned the out- 
| es. Production part of the contract | ° Production of 208 three-minute fit has go pe Mareh of 
a is for 10 years. e featurettes for the Mills slot ma- e e — += ce candch cae, Mg Wals 
; Selznick said he'd go over the chines was announced by Sam Cos- isney ! to be sent 

h final form with ears 0 rl low. recently appointed chief of pro- IC in a a around the rhumba circuit. Special 
— 2 eS ° ti ddl ith h - booking office is planned, and the 
¢ O'Shea upon his return and, if noth- Custion wre . — nt a costs will be assumed by Uncle Sa 

t t t Sam. 

ing unforeseen develops, he'll be e ° office officials in Chicago. Budge . The recent appropriation includ 

i ready for the dotted line. In the ‘calls for an expenditure of $1,200,000. net pprop includes 

Pi ime, the contracts are before in a | First of a batch of 20 rolls at the rien y S | eer ee Seeeeng aan-theatricnl 

it meantime, the nd : ‘ Sabet aa : films and $170,000 more for produc- 

ia } owners Alexander Korda, Mary |Fine Arts studios, headquarters of : ial fil f this ty Thev 
ia | Pickford and Charles Chaplin for Minoco Productions, with a 30-day i toi y nes veetggeaed ll ney 
: their ratification. shooting schedule. Talent signed for we respons | ome patie po re 
| Although reluctant to discuss com- Wall Street took cognizance of the| the initial 20 includes Gale Page, Hollywood, July 8. nomic and in ustrial, social and po- 

an alenieneet until he actually | film industry’s frozen money situa-| Mary Healy, Cliff Nazarro, Martha Warners is going in for six weeks as onal ngs ae Pg set good 

i aan hes an owner, Selznick admit- | tion in Great Britain this week, re-| Tilton, Johnny Downs, Slate Bros. of Canadian location work on a pers» ae or our Latin-American 

ted that —s et Goetz had been | ports being circulated that negotia-| Sterling Holloway, Duncan Sisters, | tains in the Clouds, with an expedl- For SL enn onnee eee 

discussed as ssible UA prexy.| tions are progressing in Washington] the orchestras of Buddy Rogers,|tion leaving here Friday (11), both Pinta Stem tiaiieines nit bro 

) However, a number of other men by the Hays office to unfreeze some| Charles Judels, Dave Rose and Cindy | as a gesture of friendly reciprocity nga tent “ye bow cme tli gre ioelty 

have likewise been suggested, Selz- | | of the blocked funds. — ee Walker and the Kings Men. a — bdo ayay bed yt a yc 2 der perpen ) te 

sized that presently ular : ou ‘i ; 

og eg lig ony lege Se gid the ‘ca. uae ten Pesala aid Jack Barry Top Man Canadian Air Force. Location com- | Cultural Relations unit got $250,000. 

the part of the owners to make a / unable to take more than a third of Chicago, July 8. | pany includes James Cagney, cur- ee By ypeurnld 

selection. He indicated that UA will | revenues out of the British Isles Jack Barry, with Paramount Pic- | rently on vacation in Massachusetts, po $10,000 is Se a 4 a 

4 probably continue to operate under ' under the current year’s frozen coin’ tures the past 16 years in N. Y., | and George Brent and Dennis Mor- | ‘ 7 90 ' ag pk ~ 

i v.p. Arthur W. Kelly's supervision | | pact. ‘heads the newly-formed Minoco | gan, who are shoving off from Hol- | Jection equpmen 0 go - merican 

| a some time. Financial circles’ interest in the Productions set up by Mills Novelty | lywood. , , embassies and legations south of the 

i : : : | situation is natural because the! Co. here. Most of the shooting will be done | border. 

Goetz, with long baron ochiggarg . | loosening of these funds would go| Fred Waller in charge of N. Y.|at the R.C.A.F. headquarters near 7 ’ 

; production and pease Niger pre ‘far in bolstering sentiment for pic-! office, and Sam Coslow head the | Ottawa, where the government min- Disney’s 6 Shorts in B.A. 
eee ey ging te nic 43 eo a | ture company shares. Wall Street ey wens. branch. istry is cooperating with Warners, Hollywood, July 8. 
spot at UA. He is friendly w " E “4 stories stressed, too, the fact that} largely through a working agree-| Labor trouble at his studio is de- 
other ae geet 9 rd agp Rigg British credit has been eased by the | | ment arranged here recently between | ane practi eh = Walt porven 
ware oma, wi WwW : eas w and that the film 0 M S OC 1 Wallis and Joseph Clark. public | and a staff o echnicians, slatec 
former partner, and Walter Wanger. | Leesetand tee be given a break FLURRY F FIL T K fowtree chief of pe Perot Be De- fe turn er a oer of six shorts in 

now just the same as other industries, fense organization. uenos Aires under a financial ar- ‘ 
| with’ tobacco business mentioned as DEALS REPORTED IN MAY . rangement with the Argentine gov- 

' one that has been able to cbtain pay-| ernment. : 

| [ment from Britain. | Original idea was to make the ar- 

i | No comment is forthcoming on any | ichtaaiaas July 8. rival of the Burbank troupe co- 

: new developments that might have} Flurry of film stock buying sl incide with the opening of ‘Fan- 

arisen in this money unfreezing sit-| selling—with most of the transac- | tasia’ in Buenos Aires. 

j ‘NEW FACES uation at the Hays office. Recent ar- | tions of a rather. piddling character APPEAL T0 PIX —_— P 
rivals from Great Britain also have}—was marked up by the Securities For U. S. Consumption 
| been reticent about discussing the; & Exchange Commission’ which Visit to New York last week of 

wri | frozen coin setup while negotiations! showed in its monthly summary | Antonio Diaz, with pictures which 

Hollywood, July 8. - | are in progress looking towards get-| sel pe Bas eg Pix, |his Sucesos ag ttgentinge newsreel 

: | tin art of about $40,000.000 re- eith- ee-Orpheum, , Loew’s ‘ |}company produced in South Amer- 

: moore Soe. new edema aad pace frozen presently on the Brit-4 Boston, Loew’s, Inc., and Trans-Lux. With the strawhat season just get- ica, revealed the other side of the 

resulted in 37 contracts for feature | ish Isles. | Most sizable individual transac-|ting into stride, ganderers for pic- 














players on the Warner lot since the | 
first of the year, raising the total of | 


pacted actors to 68. tn! ‘Breen Vice McDonough 





Signed since Jan. 1 are Mary 





James, Michael Ames, . ita so 

Travis, Julie Bishop, Audra Lindley, A P d Ass’ Di 

Joan Perry, Howard da Silva, Reol- S ro ° SS nl irector 
and Drew, Peter Whitney, Leah 

Baird, Regis Toomey, Craig Stevens, | Hollywood, July 8. 
Georgia Carroll, Alice Talton, Lor-| producers Association, at its meet- 
raine Gettman, Jackie C. Gleason,!| jing Monday (7), elected Joe Breen, | 
Jane Randolph, Faye Emerson, pKo production head, 


Byron Barr, Jean Ames, Willie Best, 
Marguerite Chapman, Faith Dorn, 
Juanita Stark, Joan Winfield, Gloria 
Warren, Richard Whorf, Elisabeth 
Fraser, Harry Lewis, Diana Dill, | 
Diana Jeanne, Hobart Bosworth, 
Nancy Coleman, Fred Kelsey, Paula 
Francis, Eleanor Parker and Russell | 
Arms. 


an 


BIOG CYCLE AGAIN? 


; . wae aad ® 
o = th - ey Tia tipale eed Ate PER WO WIS OS ‘Actors Guild reps on certain 
terest in Such Yarns 


conditions applying to singers. 


succeed J. R. McDonough as repre- 
sentative of that studio. 

Will Hays spoke at this session on 
| the international situation 
possibility of thawing out frozen 
funds abroad, although he failed to 
stir any optimism among hearers. 

Demands of 10 IATSE studio locals 
came in for discussion with agree- 
ment reached on many points. Fol- 
lowing the Producers’ session the 
|Labor Relations group, headed by 


Successful start of ‘Sergeant York’ 








at its first run in the Astor theatre, be sanes 

N.Y., has focussed attention of film Court Refuses to Reopen 
company scenario departments to ‘Roman Scandals’ Trial 
the biographical field. Generally re- | . : 

garded as source of tepid material, | Clara Dellar lost her plea to re- 
because of some recent disappoint- open her suit against Sam Goldwyn, 
ments, fresh approach may bring a Eddie Cantor and United Artists 
revival of biogs. : when trial Judge Clarence G. Gal- 


ston in the N. Y. 
fused to accept 


Federal court re- 


Ine of the major company eastern 234s . 
One of the majo sie the additional 


editors compiled a listing of biogs of 
the past 10 years. Prominent figures 
of past and present who have been 
reclaimed for the screen’ include 


cision was reserved at the end 
the trial on April 25, 1941. 


of 


a director to | 


and the | 


cola tallabanilenana aia naar patent 


evi- | 
dence she claimed she possessed. De- | 





tions were in K-A-O, when it came 
to light that—as part of the com- 
plicated refunding, 
| plan—2,000 shares of 7% 


reorganization | 
cumulative | 











|ture company story 





departments 


| have already put the finger on three 


possibilities for 
the tryout crop. 


filmization among 
Although no op- 


| American 


goodwill building picture, this time 
with an Argentine producer showing 
the highlights of his country. Diaz, 
who has launched the first Latin- 
newsreel company and 
makes documentary (travel) films, 
has presented President Roosevelt 
with a newsreel in which President 


| Castillo of Argentina sends greetings 


| preferred were dumped by Atlas|tions, as far as it is known, have | 
Corp. and American Co., Floyd Od- | been taken yet, it appears likely that 
lum’s protege companies, during ; the strong Hollywood demand for 
May. Atlas shucked off 1,000 tickets | properties will see many of the 
|}and American Co. a like amount—| barnyard experimentals purchased, 
both disclaiming that they were/even if they have but the germ of | 
beneficial owners of the papers. |an idea, 


Continued acquisition of stock 
Loew’s' Boston Theatres by 
|} parent company, Loew’s, Inc., 
| New York, was reflected by  pur- 
| chase of 250 shares of $25 par com- 
mon stock—bringing the New York 


; the $25 ducats by the end of May. 
| J. Robert Rubin, v.p. of Loew’s, Inc., 


| dumped 1,100 shares of no par value 
| common stock of his company dur- | 


ing the same month, being left with 


in | 
the 
of 


| outfits holdings to 118,330 shares of | 


Metro is particularly 
about ‘The Rift in the Lute,’ 
play by Jackson Perry. 


enthusiastic 
a first 
It was pre- 


; | they can 
sented at the Summer Field theatre, 


| Nutley, N. J., and directed by Rod- | 
j}ney Hale. Its major defect is its 
similarity to ‘Old Acquaintance.’ 


| Broadway legit success of the past | 
As 
principal charac- 
al- 
|though the theme is developed en- 


|season bought by 
in ‘Acquaintance,’ 
ters are two 


Warner Brogs. 


women writers, 





22 Q1F ie |tirely differently. 

A orp. and American Co. also| Another one that has aroused gen- 
| figurea in Radio-Keith-Orpheum | eral film interest; althou#th mild as 
transactions, the former buying up| yet, is ‘Village Green’ by Carl Al- 
600 shares $1 par common to bring | lensworth. It was presented at 
its nest-egg to 762,727 shares, plus! White Plains, N. Y.. a couple weeks 
327.812 warrants: for common and |} ago with Frank Craven in the prin- 


39.481 shares of 6% 
ferred. American Co. was listed as 
holding 268,230 shares $1 par 
mon on the SEC’s May books. 

Modest 100 shares of 
Pictures Corp. common no par value 


convertible pre- 


were picked up by Abraham Schnei- | 


der, New York officer and director 
of the company, who recorded total 
holdings as 1,604 shares, 
options for common. Robert L. Gor- 








Emil Zola. P: P: i. Reut Plaintiff claimed her play ‘Oh! don, director of Trans-Lux Corp., 
ote io ase =e oe tine Shah’ was used as the basis for | reported ownership of 500 shares of | 
Se cage Peggle eee "Wirterla. Cantor’s ‘Roman _ Scandals,’ and | the outfit’s $1 par common—acquired | 
= ela ry Edison, Mary Queen of damages of $2,000,000 are asked. May 2 as a gift. 
Scots, Marco Polo, Stanley and Liv- | 
ingstone, Lillian Russell, Knute ss . 
Reowe sot Danone! Other News Pertaining to Pictures 
- Written by Britons i] Coin from Nasi nations. ........ 0.0.0.0 ccce0sccdecesscdsecee: Page 12 
sae i. Wee wee Dinawell thesire GMpire... ¢. <6. hen cs cesinc cr escnyar Page 12 
. acetusdianang euty, 5. ee Si nrcaas cane stvnekgihen cee heweicdees’ eee Page 23 
‘A House of Peace’ at 20th-Fox || Rorie vice Kilgallen.............000. 0c ccccecccccecccceeneccue Page 24 
will be S Brtish writing job from Radio Reviews: Burgess Meredith, ‘Voice of Freedom’........ Page 26 
its inception to the shooting script. | so FES KEATS AAWER EE AES AMAA S ORE RESET ROS FORRES Page 43 
Charles Morgan, a Briton, wrote || Sam H. Harris..............0.cccccccceccccccsscusececscceecs Page 49 
the original, and Aldous Huxley, his Saroyan has theatre staff dizzy... .......... ccc cccccccceveccs Page 49 
countryman, is preparing it for the Sas A I NE 065 oK ddd dens cee ccdsdsudeaciocesaedes's Page 49 
screen. | 











com- 


Columbia 


plus 7,880 


cipai role. Third one is 


1941,”, modernized version by 


‘Broadway.’ was 
week at Montowese 
Branford, Conn. ‘Broadway’ 
picturized in 1929 by 
it is believed that that 
maintains the rights, which 
have to be negotiated for 


It presented 


modernized version. [Review 


mate department.] 


« 





‘Holly wood, July 8. 


its espionage picture, ‘Man at Large,’ 


agents. 


Low-budget film, 





spots, 
‘cutting room for early distribution. 


‘Broadway— 
Phil 
Junning of his and George Abbott's 
last 
Playhouse, 
was 
Universal and 
company 
would 
should 
another studio decide to make the | 
on| 
‘Broadway—i941’ appears in Legiti- 


to the U. S. chief executive. 
Newsreel scenes in which Vice- 
President Henry Wallace sends felici- 
tations to the Argentinians are being 
dispatched this week by plane so 
be incorporated into the 
latest edition of Sucesos Argentinos. 








HERNRIED’S HEROICS 


Now a Sympathetic Frenchmen— 
Formerly Cast as a Heavy 


Hollywood, 





July 8. 


Paul Hernr‘ed, Viennese actor who 
attracted attention in the U. S. for 
| his” portrayals of Nazis, ~manxes~:a 
j}complete switch for his Hollywood 
debut. He’s cast as a French avi- 
ator, the romantic lead opposite 
Michele Morgan in ‘Joan of Paris, 


20th-Fox is rushing the release of |N. Wachsberger, 


going into production next week at 
RKO. 


Under his real name of Paul Von 


Hernried, he first drew notice in the 
U. S. as the Gestapo agent in the 
3ritish-made film, Night Train.’ 


Next he played a Nazi consul in El- 
mer Rices’ ‘Flight to the West’ last 
season on Broadway. 





Sax, Wachsberger Remake 
French Picture for UA 


Hollywood, July 8. 


Before the Headlines Cool New production combination, 


|formed by Sam Sax, former studio 
head for Warners in England, and 
Belgian theatre 
owner before the war, arranged & 


to cash in on the publicity surround- | deal with United Artists for the re- 
ing the recent spy arrests by Federal | lease of their American remake of 


‘L'Immigrant,’ first produced in 


produced by | France. 
Ralph Dietrich with Marjorie Wea- 
ver and George Reeves in the top 

is being hustled through the | 


Filming is slated for the Hal Roach 
lot, with Ilona Massey under nego- 
tiation as femme star and Tim 
Whelan as director. 
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Loew Manager Going Direct To 


Defense Workers to Find Out 


Why They re Not Patronizing Pix 








Rochester, N. Y., July 8. 

Manager Lester Pollock, Loew’s, is 
conducting a survey in Rochestér 
factories to find out why increased 
employment in defense industries 
hasn't meant improved theatre busi- 
ness. With Kodak, Bausch & Lomb, 
General Railway Signal, Consoli- 
dated Machine, Taylor Instrument 
and scores of smaller plants going 
at top speed with defense orders, 
film boxoffices have repeatedly hit 
new lows this summer. Everyone in 
the business has different ideas why, 
so Pollock is trying to find out at 
the source. 

Survey is sold to plant officials on 
the ground theatres provide needed 
diversion and relaxation for hard- 
working employees. First he con- 
sults personnel directors to learn if 
working schedules conflict with the- 
atre hours to bar large numbers of 
workers and whether a weekly ‘De- 
fense Workers Show’ could hit a 
time more convenient. Then he 
aims to reach a large number of 
workers in each plant to get personal 
reasons and reactions, 

‘Outdoor’ weather arrived nearly 
two months early this year, but the 
usual return to theatre entertain- 
ment after the first rush to the roads, 
parks and beaches has not developed 
in volume. There are repeated 
plaints that shows are too long for 
a fast-moving age and majority of 
pictures do not have that extra 
something to compete with other 
available forms of entertainment. 


WILLIE BIOFF DENIED 
BILL OF PARTICULARS 


William Bioff lost a plea for a bill | 
of particulars from the Government | 
when Judge Edward A. Conger de- | 
clined to grant the request of the | 
labor leader last week in N. Y. 
federal court. Bioff is charged with | 
having coerced, through threats of a | 
labor strike, a sum in excess of | 
$550,000 from Loew’s, Paramount, | 
20th Century-Fox and Warner Bros. | 

Bioff had asked the court to force 
the Government to tell him the | 
specific dates it charges the alleged | 
crimes were committed, the places | 
they were performed in, whether 
payment was made by check or cash, | 
the time and places of the alleged 
threats, and the names of the of-| 
ficials of the film companies who 
were coerced. Trial is set for Aug. 
18. Bioff is west coast representa- | 
tive of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees. 


McDonough Yields To 
Breen as RKO Director 

















Hollywood, July 8. | 
J. R. McDonough checks out this 


week as v.p. and member of the 
board of directors of RKO-Radio 
Pictures. Berth on the board will be | 


taken over as one of the duties of | 
Joseph I. Breen, newly appointed 
executive vice-president. 

Post of assistant secretary of the 
company goes to Reggie Armour, | 
former aid to George J. Schaefer. 


Harmon Back in N. Y. 


_Francis Harmon, industry’s na- 
tional defense co-ordinator and exec- 
utive assistant to Will Hays, returned | 
yesterday (Tuesday) from an ex-| 
tended stay on the Coast. Much of | 
his time was devoted to forwarding | 
the U.S. defense films setup, but he | 
also was occupied in working with 
the Production code division of the| 
Motion Picture Producers & Distri- | 
butors Assn., of which he is eastern | 
head, : 

Harmon returned east via New, 
Orleans and other key cities where | 
ne huddled with distributors regard- | 
ing the handling of defense subjects. | 
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Cue From ‘Jolo’ 





Teddy Carr, United Artists co- 
director in Great Britain, arrived 
in the U. S. last week with a 
message to VARIETY from Jolo 
(Joshua Lowe), head of the Lon- 
don bureau of this paper. 

Said Jolo, ‘Tell them I’ve been 
bombed out of two hotels here, 
but I'm very happy going home 
before dark and weekending in 
the country. And ask the muggs 
to stop sending love and kisses, 
but to send cigars instead, as I 
now have to limit myself to two- 
a-day.’ 


Dark Checking’ 
Of Flat-Rental 
Pix Irks Exhibs 


Philadelphia, July 8. 
Latest beef among Philly exhibs 











lis the alleged practice by some dis- 


tributors of ‘dark checking’ films 
that have been bought on a fiat 
rental basis. . 
According to the theatre op- 
erators, some of the distributors 
have been placing spotters near 
their houses to check the business 
done by their respective pictures. 
The stunt, the exhibs claim, is be- 


| ing used by the distributors as a 


basis for rentals for future prod- 
uct. 

The exhibitors complain that this 
method gives the distribs a ‘dis- 


| torted’ picture of the situation, es- 


pecially if the sub-rosa-checking {is 


being done on a picture that’s a 
sleeper and happens to be doing 
business, 


‘They never check a turkey,’ one 
exhib complained. 

Chief complaint seems to be that 
distribs are bent on jacking up 
prices on good product, but never 


make adjustments on the floppolas. | 


Beefed one exhib: 

‘If I play a picture on percent- 
age,'I expect to be checked at the 
boxoffice. But when a film is bought 
outright, why should it be dark- 
*checked. If the picture happens 
to be a dark horse and click, why 
should this be used as a yardstick 
on my business, for future deals. 
Why doesn’t the exchange cooperate 
when some of the flat rentals flop 
at the boxoffice and I need adjust- 
ment. Or why doesn't the dis- 
tri buter~ makes -thinss-up wk: 

highly touted 
shows falls down?’ 

Distribs, however, defend the 
‘dark check’ practice. It gives them 
a legitimate method on _ grossing 
power of product, they claim. It 
also gives them an opportunity of 


percentage 


finding out average business of any 


given house, they say. 


Some exhibs have tried to get 
the cop on the beat to force the 
checker to vamoose. Others are 


talking about taking legal action to 
stop the practice. 





U Board Meets Thurs. 


Regular quarterly meeting of Uni- 
versal’s board of directors is slated 
for tomorrow (Thursday) in New 
York. This is the session supposed 
to have been held. last week but 
postponed because a special direc- 
torate’s meeting had been held the 
week before, and also because both 
. Cheever Cowdin, chairman, and 
Nate Blumberg, president, were out 
of N. Y. 


Cowdin went to the Coast the 
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TURNING POINT 


July 4th Weekend’s Marked 
Upbeat in Film Business 
Proves Anew That Good 
Films Will Get Generous 
Support at Wickets 








OTHER CONCLUSIONS 





With the terrific grosses rung up 
by film houses throughout the na- 
tion over the holiday weekend, fol- 
lowing other more minor signs of 
an upturn during the past couple 
weeks, film men are hopeful that 
the turning point may Fave arrived 
in the slump which has bogged the 
industry since April 1. Mindful that 
much of the Friday-Saturday-Sun- 
day b.o. strength resulted directly 
from the rain which soaked down 
most of the country, distribs and 
exhibs, seeking any rift in the black 
clouds, are looking on the July 4th 


weekend as a sign of better things 
to come. 


Wrether of real significance or 
not, record-breaking crowds that 
filled every seat and stood behind 
ropes in hundreds of houses pro- 
vided the industry with its first 
cheerful note in months. Following 
day after day of long faces and vy- 
ing by theatre men as to who did 
the worst biz the previous evening, 
exhib circles and distribs’ home of- 
fices and branches took on a wel- 
come note of optimism on Monday 
(7) as reports came in and word 
seeped around that the long holiday 
weekend had been tremendous. 


After weeks of stabbing in the 
dark by the high and low of the 
industry, as well as by outsiders, 
on ‘what’s the matter with the busi- 
ness?,’ it took a rxinstorm to prove: 

1. People have money and will 
spend it for pictures. 

2. People are not ‘too tired,’ ‘too 
busy’ or ‘too preoccupied with world 
events’ to attend a film. 

3. Pictures are no 
they’ve ever been. 

4. No strange malady has over- 
jtaken the population to cause it to 
| lose its interest or desire to see 
pictures, 


worse than 








‘RKO Suspends Mercury 
Theatre’s Dot Comingore 


Hollywood, July 8. 
RKO slapped a suspension on Dor- 
othy Comingore for turning down 
the role in ‘Weekend for Three,’ the 
first on her new contract. 
| She's the Mercury 





ner 
s,N€T 


pi wer 


ti nlic ‘ 4g4ige ee ol ‘ 
Welles ia-‘€itizen Kane. 
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Kane Changing Studios In 


London for Three 20th Pix | 


Hollywood, July 8. 


Robert T. Kane, producer of 20th-| 
|Fox pictures in England, who has 
been in Hollywood laying the 
groundwork for the American pro- 


duction of ‘Law and Order’ and 
in August to make three films at} 
erations for 20th-Fox on the isle. | 


Pictures are ‘Spitfire,’ ‘Uncensored’ | 
and ‘Paddy the Next Best Thing.’ 





Harry Cohn in N. Y. 
Hollywood, July 8. 

Cohn planed east to pass 

two or three weeks working on sales 


Harry 





campaigns for the nine new com- 
pleted Columbia pix, of which six | 
are in the ‘A’ group. | 

Nate Spingold, Col N. Y. exec, ac- 





middle of last week, returning this 


week in time for the board session. } companied. 
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who got a picture break with. Orson | 


Kiln Stunter Nabbed-Fot'* 


Shepherd's Bush, the new seat of op- | 0, the Federal charge which carries 


HEARTEN 








THIS MAY AF Barney Balaban Deprecates Recent 
Over-Emphasis on How Bad the Pix 
Biz Is; Terms It a Vicious Circle’ 





Balaban’s Parable 





Paramount prexy Barney Bala- 
ban, speaking of the consent de- 
cree last week, declared that 
it compares in some ways with 
a foundling discovered on the 
doorstep. ‘Your first reaction,’ 
he explained, ‘is what the blank- 
ety is this blinkety doing here? 

‘Then you keep looking at it 
and the first thing you know you 
begin thinking: ‘This is a pretty 
cute kid’.’ 


Production Code 


Now a Composite 
Administration 











Self-censorship of films, via the 
Hays office, no longer is @ one-man 
burden, as it developed under Jo- 
seph I. Breen, but now a composite 
problem of the Production Code Ad- 
ministration board. New procedure 


board, where formerly they were 
signed by Breen. 

Although Geoffrey Shurlock is 
serving as acting head of the PCA 
the Hays office apparently now 
favors the 


over crackdown rules, In this way, 
fewer wrangles are anticipated. Two 
board members will be assigned to 
cover each picture as it goes into 
production, but any edict or inter- 
pretation of PCA rules will be sig- 
natured by the PCA board. 


2D TRIAL IN WM. FOX 
BRIBERY ON JULY 28 


Philadelphia, July 8. 

U. S. Circuit Court Judge J. War- 
ren Davis and Morgan Kaufman, 
Scranton attorney, charged with ob- 
taining bribes from film magnate 
William Fox, will go on trial for a 
second time July 28. The first ended 
in a mistrial when the jury failed to 
agree on a verdict. 

Davis is accused of getting $27,000 
from Fox to act favorably on litiga- 
tion in the Circuit Court in connec- 
tion with Fox’s bankruptcy. Kauf- 
man is charged with being the go- 
| between, 








| . e 
| Impersonating U.S. Officer 
Detroit, July 8. 
Because a professional discount is 


given by hotels to some Federal of- 


ificers, Jay Arnold, 45,- former film 
stunt pilot, was arrested here on a 
charge of impersonating an officer. 


He is accused of having masqueraded 
las a U. S. Army major in April and 
| May to take advantage of those re- 


‘My | duced hotel rates. 
Gal Sal,’ shoves off for London late | 


Arrested by the FBI he was haled 
before the U. S. Commissioner here 


|a maximum penalty of three years’ 


imprisonment and a $1,000 fine. Ar- 
nold said he was a stunt flyer who 
had worked in a score of pictures 


and presently was employed as a /| 


Civilian Aeronautics Board engineer. 





Taurog Directs Shirley 
Hollywood, July 8. 
Norman Taurog draws the director 
assignment on ‘Kathleen,’ the Shirley 
Temple starrer, slated to go into pro- 
duction July 14 at Metro. 
George Haight is producing. 


is for all letters to producers from |} 
the PCA to bear the signature of the | 


idea that no one man} 
should bear the brunt of complaints | 
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Although the film industry may 
rightfully be disappointed that it 
hasn’t profited in ratio to other 
businesses from the nation’s heavy 
defense spending, the b.o. record 
isn’t half so black as it is currently 
being made to appear, Barney Bala- 
ban declared last week. Paramount 
prexy asserted that the to-do which 
has recenily gone up about poor 
business has gotten back to the pub- 
lic, however, and made it think 
something is wrong with pictures, 
resulting in a vicious circle that has 
|}really hurt grosses. 
| ‘Attendance at our theatres,’ Par 
topper contended, ‘has been higher 
than last year both for the period 
beginning Jan. 1 and the period be- 
ginning April 1, when the slump set 
in. And for the six weeks preceding 
April 1 we were really getting our 
share of the defense spending.’ 

Despite the greater number of ad- 
missions, Balaban admitted receipts 
| were less than a year ago. He at- 
tributed that in part to the effect 
|that the $1.10 levy for ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ was having on totals in 
1940. Also, he said, as far as can 
be determined by Paramount’s own 
scales, admission prices are down 
about l4c from a year ago as the 
result of the change which brought 
the tax base down from 40c to 20c. 

[A theatre exec of Loew’s declared 
that both receipts and admissions to 
his company’s houses were below 
{those of a year ago without taking 
into consideration ‘GWTW,’ which is 
|always eliminated, as a freak, from 
such computations.] 


| Readjustment Period 





Floundering as much as anyone 
else on a reason for the slide in 
| business, Balaban suggested that it 
is the result of a huge readjust- 
;ment which is taking place in the 
| United States. ‘With defense in full 
swing,’ he explained, ‘thousands of 
country people are moving to the 
cities, a million boys are being sent 
|to camp and their families by the 
ithousands are traveling to visit them. 
'Soon, I hope, this readjustment pe- 
riod will be over and film business 
| will snap up.’ 
| Paramount prexy turned to the 
record to prove that it hasn’t been 
poor pictures that has caused the de- 
cline in grosses. He produced a con 
fidential analysis of all major prod- 
uct, especially prepared only for 
himself and Par theatre execs Leon- 
ard Goldenson and Sam Dembow, 
Jr. Comparison of film between this 
year and last showed virtually no 
differences. Quality of product dur- 
ing June was slightly below that of 
1940, but that for July and August 
| promises to be slightly better than 
was dished up last summer. 

No Hope to End Duals Now 
ties jual bills mie , 

The end of dual bills might be 

of the solution for increased 


2 eae nnn 
bud ; 


; part 
- bh Verb de VRE gern te dk 

no hope that any of the current 
drives for single features will meet 


with success. Asked if Paramount 
might take the lead in abolishing 
twin bills, he replied: 

‘Double features appear to be 
something our patrons are against in 


theory but not in practice, for none 


of our experimental efforts to end 
them has been successful. The only 
way to make a real test would be 


to get every theatre in a territory to 
| abolish duals at one time. And with 
'that, I have no doubt, the indepen- 
dent producers and_ distributors 
would immediately report us to the 
Department of Justice as conspira- 
|tors, which we would be in a tech- 
So it is an experiment 
| we can’t even try.’ 

Only optimism Balaban expresses 


for possibi'ity of ending twin fea- 
itures lies in consent decree selling. 
|He feels that exhibs, doing their 
buying onlv ‘or the immediate fue 


ture instead of having to use up two, 
ithree or four companies’ product, 
purchased in ~*v-nce, may fall into 
the practice «* | “~king only one fea- 
ture when t*-~ think that it is good 
jenough. (Cf with a surplus of 

(Con‘inved on page 18) 
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Happy-Days-In-Dixie; They Expect | 
Tiffany Soon to Open a Branch On 





Tobacco Road: Defense Booms Amus. 


nA 


Spartanburg, S. C., July 8. 

Don’t be surprised if Tiffany’s 
opens a Tobacco Road branch! 

Down here they’ve tossed the last 
of the Confederate money away, 
suh, and if you’ve got just a grand 
or two, don’t expect much attention 
from the streamlined southerners, 
who are rolling in clover and expect 
to keep on doing so just as long as 
the damyankees pay their income 
and other taxes. 

Theatres are jammed throughout 
the cotton belt. Big name bands 
playing the lint and tobacco circuits 
have to handle their trombones ex- 
pertly—what with dancers crowding 
right up against the platform—and 
all the maestros of jive are angling 
for encore space and dates, regard- 
less of the fact that until a few 
months ago only a few of ‘hem both- 
ered to toot this side of the Mason- 
Dixon line, and then only in the 
winter time. Concert artists protect 
their local guarantees and waltz off 
rostrums with tidy sums; gal shows 
are working over time, and radio 
advertising volumes are listed at an 
all-time high. 

May roundup reported approxi- 
mately $80,000,000 in national de- 
fense construction planned or under 
way in the Carolinas, Virginia and 
Georgia. 

Gov. Burnet R. Maybank (S. C.), 
approached for revised dope on the 
subject, said $80,000,000 would be 
spent on fall maneuvers between 
Fort Jackson, S. C., and Fort Bragg, 
N. S. 

Jeeps for ‘Jeeters’ 

Augusta has forgottea its “Tobac- 
co Road’ fuss—it’s being streamlined, 
and instead of ‘Jeeters. the jeeps 
(high and fast army motor cars) will 
soon be rolling out that way. Hang- 
ars to house 75 warplanes are going 
up fast on the same far-famed thor- 
oughfare. Project is part of a new 
$27,300,000 defense project a-build- 
ing in these parts. A $22,800,000 
army camp, on blueprints and set 
for August dirt-breaking, is the fea- 
ture attraction. It will employ 10,- 
000 men six months. A ‘little’ $2,- 
000,000 project is also opening up at 
Augusta arsenal. New homes for 
air base workers are itemed at $311,- 
000. Annual payroll is figured at 
$15,000,000. 

Camp Croft, Spartanburg, recently 
completed $11,000,000, 18,000-man 
army camp, is letting contracts 
again, the first lot running over 
$250,000. 

Augusta camp will house 35,000 
men, Payroll for Croft, with 18,000 
men, runs around $300,000 per dis- 
tribution—with Augusta payoff fig- 


ured at twice that amount. Fort 
Jackson, S. C., is pouring out 
around $500,000 each payday. Fort 


Bragg, N. C., is much larger. 

Ralph Harston, Southern States 
manager of Dodge Reports-Service, 
turned in a $100,000,000 increase re- 
port on Dixie construction January- 
May. as compared with totals for the 
same 1940 period. 

Marketing of $1,000,000 Spartan- 
burg county peach crop is starting. 
Peak near end of month. State crop 
will run much higher with 2,400 cars 
a week at $500 a car starting out of 


tutact6”~ Sates ‘aiso “upening up in 
Georgia, to be followed by Carolinas 
and Virginia auctions in a few weeks, 
bringing in around $15,000,000 more 
—and flue-cured ain’t all—they sell 
burley tobacco around Christmas. 
Dr. W. P. Jacobs, executive vice- 
president, South Carolina Cotton 
Manufacturers Ass’n, and local tex- 
tile executives report wag2-hour 
law administration wage boosts, 
coming this month, will add $1,000,- 
000 per year to pay envelopes of 
workers in this county’s 30 large 
mills, with much larger amount in 
S. C., multiplied heavily in North 
Carolina and Georgia. This acds to 
a $1,000,000 per year boost to Spar- 
tanburg area textile wages, effective 
April 24. Figures just posted show 
last wage hike nets - $9,000,000 for 
South Carolina and Georgia—and 
the mill folks are great show fans. 





Canada’s $1l-a-Yearer 
Ottawa, July 8. 
David If. Coplan, Columbia Pic- 
tu.cs sales execs in Canada, has 
been named by the Canadian gov- 
ernment to a $l-a-year post as an 
advisor to the National Film Board 
on matters relating to distribution 





Good ‘York’ Campaign | 





Warners’ Charlie Einfeld got 
plenty of space in the metropoli- 
tan dailies on the ‘Sergeant 
York’ opening at the Astor, 
N. Y. Apart from its being a 
natural, according to trade 
analysis, the campaign embraces 
radio spot announcements (for 
which WB went to J. Walter 
Thompson agency, away from its 
own Blaine Thompson agency), 
outdoor billboards, daily ads, etc. 

By the time the ‘York’ run is 
over in New York, the ballyhoo 
(including cost of the Astor’s 
new lights) will come to $80,000. 


— 


‘YORK’ PACING AS BIG | 
AS ‘GONE’; BIG ADVANCE; 


Caught in the upsurge of Broad- 
way business over the holiday week- 
end, ‘Sergeant York’ (WB-Lasky) is 
off to a flying boxoffice start at the 
Astor (N. Y.), its premiere and solo 
engagement in the country. It has 
been a sellout since opening last 
Wednesday (2). 

With large sections of the orches- 











the two opening days, film notwith- 
standing took in approximately $19,- 
000 through Monday. Playing regu- 
larly two-a-day, extra shows were 
given at 6 p.m. on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday. 


Best barometer of the substantial 
take is that the picture has picked 
up before the end of its first week 
an advance sale in excess of $6,000, 
a figure comparable to the advance 
at the same period of ‘Gone with 
the Wind,’ which played the Astor 
for nine months. It is Broadway 
consensus that ‘York’ may prove 
generally the industry’s best money- 
getter since ‘Gone.’ 


Warners is not rushing plans for 
out-of-town openings. S. Charles 
Einfeld is gandering Washington as 
a likely followup spot. If ‘York’ fits 
nationally into the roadshow groove, 
its general release is likely to be 
withheld more than a year. 

S. Charles Einfeld planed to Wash- 
ington last (Tuesday) night to set up 
roadshowing of ‘York’ there. Picture 
will go into the Earle, and plan for 
putting film into a second house also 


| by Universal. 


tra reserved for press and trade on | 





Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, July 8. 
Eleanor Parker drew player con- 
tract at Warners. 
Sy Bartlett’s writing pact renewed 
by Samuel Goldwyn. 
Nell O’Day’s player option lifted 











Russell Arms inked actor deal at 
Warners. : 
Elaine Brandes 
ticket at Paramount. 
Herbert Anderson’s player option 
hoisted by Warners. 

Arthur Arent signed to scripting 
contract by Warners. 

Edmund Gwenn and Metro got to- 
gether on*new contract. 

Nancy Gates drew player deal at 
RKO. 

Frank Martinelli signed acting 
pact with RKO with permission to 
finish his final college semester next 
winter. 

Errol Flynn optioned for another 
hitch at Warners. 

Tony Gaudio, cameraman, had his 
contract renewed by Warners. 

Margaret Hayes handed new act- 
ing pact at Paramount. ; 

S. M. Behrman tagged to contract 
at Metro. 

S. Sylvan Simon, director, 
newed by Metro. 

Marjorie Weaver's option picked 
up by 20th-Fox. 

Mary Anderson drew acting ticket 
at Paramount. 

Lucien Ballard signed for year as 
cameraman at 20th-Fox. 

Inez Cooper inked player pact at 
Metro. 

Edwin Gilbert’s writer 
picked up by Warners. 

Louise LaPlanche drew acting 
ticket at Paramount. 


PAR’S REGIONAL SALES 
MEETS; 1ST BATCH OF 5 


Announcement of a series of Para- 
mount regional sales confabs to dis- 
cuss plans and policies on 1941-42 
product, starting July 18, was made 
yesterday (Tuesday) by Neil Agnew, 
company’s sales manager. It also 
was announced that Par would hold 
trade screenings for exhibitors on 
the first five pictures, sold under the 
Consent Decree rules, July 28-30 in- 
clusive. These are ‘Nothing But the 
Truth,’ ‘Hold Back the Dawn,’ ‘Buy 
Me That Town,’ ‘Henry Aldrich for 
President’ and ‘New York Town.’ 

Agnew will talk at the sales meet- 
ings in New York and Boston, and 
aiso will preside at the Atlanta 
session. Charles Reagan, assistant 
sales manager, will preside at the 
Chicago, Dallas and Kansas City 
sessions. J. J. Unger, eastern divi- 
sion manager, will cali meetings to 
order in Boston, Philadelphia, Cleve- 
land and N. Y., while George Smith, 
western division manager, will pre- 
side at the Los Angeles and Denver 


handed player 


re- 


option 











is being mulled. 


meetings. 





U.S. Red-Tape and Brasshats Have 


Newsreels Groggy on Defense Shots 





Censorship of shorts and newsreels 
is gradually taking on the shape of 
a giant octopus, since the state of 


seem atm SY Noe SAE lll cs case 3 age eam we pic ge mapas: yas: BESISE A. BK 


several weeks 


ago by President 
out via direct military orders, or 
through the ‘please don’t 
method. Editors of the reels are now 
convinced that the situation is grow- 


Roosevelt, with tentacles reaching) ority’s action in banning a News of 


use’ 


that of Agriculture, will devote all 
his time to the latter from now on. 
Possibly the most vivid example 





| bicidres Th ANE A hr ctOmaer ae 
| fense activity was the naval auth- 


Day yarn for USO. Latter made the 
clip to emphasize the urgent need 
| for recreational spots for men on 
leave. Newsreel made pictures aof 


WE od gensoring 25 a week and credit for collabing on the song . 
oad 


ing more muddled each week, with, overcrowded conditions in the small 

first the navy and now the army| YMCA hut and other spots at Nor- 

seeking legislation which would fur- | folk, Va., sailors being photographed 

ther hinder photographing of national | while they slept on the floor, on bil- 

defense objects by the newsreels, | liard tables and in phone booths be- 
Latest crackdown is the report! cause of lack of space. 


statute to enforce any person photo- 
graphing anything showing soldiers 
to first get a permit from a dele- 
gated top army official. Newsreel 
boys believe this would necessitate 
a ‘permit’ for any defense story 
since soldiers appear in nearly every 


that the War Dept. is seeking a| 


When navy brasshats saw the clip, 
they threw up their hands in horror 
and rejected the story. They claimed 
that no good sailor takes off his shoes 
to sleep and would not sleep on the 
floor anyway. The USO ttried for 
several weeks to get the story re- 
leased through the navy’s chief of 


one of them. 

Newsreels hope for a single con- 
trolling body or official, with the! 
film industry cooperating and given | 
special authorization to get vital 


operations, but finally received word 
that it had been inadvertently de- 
stroyed. 

Crackdown by the Maritime Com- 
: | mission was via the ‘request’ method, 
stories, such as Canada has just es-| which further confuses the newsreels 
tablished. Canadian information, | editors because not being too specific 
cinema, radio broadcasting and tour-| as to material or what will be the 
ist services are now grouped peers fr eemgpesenyes if used. Details of the 

| 





one head, with J. T. Thorson as min-! order are so sweeping that the reels 
ister of National War Services.|fear it will bar them from photo- 
James Gardiner, who has been Min- | graphing any boat leaving U. S. 





and exhibition. 


Strained Interludes 


By Ernest Lehman 





Incentive to Banknite 
‘Thank you, Don, and good evening, ladies and gentlemen of the radio 
audience . . . I don’t have to tell you what is taking piace here tonight 
at the Carthay Circle . . I'm sure Don has been bringing you all the 
glamor and heart-beat of this premiere in his usual grand style . 
Naturally, I’m tremendously flattered to have the mike for these few 
moments . . I know that you'd all rather hear from the lovely star of 
this picture, Carole Montross, instead of the producer, but while I have 
this opportunity I would like to express my public acknowledgment of all 
the grand cooperation on the part of Miss Montross, her co-star, Romney 
D'Arcy, director George Barrett, John Glenby and William Gaylen, who 
wrote the script, and all the others in the cast and on the set. . . With- 
out their superlative teamwork, ‘Dawn’s Early Light’ would never have 
been possible . . . Whether or not my picture is a success, I want to say 
here and now that I have never worked with a finer group of people. . 
Thank you, and goodnight.’ 

(‘Why did I even bother to look at the rushes . . I should have 

just sneaked it into the cans and given my ulcers a rest until to- 
night . . . Zukor’s still in the business after 30 years, and it looks like 
I’m out after three . .~ Ruth always’said I should stick to a megaphone 
and to hell with a producer’s desk . . . I’ve lost my hair, my health, 
and after they see this one, my reputation and my job. . . What have 
Zanuck, Wallis and Selznick got that I haven’t got? . . . I know what 
I got that they haven’ got . . . I got Carole Montross, who comes on 
the lot every morning through the courtesy of Gordon’s Gin . 
Brandt never called HER boxoffice poison . . . She’s the emetic. . . 
I got D’Arcy, who cost me three weeks of retakes because Hays don't 
like what he does with his paws . . I got Barrett, whose idea of 
getting movement into his scenes is to have his actors shift in their 
seats while gabbing . . . I got Gaylen and Glenby, who when they're 
not picking their teeth are picking the horses, and when they’re not 
doing that, write screenplays like their mothers were frightened by 
Harold Bell Wright . . . And I got Giannini with the light brown notes 
to remind me that I gotta bring the works in on time, whether or not 
Montross is too blind to read the blackboard . . . I wonder if Capra 
ever had to shoot around a hangover? . . . It’s not bad enough that I 
gotta go in there and sit in on my own funeral. . . What am I going 
to say afterwards when the lights go up? . . I'd eat those screen 
credits if they’d let me . . I'd swallow every foot of celluloid if I 
knew it would keep this nightmare from the screen . . . Maybe it all 
doesn’t serve me tight? . . . If I had let them use the rippling water 
shot behind my name, it wouldn’t have been legible!’) 





Nitery Nightingale 


‘Thank you! Thank you! And now, ladies and gentlemen, the 
piece de resistance of our little show . . . She needs no introduction... 
That glamorous, glorious star of radio, stage and screen . . Her voice 
has thrilled the crowned heads of Europe . . She was the dariing of 
Paris and Rio, the sweetheart of London and Buenos Aires . .It is my 
proud pleasure to present—direct from a triumphant tour of the capitals 
of South America and the 48 United States—that lovely singer of lovely 
songs . . . The Parisienne nightingale—Cherie Luval!!!’ 

(‘Go on, clap, suckers . . And don’t be fooled by her body... 
Wait’ll you hear what comes out of that mouth . . . A night club emcee 
with my imagination don’t belong in show business . I oughta 
be drawing ‘Superman’ or ‘Buck Rogers . . I'm the H. G. Wells of 
Broadway . . . They oughta call this joint the Tall Story and Short 
Change Club. . . I dunno how I keep a straight face when they turn 
all that candlepower on me and I start spilling that spiel . . . Either 
I’ve been playing too much poker or I’m dead and I don’t know it... 
Yes, my fine Three-Feathered friends, by special request of her man- 
ager, I give you that off-key, off-color piece-de-No-resistance who has 
charmed and been paid off by men of radio, stage and screen. . . Her 
voice has nauseated two ex-kings . . . She’s heard the razzberry from 
the Riviera to the Rockaways . . They think less of her in London 
than they do in Lindy’s . . I stand here because I got an ex-wife 
and kids and because Hollywood don’t want beautiful men anymore 
and because I never bothered to learn shorthand and typing... I 
stand here for a pittance and give you, for a mere $2 minimum and a 
nod from the headwaiter—direct from a flight from the capitals of 
Europe and an egg-playiny expedition through 48 unfortunate States— 
that perfectly smelly singer of perfectly swell songs . .The dame 
who was born and bred in Brooklyn and the last time she saw Paris 
was in 1923—Vera Lipkin!!!) 





No Rodgers But All Hart 


‘It ain’t no Berlin, Kern or Porter, but when it goes in one ear, it 
comes outta the other leaving you with something to hum. . . I wouldn't 
say it’s the best ditty I ever scribbled—but I ain’t sayin’ it’s the worst... 
On sheets it’s going like griddle-cakes, and if you been around the jukes 
I don’t have to tell you what it’s doing on wax . . . On my wife and kids, 
Harry, when the Ink Spots heard it they said they don’t care no moré 
«bout ‘If I Didden Care’ . . Dorsey took one lissen and says to me him- 
self personally he’ll never smile again at ‘I’ll Never Smile Again’. . . Look, 
I been on the Hit Parade before, so it ain’t exactly a new sensation, but 
No. 1 six weeks running is something doesn’t happen to you every week 
. . . I ain’t no monarchist, but when I see them royalty checks, I—what'’s 
that? . . . Logan? . . . Oh, he’s just a kid outta N. Y. U.. . . He gimme 
a few ideas in the words department . . . He's a good kid, his old lady is 
poor, I figure all he needs is a little push to get started . . . So I give him 
. Yeah, he gimme a 
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(‘Where’s that waiter with the check? . . . Every time you want une” 
of those tray-toters they’re in the kitchen, and when you don’t want 
them, they’re breathing down your neck . . . I gotta get out of here 
fast . . . I gotta get uptown to the Bronx and get that kid outta bed 
and I gotta get his name on a contract but quick . . . His lyrics is what 
made this tune and it looks like I ain’t kiddin’ nobody about it—least of 
all myself . - And when I can’t kid even myself anymore, I can’t 
kid no one ...I ain’t no Rodgers, but that kid is plenty Hart, and 
soon as he gathers together enough moo to drop into Lindy’s and do a 
little ear-bending, he’s gon®a hear words that don’t go good with the 
song-and-dance I been giving him at 25 smackers a week . . . I gotta 
get out of here . . . Where the hell is that waiter?’) 


THIRD APPEALS CASE Clubs’ Golferies 
FILED SINCE DECREE Detroit, July 8. 


Third appeals case under the con- 
sent Cecree was filed this week by 


the Westway, Baltimore, in its 
squawk against 20th-Fox, Loew’s 
and Warner Bros. Sefton Darr, ar- 
bitrator, had held that the clearance 
of the Edgewood theatre over the 
Westway house was reasonable. It 
is this decision which is being ap- 
pealed. 

It’s the first appeals case involv- 
ing clearance, other two being ‘some 








| Variety 


Planning its first All-Industry 
Outing, the Detroit Variety Club has 
named John R. McPherson, National 
Screen Service manager, chairman 
in charge of the affair to be held in 
August. The annual golf tournament 
has been set for July 21 under di- 
rection of John Howard, former na- 
tional Variety chairman. 








Buff Variety’s Golf Tourney 
Buffalo, July 8. 
Buffalo Variety Club, Tent No. 7, 
stages its annual golf tournament 
and dinner dance Aug. 4 at Wilmont 





ister of War Services as well as shores. 
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PUT DUALS UP 








First Witness in Crescent Trial 


Testifies of Alleged Coercion 
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Nashville, July 8. 

Dramatic start was given the anti- 
trust suit on trial here by the Gov- 
ernment with its initial witness tes- 
tifying today (Tuesday) that the 
Crescent Amusement Co. (Tony 
Sudekum chain) attempted to virtu- 
ally slug him into selling a half-in- 
terest in his house. Witness, Arthur 
Mitchell, indie exhib of Russellville, 
Ky., declared that a Crescent rep in 
1935 told him he’d have to part with 
a 50% interest in his property or 
the circuit would build in opposition 
to him in Russellville. 

On trial in the proceedings, which 
got under way yesterday (Monday) 
before federal district Judge Elmer 
Davies, are Columbia, United Art- 


ists, Universal and five  exhibs, 
Crescent, Nu Strand, Lyric Amus. 
Co., Rockwood Amusements, Ken- 


tucky Amus. Co, and Louis Rosen- 
baum Theatres. Suit, brought by 
the anti-trust division of the Depart- 
ment of Justice, is being heard with- 
out a jury, as it is felt that the tes- 
timony will be of such a technical 
nature that the 12 good men and 
true in the box would not be able to 
fully understand it. Motion filed 
Saturday (5) to have a jury trial 
was withdrawn yesterday. 





Judge Davies today overruled 
Crescent’s motion to quash the Gov- | 
ernment subpoena forcing Tony 
Sudekum, Crescent prez; R. E.| 
Baulch, secretary-treasurer, and Ker- 
mit C. Stengel, official of two af- 
filiated companies, to produce inter- 
office communications and memos 
covering the years 1934-40, inclusive. 

Among observers in the courtroom 
are J. Meyer Schine of Gloversville, 
N.Y., president of Schine Theatres, 
and former Judge Willard S. McKay, 
his counsel. Government has similar 
prosecution pending against Schine’s 
circuit. 

Trial is expected to last from four 
to eight weeks, with the Govern- 
ment taking ‘two or three weeks, or 
maybe only 10 days’ to present its 
case. Government announced that 
the ‘Big Five,’ which were released 
from the Crescent action when the 
consent decree was signed, and UA| 
and U had complied with sulfpoenas | 
to produce records, but that Col h2d 
not, although the records had been 
brought to Nashville. Judge rules 
that Col’s books be maintained on 
file for Government inspection. 

Eighteen iegal wizards are taking | 
part in the battle, 11 for the de-| 
fendants and seven for the Govern- | 
ment. 
Heading the Government's counsel | 
is Allen A. Dobey of the antitrust | 
division of the Department of Jus- | 
tice. Aiding him are trust-busters | 
Robert L. Wright, Seymour Simon, | 
John F, Clagett, Frank Cunningham, | 
Albert Bogess and Assistant U.S. | 
District Attorney Owen W. Hughes | 
of Nashville, 

George H. Armistead, Jr., heads 


Crescent and allied companies de- 








< OTUMOta Seine Teas rome Builivecud alia | 
Herman Finklestein from New York 
to head its defense; Universal is rep- | 
resented by Edward C. Raftery and 
Adolph Schimel of N.Y. Arthur | 
Driscoll and Benjamin Pepper of 
N.Y., head United Artist legal staff. | 





| complete 


Twickenham and Kandel 
Settling Their Pix Suit 
A suit by Twickenham Film Stu- | 


dios, _Ltd., and Roddison Douglas | 
Brewis, as receiver, against Olympic | 
| 


Pictures Corp. Feature Distribu- 
tors, Inc., and Morris J. Kandel, 
president of both defendant corpora- 
tions, is in process of settlement. 
Action claims breach of contract and | 
seeks an accounting. | 

It is Claimed that on Feb. 6, 1935, 
plaintiff turned over some 15 fea-| 
tures to Kandel to be distributed in| 
the U, S., including ‘The Wandering | 
Jew.’ It is alleged that after the 
five-year period had ended in 1940, 
defendant refused to return the 
Prints and accessories, and refused 
to account for monies received. Ap- 
pointment of a receiver for the de- 
endant corporations and an injunc- 
tion are being asked. 





Hot-Seat for Tots 





Atlantic City, July 8. 

This modern age is too much 
for the tiny tots at the Embassy 
theatre here. House, which just 
moved into a remodeled bank 
building, has installed new-type 
seats with springs to make ’em 
go up when not in use. 

Springs, however, are appar- 
ently too strong for the four- 
and-five-year-olds, They are 
constantly being doubled up as 
an untoward shifting of weight 
cause the seat to fold..e 
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Directors Nearing 
Deal With Indies, 


Majors on Wages 


Hollywood, July 8. 
Agreement on a minimum scale 
for directors is expected to be 
reached this week, with both indies 
and majors agreed on all but a few 
minor points. Ihdies meet tomor- 
(9) to vote acceptance of the 











row 


i Screen Directors Guild proposal. 


Under provisions of the indie pact, 
minimum would start at $300 weekly 
for directors working on pictures 
costing $15,000 or less, with a guar- 
antee of two weeks’ work. Pictures 
budgeted up to $25,000 would call 
for a minimum of $400, and those 
costing in excess of $25,000 would 
pay directors $450 weekly, with three 
weeks’ guaranteed employment. 

Minimum for major company ac- 


|tion pictures would be $350 weekly, 


with three weeks’ guarantee. Mini- 
mum on major features would ,be 
pegged at $1,500, with work guaran- 
teed for four and a half weeks. 
Minimum scale for shorts in the in- 
die field has been dropped from con- 
sideration. 

Producers, through Y. Frank Free- 
man, announced that since their de- 
liberations with SDG had leaked out, 
no publicity on the proposed rates 
would be given out until contracts 
have either been signed or the deal 
chilled. 


SEARS EXPECTS 300 
FOR WB CHI CONFAB 





tendance of about 300 for the five- 
day convention which general sales 
manager Grad Sears has set for July 
28-Aug. 1 
will preside, 
delegation to Chicago by a week to 
arrangements there for 
roadshowing of ‘Sergeant York.’ 
Canadian salesmen ill be called 


in Chicago Sears, who 


will 


. 


will precede the main | 


' 
| 


in for a regional huddle next Tues- | 


not apply there. Wolfe Cohen, dis- 
trict manager, will head up the con- 
vention, 





Pix Cos.’ Own Wardens 





Film companies, such as Warners, 
20th-Fox and Paramount, which 
have home-offices in their own 
buildings in N.Y. City, have been 
asked to qualify company employees 
as air raid wardens by Police Com- 
missioner Valentine. 

These watchers would serve dur- 
ing any emergency or temporary 
blackouts. 








CHAINS LEAVE 
T TO CHI FANS 


Schoenstadt and _ Essaness 
Groups Switch to Singles 
This Week, Experiment- 
ally, Now That the Illinois 
Anti-Dual Bill Was Killed 


—_—— — 


B. & K. PLANS VAGUE 








Chicago, July 8. 
With the anti-double feature bill 


! 
defeated in the State Legislature! 


when the Senate failed to okay the | 
measure, the indie exhibs in Chicago 
are going back to another try at 


single features through a direct ap- 
peal to the public to make its choice. 
Two circuits this week switch to 
single bills in their key houses on a 
trial basis. 

In placing single features in these 
houses, the circuits are advertising 
the fact direct to the public that it 
will be up to the customers whether 
singles stay or go. 

Two circuits experimenting with 
the singles are the Schoenstadt and 
Essaness groups. Former circuit has 
put singles into its big southside key-| 
stone, the Piccadilly, while the | 
Essaness single-biller is the modern} 
Lamar, located in the Oak Park) 
westside suburb. The Lamar was| 
built by Loew’s three years ago when | 
there was a boycott on among local} 
exhibs against Metro product and/| 
Loew’s started to build its own! 
houses. The Lamar was the only | 
house erected though Loew’s had op- 
tions on several sites. Boycott was 
dropped and Loew’s turned the 
house over to Essaness. 

Balaban & Katz, the circuit held 
responsible by the indie exhibitors 
for the continuation of the double 
feature policy in Chicago, has made 
no plans for reverting to single fea- 
tures in the nabes. 


FOX WISCONSIN 
FINDS SOLO 
PIX OK 


Milwaukee, July 8. 


Making another effort to restore 
the policy of single features, the Fox 














+ 





Wisconsin Amus. Corp. is adopting 
this plan in many of its houses | 
throughout the state independently 
of other theatres. 
accepted the dual policy in the win- 
ter months complained in such num- | 


Patrons who had | 
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sit through in tne summertime that 
circuit execs concluded this might be | 
a potent reason for the present drop 
in business, hence the reversion to a 
solo policy | 

An A feature with a selected pro- | 
gram of shorts is clicking in 
spots and the same policy is 


some 


grad- 


| ually being extended to other towns 
| Wherever profitable it will be made], 


the permanent policy, with the man- 


| day and Wednesday (15-16) in Mont- | agers hoping it will pave the way fo1 
real, as consent decree-selling does | general 
|solo policy. | 


resumption of the former | 


The present time was considered | 


. > ina . — “hips ¢ 
propitious for the statewide experi- | 'eps en route at Chicago, Omaha and | 
ment because business is so bad now | Salt Lake City. 


that it cannot possibly be any worse; 
the solo policy may improve it, and | 
anyway it makes operating econo- 
mies possible that may mean the dif- 
ference between profit and loss. 





ARROWS WILL ZING 
Hollywood, July 8. 
Ford Beebe was assigned to crack 
the directorial whip on ‘Overland | 
Trail,’ the next pioneer serial at | 


Universal. 
Henry McRae is producer. Picture 
slated to start in August. 





| Warner chain in the 


luxers and nabes, will range as high 
| as 60% of the regular admissions. 


14-CAR SPECIAL 0 LA. 


| the northside Drive-In theatre, owned 
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Distribs Clearing Decks of '40-41 
Shorts in Anticipation of Really 
Merchandizing the Briefies in Sept. 


O-J’s Gags Into Print 





Major distributors are cleaning up 
final short feature releases on the 
1940-41 calendar in order to have the 
decks cleared to go out in the field 
with new 1941-42 wares. Just now 
several companies are understood to 





Hollywood, July 8. 
Gag file running into more 
than 500,000 items and represent- 
ing 20 years of search and com- 
pilation is to b2 put between 
book covers in four volumes by 
Ole Olsen and Chick Jolhinson. 


Service Men To 
Get Amus. Tax 
Shaved Also 


Temper of Treasury Department 
and Congress appears to make it} 
certain that chain and indie exhibs 
will be granted their request of last 
week to be allowed to eliminate or 
shave the tax on Ccut-rate Hdmissions 
for men in uniform. 


centrating on short sales with bulk 
of current season features out of the 
way, and Consent Decree selling not 
ready to start until later this month. 

Quality of shorts product recently 
placed on the market, and the 
promise for additional improvement 
on next season’s short films, indi- 
cates an apparent desire on the part 
of most companies to have shorts of 
such calibre they will stand on their 
own, and with no link to feature 
sales deals. 

This apparent desire on the part 
of five major companies (operating 
under the Consent Decree) to carry 
out the spirit as well as the letter 
of the decree reportedly is forcing 
other companies distributing shorts 
to bolster their one and two-reel 
programs. Universal announced sev- 
eral weeks ago that its shorts lineup 
was being streamlined and realigned 
to stack up favorably with its fea- 
ture product. ' 

Consent Decree Proviso 











Legislative ac- 





; Idea of selling shorts on their 
tion is hoped for shortly which will | merit, and not tossed in with fea- 
remove the levy altogether for! tures as an inducement or leverage 
soldiers, sailors and marines. | to swing deals for features, is in- 
. | corporated as a basic principle in 

As it stands now, Treasury rules 
; 4 : the Censent Decree. Salesmen of 


require that tax be paid on the full, | all five major companies have been 
established price of tickets. Which | warned not to juggle deals so that 
means that while Joe Recruit is pay-| Shorts are held out as bait to swing 
ing perhaps 25c for a 99c ticket, he an exhibitor in line, directly or in- 
must pay 9c tax on it. Although the! directly. Idea of reducing the price 
reductions to soldiers and sailors | for a batch of shorts in order to per- 
vary in different territories, rule} SUade an exhib on a feature product 
generally being applied by the chains | deal, suggested as a means of evad- 
is that tickets priced up to 40¢ are| ing the letter of the decree, is: rated 
cut to 20c and those above 40c are{ bY majors as containing too much 
cut to 25c. ome s crackdown dynamite to 

f a : eee warrant attempting. While such a 
Prag ake chabiaion ee ies | peeeneres Sees re ae 
but, failing in that, at least permis- | *€ OF he aeeres, ne een 


aon tn saben thn bbe re ae |case an exhibitor later squawked is 
: . ae we ys & tax ony | rated too dangerous a risk. 


on the cut price of the ticket. C. C.| 


Lene . : : Unless a different interpretation 
mend en peg theatre Pv 9 0 arises under the Consent Decree, 
ee ee 2 Tex OB 8 Pu | 1941-42 is expected to see shorts 


price of admish also embarrasses the | standing on their merit for the first 


¢ . ec se s ; > 2SS ex-!,.; P 
theatre because, despite endle S €X-| time in years. 
planations, the theatre is blamed for | 
the high tax and is suspected by 


a uniformed men to be| Good Neighbor Policy 
In Reverse; Latin 


Films in Detroit 


Detroit, July 8. 
Insisting that the Good 
ks both 


a means of selling Hollywood prod- 








60% Leblang 
Philadelphia, July 8. 

' 

Beginning yesterday (Mon). all} 
service men in uniform will be 
granted reduced admission prices in} 
ail houses operated by the Stanley- 
*hilly area. The! 
reductions, which apply both to de- 


Neighbor 


policy wo! ways—not just as 





————— ict in South America—the Cinema 
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mer, reopened for the season with a 
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policy of Spani 


hat it is just as im- 
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portant—maybe, more ; 


Americans understand their neigh- 
Special 14-car train pulls out of ne , ; 3 

: . : bors south of the border, Frank Arce 

Nou 4 - Wrtdog ys os} rrr. a : : ee 

Ne York Friday (11) night carry-|anq G. G Lopez and their Pan- 

the 20th-Fox homeoffice con-| American Guild will operate the 

; ' hoiuce Pet dane . rdayv and Sune 

ingent and eastern salesmen for the | house on Friday, Saturday and Sun 

‘ P day presenting a Mexican or South 
annual convention in Los Angeles Ape. 


: : P | American film coupled with a Holly- 
which opens July 16, and runs for! wood feature 
four days at the Ambassador hotel. | 


he nrnc ¢ wacing P rated eit} 
Will pick up other salesmen and/ The program was inaugurated aa 


‘Odio’ (‘Hate’), of the Azteca Dis- 
tributing Co., and will be followed 
next week-end by the Mexican musi- 
cal ‘Asi es mi Tierra’ (‘My County Is 
Like That’). Previously, Spanish 
films were rarely presented in De- 
troit. 


More than 275 are expected to at- 
tend the sales meeting. 


Wants More Car Space 


Chicago, July 8. 
With business capacity at all times, 











Deanna a Sobbie 


Hollywood, July 8. 
Deanna Durbin plays a femme 


by N. S. Berger of the loop Rialto newspaper reporter in her next pic- 
and associates, will shortly build ad-| ture, ‘They Lived Alone,’ at Uni- 
ditional space. versal. 


Bruce Manning produces the story, 
written by Sonya Levien. 


Added acreage will increase ca- 
pacity from 1,160 to 1,500 cars. 
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Eastern Distrib and Pub-Ad Execs 
Agree on Move to Curb Coast Reviews 








— 


Previewing of films by Hollywood 
newspaper correspondents and radio 
commentators will be rigidly re- 
stricted by major film companies, 
limiting publication or voicing of 
criticisms to release dates in local 
theatres. After several weeks of 
general discussion of the newspaper 
preview ‘problem,’ which has cre- 
ated widespread exhibitor protest, 
sales managers and publicity execu- 
tives of the distributors agreed om 
Monday (7) upon a formula, which 
Coast newspapermen and women are 
urged to accept. 

In effect, the formula takes out | 
of the hands of the studios the whole 
question of advance showings of 
films for press comment and places 
the responsibilities in the New York 
home offices of the film companies. 
The statement says, ‘It was decided 
that previewing of pictures for ex- 
hibitors, trade press or lay press, 1s 
strictly a function for distribution.’ 

Hinge upon which the new regula- 
tions turned is the new requirement 
of distribution operations under the 
terms of the U. S. Consent Decree, 
which becomes effective in exhibi- 
tor-distributor sales relations with 
the pictures set for release after 
Sept. 1. It is mentioned in the 
statement outlining changes that the 
legal staffs of the film companies 
participated in discussions. 

Limitations outlined for newspa- 
per and radio coverage will not af- 
fect the industry’s trade press. The 
covering provisions follow: 

1. That the trade press attend and 
review films at the tradeshowings 
for exhibitors in various parts of the 
U. S., since the primary function of 
the trade press is the dissemination 
of information for the trade itself 
and serves as a guide to exhibitors; 

2. That advance showings be ar- 
ranged for magazines and weekly 
publications of general circulation, 
in such cases where deadlines make 
such advance showings necessary; 

3. That, as the result of discus- 
sions with syndicate heads and news- 
paper publishers throughout the 
country, it was found that the con- 
sensus of their opinions was that 
the lay press and radio commenta- 
tors be shown the pictures for re- 
view when they open for public ex- 
hibition in their local theatres. 
Therefore, this has been adopted as 
the practice. . 

Those participating in the discus- 
sions were: William F. Rodgers and 
Howard Dietz, of Metro; Gradweli L. 
Sears and S. Charles Einfeld, of War- 
ner Bros.; Neil F. Agnew and Rob- 
ert M. Gillham, Paramount; Herman 
Wobber and Charles E. McCarthy, 
20th*Century-Fox; and Ned E. Dep- 
inet and S. Barret McCormick, RKO. 


MPLS. TOUGHENS UP 





| 





Who Said War Is H---? 


Detroit, July 8. 

Using a peep-show taetic, the 
Michigan here garnered plenty of 
advance chuckles for ‘Caught in the 
Draft.’ The theatre had pitched a 
tent in its lobby. The gag was based 
on ‘Bob Hope’s idea of army life.’ 
The patrons lifted the flap of the 
tent to discover a purported dummy 
of Hope lolling on a cot surrounded 
by such luxury as a well-stocked 
refrigerator, electric fans, $100 golf 
sets, etc. 

The laugh came on the fact that 
the tent also contained Dorothy La- 
mour (in effigy) taking a bubble 
bath. 


PUB-ADMEN BALLOT 
TODAY (WED.) ON SPG 


Publicity and advertising men in 
h.o.’s of major companies ballot to- 
day (Wednesday) on whether or 
not they want the Screen Pub- 
licists Guild to represent them as 
collective bargaining agent. Election 
is being held under the auspices of 
the National Labor Relations Board, 
with ‘creative workers’ on salary in 
the domestic pub-ad departments 
eligible to cast ballots. NLRB rep 
will take the box from one office to 
the other at various times of the day 
and votes will be counted to supply 
an answer probably by next Mon- 
day (14). 

Distributors’ concession that the 
vote would be favorable to the SPG 
was seen by its officers in the arrival 
in the east over the weekend of Pat 
Casey, labor contact for the pro- 
ducers. He'll handie the negotia- 
tions for a contract which the Guild 
will demand immediately if balloting 
goes in its favor. 

NLRB decision of a couple weeks 
ago eliminating foreign department 
p.a.’s from voting has been followed 
by SPG filing petition for a separate 
election for them. They will have 
their choice as to whether they want 
the Guild to represent them. If they 
do, they will constitute a separate 
unit but demands for pay and work- 
ing conditions will be uniform with 
those of domestic employes. 


Tested Campaigns Aim 
Of Par’s Press-Books 


Incorporation within the press- 
books of the new season’s feature 
releases of actual reproductions of 
advertising and publicity campaigns 
used in first-run engagements is be- 
ing worked out by the Paramount 




















ON SEX PIC BALLYHOO 


Minneapolis, July 8. 

Local newspapers and police au- 
thorities are getting tough on sex 
films. Sheets refused to accept the 
Esquire theatre ad copy in its orig- 
inal form for ‘Race Suicide’ and 
‘Sally Rand’s Nude Ranch.’ Among 
other things, newspapers required 
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ove. peopnge..of latter's, title, to, ‘Dude 


r’s 

abne \umntiienteisfnyste a 
Police authorities made Esquire 

management remove pornographic 

pictures and advertising matter 

showing nude women from in front 

of theatre. 


Doc Howe in Seattle 


Seattle, July 8. 
M. D. (Doc) Howe, former man- 
ager of Metropolitan theatre, is back 
here as RKO publicity director for 
the Pacific northwest and British 
Columbia. Fred Ford, his predeces- 
sor, has been transferred to Memphis. 
Lloyd Lamb has just been appoint- 
ed road manager for ‘Citizen Kane.’ 


Longo Back to Hub 


Cleveland, July 8. 

Joseph Longo is going back to 
Boston to become publicity director 
for Loew’s State and Orpheum, 
where he was formerly assistant 
p.a., within a fortnight. James Har- 
ris, from St. Louis, is taking over 
Loew’s bally post here. 

Charles Burris, former theatre 
promotion man who had ad agency 
of his own in Chicago, appointed 
manager of the Telenews, 


BuLAticise 











press department. Heretofore, the 
exploitation manual prepared for 
each release by Alec Moss has been 
made a supplement to the press- 
book. The two are to be consoli- 
dated for the purpose of placing in 
the hands of exhibitors campaigns 
that have been .tested at the box- 
office. 

With its numerous affiliated the- 
atre outlets, Paramount is in a po- 
Jgision to experiment with exploita- 
I a A aN 8 RB ne wi), es 
the country. The most practical and 
proven material, it is Moss’ inten- 
tion, will be adapted for more gen- 
eral use. There will be clearly out- 
lined for initial and subsequent run 
engagements different types of ad- 
vertising layouts, lobby display sug- 
gestions and exploitation stunts. 








National Anthem Sung 
Daily in 4 St. L. Houses 


St. Louis, July 8. 

Audience singing of the national 
anthem at every performance in four 
Fanchon and Marco houses here was 
inaugurated Friday (4) by order of 
Harry C. Arthur, who said that ‘if 
ever there was a time when pride 
of citizenship in our democracy was 
needed, now is the time.’ 

The houses in which the audience 
singing started are the Fox, Missouri, 
St. Louis and Ambassador. 








100G ‘Aloma’ Ad Budget 


Paramount has set aside a special! 
advertising appropriation of $100,000 
to pre-sell ‘Aloma of the South Seas.’ 
Technicolor film will get colored 
magazine advertising which is being 


Stuck ! 


Philadelphia, July 8. 
A dozen Stanley - Warner 
nabes made a tieup last week 
with a bubble gum outfit to give 
each moppet who attended the 
special matinee a slice of the 
stuff. But the setup had to be 
changed almost immediately. 
Ushers found the seats all 
stuck up with the goo after the 
first showing. Thereafter the 
kids were given a certificate to 
eash in for gum at the nearest 
candy store after the matinee. 


‘KEEP THE KIDS 
COOL’ AIDS BO. 


Philadelphia, July 8. 
‘Kiddies vacation matinees’ has 
been inaugurated by  Stanley- 


Warner nabes with the ‘blessing of 
the moppets’ mothers’, according to 
the chain’s publicists. 


The show is three hours long with 
added serials and cartoon features. 
Idea is that it brings the sprouts off 
the sun-baked streets into a nice air- 
cooled theatre. 


‘Invisible Billboard’ 
New Radio Gimmick 
To Ballyhoo Films 


Washington, July 8. 
Latest idea of the boys whose 
business it is to sell pictures to the 
public, and one which ought to win 
approval in certain quarters, is the 


‘invisible billboard.’ Without cutting 
off a bit of the view along a high- 
way, it gets its message across to 
every motorist who has a radio. 


Device made its debut here last 
week and is being tried out in con- 
nection with showing of ‘Kiss Boys 
Goodbye’ at the Earle. The oral 
96-sheet is set up to attract the at- 
tention of motorists traveling toward 
Washington along the Mt. Vernon 
Highway, about three miles below 
Alexandria, Va. First the driver of 
a car sees a sign, with picture of 
Mary Martin, advising him to tune 
his car radio to certain wave- 
length. He does, theoretically, and 
into his ears comes Miss Martin’s 
southern drawl, advising him she is 
going to be terribly disappointed if 
he doesn’t drive immediately to the 
Earle to see ‘Kiss the Boys.’ 


The device is patterned after that 
demonstrated recently to New York 
police as aid in handling traffic at 
confusing highway intersections. It 
consists of recording machine con- 
nected to low-power transmitter, 
which broadcasts the advertising 
message to passing motorists. The 
F.C.C. has authorized Paramount 
locally to broadcast on the assigned 
wave-length within a 300-foot area. 


‘Invisible billboard’ is a brainchild 
of Jim Moran, the fellow who found 
a needle in a haystack, sold an ice- 
box to an Eskimo, etc., who now is 
on Paramount’s publicity staff in 
this territory. 























a monbing. Casanaya Settle | 


NSS Case Out of Court 


Herman Robbins, head of National 
Screen Service Corp., National 
Screen Accessories, Inc., and Adver- 
tising Accessories, Inc., and Charles 
L. Casanave, last week jointly an- 
nounced that all litigation between 
them afd their associates had been 
satisfactorily settled out of court. 
This statement was made to- cover 
the suit of National Screen, et al., 
against Casanave and countersuit by 
the latter. Rulings by the courts in 
advance of actual settlement of the 
suit had favored National, but no 
mention was made of this or actual 
money involved, if any, in settlement 
statement by the parties involved. 


All of Charles L. Casanave’s stock 
in NSA and Advertising Acces- 
sories was purchased by NSSC as 
part of the amicable settlement. 
Also Casanave has resigned as vice- 
president, director and general man- 
ager of National and Advertising, it 
was revealed. Another portion of 
the settlement is the acquisition by 
Casanave of exclusive non-theatri- 
cal commercial rights for exploita- 
tion, sale and distribution of a new 











outlined for Look, Life and others. 


Metro's Promotions, 20th-Fox's Field | 
Exploiteers; Other Exchange Briefs 





Metro announced 33 promotions 
among its fleld staff, all from within 
the ranks. Four office managers ad- 
vanced to salesmen: Fred Rippingale, 
Washington; Tom Lucy, Atlanta; 
‘Tony’ Philbin, Dallas; Eldon Briwa, 
New Orleans. Succeeding these as 
office managers are, respectively: 
Joseph Kronman, formerly cashier; 
Ansley Padgett, formerly second 
booker; Wilton W. Spruce, formerly 
cashier, and H. A. Arata, formerly 
first booker. 

Also promoted to salesmen are 
three bookers and two _ checking 
supervisors. At Charbotte  super- 
visor David H. Williams and former 
Washington booker Pete Prince as- 
signed to sales duties. At Atlanta 
new salesmen are Marvin Gaddis, 
formerly third booker, and Clarence 
Deaver, formerly fourth booker, and 
at Dallas, Vernon L. Smith, formerly 
checking supervisor. L. R. Gilland, 
formerly chief booker at Charlotte, 
has been made office manager at 
that exchange. 

Other promotions: At Washington, 
Paul Wall, fourth booker to third 
booker; Victor Wallace, student 
booker to@ fourth booker; Anna 
Ridgely, assistant cashier to cashier; 
Jack Hurwitz, clerk to bookkeeper. 
At Charlotte: Max Holder, second 
booker to head booker; Vincent 
Thompson, student booker to second 
booker; Ashby Bell, assistant shipper 
to third booker. 

At .Atlanta: James Stanton, Jr., 
fifth booker to third booker; Harris 
B. Wynn, checking supervisor to 
fourth booker; Fred Hull, Jr., stu- 
dent booker to fifth booker. 

At Dallas: Carl Swenson, fourth 
booker to cashier; Charles Kelley, 
fifth booker to fourth booker; John 
Porter, Jr., student booker to fifth 
booker. 

At New Orleans: Herbert Schlesin- 
er, second booker to chief booker; 
amuel Wright, third booker to sec- 
ond booker; John G. Simpson, check- 
a supervisor to third booker. 

o fill the positions left open by 
promotion of checking supervisors 
the following checkers were named: 
Dallas, Sterling Lord; Atlanta, James 
. Tomlin; New Orleans, H. F. Mos- 
ey. 





20th-Fox’s Exploiteers 
Charles E. McCarthy’s new field 
promotion department for 20th- 
Fox under odney Bush com- 
prises George Gomperts for At- 
lantic district, headquartering in 
Philadelphia; Joe Shea, Boston dis- 
trict; Ward Farrar, Cleveland head- 
quarters, mid-east district; Tommy 
Thompson, Kansas City headquar- 


ters, midwest district; Spencer 
Pierce, Atlanta; Richard Owens, 
Dallas; Gabe Yorke, Los Angeles 


headquarters, West Coast; Eddie Sol- 
omon, Chicago; Clifford Gill, Minne- 
apolis. All promotion men go to 
the 20th-Fox saies confab in Los 
Angeles July 16-19, and then go di- 
rect to their assigned spots. 





Busey to Wichita 
Wichita, July 8. 
Howard Busey, formerly with 
Times, Jacksonville, Ill, named 
manager of Fox-Palace, by Ralph Q. 
Bartlett, city manager. Replaces 
Fred Glass, resigned. 





Gillespie to Dallas 
Atlanta, July 8. 
Jimmie Gillespie, United Artists’ 
special publicity representative for 
the Atlanta territory, has dropped 
down to Dallas where he will join 
up with UA’s sales force. 





Frisco’s Silent Policy 
San Francisco, July 8. 
, Lon: -dark Green Street theatre, 


has been reopened as Frisco’s first 
silent film house under tab of Cine- 
mat. Operators are semi-pro cou- 
ple, Stanford E. Moses, Jr. and Dur- 
sley Baldwin Moses. Weekly-change 
basis at 35c is plan. Initial bill 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (Syd _ Chaplin- 
Christie version) and ‘Tillie’s Punc- 
tured Romance’ (Charles Chaplin- 
Marie Dressler). 

David J. Bolton, Oakland division 
manager for Golden State, has upped 
George Yost from managership of 
the Dimond to the Palace, with 
Frank Hayward stepping into the 
Dimond. Same circuit will open its 
new Del Mar, San Leandro, Calif., 
about July 10, at which time the 
Palace there will darken. New 
house is about 1,000 seats. 

Fred Curtice upped to house man- 
ager at Golden State’s Uptown, 
under J. C. Richards, in charge of 
the district. 





Razing New Palace, Philly 
Philadelphia, July 8. 

The New Palace, Stanley-Warner 
South Philly nabe, will be torn down 
to make way for a modern theatre. 
Being refurbished is S-W’s 60th 
street Imperial. 

Ruth Berger, Milton Young and 
Al Zimbalist, all of the S-W ex- 
ploitation staff, vacationing. 

A fire in an air-conditioning house 
on Vine street last Thursday (3) 





Neon sign effect from NSA. 


caused damage to the exchange of 
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the Producers Releasing Corp. and 
the Price Premium house. 

Dave Molliver taking over man- 
agement of Regis, formerly part of 
the chain operated by harles 
Stiefel. 

Thomas F. Monroe now operatin 
the Forepaugh’s in the spot vacate 
by the death of his father, John 


Monroe. 
Editors, publishers, radio news 
analysts, columnists and _ editorial] 


writers have been invited to a spe- 
cial showing of ‘Underground’ to- 
morrow night (Wed.) at the Warner 
screening rooms. 

Len Warsaw is new addition to 
the sales staff of Quality Premium, 
replacing Milt Hyman, now in the 
Army. 

Earle Sweigert, Paramount district 
manager, will attend the Virginia 
MPTO meeting at Old Point Com- 
fort, Va., July 14. 

Barney Fellman replaced Ted 
Minsky as S-W out-of-town booker. 
Minsky has donned khaki. 





New Cal. ITO Directors 


Hollywood, July 8. 

Ned Calvi, Murray Hawkins and * 
Max Sinift were named new direc- 
tors at annual meeting of Independ- 
ent Theatre Owners of Southern 
California and Arizona. Reelected 
as directors without opposition were 
Albert Galston, R. D. Whitson, Jenne 
Dodge and Hugh Bruen. 


Associated’s Iris 


Detroit, July 8. 

Making its first appearance on De- 
troit’s east side, Associated Theatres 
has acquired the Iris theatre from 
Al Ruttenberg. The purchase also 
marked the retirement of Rutten- 
berg, former operator of a small cir- 
cuit here, from direct ownership of 
theatres. 

Director of public relations for the 
Co-Operative Theatres of Michigan, 
Tom McGuire has resigned to take 
a government post. 





WB Conn. Acquisition i 


Long-term lease has been obtained 
on the Alhambra, Torrington, Conn., 
by Warner Bros. Propertv is owned 
by Emphrem Smith of Torrington. 
Theatre seating 1,250, has a fully 
equipped stage, and recently was 
renovated and modernized. Deal 
handled through Berk & Krumgold, 
N. Y., theatre realtors. 





Menzies’ Spot 


Rochester, N. Y., July 8. 

John K. Menzies, Syracuse Uni- 
versity graduate and former mana- 
ger of the university’s Civic theatre, 
becomes assistant manager of the 
RKO Palace here, replacing Frank 
Placerean, switched to the RKO 
Temple several weeks ago. Marshall 
Walker moves in from Syracuse as 
student assistant manager of Loew’s 
theatre. 





Lieut, John von Herberg 
Seattle, July 8. 

Now it is Lieut. John von Herberg. 
He’s the son of the pioneer showman, 
of Jensen-von Herberg. The lad 
graduated recently from University 
of Washington, and left for Fort 
Lewis for army duty. He become 
second looey because of his work 
with R.O.T.C. at the U. 


Ron Kelly, manager of Music Box 
(Hamrick-Evegreen), who worked 
his way up from doorman, is now in 
the navy on his way up to admiral. 
In the naval reserve, he was called 
for active duty to report at Bremer- 
ton, where he’ll be ‘storekeeper, 3d 
class.’ 

John Berg, former assistant to 
new mgr. at M. B. Fax Duncan, as- } 
sistant to Dan Redden at Para- 
mount, moves to Berg’s spot, and 
Jack Hamaker is promoted from the 
door at Paramount to assistant mgr. 
there. 


The State (Evergreen) announced 
double-feature policy for summer. 
It has been the only single feature 
house in Spokane. 

Willard (Buck) Seale, manager of 
the Orpheum, back after a month's 
layoff on account of illness. 

Fred Hooper, assistant manager of 
the Fox, resigned his former posi- 
tion to be filled by Mel Haberman, 
assistant at Orpheum. Warren Butz, 
doorman at Orpheum, will be upped 
to asst. manager. 





Robert Portle to N. H. 


Worcester, July 8. 
Robert Portle, who managed Loew- 
Poli Plaza until house closed here 
last week, transferred to manage- 
ment of Loew-Poli College, New 
Haven. Frank Manente. his assist- 
ant here, accompanies him. 





Swap Deal 
Spokane, July 8. 
O. C. Paisley of Hamilton, Mont. 
has purchased 50% in the Roxy, in 
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, from Floyd 
Bailey. Bailey in turn takes over 


the theatre formerly operated by 
Paisley in Hamilton, 
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PICTURE GROSSES 





(hi B.0.s Happy; Gable Neat $19,000, 
Phil Harris-Draft’ H.0. Big $35,000, 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of July 10 
Astor—‘Sergeant York’ 
(2d wk). 
Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(35th wk). 


(WB) 





Bway Pix Bloom in 4th Rain; ‘York’ — 
Big $18,900 in 6 Days, Calloway Ups 
‘Manpower, 466, ‘Miami-Ams, 486 








Baby, 116, Cooing, Kane's Final, 96 
Capitol—They Met in Bom- : 
y, ing, ali€ s) in bay’ (M-G) (2d wk). | 
i Criterion—‘In the Navy’ (U) ' 
+ (5th wk). raat 
Chicago, July 8. | ‘Love Crazy’ Dual Good Globe — ‘Underground’ (WB) Broadway theatre managers could , (20th) and stage show, good $26,000. 


With plenty of holiday and an in- 
flux of out-of-towners to make up 
for the exiting Chicagoans, the loop 
had nothing to complain about over 
the weekend and the general totals 
for the current session will be 
largely satisfactory. ; ; 

Phil Harris’ orch unit came into 
the Chicago with the holdover of 
the picture, ‘Caught in the Draft. 
The results at the wicket are excel- 
lent. Across the street in the State- 
Lake is Harry Richman combined 
with ‘Wagons Roll at Night,’ combo 
meaning a satisfactory session. 

Clark Gable took over the United 
Artists over the weekend with ‘They 
Met in Bombay’ and that takes care 
of the business for that house. Will 
have nothing to worry about for 


Jersey City, July 8. 


pensated local theatres for the finan- 

cially depressing heat of a week be- 

fore. Attendance unusually high. 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 28-33-50) 
—Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Missing 
10 Days’ (Col). Swell $14,500 an- 
ticipated. Last week, ‘Penny Sere- 
nade’ (Col) and ‘Queen’s Penthouse’ 
(Col) (2d wk), fair $7,400. 

Stanley (WB) (4,500; 28-33-50)— 
‘Out of Fog’ (WB) and ‘Time 
Rhythm’ (Col). Nice $12,000 ex- 
pected. Last week, ‘Navy’ (U) and 


$14,500 in Healthy J. C. 


Rain and cool weather over the 
July 4th weekend more than com- 


(4th wk). 

Music Hall—‘Blossoms in the 
Dust’ (M-G) (3d wk). 

Palace — ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). 

Paramount — ‘Caught 
Draft’ (Par) (3d wk). 

Rialto—Time Out for Rhythm’ 
(Col) (9). 

(Reviewed in Variety May 28) 

Roxy — ‘Moon Over Miami’ 
(20th) (2d wk). 

Strand—‘Manpower’ (WB) (2d 
wk). 


in the 


Week of July 17 

Astor—‘Sergeant York’ 
(3d wk). 

Broadway— ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 


(WB) 


not have ordered better weather 
than the rainy spell beginning late 
Thursday (3). Result was that there 
were not enough seats in Times 
Square to handle the July Fourth 
holiday weekend crowds. Every 
house benefited, enjoying the best 
boxoffice in many weeks. 

‘Caught in the Draft’ at the Para- 
mount again topped the street, hit- 
ting an astonishing $70,000 on the 
second week after record-breaking 
summer biz of $72,000 in initial ses- 
sion. July 4th biz was the best the 


theatre ever enjoyed and it was the 
biggest July 4th weekend in the 


State (Loew’s) (3,400; 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10)—‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) 
(2d run) and vaude topped by Car- 
men Amaya, Cardini, Smith and 
Dale. Real holiday biz, $30,000, swell 
takings and best here in weeks. Last 
week, ‘Wings’ (Par) (2d run) and 
Bill Robinson, Bert Wheeler, others, 
nice $20,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,767; 35-55-75-85- 
99 )}—‘Manpower’ (WB) and Cab Cal- 
loway orch unit on stage. Picture 
not liked by critics, but Calloway 
aggregation is helping to nifty $46,- 
000, or thereabouts. Last week, ‘Out 
of Fog’ (WB) and Guy Lombardo 
(2d week), $18,000, so-so. 





b] 
three or four weeks. Roosevelt is ‘Angels Wings’ (Rep), great $15,000. (36th wk). house’s history. Wili Bradley’s band ‘DRAFT $17 (0) 
doing well enough with ‘Million Dol-| ,, State (Skouras) (2,150; 28-33-50 )— Capitol—‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G), | 2nd stage show helped, especially ’ ’ 9 
Baby,’ but the Garrick hasn’t| ‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Sunn ; ‘ ’ with visitors who like live entertain- 
lar y, Criterion—‘Stars Look Down ; 4 
much in ‘Reaching for the Sun.’ (RKO). Big , $9,500. Last week, (M-G) ment. Picture is set to stay four 
Palace today switches to ‘Reluct- Night Lisbon’ (Par) and ‘Tight ° weeks, with fifth stanza to be defi- 


ant Dragon’ as topper for double bill 
replacing smash run of ‘In the Navy’ 
and ‘Tight Shoes.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Billy Kid’ (M-G). Moved here 
from the Roosevelt and looks for 


Shoes’ (U), dull $7,200. 


HOPE, 315,000, 





(Reviewed in Variety Jan. 3, 1940) 
Globe—‘Navy Blue and Gold’ 
(M-G) (19). 
Music Hall—‘Tom, 
Harry’ (RKO). 
Palace — ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ 
(RKO) (3d wk). 


Dick and 


nitely settled this week. 

Of the new entries, ‘Sergeant 
York,’ at the Astor on two-a-day; 
‘Met in Bombay,’ at Capitol; ‘Man- 
power,’ at Strand, and ‘Moon Over 
Miami,’ at the Roxy, shaped up best. 
‘York’ got $18,900 in the first six 


SMASH IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, July 8. 
Fourth of July’s weekend boom 





: f a days despite a large guest list | zoomed cinema center’s general take 

okay rnate eens one pe Paramount — — in the the first few playdates,, The Clark|for a gain ef several notches over 

er ae ely Yours -G), goo . = ihe (4th = atieul? Gable comedy at the Cap looks like | last week. Coo] weather, after 12- 
,100. oxy — ‘Moon 


Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Caught Draft’ (Par) (2d wk) and 
Phil Harris orch unit on stage. Sec- 
ond week for the picture and with 
advent of the Harris band the money 
total will again be bright at $35,000, 
following bang-up $39,500 last week. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-75) — 
‘Reaching Sun’ (Par). Not much 
this week at $3,500. Last week, ‘Doe’ 
(WB) was good in second loop ses- 
sion at $4,600. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-44) 
—Hamilton Woman’ UA) and ‘Great 
Broadcast’ (20th). Combination do- 
ing well and will garner $8,000, fine. 
Last week, ‘Great Lie’ (WB) and 
‘Night Rio’ (20th), drew femmes for 





Cleveland, July 8. 


er than the thermometer, 
dropped to a cooler level that kept 
large percentage of natives home 
over the holiday. Every stand did 
terrific biz as a result on the Fourth. 
Estimates for This Week 


Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—‘First Beau’ (20th) and ‘Black 
Cat.’ Okay holiday trade, $1,300 for 
four days. last week, ‘Knockout’ 
(WB) and ‘Flame New Orleans’ (U) 
(2d run), nice $2,800 for full stanza. 


‘Caught in Draft’ is soaring high- 
which 


(20th) (3d wk). 
Strand—‘Manpower’ (WB) (3d 
wk). 








WASH. B.O. HIGH: 


TAYLOR-VAUDE 
BIG $23,000 





a nifty $30,000, best biz here in a 
number of weeks. ‘Manpower’ is 

tting a tremendous assist from Cab 

alloway’s band and_ supporting 
revue, with socko $46,000 in pros- 
pect, far above recent Strand takings. 
Major Bowes’ 1941 Star Parade is 
figured helping ‘Moon Over Miami’ at 
the Roxy to fine $48,000. 

‘Blossoms in Dust’ is topping its 
opening week at the Music Hall with 
hefty $93,000 and holds a third ses- 
sion. State’s business is going to 
$30,000, aided by the holiday crowd, 
with Carmen Amaya, Cardini, and 
Smith and Dale on stage helping 
‘Penny Serenade,’ which had _ been 
milked plenty at the Music Hall. 


day heat wave, was a help. 
Current pull is paced by ‘Caught 
in Draft’ at the Albee. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Caught Draft’ (Par). Bob Hope 
socko $17,000 for burg’s loudest b.o. 
salvo in months. Last week ‘Met 
Bombay’ (M-G), great $15,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Met Bombay’ (M-G). Moveover, 
okay $5,000. Last week ‘Billy Kid 
(M-G) (2d run), mild $3,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 
‘Pirates Horseback’ (Par) and ‘Emer- 
gency Landing’ (PRC), split with 
‘Lady Louisiana’ (R-p) and ‘Nurse’s 


nest $7,300. Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— Estimates for This Week — ‘Seetineniea” — ae 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66) —| Man Hunt (20th). Moveover, from Astor (UA) (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-| Strings’ (RKO) and ‘Law of Range’ 
‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO) eet em gg ae A Waey nw) yore $1.65-$2.20) — ‘Sgt. York (WB). aif. diclind wi Dodes Died 
‘Hurry Charlie’ (RKO). Combina- . , ; hi inished off its first full week last/ (p a 2 l , 
en suena ele Cfieciag). Las through fourth chapter with fine Washington, July 8. (Tuesday) night. Polished off trim ar) an umble Down Ranch 


week, ‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Tight 


$3,100. 


Rain kept up 


spasmodically 


$18,900 in six-day period. 


(Mono), average $1,800. 


, : : Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42-| throughout the long July 4 weekend, : . Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
at a Sie tie four-|55)‘Bride €.0.D.’ (WB). Davis- dampened ardor for beaches and regen A tna Me wn sy ‘Big Store’ (M-G). Transferred from 
pl coe (B&K) (1500: 35-55-65-| Casney, team hot here. Looks like| sent theatre grosses sailing. Capitol $1.10-$1.65-§2.20) —_ Fantasia Palace for second week. All right 


75)—‘Dollar Baby’ (WB). Will come 


fine $13,500 with possible stayover. 


broke a house record Friday and is 


ney) (35th wk). Continues to roll 


$4,500. Last week ‘John Doe’ (WB), 


: - hag? age -4+| along with little change in totals.| third week front li 2 50 
ho Last week, ‘Out Fog’ (WB), almost| soaring into lead with ‘Billy the Kid.’ | ? : e nlimn hi on front line, poor $2,500. 
ponte Sa, TaeEY E1000, Last | obliterated by poor $5,400. Estimates for This Week SN 3th wee aw it 90.000 in| Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
fortnight stay in this spot to $8,600,4 Palace (RKO) (3,700 ;30-35-42-55) | Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) | > or tanzay No closing in sight|~—Time Rhythm’ (Col). Will be 
poo we'|— ‘Tight Shoes’ (U). Welcome|—‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and vaude. Rob- | Previous 4 


State-Lake (B-K) (2,700; 28-44) — 


change to house’s string of heavy 


ert Taylor booming along in the lead 


at these figures. 


jerked after fifth day. Pitiful $1,500. 
Last week, ‘Out Fog’ (WB), gloomy 


XESS 


ROLLS AFP TT WI 








AAR REALE EF 


TRE DEBS TM 


‘ : ; > melodramas and, although light in| with excellent $23,000. Last week,| Capitol (Loew’s) (4,520; 35-55-85-| ¢3 999, 

— Roll’ (Par) and vaude. names, got off satisfactorily enough| ‘Big Store’ (M-G) and vaude, sad| $1.10-$1.25)—‘Met Bombay’ (M-G). ic ( . -40-50)— 

arry Richman heads the show , Lyric RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50) 

Healthy $19,000 in sight. Last week | ‘0, 84rmer around $6,800. Last week, | $14,000. Headed for $30,000 or es ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G). ’ Third week on 
‘People Kildare’ (M-G) plus Billy| Man Hunt’ (20th), exceptionally best here in a number of weeks. 


Gilbert on stage and Joe Sanders 
orch, fine $16,800. 


sturdy $8,500. 
State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 


Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44) — 
‘Blood and Sand’ 


(20th) 


(2d run). 


Clark Gable’s comedy holds over at 
despite mild reviews. 


these totals 


main stem fair $3,000. Last week ‘In 
Navy’ (U) (3d run), light $2,500. 





rs) : -itics’ : ; as ’ re 2 Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
enq.|— Caught Draft’ (Par). Former| Despite critics’ pummeling, holding | «Big Store’ (M-G) only so-so $16,000 | , me — 
6466 ee 1 Clevelander Bob Hope making this| UP to nice $5,000. Last week, ‘Wings’! in previous week. Pen rr eat Satisfactory 
one ts geiae ta y -G). This! one dynamic, in line for excellent| (Par) (2d run), fair enough $4,500. Criterion (Loew's) (1,662; 35-44- Gade By ig Store’ (M- 
this a “> .2 ~ winner for | ¢15 909 May cop another round Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66) — 55-75)—‘In Navy’ (U) (5th wk) G), fairly good $9,000. 

an : ° a. |, “we as a " x : . v0- 10} « 4 
least on initial session. m aa ok a ee Led, ceobiag vaule, Moliees ware thar With the Aeeee Cees teak 








heading vaude. Notices were short 


sweet $14,700. : ; : . 
wort 3 of sensational, but it’s doing nicely | 


hove Crazy’ (M-G), slumped sharply | *"stiliman (Loew's) (1,972; 30-35-42- 


making healthy profit for this house 


at $17,000 in fourth week concluded 


All Balto Pix OK: ‘Bombay’ 








4 

i 

4 

: 55)_ ‘Ve , h at $19,000. Last week, ‘Ad- , : : lds 5 
with $11,100 55)—‘Met Bombay’ (M-G). Bang-up pace ac Washi ; last night (Tuesday), picture holds 

mee shington’ (Col), owed to a ; ‘Dp ° ¥ 

Woods (Essaness) ; me. $7,500 for moveover from State. Last : pa tng - $49, a fifth and possibly sixth. However, 

$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Kane’ ae a —. Uncertain Feeling’ (UA), mild ee ee Le eae Universal wants to get the film out Bride C.0.D. Each 17G } 

final week). Ran along well enough,|*"” Navy’ (U) (2d wk). Holding up to| imto other theatres. - q 


never hitting near capacity but held | 
up by cut-rates. Finishing currently | 
to indicated $9,000, following okay 


, Loy and Powell Torrid 
| wedge ~—= 63G in Cooler Mont’! 


‘Bombay,’ $10,000, Booms 


Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55 )— 
‘Underground’ (WB) (3d wk). Melo- 
drama is holding up in third session 
at around $9,000, only slightly off 
the pace of the second week's $10,500. 
Set to stay a fourth. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 


good $8,000. Last week, fine $11,500, 
better than expected in class house. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44)— 
‘Underground’ (WB). Topping any- 
thing at spot in past year and may 
stay on after socko $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Time Rhythm’ (Col), way off 


Baltimore, July 8. Fi 

Shift to rain and cold over entire 
holiday weekend, plus potent prod- 
uct lineup, is pointing this town to 
one of the biggest all around takes 
in years. Bang-up doings from the 





























Montreal, July 8. at $3,500 65-75) —Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO). | Very blowoff, July 4, built over 
‘ele " * ’ ’ " 35-75 é " . ete 
a eo Port. Bride’ Nice TYG! ‘Love Crazy’ and ‘Moon Over| Palace (Loew) (2,242: 28-55) —|Frank Buck epic, compiled from |Saturday and Sunday to lockout 
i i ete ee Ty eee on aps) Mint care test treet eee eS, Cee eR re ert te RT PRR. Uae eta Shey UNO LS ne og og a 
‘Caught in the Draft . =, Sens. , There is cooler weather, which is{but word-of-mouth is boosting itjing up robust $16,00u, and iikéiy)"~Keath’s, with ‘Caught in the Draft,’ 
Over the top in its arst tte ap went! hypoing the grosses in the balance | toward topnotch $20,000. Last week,|stays two more weeks despite two- | topped its all-time high for a three- 
doing a land-office bis — a _—— | of the houses. ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G), good enough! week booking. ‘Kane’ (RKO) col-|day weekend, indicating a new rec- 
mount. Two good seman oe “They | Estimates for This Week second week figure, $12,000. liected less than $10,000 on final six | ord for the house. Equally socko i 
Met in Bombay,’ at Broadway, and| Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— aa are ‘The Bride Came C.O.D.,’ at the 


‘Bride Came C.O.D.’, at Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 


|‘Moon Miami’ (20th). Nice $6,000 in 
sight. Last week ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G), 
weak $4,000. 





‘Bombay,’ $11,500, Solid 


days, in ahead. 
Paramount (Par) 

199) —‘Caught Draft’ 

| Bradley band, Jane Froman, Danny 


(3,664; 35-55-85- 
(Par) plus Will 


Stanley, and “They Met in Bombay,’ 
at Loew’s Century. 
Hipp is currently closed for three- 





50)—Met in Bombay’ (M-G). Pull- Capitol (CT) (2.700: 30-45-62)— ‘ . Kaye on stage (3d week). This is | week period of remodeling and f 
ing great $10,000. Last week ‘pitty | ‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and ‘Point In Indpls.; Draft H.0. OK hottest combo on the street, with | renovation. ; 
Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Washington Melo- | Widow’ (Par) (2d wk). Good $4,000, Bob Hope's picture credited = 9 Estimates for This Week 
drama’ (M-G), closed second stanza | after snappy $6,000 last week. OT ene bulk of a step ya a san Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- ‘ 
with high $6,800 and moved to the| Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— Indianapolis, July 8. | more a ere ware 28-44)—‘Met Bombay’ (M-G). Ring- 

7. ‘Love Crazy (M-G). Loy-Powell} Clark Gable and Rosalind Russell ,OP€Ming week. ing the bel] in resounding fashion 
son eral (Parker-Evergreen) (1,-| pacing for good $6,500. Last week | gre a winning combo, drawing a nice Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- | for big $17,000; one of the biggest 
a 35-40-50)—‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and | ‘Blood and Sand’ (20th), disappoint- | chunk of biz to Loew’s, where ‘They |lers) (5,960; 44-55 - 85 - 99 - $1.65)— | ggures registered here in moons. 
$3 sen neton Melodrama’ (M-G). Fair | ing $5,000. Met in Bombay’ is dualled with ‘Ad- | ‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) and_ stage | pact week, ‘Big Store’ (M-G), solid 


Ww , Last week, ‘That Hamilton 
oman’ (UA) with Louis-Conn fight, 


Princess 
‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep) and ‘Black Cat’ 


(CT) (2,300; 30-40-53 )— 


venture in Washington.’ Circle is 


show (2d week). Theatre felt full 


$10,600. 


: holding over ‘Caught in the. Draft’ | impact of out-of-town holiday visit- ; ‘ a 
Closed fourth week for better than | (U). Sighting weak $2,500. Last| coupled with ‘Scattergood Pulls the | ors to top opening week with hearty Pw oy ge agg Oe ag 
wae $4,000. week ‘Singapore Woman’ (WB) and | Strings’ and riding nicely. $93,000. Initial session failed to = Sen weekend aaation te $16,000 
(1800; 30-40-50) B ide COD: eon * paitind) (1160, 30-40-60)— Selteanien See Tee oes | 358,000. Sticks for “hird. up wit" | and a new record for this house for 
(WB)' and ‘Cowboy Blonde’ (20th).| ‘Dictator’ (UA) (8d’ wk). Slipping| Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- oy iMaver), (750; 28-44-55) |Straight films. Last week, ‘Tight 
Looks like nice $7,500. Last week. |to $2,500, fair, after fair $3,000 last | 40)—‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and ‘Scat- ° y . Shoes’ (U), pleasing $8,800. 


‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) 


oe ane Poor $3,000. 
’ Ove Crazy’ (M-G), second 
week, big $5,500. F 


i . hm’ New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- ; 

‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) fell off in ciaee Cinema de Paris (France-Film)|000. Last week, very good $10,900. io? Time a ee 4)—"Man Hunt’ (20th) "(3d wk). 
week, six days, to $3,500 (600: 30-60)—‘Feu de Paille.’ Pick| Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400; 25-30-40) Ti Re etal (Uy ohne ~ be Surprising action. Adding steady 
Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen)|up at this house to good enough |—‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Adven- $5,000 on second week, aided by |$5,000 to alright total of $9,300 

(3,000; 35-40-50)—Caught in Draft’|$1,000. Last week, third repeat of | ture Washington’ (Col). Socko $11,-|P\ °. ree hi garnered for previous brace; good 

(Par)’ and ‘Melody Three’ (RKO) |‘Circonstances Attenantes’ flop at|500. Last week ‘Knew Answers’; -0uls-Vonh light ' ils. figures for limited capacity here. 

~ wk). Strong $7,600. First week, | $400. : (Col) aint ‘Time Rhythm’ (Col), Rey Oe Oe aay baek Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-28-39-44- | 
colossal $13,800. (France - Film) (2,300; | weak $6,800. — Moo oo 55) Bri rey 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 30:40)—"Maison ry Mystere’ and| Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 30-40-50)— Major Bowes’ 1941 Star Parade’ on po or —. vanes, oe Rg ) 
40-50)—‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) and ‘Get-|‘J’aime toutes les Femmes. Fair|‘Puddin’ Head’ (Rep) and vaude |stage. Bowes’ amateurs helping to}solid on the weekend a 





week. 





Last | $3,000. Last week ‘Le Bonheur’ and 


| ‘Cavalerie Legere,’ better than hoped 
for, $2,800. 


tergood’ (RKO) (2nd wk). Good $7,- 


headed by Billy Gilbert. Okay $9,- 
500. Last weex ‘Singapore Woman’ 
(WB) and vaude, weak $8,000. 





‘Hit the Road’ (U). Neat $6,000, nice 


boost the musical to slick $48,000, 
and combo holds for second stanza. 
Previous week, third of ‘Man Hunt’ 








ichalk up resounding $17,000 for the 
;session. Last week, ‘Out of Fog’ 
(WB), just fair at $6.300. 
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Hope Big $12,000 
In Mpls.; Taylor 
Only Fair $5,000 


Minneapolis, July 8. 

It’s being demonstrated again that 
Bob Hope is far and away boxoffice 
tops here. His ‘Caught in the Draft 
is giving the State the biggest week 
that any film has had here in many 
months. It will remain a second 
week, and then probably move to 
the Century for an extension of its 
loop first-run. 

The only other important new- 
comer, ‘Billy the Kid,’ is doing only 
fair at the Orpheum. 

Paul Whiteman and his band and 
additional acts come into the Or- 
pheum Friday (11) as the first and, 
perhaps, only stage show of the sum- 
mer. It's a special attraction in 
connection with the local Aquaten- 
nial celebration. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 28)— 
‘Round Up’ (Par) and ‘Free and 
Easy’ (M-G), dual first-runs, split 
with ‘Saints Vacation’ (RKO) and 
‘Bride Wore Crutches’ (20th), also 
dual first-runs. En route to okay 
$1,800. Last week ‘Monster’ (U) and 
‘Horror Island’ (U), dual first-runs, 
split with ‘Men Timberland’ (U) and 
‘Under Age’ (Col), nice $2,000 in 
eight days. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 28- 
$39-44)—Blood and Sand’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Moved here from State after 
mild week there. Still limping and 
will do well to reach light $2,000. 
Last week ‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) 
(2d wk), satisfactory $4,200. 

Esquire (Berger) (290; 15-28)— 
‘Race Suicide’ (Indie) and ‘Sally 
Rand’s Nude’ (Indie). Going beserk 
on sex and cashing in on it. Looks 
like good $1,500. Last week ‘Met 
Murderer’ (Indie), $500, very bad. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 28)— 
‘Power Dive’ (Par). Nicely spotted 
here and climbing toward nice $2,- 


500. Last week ‘Girl Gob’ (RKO), 
good $3,000. 

Orpheum (P-S) (28,39-44)—‘Billy 
the Kid’ (M-G). Robert Taylor 


starrer not getting women, so only 
fair at $5,000. Last week ‘Dictator’ 
(UA) (2d wk), finished strong and 
chalked up good $5,000 for six days 
after big $10,200 first week. 


State (P-S) (2,300; 28-39-44)— 
‘Caught Draft’ (Par). Bob Hope pic- 
tures never fail to click in big way 
here and this is among the strong- 
est. Zooming toward tremendous 
$12,000. Last week ‘Blood and Sand’ 
(20th), light $5,500. 

Uptown (Par) (1,300; 28-39)— 
‘Love Crazy’ (M-G). First nabe 
showing and traveling fast toward 
big $3,000. Last week ‘Men Boys 
Town’ (M-G), fair $2,300. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Dictator’ (UA) (3d wk). Hold- 
ing up well after having been moved 
here from Orpheum. Good $2,500 
indicated. Last week ‘Eternal Gift’ 
(Indie) (2d wk), light $900, after 
profitable first canto at Century. 


RAIN HELPS PROV. BIZ; 





NATIONAL B. 





O. SUMMARY 


Record July 4 Holiday Biz Cheers Exhibs— Draft’ and ‘Bombay’ 
Sturdy Grossers—Bride’ and ‘Miami’ Look Promising 


With the first of the tradeshowings of new product 
for exhibitors set in key spots starting next week, 
branch managers and salesmen are all smiles as result 
of record-smashing, midsummer boxoffice receipts of 
Aided and abetted not a little by 
intermittent rain, which fell over the entire eastern 
half of the country during the long weekend holiday, 


current releases. 


attendance figures hit new marks 
While seashore and country resorts 
thing broke in favor of theatres. 


It was ‘showman’s luck’ that four of the newer and 
most popular films were booked generally in first runs, 


Listed in the order of their grosses, 


in the Draft’ (Par), which is soaring to unpredicted 


figures and carrying Bob Hope into 
of top marquee stars; ‘They Met in 


with the potent Gable-Rosalind Russell combination; 
(WB), co-starring Bette 
and ‘Moon Over 
(20th), which is playing in fewer spots than the others 
‘Man Hunt’ (20th) 
exhibition and 
strength. Too early to classify ‘Manpower’ (WB) and 
‘Blossoms in the Dust’ (M-G), showing in Broadway 
pre-release at the Strand and Music Hall, respectively. 

Although chief trade interest always is centered on 
the initial showings, as the true index of a feature’s 
strength or weakness, the bonanza break of damp holi- 


‘The Bride Came C. O. D.’ 
Davis and James Cagney, 


but scoring nicely at the wickets. 
is moving into general 


day weather helped subsequent runs 


tremendously because there, too, were strong attrac- 
tions. Notably in the secondary theatres are ‘In the 
Navy’ (U), ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G), ‘Woman's Face’ (M-G), 
‘Billy the Kid’(M-G) and ‘I Wanted Wings’ (Par). 

It is a close race between ‘Draft’ and ‘Bombay’ for 


current boxoffice leadership but the 


front generally. Take on the two seems limited only 
to the capacities of the respective theatres in which 


they play. 





respondents on th 


in many cities. holdovers. 


suffered, every- 


they are ‘Caught 
is terrific at the 
the select circle 
Bombay’ (M-G), 
burgh, Cleveland, 
Miami’ record. 

big in Pittsburgh 
showing 
only average or 1 
Hills’ (Par). 
is big $7,500. 
Answers’ (Col) is 


‘Reaching for the 
in the aggregate is showing poorly 
is that exhibitors 


Public goes for 
the weakies. 
former is out in 
the trade to keep 
blockbooking. App 
product more inti 


the astronomical class, 
the Paramount was $70,000, slightly under opening 
stanza, and set for five weeks; in Chicago, 2d wk, 
$35,000, following $39,000 opening; Los Angeles, $21,500 
on the heels of $25,000, first; and the same ratio at all 
Others, ’Frisco, 3d, $9,000; Detroit, smash 
$25,000; Philadelphia, tremendous $26,000; Cincinnati, 
$17,000; Minneapolis, 
Providence, $11,000; Indianapolis, 2d, $7,000; Seattle, 
great $10,500; Denver, 4th wk, $7,000. 

‘Bombay’ is a shade under. 


strictly a dual support. 


Patronage is on a selective basis. 


Quick scan of the figures reported by Variety cor- 


is and adjacent pages put ‘Draft’ in 
On Broadway, second week at 


$12,000; Louisville, 2d, $7,500; 


Chicago, $19,000, which 
smaller UA theatre; Kansas City, 


good $11,000; Portland, big $10,000; Providence, $13,500 
and held over; and good 2d weeks in Frisco, Pitts- 


Seattle, Philadelphia and Memphis. 


Baltimore, a crashing $17,000, and close to house 


‘Bride, C. O. D.’ leads ’Frisco with $19,000, and is 


at $17,000. 


Other new releases, showing sparsely, are doing 


ess. Exception is ‘Shepherd of the 


First return anywhere, from Memphis, 
Bears watching. 


‘They Knew All the 
spotty; ‘West Point Widow’ (Par), 
Ditto, ‘Tight Shoes’ (U) and 
Sun’ (Par). ‘B’ product generally 
both in draw and comment. 


Conclusion to be drawn from the week’s reports 


’ fears, lately expressed, that film 


business was on the skids are erroneous, 


the good pictures, but shies from 


Something for 
in mind with the new season’s anti- 
ears that exhibitors must know their 
mately than ever, ; 





Lack of Supplies Hampers Dixie 


Theatre Bldg.; 


S.F.’s Newsreelers 





Spartanburg, S. C., July 8. 

Add to Dixie exhibitors’ biz boom 
one headache—construction difficul- 
ties. Wilby-Kincey’s new Palmetto 
here, announced for June opening, 
delayed, announced for July open- 
ing, now scheduled for August de- 
but. Reason—difficulty of obtain- 
ing steel and other materials, due 
to huge national defense construction 
demands. Problem is hitting other 
new construction and modernization 
projects in south, causing substantial 
losses, especially in areas where 
thousands of soldiers and civilian de- 
fense workers are unable to gain ad- 
mission, except by standing in line. 
Several new houses will have fall 
openings, as result. 

Carolina’s price hike here also 
scoots night prices from 30¢ to 35c, 
plus tax. Matinees up a nickle after 
2 p.m. No other local increases so 
far. 

Fourth new house at Camp Croft 
here set for fall opening. Work 





‘DRAFT’ GREAT $11,000 


Providence, July 8. 


It was tough on shore resorts 
amusement parks, but the cold, 
rainy Fourth was a bonanza for 
theatres. 





week for general overhauling. Other 
top-notchers are ‘Caught in the 
Draft’ which seems slated for a hold- 
over week at Strand, and ‘They Met 
in Bombay,’ at Loew’s State. 
Estimates for This Week 
Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 28-39- 
50)—‘Knew Answers’ (Col) and 
‘Time Rhythm’ (Col) (2d run). Big 
holiday, but tapering off for so-so 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Big Stores’ 
(M-G) and ‘Get Away’ (M-G) (2d 
run), good $2,500, 
Fay’s (Indie) 


(2,000; 10-25-35)— 
*Hit Road’ 


(U) and ‘Saddlemates’ 
(Rep). Plodding along to fairish 
eet — B si pv City’ 

ep) an ‘Youn ady’ (20th), 
okeh $2,200. . 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Moon Miami’ (20th) and ‘Cowboy 
Blonde’ (20th). Nifty $10,000 in the 
offing. Last week dark, 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Adven- 
ture Washington’ (Col). Looks like 
crowd-pleaser and paced at neat 


$13,500. Last week, ‘Knew Answer’ |* 


(Col) and ‘Time for Rhythm’ (Col), 
weak $9,000. 

, Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50)— 
C ight Draft’ (Par) and ‘Meet Bos- 
tc: Blackie’ (Col). House hitting 
jackpot and a sure bet for holdover. 
Grand $11,000. Last week, ‘Point 
Widow’ (Par) and ‘Voice Night’ 
(Col), fair $5,000. . 


starts soon. Camp Wheeler, Macon, 
Ga., also to have three houses by end 
of summer. Welfare officers report 
theatre packed, despite heat in which 
soldiers drill around eight hours a 
day. 





Interstate’s Additions 
Houston, July 8. 


Majestic reopened nicely with Interstate Circuit, Inc., owner of (850; 30-40-50)—Bi 
ee Tey - oar ; : , rp ape ; -40-50)—"Big Store’ (M-G) 
no NT IG.% wrt: Pr. atts hg Oo gem Tee Rs Ap eee, eens te Ne nm +e am le ee | cen ee Seek ees — wo == 
. ~4 artis wnat en, Taneie sinatn> Weslo So Gamramariing Mp aod bbiep Buia ehe > inate mabe a Diote. SOS clit anenaed nw ab Nida Eiteinte. <Aiiod Dibhcs 
house dark for first four days of |hood theatres, purchased two ‘more 2 


potential theatre sites for a total of 
$22,850. Both pieces of property are 
in territories not served by Inter- 
state, 





East Hartford’s 1,000-Seater 
Hartford, July 8. 

Permit issued by building com- 
missioner of nearby East Hartford 
for construction of 1,000-seat theatre 
and store building there. Permit 
taken out by the Sycamore Corp. 
Policy of house not set. Construc- 
tion already underway. 








Detroit’s Newsreeler 


Detroit, July 8. 

First of its kind attempted here in 
10 years and first new house in the 
downtown area in 15 years, the 
Telenews, a 500-seat newsreeler, will 
go into construction on Sept. 1. The 
house is expected te be ready for 
operation early in February. 

Telenews will be operated by the 
Michigan News Reel Co. 





Another Schiner 


Jamestown, N. Y., July 8. 
Schine chain is again asking bids 
for a theatre building in nearby 
Salamanca, the property now being 


a 





owned by the company. It would 
seat 1,142 and cost about $10,000, 
with two small stores flanking the 
lobby. Schine now leases the An- 
drews on same street, owned by Max 
Andrews of Olean. Is sixth time in 
recent years that Schine officials 
have asked for bids on theatre 





Rash of Newsreelers 
San Francisco, July 8. 

Rash of newsreel houses breaking 
out in Oakland. 
Franklin, former Blumenfeld 
house, becomes the Telenews, open- 
ing July 18. Ellis Levey, who will 
continue as manager of the Frisco 
Telenews, has a 25% interest in the 
new spot, which he is mastermind- 
ing. Already has lined up three 
radio affiliations—NBC, which will 
broadcast the opening; KFRC, which 
will originate its Pop The Question 
show on the stage and KLX, Oak- 

(Continued on page 11) 





‘Draft,’ $10,500, ‘Bride,’ 
7G, Both Fine in Seattle 


Seattle, July 8. 
The national holiday didn’t bring 
out much new top fare and swell 
outdoor weather hurt business. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


‘Woman's Face’ (M-G) (4th wk.). 
Good $2,500. Last week ‘Face’ with 
Tll Wait’ (M-G), nice $2.200. 
Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-35)—“‘Wanted Wings’ (Par) 
and ‘Bad Man’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Headed for fair $2,600. Last week, 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Shot in 


Dark’ (WB) (2d run), si 

$2,400. a 
Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2,349; 30-40-50)—‘Met in 
Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘West Point 
Widow’ (Par) (2d wk.). Indicated 


okay $4,600. Last week, swell 8.700. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-30-40)— 
‘Adventure Washington’ (Col) and 
‘Blondie Society’ (Col). Expect good 
$4,800. Last week, ‘Time Rhythm’ 
(Col) and ‘Missing 10 Days’ (Col), 
$2,900, terrible. 

Music Box (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50) — ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) 
and ‘Blonde Inspiration’ (M-G) (3d 
wk.). Slow $1,600 in six days. Last 
week, $3,100, good. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 30-40-50) — ‘Bride C. O. D’ 
(WB) and ‘Beauty’s Sake’ (20th). 
Campaign helping some; anticipated 
big $7,000. Last week, ‘Flame New 
Orleans’ (TJ) and ‘Las Vegas’ (Par) 
very cool $2400 in five days, yanked. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-40)— 
‘Reaching Sun’ (Par) and vaude. 
Fair $4,000. Last week, ‘Nurse’s 
Secret? (WB) and ‘“Vutinv Arctic’ 


Great $10,500. 


(3,039; 30-40-50) — ‘Caught Draft’ 
(Par) and ‘Monster and Girl’ (Par). 
ast week, ‘Big Store’ 
r. Kildare’ (M-G), 


(M-G) and ‘ 


$5,200, good. 


Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-35)— 
‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) and ‘Model Wife’ 
(U) (2d run). Expect $2,200, okay. 
Last week, ‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Pen- 
alty’ (M-G) (2d run), big $2,400. 
Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
30)—‘Great Lie’ (WB) and ‘You're 
One’ (Par) (2d run). Look for $2,300, 
good. Last week, ‘John Doe’ (WB) 
and ‘District Attorney’ (Rep) (2d 
run), $2,500, big. 


‘Man Hunt’-‘Shoes’ Best 








Brooklyn, July 8. 
Strongest show nl stanza is ‘Man 
Hunt’ and ‘Tight Shoes’ at RKO 
Albee. Fabian Paramount runnerup 
with ‘One Night in Lisbon’ and 
‘Strange Alibi.’ 
stimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50)— 
‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Tight Shoes’ 
(U). Neat $18,000 in view. Last 
week, ‘Sunny’ (RKO) and ‘Bride 
Wore Crutches’ (20), mild $12,000. 


Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 25-35-50)— 
‘Power Dive’ (Par) and ‘Knew All 
Answers’ (Col). Upping to good 


$15,000. Last week, ‘Out Fog’ (WB) 


and ‘Naval Academy’ (Col), dull 
$13,000. 
Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 25-35-50)— 


‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Black Cat’ 
(U) (2d wk). Okay $15,000. Last 
week, good $16,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; :25-35- 
50)—‘One Night in Lisbon’ (Par) and 
‘Strange Alibi’ (WB). Satisfactory 
$16,000. Last week, ‘Penny Serenade’ 
(Col) and ‘Magic Music’ (Par) 
wk. nice $14,000, 


‘Mutiny Arctic’ (U) 
Saddle’ (Rep). Weak 
week, ‘Voice Night’ (Col 
Swindle’ (Col), ditto. 


and ‘Back 
3,500. Last 
and ‘Great 





‘Bombay,’ $12,000, Dandy 


Kansas City, July 8. 
Independence Day found ideal 
weather and weekend totals are up 


in accordance, despite plenty of dis- 
tractions from other amusement 
fronts. 


Out in front is ‘They Met in Bom- 
bay,’ at Midland, as top half of a 
tg with ‘Adventure in Washing- 
on, 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)— 
‘Moon Over Miami’ (20th), day and 
date in both spots. Getting a steady 
play and week should total around 
$7,000, good. Last week, ‘Sunny’ 
(RKO) and ‘Devil Dogs Air’ (WB), 
mild $5,600. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
—‘Met in Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Ad- 
venture Washington’ (Col). Pair 
has heavy drag and will bring biggest 
week recently, $12,000. Last week, 
‘Knew All Answers’ (Col) and ‘Time 
Rhythm’ (Col), average $8,200. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 











(U), plus vaude, $4,700, good. 
Peramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


28-44)—‘Caught Draft’ (Par) (3d 
wk) with Louis-Conn fight pictures. 


In B’klyn With $18,000; 


(2d 
te i Em Ay Someta De Aha a pele an 


In K. C.; ‘Miami’ $7,000 | 


Pitt Biz Terrific: 
 Andrews-Krupa 
Up Fog, $23,000 


Pittsburgh, July 8. 

The gods that watch over the ex- 
hibitors in this area were right on 
the job for the Fourth weekend and 
spread out a feast for the boys in 
the form of cool, rainy weather. 
Takes were of record proportions 
and business is continuing good. 

The Stanley, with the Andrews 
Sisters and Gene Krupa on stage, is 
in for a big week, as is the Penn 
with ‘Bride Came C.O.D.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Miami’ (20th). Good enough at $5,- 
200 to return a second week. House 
will close after engagement until 
mid-August. Last week ‘Manhunt’ 
(20th), under par, $2,800. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—Bride C.O.D.’ (WB). Sailing along 
on momentum of tremendous Fourth 
of July take. Should be good for 
bang-up $17,000. Last week ‘Met 
Bombay’ (M-G), excellent $16,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—'‘Bring- 
ing Baby’ (RKO) (revival) and ‘Met 
Argentine’ (RKO). Natives not rush- 
ing in. Fair $2,500 in prospect. Last 
week ‘Big Store’ (M-G) and Louis- 
Conn fight, nice $3,000. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) 
—‘Blood and Sand’ (20th). Sweep- 
ing along to the best take here in 
some months; solid $8,500. Good for 
another week. Last week ‘Black 
Cat’ (U) and ‘Devil’s Island’ (Col), 
marked time at $2,800. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 25-40-60)— 
‘Out of Fog’ (WB) and Andrews Sis- 
ters and Gene Krupa orch on stage. 
Andrews Sisters back here for sec- 
ond time in four months, main con- 
tributors to an excellent week's 
business. Krupa band and picture 
also help round out sock holiday bill 
for big $23,000. Last week ‘Sunny’ 
(RKO) and ‘Crazy with Heat’ unit 
on stage. $11.000, very poor. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)—‘Met 
Bombay’ (M-G). Moveover zooming 
along for big $8,500 and probable 
moveover to Ritz for third week. 
Last week ‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) and 
‘Wait for You’ (M-G), sad $3,000. 


‘BILLY KID,’ $39,000, 
GREAT IN 2 HUB SPOTS 


Boston, July 8. 

‘Billy the Kid’ is shooting for top 
ross here this week, at the twd 

ew houses, with ‘Moon Over 
Miami’ taking second money. ‘Knew 
All the Answers’ is trailing in third 
place. ‘Man Hunt’ is staunch at the 
Paramount and Fenway. 


Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-39-44-55) 
—In Navy’ (U) (4th wk. in town) 
and ‘San Antonio Rose’ (U) (lst ’ 
wk). Heading for zippy $11,500, Last 
week ‘The Terror’ (Alliance) and 
‘Mystery Room 13’ (Alliance), with 
‘Third Dimensional Murder’ (M-G) 
(short), billed a ‘triple thrill show,’ 
bagged pallid $5,200. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 28-39-44- 
55)—'Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Thieves 
Fall Out’ (Par). Aiming at okay $6,- 
000. Last week ‘Million Dollar Baby’ 
(WB) and ‘Round Up’ (Par), fair 
$4,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 28- 
39-44-55) —‘All Answers’ (Col) and 
‘Bachelor Daddy’ (U). Flirting with | 
insipid $13,000. Last week ‘In Navy’ 
(U) and ‘Young Lady’ (20th) (3rd 
wk), $12,800, okay. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 
= hea oe cami eeee sheabine a a 
‘Wait for You’ (M-G). Betier-than- 
average gait, around $16,000. Last 
week ‘Out Fog’ (WB) and ‘West 
Point Widow’ (Par), $14,000, fair. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Adven- 
ture Washington’ (Col). Stood ’em | 
up over the weekend and socko $22,- 














000 in sight. Last week ‘Big Store’ 

| (M-G) and ‘Dare Not Love’ (Col), 

skidded to $14,000. 
Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39- 

44-55)—"Man Hunt’ (20th) and 

‘Thieves Fall’ (Par). Strong $8,000 


pace. Last week ‘Million Dollar 
Baby’ (WB) and ‘Round Up’ (Par), 
$5,500, fair. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55)— 
‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Adventure 
Washington’ (Col). Very good $17,- 
000. indicated. Last week ‘Big Store’ 
(M-G) and ‘Dare Not Love’ (Col), 
dual, $9,000. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 15-25- 
44)—‘Prisoner Devil’s Island’ (Col) 
and ‘Never Say Die’ (Par) (revival). 
Aiming at medium $2,500. Last week 
‘Under Age’ (Col) and ‘U-Boat 29’ 
(Col) (reissue), $2,000. 


we 





Third week at $6,300 will be very 
good, and follows nicely second 
week’s strong $7,300. Best here in 
many months. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30) — 
‘Puddin’ Head’ (Rep) with vaude. 
Take will be around $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Affectionately Yours’ (WB) 
and vaude, got $6,000. 
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New Yr.'s Eve in Philly; ‘Draft’ Hefty 


$26,000; Rochester - ‘La. Big $24,000 





Philadelphia, July 8. 
The rain which started on Friday 
(4) and continued over the long 
Fourth of July weekend was a 
golden shower to Philly exhibs. Fri- 
day night looked like New Year's 
Eve downtown, with several houses 
establishing all-time records for at- 
nee. 
teRiz tapered off a bit Saturday, 
when it cleared up for a short spell, 
but it zoomed again Sunday when an 
all-day downpour brought back holi- 
day celebrants in a hurry from the 
shore resorts and the mountains. 
Chalking up phenomenal patron- 
is ‘Caught in the Draft’ at the 


Also grossing heavily is the 
Farle. with Rochester’s stage unit 


and ‘Lady from Louisiana.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—Night Lisbon’ (Par) (2d run). 
Okay $3,200. Last week’s split week 
prought fair $2,000 for ‘Love Crazy’ 
(M-G) (2d wk) (4 days), and ‘Reach- 
ing for Sun’ (Par) (2d run) (3 days). 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Met Bombay’. (M-G) (2d wk). Tick- 
ing off satisfactory $12,000. Opener 
husky $12,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—‘Lady Louisiana’ (Rep) with 
Rochester's unit on stage. Playing to 
packed houses and heading for happy 
$24,000. Last week, ‘West Point 
Widow’ (Par) with in-person show 


~ headed by Andrews Sisters and Joe 


Venuti’s orch, okay $19,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Caught Draft’ (Par). Best news in 
many moons with sensational $26,000 
and headed for a long stay down- 
town. Last week, ‘Man Hunt’ (20th) 
sad $11,500. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—Man Hunt’ (20th) (2d run). Get- 
ting holiday overflow and set for 
cheery $4,500. Last week, $2,500, 
sour for initial showing of ‘Man Lost 
Himself’ (U). 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68) 
—In Navy’ (U) (2d run). Moveover 
hasn't hurt any and rollicking along 
for grand $7,000, a cinch to h.o. Last 
week, ‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G), fair 
$4.000 for second week of second run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—Moon Miami’ (20th). Prosperity is 
yoaneg this one by with sad $13,000. 
4ast week, ‘In Navy’ (U) snagged 
heavy $10,500 for third jaunt. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57)— 
‘Tight Shoes’ (U). Looks like satis- 
factory $4.800. Last week, ‘Billy Kid’ 
(M-G) slightly higher $5,000 for 
second run ride. 


GOOD PIX CURE BUFF; 





‘BOMBAY’ HOT $12,000 





Buffalo, July 8. 


In spite of a sweltering summer 
session, majority of main stem 
wickets are demonstrating that 
there’s nothing the matter with the 
pix biz that good pix won’t cure. 

Estimates for This Week 
3 Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
Caught Draft’ (Par) and ‘Accent 
Love’ (20th) (2d wk.). Still drum- 
ming up bumper trade for probably 


over $10,000. Last week, great 
$14,300. 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000: 35-55) 
—'Met Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘West 
Point Widow’ (Par). Indicates sweet 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Out Fog’ (WB) 
and ‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA), (6 
days), fair $7,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100: 30-45)—‘Un- 
derground’ (WB) and ‘Ride Vaquero’ 
(20th). House pace continues under 
par. May get meagre $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Man-Made Monster’ (U) and 


‘Horror Island’ 
$4,000 (U) (6 days), poor 


—'Tight Shoes’ (U) and ‘Model Wife’ 


(U). Highly disappointing, around 
$4,000 Last week, ‘Adventure 
Washington’ (Col) and ‘Time Out | 


Rhythm’ (Col). oke $6,000. 
Twentieth Century (Dipson) 


(3.000; 30-55)—‘Thieves Fall Out’ 
(WB) and ‘Crazy with Heat’ on 
stage. Should ring up satisfactory 
$10,000 Last week, (30-44) ‘Affec- 
tionately Yours’ (WB) and ‘Repent 
Leisure’ 


(RKO), lean $5,000. 


‘Dragon’ Draggy $3,000 
In Lincoln; ‘Miami’ $3,200 


aah Lincoln, Neb., July 8. 
Own settled down after last 
week's boom. Which got completely 
ap of hand with the Stuart’s ‘Caught 
n the Draft’ running to a super ter- 
+ $5,500 for eight days, and “They 
a Ry Bombay’ clicking solidly at 
ne incoln, ‘Moon Over Miami’ is 
afer ees best bet at the Lincoln 
— a fine holiday kickoff. ‘Re- 
will dive eee and ‘Barnacle Bill’ 
vill ‘y the r ini i 
Varsity and i, = — 
6 Estimates for This Week 
Clenial (Monroe-Noble-Federer ) 





af 


Academy’ (Col), 
Seven’ (Col) and 
(Col), okay $1,000. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-25-40)—‘Moon Miami’ (20th). Fa- 
vorable comment around town 
should mean $3,200, nice. Last week, 
‘Met Bombay’ (M-G), slick $3,600. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) 
(1,236; 10-20-25)—‘Border Vigilantes’ 
(Par) and ‘Shot Dark’ (WB). Suf- 
fering from opposition, offkey $1,400. 
Last week, ‘West Point Widow’ (Par) 
and ‘Wait You’ (M-G), $1,400. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,884; 
10-25-40) — ‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G). 
Late opening indicates short run but 
should manage somewhere around 
$3,000. Good. Last week, ‘Caught 
Draft’ (Par), season’s best with 
$5,500 in eight days. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 
25-40) — ‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO). 
Slow opening in midweek points to 
$3.000, disappointing. Last week, 
‘Time Rhythm’ (Col), very poor 
$1,800. Worst week for this house 
since last year’s drouth. 


ABBOTT-COSTELLO PACE 
OMAHA, SWELL $13,500 


Omaha, July, 8. 
No picture depression in Omaha 
right now, with ‘In the Navy’ and 
‘The Round Up’ headed for a big 
week at the Orpheum; ‘The Reluc- 
tant Dragon’ and ‘Her First Beau’ 
okay at the Brandeis, and ‘One Night 
in Lisbon’ and “The Long Voyage 

Home’ pretty good at the Omaha. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3.000; 10-30- 
40), ‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Round Up’ 
(Par). Abbott-Costelio starrer_ set 
for one of the biggest straight-pic- 
ture, regular price grosses in a long 


split with ‘Secret 
‘North Lone Star’ 





time. Will do grand $13.500. Last 
week (10-40-55), Phil Harris and 
stage revue. plus ‘Lady Cheyenne’ 


wound up with socko $21,000. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1.500: 10- 
25-35-40 )—‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO) 
and ‘First Beau’ (Col). Fine $6,000. 
Last week ‘Adventure Washington’ 
(Col) and ‘Time Rhythm’ (Col). fair 
$5.000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000: 10-30-40) 
‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) and ‘Long Voy- 
age’ (UA). Nice $8,500. Last week 
‘Caught Draft (Par) (2d wk) plus 
new second feature, ‘Cowboy Blonde’ 
(20th), light $7,200. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
‘Sea Wolf’ (WB). ‘Lady Louisiana’ 
(Rep) and Louis-Conn fight (RKO), 
split with ‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA) 


and ‘Invisible Woman’ (U). Neat 
$1,000. Last week ‘Zanzibar’ (Par) 
and ‘Penny Serenade’ (Col), split 


with ‘Pot Gold’ (UA), ‘Forbidden 
Passage’ (M-G), ‘Wagons Roll’ (WB), 
nice $900. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500: 10-20-25) 
—‘Back Saddle’ (Rep), ‘Met Argen- 
tina’ (RKO), ‘Road Zanzibar’ (Par), 


triple split with ‘Women Names’ 
(Par), ‘Father Prince’ (WB) and 
‘Two Gun Law’ (Col), ‘Wagons Roll 


Night’ (WB), ‘Penny Serenade’ (Col). 
Fair $1,000. Last week ‘Law Range’ 
(U), ‘Mail Train’ (WB) and ‘Tobacco 
Road’ (20th). triple split with ‘Hap- 
pened West’ (Cap), ‘Ride Kelly 
(20th) and ‘Western Stars’ (Par), 
‘Rockne’ (WB), ‘Adams Sons’ (Col), 
plus Louis-Conn fight (RKO), ac- 
ceptable $900. : 
Avenue-Military-Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (960; 600; 300; 25 )\—‘Lady 
Louisiana’ (Rep), ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) 
and Louis-Conn fight (RKO), split 
with ‘Invisible Woman’ (U). ‘“Top- 
per Returns’ (UA), ‘Pot of Gold’ 
(UA). Neat $1,000. Last week ‘Zan- 
Lzihar’ (Par) and ‘Wagons Roll Night’ 


(RKO) “and ‘Wild Man _ Borneo’ 
(M-G) plus Louis-Conn fight (RKO), 
better than average $1,100. 





‘Bombay,’ $12,500, Good, 
Denver; ‘Draft’? Big H.O. 


Denver, July 8. 

‘They Met in Bombay’ is a hot shot 
here and big enough to hold at the 
Orpheum. ‘Caught in the Draft’ is 
okay in its fourth week at the 
Denham. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) © (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) and ‘Af- 
fectionately Yours’ (WB), after week 


at Denver. Fair $3,800. Last week, 
‘In Navy’ (U), good $4,000 after 
week at Denver. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—'Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO) and 
‘Scattergood Baines’ (RKO), after 


week at Orpheum. Fair $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Sunny’ (RKO) and ‘Dr. Kil- 
dare’ (M-G), after week at Orpheum, 
fair $2,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Caught Draft’ (Par) (4th wk.) 
and ‘West Point Widow’ (Par). Good 





$7,000. Last week: with ‘Parson 


750; 10-15 \—‘Painted Springs’ (Col) | Panamint’ (Par), ditto. 


mer Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO), split] Denver (Fox) (2.525; 25-35-40)— 
City? qatls 22. (Col) and ‘Nevada|‘Moon Miami’ (20th) and ‘Hello 
‘Rid (Rep). Fair $900. Last week, Sucker’ (U). Good $9,500. Last 

er Rio’ (PRC) and ‘Military! week, ‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) 


| and ‘Affectionately Yours’ (WB), 
itto. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40 
,; —'Met Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Hurry, 
| Charlie’ (RKO). Fine $12,500. Last 
| week, ‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO) and 
‘Scattergood’ (RKO), fairish $7,400. 

| Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
| ‘Tight Shoes’ (U) and ‘Hit Road’ 
(U). Good $5,500. Last week, ‘Devil 
| Dogs’ (WB) and ‘Singapore’ (WB), 
| good $6,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40) — ‘In 
Navy’ (U), after week at each the 
Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Fargo Kid’ 
(RKO). Good $2,000. Last week, 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA), after week 
at each Denver and Aladdin, and 
‘Zombies’ (Mono), good $2,000. 


Det. Continues 
Upbeat; ‘Draft 








Detroit, July 8. 


Despite the prolonged heat spell 
and three-day holiday weekend— 
which took hundreds of thousands 
of mechanics out of town on the 
only vacation they’ll get this sum- 
mer in the defense industries—De- 
troit’s upbeat seers sustained. 

Biz, which went underground 
after Easter, continues to show re- 
newed strength and has revived talk 
of that long-heralded ‘boom.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
—In Navy’ (U) and ‘Tight Shoes’ 
(U). Moverovers, after two weeks 
at Fox, look for strong $7,000. Last 
week ‘Hit Road’ (U) and ‘Devil's 
Island’ (Col), o.k. $6,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘San An- 
tonio Rose’ (U). Hefty $20,000. Last 
week ‘In Navy’ (U) (2d wk) and 
‘Tight Shoes’ (U), nifty $16,000, giv- 
ing it an approximate $40,000 for the 
two weeks. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
30-40-55) —‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and 
‘Affectionately Yours’ (WB). Socko 
$25,000. Last week ‘Met Bombay’ 
(M-G) and ‘Magic Music’ (Par), nice 
$15,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 30-40-55)—‘John Doe’ (WB) and 
‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Pair originally moved from Michi- 
gan seem good for another healthy 
$7,000, after hefty $8,000 last week. 


‘SHEPHERD HILLS’ GOOD 
$7,500 IN MEMPHIS 


Memphis, July 8. 

Sock boxoffice pix have cured the 
film slump in Dixie. Three of four 
first-runs are doing better than 
average biz this week and the fourth 
is chortling over surprise trade ac- 
corded its h.o. offering. 

Estimates for This Week 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44)— 
‘Bride Came’ (WB). Cagne;-Davis 
comedy appeal very high to mebbe 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Out of Fog’ 
(WB), $3,700, about as expected. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— 





Hefty $25,000 


| 
| 
| 


| ‘Moon Miami’ (20th). 
| vehicling nice score to likely $6,000. 
Last 


Tourists Offset L. A. Holiday Exedus; : 
Pickets Hurt ‘Dragon, 17/56, ‘Bride’ 
Robust $23,500, Draft H.0. Big 216 





+ 


Grable chassis 


week, ‘Reluctant Dragon’ 
(RKO-Disney), $2,300, terribly dis- 
appointing. 

New Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10- 
33-44) — ‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par). 
Rave reviews over color and old- 
sters’ interest in Harold Bell Wright 
contributing factors to $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Caught Draft’ (Par), h.o. 
four days, and ‘Adventure Washing- 
ton’ (Col), four days, $3,000, fairish. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) (2d wk). Good 
$3,700. Last week, $8,600, wham. 

Strand (Lightman) (10-22-33)— 
‘Wanted Wings’ (Par) (2d run) and 
‘Naval Academy’ (Col), split. Head- 
ed for customary $1,500. Last week, 
‘Pot Gold’ (UA) (2d run), three 
days; ‘That Uncertain Feeling’ (U), 
two days; ‘Singing Hills’ (Rep), two 
days, $1,400, slightly off. 


RAIN HELPS L’VILLE BIZ; 
‘BOMBAY’ HEFTY $11,000 


Louisville, July 8. 


Three-day holiday started out with 
a hard rain and remained cool over 
the Fourth. The setup was perfect 
for the exhibs on the main stem, 
with a raft of people held in town 
and nowhere to go but to the film 
houses. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Billy the Kid’ 
(M-G) and ‘Broadway Limited’ 
(UA) (3d wk). Holding up fine and 
should cop excellent $3,200 on cur- 
rent stanza. Last week same duo 
came through for oke $2,400. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—Night Rio’ (20th) and ‘Blondie 
Latin’ (Col). Sharing in the general 
prosperity along the main stem and 
pacing for good $1,500. Last week, 
‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and ‘Man Lost Him- 
self’ (U), good $1,400. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and 
‘Adventure Washington’ (Col). Trav- 
eling at nice rate and should ring 
the bell for swell $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Knew Answers’ (Col) and 
‘Time Rhythm’ (Col), fair $6,500. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 








15-30-40)—‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB). In- 
dications are for alright $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Underground’ (WB), 
nice $3,100. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 
15-30-40) —‘Caught in Draft’ (Par) 


and ‘San Antonio Rose’ (U) (2d wk.). 
Headed for nice $7,500, after terrific 
first week’s $12,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 
15-30-46)—Tight Shoes’ (U) and 
‘Voice Night’ (U). Sharing in the 
general upsurge in biz and should 


gather $3,000. Last week, ‘Man 
Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Scattergood 
Strings’ (RKO), satisfactory $3,000. 











Frisco Blue With H.0s 


‘Bride C.O.D.,’ $19,000, Only New Film Click; Earl 
Carroll Unit Weak $17,000 





brought a flock of new pix to Mar- 
ket street, the Fourth sees holdovers 
or weak product predominating, save 
for splash debut of ‘Bride Came 
1C.0.D.’ at the Fox. Business consid- 
l|erably off all around, with even 
| Oakland, Sacramento and other out- 





the mo- 


condition than Frisco at 
;} ment. 

Gate has Earl Carroll’s new revue 
on the stage, but it isn’t pulling as it 


should. The Bob Hope comedy, 


over the holiday in its third period 
at the Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Bride C.O.D.” (WB) and ‘Singapore 
Woman’ (WB). Looks like the 
street’s best entry, and may hit $19,- 
000. Last week ‘Met Bombay’ (M- 
G) and ‘Shot Dark’ (WB), fine 
$18,500. 

Geary (Curran) (1,286; 55-75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—Citizen Kane’ (RKO) (6th 
wk). Closed last night after a suc- 
cessful run, final stanza taking $5,- 
000. House will darken until ‘Reluc- 
tant Dragon’ (RKO) is out of the 
way at the Gate, where it opens (9), 
then will relight with the Disney 
Festival Revue. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—‘Hurry, Charlie’ (RKO) and 
Earl Carroll revue on stage. Unit 





is the major magnet, but not strong 


Where the Memorial Day holiday | 
| and ‘Funzafire’ unit fell off to poor 


lying spots seemingly in healthier | 


SS as 3 
Last week ‘Hoar of rress «:.i0nd; 


$13,000, natives turning thumbs 
down on the nut show. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-50 )—Model Wife’ (U) and 
‘Sweetheart Campus’ (Col). This 
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situation is taking a real beating in | 


the struggle for product. With only 


| $5,300 in view, it’s brutal going. Last 


| Rhythm’ 


week scraped bottom when ‘Time 
(Col) and ‘Adventure 


Washington’ (Col) got heartbreaking 


| $5,000. 


‘Caught in the Draft,’ being milked | 





Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
50)—‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and ‘West 
Point Widow’ (Par) (3rd wk). Looks 
like swell $11,000. Last (2nd) week 
finished with $12,000, very good. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
50)—‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Shot 
Dark’ (WB) (moveover). Going 
good here for possible $6,000, and 
will make up for last week’s poor 
$4,000 on ‘Big Store’ (M-G) and 
Strange Alibi’ (WB), which was 
even worse than expected. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
40-50)—‘Pot o’Gold’ (UA) (2nd wk). 
This one turned to lead and bows 
out tonight with disappointing $5,- 
900. First week poor $8,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-50) 
—Moon Over Miami’ (20th) and 
‘For Beauty’s Sake’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Holiday helping to hold this one up 
to $8,500 level. First week, average 
$12,000. 


; Newsreel 





Los Angeles. July 8. 
Biz over the holiday weekend held 
exceptionally strong. despite perfect 
weather which caused usual exodus 


to beaches and mountain resorts. 
Town was overrun with tourists, 
which helped swell takes all around, 
with most houses having their best 
week in many months. 

Towns’ leader is ‘Caught in the 
Draft,’ which, with Will Osborne’s 
orc™, pulled $21,000 in second week 
at Paramount and holds for third. 
‘Bride Came C.O.D.’ rolling up 
robust $23,500 at both Warners sites 
and holds over. 

‘Reluctant Dragon’ at Pantages 
and Hillstreet is affected by striking 
cartoonists parading out front, but 
will come through with satisfactory 
though disappointing $17,500 at two 
houses. Strikers are also picketing 
Carthay Circle, where Fantasia in 
23d week picked up another $6,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,615: 83- 
$1.10-$1.65)—‘Fantasia” (Disney) 
(23rd wk.). Holiday weekend with 
kids out of school helped for another 
$6,500 after 22d week finished with 
okay $5,500, a little below expecta- 
tions. 

Chitiese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034; 
30-44-55-75)—‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and 
‘Accent on Love’ (20th). Opened 
strong and should grind out satis- 
factory $11,500. Last week, ‘Met 
Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Beauty’s Sake’ 
(20th), very good $13,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 30-44-55) 
—‘Bride Came C.O.D.’ (WB). Robust 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Underground’ 
(WB), five-day second week. Sagged 
heavily on holdover and slim $3,300 
best that could be attracted. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-44- 
55)—Rage Heaven’ (M-G) (5th 
wk.). Pretty good $1,700. Fourth 
week up just a trifle over early pre- 
dictions and at $2,000 still in the 
money. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756: 30-44-55) 
—‘Bride Came C.0.D’ (WB). Ex- 
cellent $12.500. Last week, ‘Under- 
ground’ (WB) on five-day holdover, 
failed to come up to expectations at 
$3,700. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 30-44-55) 
—Men of Timberland’ (U) (first 
run) and ‘Her First Beau’ (20th) and 
vaude. Not so good $7,200. Last 
week, ‘Shadows on Stairs’ (WB) 
(Ist run) and ‘Singapore Woman’ 
(Par) and vaude, topped $10,500. 


Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-44-55)—~— 
‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO) and ‘Scate- 
tergood Pulls Strings’ (RKO), 


Pickets hurting b.o. here, but dis- 
appointing $9,000, still profitable. 
Last week, ‘In Navy’ (U) (3d wk.) 
and ‘Repvent Leisure’ (RKO), satis- 
factory $5,300. 

Paramount (Par) 3.595: 30-44-55- 
75)—‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and Will 
Osborne orch, (2d wk.). Holdover 
with holiday biz will bring fine 
$21,500, after first week came up to 
expectations with nearly $25,500. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-44-55)—~— 
‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO) and 
‘Scattergood Strings (RKO). ‘Pickets 
parading here also. Nice $8,500 not 
up to expectations. Last week, ‘In 
Navy’ (U) (3rd wk.) and ‘Dreaming 
Loud’ (RKO), very good $7,300. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,404; 30-44- 
55-75)—‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Ac- 
cent on Love’ (20th). Good $13,500. 
Last week, ‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and 
‘Beauty’s Sake’ (20th), very good 
$15,600. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
30-44-55 )—‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and 
‘Beauty’s Sake’ (20th), moveover. 
Good enough $4,200. Last week, 
‘Weroars Face’ (M-G)_ and. .“Wait. 
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Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-44-55) 
—‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Beauty’s 
Sake’ (20th). Fine $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and 
‘Wait You’ (M-G), okay $6,200. 

















New Theatres 


Continued from page 1¢ 











land Tribune station, which will air 
six newscasts daily from the house, 
Situation seats 850, large for a news- 
reeler, 

Second newspic enterprise is that 
$f Aaron Goldberg (operator of the 
in Frisco), who is come 
pletely remodeling the old Regent 
and changing name to Newsreel. 
Opening here is skedded for Aug. 8 
if the steel shortage doesn’t hold up 
deliveries. Plans call for lots of 
leg-room between seats, cutting ca- 
pacity to 287 payees. Bucky Wil- 
liams, manager of the Newsreel 
here, will also manage the new one, 





New Air Base Theatre 
Springfield, Mass, July 8. 
The Northeast air base, Westover 
field at nearby Chicopee, will have 
its own theatre in about 10 weeks, 
a 600-seater. 
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WARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE 
8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 





WB Buys John Maxwell Theatre 


Empire; N. L. Nathanson Reported 


Enlisting Beaverbrock to Set Deal 


London, July 8 | 

The oft-reported sale of the John | 
Maxwell theatre empire of Great 
Britain, Associated British Cinemas, | 
Ltd., is finally reported to have been | 
made this week, with Warner Bros. | 
| 





the purchaser. Widow of the theatre 
magnate is said to have completed 
the sale with WB at nine shillings | 
per share, which would be above the | 
market price. 

There have been a number of 
bidders for the Maxwell interests. | 

Reports that N. L. Nathanson, 
principal exhibitor and distributor | 
in Canada, has joined Warners in 
the purchase of the Maxwell theatre 
interests is taken here to mean that 
the former Famous Players-Canadian 
chief was able tc help put 
through the deal through his long 
friendship with Lord Beaverbrook, 
the London publisher, who's been 
interested in film exhibition, finan- 
cially, in both England and Canada. 
Nathanson and the peer were 
formerly associated in Canadian 
theatre operations. 





Lord Beaverbrook some time ago 
wanted to buy in on the theatre cir- 
cuit. No mention is made of his as- | 
sociation with the latest takeover. | 
His vast influence is believed to have | 
been the only means of puiting | 
through the deal due to opposition | 
against the purchase by American | 
interests by such British circuit own- 
ers as Charles M. Woolf and Arthur | 
Rank. 





Seidelman Gen’l Mgr. 
In Argentina for UA 


Sam Seidelman was named general 
manager in Argentina for United 
Artists this week by Walter Gould, 
company’s foreign chief. He will 
also act as supervisor for Latin- 
America. Seidelman has represented 
UA in Mexico, Central America and 
as special homeoffice sales rep for 
the last nine years. He is a brother 
of Joseph Seidelman, Universal for- 
eign chief. 

He succeeds Guy P. Morgan, re- 
signed. 


100 DIE IN MEX 
THEATRE 
PANIC 


Mexico City, July 8. 

One hundred persons were killed 
and 250 injured when lightning and 
rainstorm struck the Cine Montes in 
Guadalajara, Mexico's second larg- 
est city, last night. Forty women 
and 21 children among the fatali- 
ties. “Eighteen of the injured are 
expected to die. 

Most of the deaths were attributed 
to panic of patrons and others who 
took haven in theatre after a bolt 








|ripped cpen the roof, dousing lights 


Understanding is that the asking | and admitting downpour. Theatre 
price for virtual, but not complete, | police and firemen were 


| attaches, 
control is 1,000,000 pounds (‘about ace 
$4,000,000), but that the British gov-|}4q to hold back hundreds of mad- 


| powerless to stem the mob. Police | 
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ernment would not let it be paid off | 
in Warners’ money frozen here. The | 
government is said to insist that the | 
purchase be paid off in a dollar | 


amount equal to the frozen assets. 





WB in N. Y. Not Notified 
Warners’ New York home office | 
claims to have received no notifica- | 
tion of the company’s takeover ‘of | 
the Maxwell shares in the Associ- | 
ated British Cinemas, Ltd. 


Black, Taylor Feud 
Exceeds ‘Minor’ Stage 








London, June 20. 
Dolinoff and Raya Sisters, im- 
portant adjunct to the George Black | 
show, ‘Apple Sauce,’ at London Pal-| 
ladium, have to quit this week to 
open at South Pier theatre, Black- 
pool, for Jack Taylor. 





Taylor and Black have been life-| 


long friends, but recently there’s 
been a rift, with Black staging the 
annual summer show at the Opera 
whic’, with the 


been a Taylor meal ticket for years. 
Despite Val Parnell’s two trips to 
Blackpool to try and persuade Tay- 
lor to release this act, so es not to 
disrupt the Palladium show, Taylor 
was adamant in his refusal. 

The withdrawal of D. & R. Sisters 
also means the two scenes in which 
they were featured, and which were 
staged by Waniel Dolinoff, have to 
come out. Upshot of it all is that it 
first appeared to be a minor tussle. 


Hot B.O. in Iceland 


Theatre business and, consequently, 
that of American distributors is 
healthy in Iceland despite its small 
population. Fact that a unit of some 








50,000 British-Canadian troops were | 


garrisoned in the principal commu- 
nities is held responsible for the up- 
swing in cinema trade. 

There are 10 or 12 film theatres 
in Iceland at the present time, all 
enjoying above normal business. 
Several U. S. major companies re- 
cently concluded product deals with 
the principal theatre outfits in the 
island country, 


dened relatives vigilancing all night 
in effort to search theatre for bodies 
of kin. Ten mothers were hospital- 
ized at sight of their dead children. 





Reciprocal Protection 
Of Royalties Planned 
By Mexico and U. S. 


Mexico City, July 8. 

Excellent progress is being made 
toward bringing about a reciprocal 
pact between Mexico and the United 
States for the guaranteeing of the 
payment of ‘adequate’ royalties for 
the use in both republics of show 
business ‘artistic’ productions. 

In this pact, Mexico particularly 
wants protection, in the form of 
proper royalty payments, for the 
works of Mexican composers that 
are reproduced mechanically in the 
U.S. Mexico has assured the Amer- 
ican State Department that she will 
| zealously protect the royalty inter- 
; ests of American compositions used 
|in this country. Excepting in a few 
| cases, Mexican composers do not re- 
'ceive adequate protection nor com- 
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ag the State Department has been 
| told. 


{ 


Associated Talking, UA 


| 





| B. A. Goes Haysian 





Buenos Aires, July 1. 

| Increasingly sharp eye for ob- 
jectionable films being used by 
| Buenos Aires authorities has brought 
indications that national regulations 
may soon be adopted setting official 
svandards. 

Municipality recently ruled that 
Universal's ‘Back Street,’ ‘while ex- 
cellent melodrama, is not for chil- 
| dren,” and warned theatre owners 
|that anyone admitting youngsters 
| was subject to license revocation. 


Coward's ‘Spirit, 
London Play, Is 
Blithe Indeed 


London, July 8. 
Londoners who fancied that Noel 
Coward's war work and the grave 
times would influence the writing of 
his latest play, ‘Blithe Spirit,’ were 
somewhat disappointed at the pre- 
miere last week. In fact, Britain’s 


foremost actor-playwright has 
dipped into comedy, with not the 
faintest trace of the times included 
in his theme. 

The London premiere at the Pic- 
cadilly on Wednesday (2) was en- 
thusiastically received and indica- 
tions are for a moderate boxoffice 
success, 

Story revolves around the spirits 
of two dead wives of a novelist who 
return to heckle him unmercifully. 
The widower jis able to see and hear 
them, but others cannot, all of which 
tends to create many hilarious mo- 
ments. 

The libraries (ticket agencies) 
liked the play immensely, but are 
not making any deals in view of the 
uricertain times. 

Emlyn Williams’ ‘The Light of 

|Heart’ returned to London, at the 
|Globe, recently, with the author ap- 
pearing in the role created by God- 
frey Tearle. The story was slightly 
altered to make the lead a brother 
of the heroine, instead of the father. 
This threw the tale slightly out of 
gear, and some of the critics made 
invidious comparison between Tearle 
and Williams’ reading of the lines 
|from ‘King Lear.’ 
William Saroyan’s Pulitzer prize- 
winning “Time Of Your Life’ preemed 
| this side at the Princes, Bradford, re- 
|cently for a provincial tryout and a 
| generally favorable press. 

Some idea of the situation with 
|regard to shows for the legitimate 
houses in the West End may be 
| gleaned frorn the statement that the- 
jatres are offering attractions as 
(high as 90% of the gross. 


BEEF 10 BBC ON 
SOLDIER SHOWS 


London, June 20. 
Vauders particularly and _per- 
formers in general are 




















wires into camp _ entertainments 
where pro talent, now soldiering, 
does its stuff. Shows would be re- 
| layed over normal air outlets. 

| Miff is against the underselling 





In Empire Distrib Pact! that nixes hiring of acts who'd or- 





Syd Gresham, Aussie rep of As- 
| sociated Talking Pictures, Ltd., an- 
;nouncs that ATP and_ United 
| Artists will contract for full distri- 
bution of the former’s product in the 
| United Kingdom and U. S. Deal 
| takes in George Formby’s ‘It’s 
Turned Out Niee Again,’ ‘Fleet Air 
Arm,’ with Clive Brook, plus the 
Tommy Trinder and Will Hay pix. 
New setup excludes Australia and 
|New Zealand, where the A.T.P. 
|product is handled by British Em- 
| dire Films, a unit of Greater Union 
| Theatres, with contract carrying on 
until 1943. 





Different Kind of P.A. 
Vichy, July 8. 
Vincent Brechignac, former United 
Artists publicity man in Paris, now 
has a job with the Vichy govern- 
ment. 
He is a film and theatrical censor 
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in the Ministry of Information. 
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|dinarily play the air-time. 
| talent is made free to BBC. 


KASTNER MAY JOIN 
UA’S LONDON STAFF 


Lacy W. Kastner, European man- 
ager for United Artists, who has 
been in the U.S. about a month, may 
become part of the company’s Lon- 
don staff when he goes abroad 
again. UA is considering dropping 
Kastner’s post in Lisbon, as it has 
been found that contact can be main- 
tained with European branches 
equally, efficiently and more econ- 
omically from New York. 

Kastner will leave New York for 
the Coast in about two weeks. He'll 


remain there a couple weeks before 
clippering abroad again. 


Soldier 
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‘Gotta Fight ‘Em, Buenos Aires 


Warns in Urging 





U. 5. Battle Pic 


Bans, Nazi OK's in Latin America 


a 


Film Quota in India 
Limits Imports to 50% 


New import quota, restricting the 
amount of film product to 50% of the 
total shipped in during the previous 
year, has been adopted by India and 
will be placed in effect next Sept. 1. 
Major film companies in N. Y. are 
framing a protest to be handled 
through the U. S. state department. 

India placed a 75% import quota 
on American films more than a year 
ago. 


STILL GET COIN 
FROM NAZI 
NATIONS 


Continuing source of surprise to 
execs of foreign departments of 
major U.S. film companies is that 
they are still getting remittances 
from at least half-a-dozen European 
countries which have come under the 
complete domination of Hitler. Ger- 
many itself, of course, has long since 
prohibited entrance of American 
films, let alone remitting income. 

Drafts have been received in the 
last few weeks from Rumania, Bul- 
garia, Hungary, Greece, Norway and | 
Denmark. Coin coming from two | 
last-named countries is for old pix. | 
Receipts coming to this country are} 
automatically blocked by the U. S. | 
government, but can be de-blocked | 
in a couple weeks, when forms are | 
filled out proving that it’s not being! 
used for financing Nazi propaganda | 
or for other devious purposes. 














McConville Reaffirms 
Columbia's Interest In| 
Spanish Languagers 





Asserting that Columbia Pictures | 
always was in’the market for Span- | 
ish-made productions if they were | 
deemed strong enough for world- | 
wide distribution, Joseph A. McCon- | 
ville, Columbia’s foreign chief, ex- | 
plained last week that the primary 
purpose of his recent six-week trip | 
through the Latin Americas was to | 
hold sales conventions in Brazil and 
Argentine. He arrived in N. Y. early 
last week. 

However, McConville said no deal 
had been set with Lumiton, one of 
the large Argentine producing com- 
panies, and that he had talked with 
other producers, although his trip 
through the Latin-American terri- 
tory was not primarily on produc- 
tion deals. Lumiton and Columbia 
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The 50 features which Argentina 
will produce this year, he said, rep- 
resent an inogrease over recent years. 
He indicated that the development 
of its own stars in Argentina repre- 
sented a larger outlay in production 
costs for each native feature, and 
that a rather apparent need was for 
more adequate distribution. Whether 


Columbia or other American dis- 
tributors could make deals to dis- 
tribute these native pictures de- 


pended largely on the strength of the 
product, he said. 


British Give U.S. July 4th 
Celebration Big Play 


London, July 8. 

Britain, in the form of attendees at 
Oscar Deutsch’s British cinema cir- 
cuit, went big for its participation 
in the celebration of American In- 
dependence Day, July 4. 

Special screen musical presenta- 
tion was splendidly received at all 
the Deutsch theatres. Paramount 
filmed the event and is clippering 
the reels to the U.S. { 











Buenos Aires, July 1, 


Adoption of stronger and more 
realistic attitude by Washington on 
the question of pro-Democracy films 
in Latin America is being urged here 
as a result of official banning of 
Charlie Chaplin’s ‘Great Dictator’ 
and approval of the Nazi film, ‘Sieg 
im Westen.’ 


‘Dictator,’ oddly enough, got an 
Argentine kayo after members of 
B. A.’s City Council took Mayor 
Carlos A, Pueyrredon over the coals 
for having previously nixed the film 
and ordered him to permit showing, 
Before the mayor was even officially 
advised of the order, an official min- 
istry decree banned the film 
throughout the country instead of in 
Buenos Aires alone. 


A day later it was annotinced that 
‘Sieg’ had been ok’d. “Furthermore, 
it was rated ‘Para Familias’ (‘For 
Families’), which means it can be 
advertised as ‘Suitable for Children,’ 
A good many JU. S. films of late have 
run into trouble on this score, the 
adult-only provision cutting strongly 
into b.o. returns. 

Backstage moves that led to the 
approval of the totalitarian propa- 
ganda film and the 10-count for the 
anti-Axis pic are not yet entirely 
clear, but enough of the factors have 
been disclosed to cause plenty of 
worrying among those here who 
have the best interests of Uncle Sam 
and his Good Neighbors at heart. 


Axis Pressure 


Throughout the complicated his- 
tory affecting the Chaplin film, the 
Germans and Italians have ,been ac- 
tive, using every trick in their pos- 
session—including the power of the 
embassies—to fight for their side. 
Yet, during all this, it is pointed out, 
the U. S. Embassy here has remained 
silent, apparently on orders of Wash- 
ington. Point made is that while in 
the past it’s been all very well for 
the U.S. to say that questions of this 
sort are none of America’s biz, the 


times now demand something strong- 
| OF. 


If the Axis takes it on iiself to 
stop pro-Democracy films, by pro- 
tests, etc., certainly it’s time that the 


| U. S. threw its weight in and did a 
little protesting, it’s argued. 


Fact that showing of Chaplin's film, 
previously approved by 15 Latin- 
American nations, was halted by Ar- 
gentina is not necessarily as much an 
indication that the government is 
more fascist than democracy-minded, 
it’s argued. Feeling is that the gov- 
ernment, officially committed to a 
policy of strict neutrality, clings to 
a hope of staying on the fence. De- 
sire to please all sides means that 


| when the Axis powers protest and 


the democracies say nothing, the 
Axis gets its way since there isnt 
even any opposish to face. 


Japs Okay 13 Firms 


To Produce Pictures 


Tokyo, June 8. 

The Japanese government has 
purged motion pie companies by 
granting official permission to pro- 
duce films hereafter to only 13 mo- 
ora ASS SES aren 

The companies are = Snocniku, 
Toho, Nikkatsu and Daito motion 
picture companies, the movie depart- 
ment of the Riken concern, the Ju- 
jiya Cultural Film Manufacturing 
Co., the Toa Talkie Production, the 
Yokohama Cinema Co., Asahi and 
Yomiuri Publishing Co., the Japan 
Telegram News Agency and the As- 
ahi Movie Co. 








John Nathan to B.A. 


John Nathan, Paramount's man- 
ager in Argentina, sailed for Buenos 
Airés from New York last Thursday 
(3). He had been in the U. S. for 
about six weeks. 

While here, Nathan was named on 
the small-industry committee which 
conferred with the State Department 
in Washington on Argentine and 
Uruguay trade treaties now being 
negotiated between U. S. and those 
countries. 





AUSSIE BANS PAR’S PIt 


Sydney, June 29. 
Australia’s board of censors has 
banned ‘Monster and the Girl,’ Para- 
mount horror feature. 
No explanation given. 
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| 
A TRIBUTE TO A HERO 
As a Warner Bros. alumnus, it 
makes me proud to pledge this salvo 
to a truly great motion picture, “Ser- 
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geant York,” as produced by Jesse L. 
Lasky and Hal B. Wallis. 


This affords me the opportunity 
to pay tribute to its Americanism, 
its cast, its direction, its writers, its 
photography, its musical score— 


and to a truly great American, Alvin 
C. York. 


It’s a great theme that merits the 


heartfelt support of every American. 
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MANPOWER 


(ONE SONG) 
Hollywood, July 4. | 

Warner Bros. release of Mark Hellinger 
production. Stars Edward G. Robinson, 


Marlene Dietrich, George Raft. Directed 
by Raoul Walsh. Original screenplay, 


Richard Macaulay and Jerry Wald; cam- 
era. Ernie Haller; editor, Ralph Dawson; 
special effects, Byron Haskin and H. F. 


Koenekamp; Asst. director, Russ Saunders; 


dialog director, Hugh Cummings; songs, 
Frank Loesser and Frederick Hollander. 
Previewed at Warners Beverly, July 3, ‘41. 
Running time, 108 MINS. 

Hank McHenry....... Edward G. Robinson | 
Fay Duval..........+..-.-Marlene Dietrich 
Johnny Marshall.......---+e+- George Raft 
Jumbo Wells... ccccccccccsssseeeed Alan Hale 
OmmahA.cessscoccscescccceecs Frank McHugh 
 MPPPCTETTLLL LL Specseovers Eve Arden 
Smiley Quinn...cesseseees Barton MaclLane 
Bddte AdG@mMS. ..cccecccccrsscses Ward Bond 
Sidney Whipple......+se++++- Walter Catlett 
MeO TItE. 00 ose coveceedes eee Joyce Compton 
, RSTn. Lucia Carroll 
Pop Duval......e« eocceccones Egon Brecher 
CUT cccccccccceostesencedtooveses Cliff Clark 
Sweeney.......+. ecccee eoeces Joseph Crehan 
Al Hurst...cccee soccccceresess Ben Welden 
PRUs c0es secescdsacpccecons Barbara Pepper 
WURTAR vc cc ccccdvnscsecoess Dorothy Appleby 





There’s plenty of rough and rowdy 
action and dialog in this melodrama, 
premised on the triangle formula. 
Geared at a fast pace for the first 
half, it tapers off slightly in the mid- 
die to come with a rush into the 
home stretch. Edward G. Robinson, 
Marlene Dietrich and George Raft on 
the marquee, combined with the ac- 
tionful content of the picture, insures 
good grosses in the regular runs as | 
top or solo attraction. Picture will | 
unwind above par b.o., however, in | 
the subsequents and nabes. . 

Zestful direction of Raoul Walsh 
cannot be disgounted here. He keeps 
things moving at a fast clip and dis- | 
plays the individual talents of Rob- | 
inson, Miss Dietrich and Raft to ut- 
most advantage. Many of the lines, 
are close to the border, especially on | 
second thought. Story tells of the 
adventures of a construction and 
maintenance crew for power lines. 
Raft and Robinson are buddies in 
the outfit, and when Robinson is 
burned by a high tension wire he’s 
made foreman of the gang. Miss 
Dietrich is the daughter of crew- 
member Egon Brecher, getting pa- 
role from a year’s stretch in prison. 
She works in a clip joint, and enacts 
the role to perfection. Raft tabs her 
immediately, but Robinson falls in 
love with her for quick marriage. 
Raft stands by, and finds the gal in 
love with him and ready to walk out 
on Robinson. Raft takes command, 
brings Miss Dietrich to the dam lo- 
cation for a reconciliation, but the 
wife tells Robinson of her infatua- 
tion for his buddy. In a fight on a 
power tower, Robinson falls to his 
death—and Dietrich into the arms of 





Raft. , ; 

First. third of the picture displays 
racy action and spicy dialog for max- 
imum attention, and then drifts into 
formula triangle dramatics. Robin- 
son delivers a vivid portrayal as the 
foreman-lineman who manhandles 
the gals too fast until he meets Miss 
Dietrich. Latter provides a stereo- 
typed performance as the clip-joint 
inmate, and sings one song chorus 
throatily. Raft puts his teeth into 
the part assigned, while Alan Hale 
and Frank McHugh provide several 


comedy moments of more or less 
hilarity. 
Picture is mounted to conform 


with the rough and ready back- 


ber of sinister fellow-conspirators, 
plus several sarcastic Scotland Yard 
officials. 

Although the story creates an au- 
thentic atmosphere of tension, par- 
ticularly in the final sequences, the 
script could have been greatly com- 
pressed. It lacks the compact drive 
that made ‘Night Train’ so propul- 
sive. It dawdles for minor scenes, 
which, although they add color and 
flavor to the yarn, could be con- 
densed and thus also add movement 
to the story. And while some of the 
comedy is effective, other sequences 
are obvious and strained. 

Except for these dull intervals, the 
direction is workmanlike. Musical 
score is unusually helpful, notably in 
the comedy moments. Gordon 
Harker and Alastair Sim, given star 
billing in the 20th-Fox pressbook, 
but doubtless due to be lowered by 
U.S. exhibs, are satisfactory leads, 
though hardly likely to draw wide- 
spread popularity with American 
filmgoers. Phyllis Calvert is a 
looker, but others in the cast are 
pretty much standard. Production 
is adequate. Currently running 87 


| minutes, the picture might profitably 


be cut for dualling, where it’s ob- 
viously headed. Hobe. 


JUNGLE CAVALCADE 


RKO 
y Frank 


Directed 
Armand 


release. 
Etliott, 


and 
Clyde 


production 
Buck, 


t 

Denis. Narration by Frank Buck; dialog, 
Phil Reisman, Jr.; music, Nathaniel Shil- 
kret; supervision, W. C. Ament, At Pal- 
ace, N. Y., starting July 3, ‘41. Running 


time, 76 MINS. 





Frank Buck’s jungle pictures are 
rated ‘daddy of ‘em all.’ Conse- 
quently, this ingenious compilation 
of outstanding sequences from ‘Bring 
‘Em Back Alive,’ ‘Wild Cargo’ and 
‘Fang and Claw,’ plus a little new 
material, new narration and musical 
backgrounding, stacks up as_ top- 
flight jungle adventure fare. ‘Jungle 
Cavalcade’ is entertaining and tops 
for this type of film. If given the 
circusy sort of bally employed for 
this Broadway engagement, picture 
looms as a first-rate grosser cur- 
rently, especially if the distributor 
picks his spots. 


Exhibitors who found the first 
three Buck thrillers successful at 
the wickets will be pleasantly sur- 
prised by the compact vehicle the 
RKO-Pathe News production staff 
has moulded from the best sequences 
of these older pictures. Bulk of story 
concerns Buck’s efforts to capture 
rare jungle creatures although oc- 
casionally he uses his rifle and pis- 
tol when it’s a question of his life 
or the animal’s. 


The capture of an ourang-outang, 
trapping of a 30-foot python and 
the death struggle between a python 
and leopard are spotlighted. Actual 
trapping of a tiger in a pit, odd res- 
cue of a baby elephant from another 
jungle cat, and a breathless duel be- 
tween another monstrous reptile and 
snarling tiger are other exciting mo- 
ments. Then, of course, there’s the 
familiar sequence in which Frank 
Buck tangles with one of these 
pythons which has sneaked up near 
one of his animal cages—and is 
forced to fire a round of ammunition 
at the reptile. 


Editing job, credited to W. C. 
Ament, keeps events moving at a 





ground, with storm-driven torrents 
roviding settings for the linemen 
o work.in. Photography by Ernie 
Haller is above par eralatacae > 
alt. 


MAIL TRAIN 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
20th Century-Fox release of Edward 
Biack (Maurice Ostrer) production, Stars 
Gordon Harker, Alastair Sim; features 
Phyllis Calvert, Edward Chapman. Directed 
by Walter Forde. Story, Frank Launder 
(based on Inspector Hornleigh character 
ereated by Hans W. Priwin); screenplay, 
J. O. C. Orton and Val Guest: camern, 
Jack Cox; musicg Louis Levy; editor, R. E. 


Dearing. At New York theatre, N.® Y., 
July 1, '41; dual. Running time, 87 MINS. 
Inspector Hornleigh........ Gordon Harker 
Sergeant Bingham............/ Alastair Sim 
Mrs. Wilkinson.......- e----Phyllis Calvert 
Mc, Blenkinsop....,..--.Edward Chapman 
~Dy, Wisir sen... seer. -0s— Chatles “Olver 
Dr. Kerbishley....c.e+s.:- Raymond Huntley 
g Inspector Blow. .ccccccccceses:s Perey Walsh 
Commissioner. ...ccessessesses> David Horne 
Colonel.......c.sececcece-Feter Gawthorne 
Bergeant Major. ..ccccccecess:: Wally Patch 
BIOIBY . co ccccvsinvvesdccccsess Betty Jardine 
Professor Mackenzie........ O. B. Clarence 
ee WOUNUOP csv ccbecccveceseuses John Salew 





Whether or not it was intended as} 
a followup to cash in on the rep of 
‘Night Train,’ from the same British 
studio last year, ‘Mail Train’ will in- | 
evitably be compared to its Maurice 
That's | Je" 
ugely on its 
own merits, ‘Mail Train’ is an effec- 
tive thriller, but compared to ‘Night 
Train’ it’s a pale imitation. Although 
it will suffer from the unfavorable 


Ostrer-produced predecessor. 
unfortunate, for judged 


comparison as well as from its total 
lack of U.S.-known marquee names, 
‘Mail Train’ should do fair business 
on the strength of reviews and 
word-of-mouth, 

Picture has a basically good story 
of the sort the English seem uniquely 
gifted for handling. It’s one of 
those slow-gathering _ thriller-mys- 
teries, with touches of comedy and 
given subtle emphasis by understate- 
ment. Deals with the running pre- 
dicaments of a couple of Scotland 
Yard operatives who stumble on and 
finally uncover an espionage ring. 
One of them is a reasonably capabie, 
if not-particularly, inspired sleuth, 
while his assistant is a thick-skulled, 
though amiable blunderer. There's 


a beautiful femme spy, with a num-| 


nice clip, with humorous episodes 
neatly spaced with the more grim 
or gruesome. Phil Reisman, Jr., has 
streamlined the dialog for 1941 audi- 
ences. And the authenticity of the 


action is heightened by Frank Buck’s 


pointed, running narration. 


their collaboration 


ful scenes. 


corded, taken from 


Cyeeh 


Hurry, Charlie, Hurry 








Clyde Elliott, who directed ‘Bring 
"Em Back Alive’; Armand Denis, who 
was at the helm on ‘Wild Cargo,’ and 
Buck, who’s listed as director of 
‘Fang and Claw,’ still rate laurels for 
in the original 
pictures from which this was con- 
structed. Nathaniel Shilkret’s musi- 
cal background enhances the action- 


Whole picture has been re-re- 
the original 
clear-cut negatives, hence it’s as up- 


-to-date looking the saree ewe | beatae from a rival group, The Little 


Miniature Reviews 





‘Manpower’ (WB). OK Rob- 
inson-Dietrich-Raft in action 
drama with comedy trimmings. 
Good for regular runs as solo. 

‘Mail Train’ (20th). British- 
made spy thriller apparently 
patterned after ‘Night Train,’ 
but only a dualer for U. S. 
(RKO). 


‘Jungle Cavalcade’ 
Streamlined version of Frank 
Buck’s previous three jungle 
thrillers; excellent. 

‘Hurry, Charlie, Hurry’ 
(RKO). Inane farce comedy 


with Leon Errol; geared for 
mild returns on twinners. 

‘Hit the Road’ (U). Dead End 
Kids in the same old stuff. Low- 
grade B. 

‘Forced Landing’ (Par). Rich- 
ard Arlen in air*meller aimed 
for general audience appeal. 
Good programmer. 

‘Once a Croek’ (20th-British). 
Okay crime meller for the duals. 

‘The Son of Davy Crockett’. 


(Col). Actionless Bill Elliott 
western. 
‘Pimpernel Smith’ (Anglo), 


Leslie Howard starrer, British- 
made, looks like okay b.o. 








the nation’s capital with the vice- 
president, but neglects to say it is 
Washington, Okla. - 
When the worried father returns 
home he finds he is a town hero, 
And when three Indian pals from 
the Oklahoma reservation show up, 
the plot becomes more involved. 
Funniest part of the film is when 
trree different members of the cast, 
including Errol, make up to repre- 
sent the v.-p. and then learn that 
the real vice-president actually has 
shown up. It’s all extremely im- 
plausible and handled with a hokey 
touch even for broad farce. 

Paul Gerard Smith is_ credited 
with the screenplay. It is one of his 
lesser efforts. Script that may have 
looked good on paper but failed to 
jell. 

Errol works hard with little re- 
sult as the banker who wants his 
daughter happily married. Cecil 
Cunningham, the = socially-minded 
mother, has been seen to better ad- 
vantage. Mildred Coles, featured, 
has little to do as the daughter, but 
looks pretty. Kenneth Howell and 
George Watts head the support. 


Wear. 

Universal release of Ken Goldsmith pro- 
duction, Stars Gladys George, Barton 
MacLane, Dead End Kids, Little Tough 
Guys. Directed by Joe May. Screenplay 
by Robert Lee Johnson and Brenda Weis-- 
berg, from original story by Johnson; 
camera, Jerome Ash; editor, Bernard W. 
Burton. At Rialto, N. Y.. starting July 2, 
‘41. Running time: 61 MINS, 
Molly Ryan... .sscsoocscccss Gladys George 
James J. Ryan............ Barton MacLane 


MINS cin. 9 € 65 440s ane tae usesie hepes Billy Halop 
j Huntz Hall 
Dell 





BO 6 6 caged cnrtethesésoeas Bernard Punsley 
ag. PRET ERECT UPL Ce TT Te ee Bobs Watson 
PASIENCS RYAN. 6 ccc0s0c6see- Evelyn Ankers 
PEE ELI si. cA beeen es ceenne¥s Charles Lang 
DINGDRC. 2 coe cccccccccccccss Shemp Haward 
oo eS ere Walter Kingsford 
Cathy Crookshank.............. Eily Malyon 
ey Edward Pawley 
CHOOROS. > -evcosd pete ss occ John Harmon 





Answer to that frequently-put 
query, ‘What’s wrong with the pic- 
ture industry?’, might well be that 
the Dead End Kids are out of the 
reformatory again. They seem per- 
petually to have just been released 


from cells, and each time some 
hard-pressed studio ups and cele- 
brates the event by making a 


picture about them. Formula _ is 
always the same, and ‘Hit the Road’ 
is no exception. It’s a less-than- 
mild supporter for the duals. 

This time, as has been done be- 
fore, remnants of the Dead Enders 
have been parlayed with a couple 


Tough Gis. The ~.ec™bination, 
aside from 10-year-old Bobs Watson, 
provides as unpalatable a cast as a 


film can hae. Add to that the con- 
RKO release of Howard Benedict pro- fused and preposterous story and 
|duction. Stars Leon Errol; features Mil- | the lack of b.o. appeal becomes ob- 
dred Coles. Directed by Charles E. Rob- | vious. 
| erts. Screenplay by Paul Gerard Smith ~ 9 
from story by Luke Short; camera, Nicho- woe Johnson's and Brenda 
las Musuraca; editor, George Hively. Pre- eis ere s screen _Blay from John- 
viewed in Projection Room, N. Y., July 7,|S0n’s original again finds the kids 
| a. Reacting time, 65 ee . right out of reform school. A re- 
anie Es 60k chba as os UNE eae on Errol : ic ; 
| Beatrice Boone...............Mildred Coles one gangster - trying to 
pe paca laaalet cole Kenneth Howell | Straighten them out. As usual, they 
Mrs. Boone......eeeeee--Cecil Cunningham | can’t be straightened until the flash 
Horace Mortis... obsncesl George watts finale, when they reveal themselves 
agon rack.... »»..-Eddie Conrad in: 
Poison Arrow..... ...-Noble Johnson et having hearts of gold. Why they 
Michael Prescott.......... Douglas “Walton | 4lways land back in reform school 
Josephine Whitley. .ceeeceee.<. Renee Haal | before the next picture after they 
Mrs. MOY. 6 oso ++eee--Georgia Caine | prove such splendid citizen 
7 ye eovderes Lalo Encinas P P mes Os ee 


Trite little farce-comedy designed 
for minor dual setups where it won’t 
create much stir. Leon Errol, sole 
star of picture, is not in his element 
in the silly comic situations handed 
him. He’s called on to do outlandish 
things, and gets meager support 
from surrounding talent. 

Familiar thesis of the father who 
wants his daughter to wed for love 
rather than’ for social position veers 
off at a tangent after the irate moth- 
er of said girl thwarts one attempt 
of papa to engineer an elopement of 
daughter with a bakery store youth. 
| Father ducks a trip to a socialite 
mountain resort to go fishing. He 
pretends it’s important business at 





end of the previous one is one of 
those Hollywood mysteries. 

Barton MacLane. Gladys George 
and Evelyn Ankers head the sur- 
rounding company. Little Bobs 
Watson, however, is the only out- 
standing contributor to the film and 
deserves a better break. Herb. 


REVIEWED FROM LONDON 


‘The Stars Look Down,’ Brit- 
ish-made, to be released in the 
U. S. by Metro on July 18, was 
reviewed from London in 
Variety of Jan. 3, 1940. Strong 
American grosses were predicted 
for it. 











FORCED LANDING 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Paramount release of William H. Pine- 
William C. Thomas production; associate 
producer, John W. Rogers. Stars Rich- 
ard Arlen; features Eva Gabor, J, Carroll 
Naish, Nils Asther, Evelyn Brent. Directed 
by Gordon Wiles. Screenplay by Maxwell 
Shane, Edward Churchill; camera, John 
Alton; special effects, Fred Jackman, Jr.; 
editor, Robert Crandall. Previewed in stu- 





dio projection room, June 30, ‘41. Running 
time, 68 MIN 

<TR on nbc s 0nbeeses Richard Arlen 
Johanna Van Deuren..,......... Eva Gabor 
Andros Banshek....... e J. Carroll Naish 
Colonel Jan Golas...... eoccee- Nils Asther 
Doctor’s Housekeeper........ Evelyn Brent 
CEE s oa nt aceeeesecar Mikhail Rasumny 
Hendrick Van Deuren....... Victor Varconi 
General Valdane..........ese+: John Miljan 
BOMSP. occrcocesvovee erceee Frank Yaconelli 
Petchnikoff.........++ --.--Harold Goodwin 
a Sa eseeeeeesLhornton Edwards 
POOMEOs bcs ci ciessevves eessees- Bobby Dillon 
Major XanderS......ccosess John Gallaudet 
Doctor Vidalek.....isscccceee Harry Worth 





This is the second of three avia- 
tion mellers being turned out by the 
William Pine-William Thomas outfit 
for Paramount release. A moderate 
budgeter, ‘Forced Landing’ takes ad- 
vantage of current public interest in 
aviation and displays plenty of ac- 
tion and excitement in its unreeling. 
Picture is an above-par program- 
mer for general audience interest; 
needs support if spotted as a top 
dualer, but is a strong secondary at- 
traction. 

Story stresses its melodramatic 
content, and does not stand up too 
well under critical scrutiny. Epi- 
sodes achieve purpose of the tale in 
providing a fast-action air yarn for 
general audience consumption. Rich- 
ard Arlen is a former airline pilot 
who joins the army of an island re- 
public. A brush with Nils Asther, 
air corps head, over affections of 
Eva Gabor, gives him choice of fac- 
ing a firing squad or transfering to 
the civil air line. In latter service, 
Arlen is faced with problem of get- 
ting payroll through to a mine in 
the interior, although two previous 
pilots were lost due to political con- 
niving of Asther and latter’s cohorts. 
Forced ianding of plane with Arlen 
and Miss Gabor aboard puts them 
into hands of J. Carroll Naish, out- 
law leader. Pilot saves the out- 
law’s son with quick flight to a doc- 
tor; takes off to the mine with pay- 
roll gold; and has an air dogfight 
with Asther in which the latter 
crashes. The adventure tosses out 
the political racketeers and results 
in the eventual clinch. 

In order to sidestep any complaints 
from revenue-producing countries, 
producers have utilized pigeon-Latin 
for foreign dialog, and jumbled set- 
tings through injection of Chinese- 
lettered banners in backgrounds. 

Arlen provides a good perform- 
ance as the happy-go-lucky flyer 
whose quick thinking gets him out 
of ‘oon. Miss Gabor shows prom- 
ise in her first film appearance, while 
major support honors go to Naish 
as the tough rebel bent on tossing 
out the traitors to his people. Mik- 
hail Rasumny also catches attention 
as Arlen’s native mechanic. 

Gordon Wiles, former art director, 
pilots the picture at a fast pace, 
while editing displays several epi- 
sodes of neat selection of background 
plates for process photography. The 
air shots and battle at the finish are 
expertly staged. Walt. 


ONCE A CROOK 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


London, June 15. 


20th-Fox production and release. 
Gordon Harker, Sydney Howard. Directed 
by Herbert Mason. Screenplay by Roger 
Burford, from stage play by Evadne Price 
and Ken Attiwill; camera, Arthur Crab- 
tree. Reviewed at 20th Century private 
theatre, London. Running time: 78 MINS, 
Charlie Hopkins............. Gordon Harker 


Stars 


Hallelujah Harry..........Sydney Howard 
BUPCIG. oc ccboscecetec ees Kathleen Harrison 
0! Pree e errr reer Carla Lehmann 
"ERO TOWER. oc ccceseoscececssess Bernard Lee 
ED BOGOR, < oSoccesesccvcecse Cyril Cusack 
PND 5 cncaesie bc cesenséascedsonn Diana King 
Inspector. Marah. .cccccccccece: Joss Ambler 
ED ons 0 ey. 6 s2eevedes onaed Charles Lamb 
Prison Governor......... Raymond Huntley 
Ge Be eer ee Felix Avlimer 
CS ae ee eee John Salew 
WRORGSP, occ crcccccccscccsct sess ee Patch 
Ree eae Frank Pettingell 
ee eles and Ae —~-* be 


Admixture of crime and drollery 
screens as typical British meller, 
with rough spots keeping it out of 
the really engaging class, though a 
production polish and excellent play- 
ing lfft it above the usual quota 
type, guaranteeing good support in 
its homeland. It’s satisfactory dual 
fare for overseas. 

Gordon Harker is the onetime 
safe-cracker whose sidekick was 
sent up for a stretch, on their last 
job, for gunning a cop. ‘The Duke’ 
figures Harker was the. giveaway, 
and plans to fix him once out of the 
pen. He does it through the young 
son of the now reformed safe- 
cracker; the kid, all unbeknown, has 
the hereditary development of his pa 
and is cut in on the mugg’s game. 
Hypoed purposely by ‘the Duke's’ 
girl, the youngster lifts a diamond; 
there’s a mass of intrigue, with the 
girl ratting on her man so as to 
straighten things out. All this is 
carried in lightish vein. 

Dialog replaces action in the main, 
a scripting fault, and direction of 
Herbert Mason is generally sound. 
Harker handles the Cockney role in 
customary style; Sydney Howard 
turns in some good mugging as a 
tippling barkeep in the saloon run 
by Harker. Joss Ambler, as the un- 


derstanding Inspector March, makes 
the Scotland Yard dignitary solidly 








appealing. Picture is strong on the 
femme side, with youngster Diana 


King, as the kid’s sweetheart, con- 
tinuing to impress. Standout is 
Carla Lehmann playing the gang- 
ster’s moll. She's svelte, talented 
and yelling for smart handling, 
Right now she looms as one of Bri- 
tain’s*best picture bets. 


The Son of Davy Crockett 
Hollywood, July 4. 

Columbia release of Leon Barsha pro- 

duction. Stars Bill Elliott. Direction and 

original screenplay by Lambert Hillyer, 

Camera, Benjamin Cline; editor, Mel 

Thorsen; Asst. director, Milton Carter. Pree 


viewed in studio projection room, July 3, 






‘41. Running time, 59 MINS, 

Dave Crecett, ¢206000050600000e2 Bill Elliott 
Doris Mathew. ccccccccrseces Iris Meredith 
Cannonball........ Pree Te ee Dub Taylor 
King Canfield.... .»- Kenneth MacDonald 
Fease GOPGon...ciccopecssecs Richard Fiske 
Grandpa Mathews.............Eddy Waller 
Jack Ringe ........ ebe0eber eses Don Curtis 
PES Perr vor eeseess- Paul Scardon 
ee FET eee eooesecesess-EGmund Cobb 
3 Se eoccce eoks eee Steve Clark 
President Grant........... Harrison Greene 





Long on dialog and short on ac- 
tion of the riding and gunfire type, 
this one will serve as a minor league 
filler for the Saturday matinee trade 
with the juves. It’s a quickie gal- 
loper from a major studio—without 
the hoof-beats. 


Story, in order to give Bill Elliott 
proper age as the son ‘of Davy 
Crockett, delves back into the post- 
Civil War period, when U. S. Grant 
was president. Young Davy is dele- 
gated to handle the favorable voting 
of a strip north of Texas for in- 
clusion in the Union—even though 
the territory is ruled by Kenneth 
MacDonald and his outlaw gang. 
Davy wades into the problem, lays 
plans that make him appear for a 
time as against the harrassed ranch- 
ers, but he comes through at the 
finish to dispose of MacDonald and 
save the strip for the Union. 


Although there are a couple of 
gun-fights and fist-slingings, picture 
eliminates the fast riding and gen- 
eral furious action associated with 
westerns, and substitutes long pas- 
sages of dialog. Switch will not be 
acceptable to those looking for -ac- 
tion in the houses this one will have 
to depend on for bookings. Walt. 


PIMPERNEL SMITH 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, June 19. 





Anglo-American Film Corp. release of 
British National production. Stars Leslie 
Howard; features Mary Morris, Francis L, 
Sullivan, Hugh Macdermott. Directed by 
Leslie Howard, Screenplay by Anatole de 
Grunwald, based on original story by A. G. 
Macdonell, Wolfgang Wilhelm; scenario, 
Anatole de Grunwald, Roland Pertwee; 
music, John Greenwood; music direction, 
Muir Mathieson; camera, Mutz Greenbaum, 
Jack Hildyard. At Phoenix theatre, Lon- 
don. Running time: 120 MINS, 

Profenszor Smith. ....cccecoes Leslie Howard 
VON GUAUEB sc cccvescess Francis L, Sullivan 
Ludmilla....... ceceecUracesmere seerris 
David Maxwell..ceccsecess Hugh Macdermott 
BORIOWERL. «cv cccccdondeoces Peter Gawthorne 
PRRUGOME . cc coscceseccesees Raymond Huntley 





Leslie Howard’s triple-threat mel- 
ler skids but once from the well- 
oiled track of the timie-tried in pic- 
ture making. In unfolding yarn of 
a 20th Century gallant operating 
now in Naziland as rescuer of the 
oppressed, picture has a_ distinct 
propaganda coating. But the sermon 
can be cut—there’s plenty of roorm 
in the footage. 

Actor stars, produces and directs. 
He’s customarily suave as the vague 
Britisher with a courage streak a 
mile wide. He’s turned out a dressy 
job with a neat eye to mounting. 
For direction, seemingly anxious not 
iP be dubbed arty in his first job of 

uiding. Howard has recalled all 
the bits of technique that came his 
way while camera-acting. Neverthe- 
less, it’s topline entertainment. 

Wolfgang Wilhelm turned 
sound original, along with A. G. 
Macdonell, for A. de Grunwald’s 
screenplaying. Story of the dull uni- 
versity professor operating an arch- 
eological expedition, as a cover to 
his ‘Anti-Gestapo Activities,’ travels 
with few gaps. Acting is high every- 


in a 


+ snmniiy OE Pe ADRS Jeo sap Fe mes. Sasi 


livan’s as Von Graum, chief Gestapo. 
Avoirdupoised thesp makes a grand 
character study of the flabby, candy- 
eating Nazi, giving it just that es- 
sential touch of lightness and with- 
out which the role could’ve ruined 
pic’s good graces. 

Mary Morris, as romance for How- 
ard, has a tough assignment. There’s 
only a couple of other femme speak- 
ing parts—a couple of lines—so 
she’s left to carry the load. She 
does it soundly, but sans help from 
an unflattering camera. 

Harold Huth lent capable support 
as associate producer. Photography 
of Mutz Greenbaum is satisfactory. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, July 8. 


‘Passage to Bordeaux’ became 
‘Passage From Bordeaux’ at RKO. 

‘Burma Convoy’ is new tag on 
‘Halfway to Shanghai’ at Universal. 

‘Dangerous But Passable’* is re- 
lease handle on ‘Detour to Love’ at 
20th-Fox. 

Universal’s ‘Never Give a Sucker 
An Even Break’ goes out as ‘The 
Great Man. 

‘Here Comes Mr. Jordan’ release 
tag on ‘Mr. Jordan Comes to Town’ 
at Columbia. 

‘The Man From Montana’ at Mono- 
gram is now ‘Riding the Sunset 
Trail.’ 
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THE BOYS GOODBYE" 


with Oscar Levant + Virginia Dale - Barbara Allen - Raymond Walburn_ - 


Elizabeth Patterson * Jerome Cowan « Connie Boswell and ROCHESTER 


. Directed by VICTOR SCHERTZINGER = Screen Play by Harry Tugend and Dwight Taylor 
Based on a Play by Clare Boothe + A Paramount Picture 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 9, 1941 





TRADE SHOWINGS 


(Week of July 14-19) — 





(Alphabetically arranged according to Exchange City, and chronologically 
sequenced according to calendar date and hour of screenings. A ready 
reference for all exhibitors, embracing ALL the five major distributors 
under one table. This will be brought up to date each week, listing the 
schedule of releases for the ensutng 10 days from Variety’s date of publica- 
tion. Legend: T. for Theatre; P. R. for Projection Room.) 


ALBANY 


MON., JULY 14 (11 am.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Paramount T. 
TUES., JULY 15 (10 a.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Par. » A 
TUES., JULY 15 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), ae F 
WED., JULY 16 (11 am.), ‘Devil & Dan'l Webster’ (RKO), Par. T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (11 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Paramount T. 
FRL, JULY 18 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Paramount T. 


ATLANTA 


MON., JULY 14 (10 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 
MOX.. JULY 14 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady’ (M-G), San Marco T., Jacksonville, Fla. 
MO% JULY 14 (11:30 am.) ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), RKO PR. 
TUES., JULY 15 (11 a.m.), ‘Devii & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 
WED., JULY 16 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady’ (M-G), Rhodes Center. 

THURS., JULY 17 (11 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 

FRI, JULY 18 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), RKO P.R. : 
FRI., JULY 18 (2 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Belmont T., Nashville. 


BOSTON 


MON., JULY 14 (11 a.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Uptown T. 
MON., JULY 14 (11 am.), ‘Lady’ (M-G), Capitol T., Augusta, Me. 
TUES., JULY 15 (2 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Exeter Street T. 
FRL, JULY 18 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 


BUFFALO 


MON., JULY 14 (11 a.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Bailey T. 
MON., JULY 14 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Elmwood T. 
TUES., JULY 15 (11 a.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), Bailey T. 
WED., JULY 16 (11 am.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Bailey T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (11 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Bailey T. 

THURS., JULY 17 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Regent T., Syracuse. 
FRI, JULY 18 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Bailey T. 


CHARLOTTE 


MON., JULY 14 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Dilworth T. 

TUES., JULY 15 (10 a.m.),“Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Visulite T. 
TUES., JULY 15 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Lady’ (M-G), Five Points, Columbia. 
TUES., JULY 15 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Visulite T. 
WED., JULY 16 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), State T., Asheville. 
WED., JULY 16 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Lady’ (M-G), Wayne T., Goldsboro. 
WED., JULY 16 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), Visulite T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Visulite T. 

FRI., JULY 18 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Visulite T. 


CHICAGO 


MON., JULY 14 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Studio T. 
TUES., JULY 15 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Studio T. 

TUES., JULY 15 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Madison T., Peoria. 
TUES., JULY 15 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Lady’ (M-G), Orpheum T., Springfield. 
WED., JULY 16 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), Studio T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Studio T. 
FRL, JULY 18 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Studio T. 

SAT., JULY 19 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Studio T. 


CINCINNATI 


MON., JULY 14 (11 am.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Mayfair T. 
MON., JULY 14 (2 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Orpheum T. 

TUES., JULY 15 (2 p.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), Mayfair T. 
WED., JULY 16 (10 a.m.), ‘Lady’ (M-G), Capitol T., Charleston, W. Va. 
WED., JULY 16 (2 p.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Mayfair T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (2 p.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Mayfair T. 

FRI., JULY 18 (2 p.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Mayfair T. 


CLEVELAND 


MON., JULY 14 (11 a.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Lake T. 
TUES., JULY 15 (il a.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’] Webster’ (RKO), Lake T. 
TUES., JULY 15 (2 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Metropolitan T. ° 
WED., JULY 16 (11 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Lake T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (11 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Lake T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (2 p.m.), ‘Lady’ (M-G), Uptown T., Youngstown. 
THURS., JULY 17 (2 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Ohio T., Toledo. 
FRI, JULY 18 (11 am.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Lake T. 


DALLAS 


MON., JULY 14 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Texas T. 
MON., JULY 14 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Roswin T. 

TUES., JULY 15 (10:30 a.m), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), Texas T. 
WED., JULY 16 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Lady’ (M-G), Texas T., San Antonio. 
WED., JULY 16 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Texas T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Texas T, 








DENVER 


MON., JULY 14 (2 p.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Santa Fe T. 
TUES., JULY 15 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), Santa Fe T. 
TUES., JULY 15 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Santa Fe T. 

WED., JULY 16 (2 p.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Santa Fe T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (2 p.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Santa Fe T. 

FRL, JULY 18 (2 p.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Santa Fe T. 


DES MOINES 


MON., JULY 14 (11 a.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Forest T. 
MON., JULY 14 (2 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Forest T. 

TUES., JULY 15 (2 p.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Forest T. 
WED., JULY 16 (2 p.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), Forest T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (11 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Forest T. 

FRL, JULY 18 (2 p.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Forest T. 


DETROIT 


MON., JULY 14 (11 a.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Majestic T. 
MON., JULY 14 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Majestic T. 

TUES., JULY 15 (11 a.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’] Webster’ (RKO), Majestic T. 
TUES., JULY 15 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Lady’ (M-G), Michigan T., Saginaw. 
WED., JULY 16 (11 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Majestic T. 
WED., JULY 16 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Lady’ (M-G), Eastown T., Grand Rapids. 
THURS., JULY 17 (11 a.m_), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Majestic T. 

FRI, JULY 18 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Majestic T. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


MON., JULY 14 (11 a.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), St. Clair T. 
MON., JULY 14 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Talbott T. 


(Continued on page 18) 


Par Wrapping Two Biggies 
In Its Bundles of Fives 


Hollywood, July 8. 

First package of five pictures to 
be sold under the consent decree by 
Paramount includes two big-budget- 
ers, ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ and 
‘Nothing But the Truth.” Second 
block is led off with two more high- 
bracket productions, ‘Skylark’ and 
‘Birth of the Blues.’ 

Studio’s idea in wrapping up two 
high-priced films with each pack- 
age is to take care of the Paramount 
theatres, which are regulated to ab- 
sorb a pair of top features per 
month. Studio has built up a back-‘ 
log of ‘A’ and ‘B’ pictures to be 
ready for ogling by exhibitors under 
the consent decree, 


Col. Utilizing 
Philly Daily's 
Ads for Biz Hypo 


Conviction that the Philadelphia 
Bulletin’s ‘Movie Vacation’ promo- 
tional ads can provide an extremely 
valuable hypo at the b.o. has led Abe 
Montague, Columbia sales manager, 


to send copies to every exhib in the 
country.. Two letters urging exhibs 
to promote use. of the ads in their 
hometown papers have already been 
sent out, Montague said, and he will 
continue to mail out pieces every 
two weeks or so to prod the op- 
erators. 


Col. exec disclosed that he had 
received a terrific response from all 
over the country and produced a 
flock of letters from exhibs giving 
names of a long list of papers which 
are now using the copy. A circu- 
lation-advertising builder for the 
amusement page, idea is for exhibs 
to convince their local publishers 
that it would be to the paper’s 
benefit to use the ads. 

‘Had we such an idea as this a 
couple of years ago when the film 
industry cooperated in ‘The Great- 
est Year’ campaign,’ Montague said, 
‘we would have probably gotten 
much more out of the $1,000,000 we 
spent. This isn’t zgoing to lead to 
Utopia and certainly won’t outsell 
bad pictures, but it should be very 
helpful in promoting business for 
everyone.’ 


BENNY 20TH TOPPER IN 
FIRST BUNDLE OF FIVE 


Hollywood, July 8. 
20th-Fox leads off with Jack Benny 
in ‘Charley’s Aunt’ in the Consent 
Decree tournament. In the semi- 
windup are Gene Tierney and Ran- 

















dolph Scott in ‘Belle Starr.’ In the 
preliminiary. bouts are ‘Private 
Nurse, ‘Dressed to Kill’ and a 


‘Michael Shayne’ mystery yarn fea- 
turing Lloyd Nolan. 

Second of the bunch of fives is 
topped by two high-budget pictures. 
‘A Yank in the R.A.F.’ co-stars Ty- 


‘Wild Geese Calling’ calls for Henry 
Fonda and Joan Bennett, with three 
other films still to be selected. 





‘Kane’ RKO’s Bellwether 


Hollywood, July 8. 

‘Citizen Kane’ is the ace-in-the- 
hole of RKO’s first package under 
the Consent Decree, effective July 
14. ‘Kane’ takes the place of ‘Be- 
fore the Fact,’ originally slated as 
the leader of the first RKO bundle 
of five. Alfred Hitchcock’s produc- 
tion is due for further editing be- 
fore it hits the screen. 

Four other pictures to be shown 
to the trade, July 14-18, are ‘Para- 
chute Battalion, ‘The Devil and 
Daniel Webster, ‘Father Takes a 
Wife’ and ‘Lady Scarface.’ 





Meono’s Baddie From Bodie 
Hollywood, July 8. 
Second of the buckaroo series co- 
starring Buck Jones and Tim Mc- 
Coy for Monogram release is ‘Bad 
Man From Bodie,’ based on a shoot- 
ing story by Jess Bowers. Series is- 
being produced by Scott R. Dunlap. 
Raymond Hatton plays the top 
character role, as he did in the 





opener, ‘Arizona Bound.’ 


FILM BOOKING CHART 





(Por information of theatre and fitm exchange bookers Vaniety presents 
a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 
panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 
Vanitry and the running time of prints are included.) 

COPYRIGHT, 1946, BY VARIETY. INC. ALL RIGHTS SESERVED 

Key to Type Abbreviations: M—Meloarama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 
Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical. 
Figures herewith indicate date of Vantety’s review and running time. 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/23/41 





Naval Academy (Col) 5/28 D 6 F. Bartholomew-J. Lydon 
Leve Crazy (M-G) 5/14 Cc 9 W. Powell-M. Loy 
Redhead (Mone) Cc G& J.Lang-J. Dewns 

Pirates on Horseback (Par) 5/21 w @ WwW. Boyd-B. Hayden 
Scattergood Pulls the Strings (RKO) 5/14 C 6 G. Kibbee-D. Trout 
Angels With Broken Wings (Rep) 6/4 D 72 G. Roland-B. Barnes 
Saddiemates (Rep) w 3 Mesquiteers 

Great Commandment ) D J M. Mescovich 

Too Many Blondes (U) 5/21 Cc @& R, Vallee-H. Parrish 

The Nurse’s Secret (WB) 6/11 D 586 L. Patrick-R. Toomey 





WEPK OF RELEASE—5/30/4! 





Adventure in W (Col) D & V.«. Bruce-H. Marshall 
Billy the Kid (M-G) 5/28 w S &R. Taylor-B. Donlevy 
Silver Stallion (Mono) 6/18 Ww 60 D. Sharpe-J. Waldo 

I Wanted Wings (Par) 3/26 D 131 XR. Milland-V. Lake 
Sunny (RKO) 5/21 MU % A. Neagie-R. Bolger 
Blood and Sand (20th) 5/21 D 123 L. Darnelli-T. Power 
Abbott-Costello in the Navy (U) 6/4 C 8 Abbott-Costello 
Million Dollar Baby (WB) 5/28 CD 102 P.Lane-J. Lynn 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/6/41 








Mata Hari (M-G D G. Garbo-R. Novarre 
Wrangler’s ey (Meno) 6/25 Ww =357 RK. Corrigan-J. King 

Saint’s Vacation (RKO) 6/18 M 61 S.Gray-H. Sinclair 

For Beauty’s Sake (20th) 6/25 CD 66 M. Weaver-N. Sparks 

Men of the Timberlands (U) M R. Arien-A. Devine 

Devil Dogs of the Air (WB) 2/12/35 D 9 J. Cagney-P. O’Brien 
Shining Victory (WB) 5/28 D 7% J. Stephenson-G. Fitzgerald 


$e 





WEEK OF RELEASE--6/13/41 

















The Get-Away (M-G) 6/11 D 88 R. Sterling-D. Adams 
Richest Man in Town (Col) 6/12 cD 170 F. Craven-J. Todd 
Gang’s All Here (Mono) 6/25 Cc 63 =F. Darro-M. Moreland 
One Night in Lisbon Par) 5/14 D 96 M. Carroll-F. MacMurray 
Cyclone on Horseback (RKO) 6/18 WwW =58 T. Holt-R. Whitley 

Bride Wore Crutches (20th) 7/24/40 CD 3S UL. Roberts-T. North 
Tight Shoes (U) 6/11 C 62 =J.Howard-B. Barnes 
Broadway Limited (UA) 6/18 D 7 V.McLagien-M. Woodworth 
Out of the Fog (WB) 6/11 D 85 J. Garfield-I. Lupino 

- WEEK OF RELEASE—6/20/41 

Time Out for Rhythm (Col) 5/28 MU 74 _ R. Vallee-R. Lane 

Hands Across the Rockies (Col) w Bill Ellict-M. Daily 

The Big Store (M-G)_ 6/11 C &4 Marx Bros.-T. Martin 
West Point Widow (Par) 6/11 CD 63 A. Shirley-R. Carlson 
Reluctant Dragon (RKO) 6/li11 73 Disney Cartoon 

Nevada City (Rep) w R. Rogers-G. Hayes 

Man Hunt (20th) 6/11 D i100 J. Bennett-W. Pidgeon 
San Antonie Rose (U) 6/25 MU 62 R.Paige-J. Frazee 
Passage from Hongkong (WB) D K. Douglas-L. Fairbanks 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/27/41 





Sweetheart of the Campus (Col) 6/25 MU G6 R. Keeler-O. Nelson 
Medico of Painted Springs (Col) 6/25 W 59 C. Starrett-T. Walker 
Wanderers of the West (Mono) w T. Keene-B. Miles 
They Met in Bombay (M-G) 6/25 D 92 C.Gable-R. Russell 
The Parson of Panamint (Par) 6/25 Ww 84 &E. Drew-C. Ruggles 
Jungle Cavaleade (RKO) 7/9 M 7 F. Buck 
A Very Young Lady (20th) 4/30/41 CD 8@ J. Withers-N. Kelly 
Poison Pen (Rep) 7/2 D 66 =F. Robson-R. Newton 
Puddin’ Head (Rep) 7/2 Cc 80 J. Canova-F. Lederer 
Kansas Cyclone (Rep) Ww D. Barry-L. Merrick 
Hit the Road (U) 7/9 D 62 G. George-B. MacLane 
D 3 


Underground (WB) 6/25 


J. Lynn-K. Verne 


WEEK OF RELEASE—7/4/41 


ry 


I Was a Prisoner on Devil's Island (Col) D 170 Dz. Woods-S. Eilers 
Barnacle Bill (M-G) 7/2 CD 99 W.Beery-V. Weidler 

| Murder by Invitation (Mono) D W. Ford-M. Marsh 

| Caught in the Draft (Par) 5/28 C 82 B.Hope-D. Lamour 
Tom, Dick and Harry (RKO) Cc G. Rogers-G. Murphy 
Moon Over Miami (20th) 6/18 MU 9$2 D.Ameche-B. Grable 
Bachelor Daddy (U) 7/2 Cc 6 Baby Sandy-E. E. Horton 
Kisses for Breakfast (WB) Cc D. Morgan-J. Wyatt 


—— | 


WEEK OF RELEASE—7/11/41 








62 


Two in a Taxi (Col) D A. Louise-R. Hayden 

Navy Blue and Gold (M-G) (reissue) D 95 R. Young-J. Stewart 

Father Steps Out (Mono) D F. Albertson-L. Grey 
Forced Landing (Par) 7/9 M 63 R. Arien-E. Gabor 

They Meet Again (RKO) D J. Hersholt-D. Lovett 
Gangs of Sonora (Rep) w 3 Mesquiteers 

Mountain Moonlight (Rep) cD Weaver Bros. Elviry 
Accent on Love (20th) D 61 G. Montgomery-O. Massen 
Hello, Sucker (U) 7/2 C 0 H. Herbert-T. Brown 
Bride Came C.O0.D. (WB) 7/2 CD SS OB. Davis-J. Cagney 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/18/41 
Ra AW Ey te gether new ec + mle lh. Name 4 tmnt, 
Biondie in Society (Col) 





: 1/2 C 77 #F. Singletoa-A. Lake 

Son of Davy Crockett (Col) 7/9 Ww 59 B.Elliott-I. Meredith 
Stars Look Down (M-G) 1/3/40 D 104 M. Redgrave-M. Lockwood 
Arizona Bound (Mono) w B. Jones-T: McCoy — 
Shepherd of the Hills (Par) 6/18 D 98 J. Wayne-B. Field 
Hurricane Smith (Rep) D R. Middleton-J. Wyatt 
Sunset in Wyoming (Rep) w G. Autry-S. Burnette 
Dance Hall (20th) D 72 C.Romero-C. Landis 
Raiders of the Desert (U) w R. Arlen-A. Devine 
Bullets for O’Hara (WB) D d. Perry-R. Pryor 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/25/41 


The Officer and the Lady (Col) 
Ringside Maisie (M-G) 

The Deadly Game (Mono) 
Hurry, Charlie, Hurry (RKO) 





R. Hudson-R. Pryor 

A. Sothern-G. Murphy 
d. Lang-C. Farrell 

L. Erroll-K. Howell 

R. Armstrong-L. Hayes 
F. Tone-C. Bruce 

J. Wyman-D. Morgan 


7/9 
Ten Nights in a Bar Room (Rep) 
This Woman Is Mine (U) 

Bad Men of Missouri (WB) 


weaves 





WEEK OF RELEASE—8/1/41 


Iaithn, Yd) Wade “en. 





Thunder Over the Prairie (Col) 


w C, Starrett-E. O’Hearn 
Life Begins for Andy Hardy (M-G) Cc M. Rooney 


-A. Rutherford 


Bowery Blitzkrieg (Mono) D W. Hull-L. Gorcey 
Fugitive Valley (Mono) w R. Corrigan-M. Terhune 
Kiss the Boys Goodbye (Par) cD M. Ma -D. Ameche 
My Life With Caroline (RKO) Cc R. Colman-A. Lee 

Rags to Riches (Rep) M A. Baxter-M. Carlisle 
Cracked Nuts (U) Cc M. Auer-U. Merkel 
Three Sons o’ Guns (WB) cD W. Morris-T. Brown 





WEEK OF RELEASE—8/8/41 





Mary Names the Day (M-G) ~ D 
Dynamite Canyon (Mono) 
Wide Open Town (Par) 
Six Gun Gold (RKO) 
Hold That Ghost (U) 
Manpower (WB). ,7/9 


L. Ayres-L. Barrymore 
T. Keene-E. Finley 
W. Boyd-R. Hayden 
T. Holt-L. White 
Abbott-Costello 
103 _ E. Robinson-M. Dietrieh, , 
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TUES., JULY 15 (11 a.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), St. Clair T. 
TUES., JULY 15 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Lady’ (M-G), Crescent T., Louisville. 
WED., JULY 16 (11 am.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), St. Clair T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (11 am.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), St. Clair T. 

FRI, JULY 18 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), St. Clair T. 


KANSAS CITY 


MON., JULY 14 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Vogue » A 
MON., JULY 14 (1 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Vogue T. 

TUES., JULY 15 (1 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Uptown T., Wichita. 
TUES., JULY 15 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Vogue » 2 
WED., JULY 16 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), Vogue ¥. 
THURS., JULY 17 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Vogue T. 

FRI, JULY 18 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Vogue T. 


LOS ANGELES 


MON., JULY 14 (10 a.m.), ‘Lady’ (M-G), Strand T., Phoenix, Ariz. 
MON., JULY 14 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Victoria T. 

MON., JULY 14 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Victoria T. 
TUES., JULY 15 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’] Webster’ (RKO), Victoria T. 
WED., JULY 16 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Victoria T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Victoria T. 

FRI., JULY 18 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Victoria T. 


MEMPHIS 


MON., JULY 14 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Palavxe T. 
MON., JULY 14 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Ritz T. 
TUES., JULY 15 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), Ritz T. 
TUES., JULY 15 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady’ (M-G), Prospect T., Little Rock. 
WED., JULY 16 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Ritz T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Ritz T. 

FRI., JULY 18 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Ritz T. 


MILWAUKEE 


MON., JULY 14 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Tower T. 
TUES., JULY 15 (10:30.a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Varsity T. 

TUES., JULY 15 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), Tower T. 
WED., JULY 16 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Tower T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Tower T. 

FRL., JULY 18 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Tower T. ! 


MINNEAPOLIS 


MON., JULY 14 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Parackute’ (RKO), St. Louis Park T. 
TUES., JULY 15 (1 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Pillar T., Valley City. 
TUES., JULY 15 (1 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), West T., Duluth. 
TUES., JULY 15 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Park T. 

WED., JULY 16 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l’ (RKO), St. Louis Park T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Father Takes’ (RKO), St. Louis Park T. 
FRI., JULY 18 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), St. Louis Park T. 

SAT., JULY 19 (10 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), St. Louis Park T. 


NEW HAVEN 


MON., JULY 14 (11 a.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Whalley T. 
TUES., JULY 15 (11 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Whalley T. 
WED., JULY 16 (11 a.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’] Webster’ (RKO), Whalley T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (11 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Whalley T. 

FRI., JULY 18 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Whalley T. 


NEW ORLEANS 


MON., JULY 14 (10 a.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Coliseum T. 
MON., JULY 14 (2 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Clabon T. 

TUES., JULY 15 (10 a.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), Coliseum T. 
WED., JULY 16 (10 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Coliseum T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (10 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Coliseum T. 

FRI., JULY 18 (10 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Coliseum T. 


NEW YORK CITY 


MON., JULY 14 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Broadway T. 
TUES., JULY 15 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), B’way T. 
WED., JULY 16 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Astor T. 

THURS., JULY 17 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), B’way T. 
FRI., JULY 18 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Broadway T. 

SAT., JULY 19 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Broadway T. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


MON., JULY 14 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Uptown T. 

TUES., JULY 15 (10 a.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Uptown T. 
TUES., JULY 15 (11:15 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Uptown T. 
WED., JULY 16 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Majestic T., Tulsa. 
WED., JULY 16 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), Uptown T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Uptown T. 

FRI, JULY 18 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Uptown T. 


OMAHA 


MON., JULY 14 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Dundee T. 

MON., JULY 14 (2 p.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Avenue T. 
TUES., JULY 15 ¢2 p.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Dundee T. 
WED., JULY 16 (2 p.m), ‘Devil & Dan’] Webster’ (RKO), Dundee T. 

ey SSSb rie Fs ete. GEL ROR Tem sree ees 
FRI., JULY 18 (2 p.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Dundee T. 


PHILADELPHIA 


MON., JULY 14 (11 a.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO). Aldine T. 
MON., JULY 14 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G). Aldine T. 

TUES., JULY 15 (11 a.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO). Aldine T. 
WED., JULY 16 (11 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Aldine T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (11 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO). Aldine T. 

FRI., JULY 18 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Aldine T. 


PITTSBURGH 


MON., JULY 14 (11 a.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO). Rialto T. 

MON., JULY 14 (2 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Rialto T. 

TUES., JULY 15 (11 a.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), Rialto T. 
WED., JULY 16 (11 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Rialto T. 
WED., JULY 16 (11 am.), ‘Lady’ (M-G ), Morgan T., Morgantown. 
WED., JULY 16 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Academy T., Meadville. 
WED., JULY 16 (2 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Rivoli T., Altoona. 
THURS., JULY 17 (11 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Rialto T. 

FRI, JULY 18 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Rialto T. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


MON., JULY 14 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Esquire T. 
TUES., JULY 15 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Esquire T. 
WED., JULY 16 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), Esquire T. 
WED., JULY 16 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Esquire T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Lady’ (M-G), State T.. Spokane. 
THURS., JULY 17 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Esquire T. 

FRL, JULY 18 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Esquire T. 


ST. LOUIS 


MON., JULY 14 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO). S’Renco P.R. 
MON., JULY 14 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Norside T. 


TUES., JULY 15 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Lady 


TUES., JULY 15 (2 p.m.), ‘Devil & 


WED., JULY 16 (1 p.m.), ‘Lady Be 


TUES., JULY 15 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), S’Renco P.R. 
WED., JULY 16 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), S’Renco P.R. 
THURS., JULY 17 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), S’Renco P.R. 

FRL, JULY 18 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), S’Renco P.R. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


MON., JULY 14 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Alhambra T. 
TUES., JULY 15 (11 a.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), Alhambra T. 
TUES., JULY 15 (2 p.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Alhambra T. 

WED., JULY 16 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Alhambra T. 
THURS., JULY 17 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Alhambra T. 

FRI., JULY 18 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Alhambra T. 


SEATTLE 


MON., JULY 14 (11 a.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Jewel Box. 
TUES., JULY 15 (11 a.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), Jewel Box. 


Be Good’ (M-G), Greenlake T. 


WED., JULY 16 (11 aym.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ ((RKO), Jewel Box. 
THURS., JULY 17 (11 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Jewel Box Prev. T. 
FRI., JULY 18 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Jewel Box Prev. T. 


SIOUX FALLS, S. D. 


MON., JULY 14 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Parachute’ (RKO), Amer. P.R., W. 10th. 
TUES., JULY 15 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), State T. 


Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), American P.R. 


WED., JULY 16 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), American P.R. 
THURS., JULY 17 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), America: P.R. 
FRI, JULY 18 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), American P.R. 


WASHINGTON 


WED., JULY 16 (10 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Park T., Roanoke. 
WED., JULY 16 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Devil & Dan’l Webster’ (RKO), Circle T. 


Good’ (M-G), Circle T. 


THURS., JULY 17 (10:15 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Rialto T., Balt. 
THURS., JULY 17 (1i a.m.), ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), Circle T. 

FRI., JULY 18 (11 a.m.), ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), Capitol T., Richmond. 
FRI, JULY 18 (11 a.m.), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), Circle T. 

FRI., JULY 18 (12:15 p.m.), ‘Father Takes a Wife’ (RKO), Circle T. 
SAT., JULY 19 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), Circle T. 

















this form of sucker-bait falls, gave 
an indication of things to come when 
he declared: ‘Many people feel that 
the bingo parlors are quite an at- 
traction for visitors.” And Atlantic 
City has never been known not to 
give its guests what they want. 
Astounding to the casual stopper- 


in at the game which kids used to 
play with beans at grandma’s knee 
is the adaptation its proprietors have 
made of major circuit Monte Carlo 
technique. The old gals with fist- 
fulls of commuting hubby’s hard- 
earned c6in, who come rushing down 
first thing in the morning to bite on 
a free-card, early-bird gag, do so not 
in trolleys or buses or jitneys. No 
sir! Nor do they go home that way 
after they have sat up until 2 a.m. 
| getting rid of the last dime. Nothing 
bat the best for them—they travel 
in cabs. And the parlor foots the 
bill. Owners of the games are re- 
ported even to offer excursion train 
| tickets down from Philly (60 miles 
away) to regular customers. 


Some Service! 


And the gals don’t go out to eat, 
either. Or to buy ciggies. Or cokes. 
Everything’s on the house. Femme 
| who can’t bear to miss a game while 
|she runs out for a sandwich just 
| calls the nearest attendant, gives him 
|her order for anything at all and, 
| presto, in a couple minutes it’s in 
| front of her. Same with soft drinks, 
|}and as often as you like. And cig- 
areites are scattered in profusion on 
the tables. 

Nick starts at three cards for 10c, 
| with gradations including cards at 
|10c each or three for 25c and others 
at three for 50c. More expensive 
cards, of course, get higher winning 
| prices. Payoffs range from $5 to 
$2. ~enerally, although they some- 
tin «go higher. How much ®aéh 
type card may win is announced be- 
| fore every game. Determination is 
|arbitrary, depending on how well 
|} the joint is holding the crowd and 
how many are playing. 








There are all sorts of gimmicks 
to tempt the mob—bait that a dead 
| mackerel would shy from. 
| hold players who decide mebbe, they 
| ought to have a look at the ocean, 
|after all, is an announcement that 
| ‘after four more games there will 
be a $25 game.’ Another is a ‘Jumbo 
Card,’ which pays an extra $5 if you 
win on it and which you get free if 
you buy six regular cards. 


Some ak. dames get so groggy 
they can’t stagger into a cab when 
they get up after playing as many 
as 15 cards at once. It takes a 
combo electric eye-lightning calcu- 
lator to follow that many numbers, 
although there are plenty of at- 
tendants on hand to lend assistance 
at waching the calls. 


Another stunt is the ‘Jackpot.’ It’s 
a door prize awarded every morn- 
ing to holder of the lucky number 
for the previous day. The winner, 
of course, has to be on hand when 
the number is pulled or it’s no soap. 

Shutdown of the joints last week 
was on the city’s refusal to renew 





A.C. Monte Carl 


Continued from page 2 
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the mercantile licenses, which ex- 
pired June 30. Town got about $20,- 
000 in taxes out of the places, charge 
being $3,000 minimum, for 75 chairs, 
and $75 per chair over that. Big- 
gest of the nests paid more than $5,- 
000 a year. 
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| Twain Biog 
| Continued from page l= 


with Lasky as co-producer with Hal 
B. Wallis, and Howard Hawks di- 
recting. 

For more than five years Lasky 
has been assembling from various 
sources the exclusive rights to the 
Mark Twain saga. He says he has 
had confidence in the material equal 
to his enthusiasm for the Sgt. York 
biog. Final clinche® that he was on 
the right ‘hunch,’ Lasky declares, is 
the results of a national survey by 
the Audience Research Institute 








plated Mark Twain film. 

Included in the answers to the 
survey was the suggested title for 
the new film, ‘The Adventures of 
Mark Twain,’ a paraphrase, of course, 
on the author’s own “Tom Sawyer.’ 
| Publication, dramatic and _ film 
rights to the Twain life and works 
have been jealously guarded by the 
estate’s executives. In the course of 
the long negotiations the estate has 
been represented by Charles T. Lark, 
New York lawyer. The literary and 
biographical material included in the 
sale comprises Mark Twain’s Auto- 
biography, the Alfred Bigelow Paine 
biography, in four volumes; Mark 
Twain's Note-books and Letters, ed- 
ited by Paine; two motion’ picture 
films produced by the Edison Co. in 
1906-7, containing shots of Twain, 
and a new book to be published in 
the fall by Harpers-ent:tled,. ‘Mark 
Twain in Eruption.’ 

Separately from the estate Lasky 
has purchased the dramatic and 





One to | 





| film rights to a play, ‘Mark Twain,’ 

by Harold Sherman, which was in 
| Preparation for stage production by 
, the late Harry Moses. 

Lasky says he will discuss prelim- 
inaries for his new production with 
Jack L. Warner immediately on his 
arrival at the coast. 

‘The period of American life from 
1850 through to 1910 is the glori- 
ous era,’ says Lasky. ‘It is too early 
to give any details of what we have 
in mind that is distinct from other 
film biographies, but the Mark 
Twain story offers unlimited oppor- 
tunities to translate to the screen 
1 significance of today’s popular 
plMfase, ‘The American way of life.’ 
Such correspondence as I have had 
in the course of the negotiations with 
men and women in all walks of life 
indicates a keen interest in the sub- 
ject. 

‘Films must look always for sub- 
jects which within themselves pos- 
sess wide general appeal. It is a 
fact, sustained from figures of Amer- 
ican public libraries, that Mark 
Twain continues year after year to 
lead all other writers of fiction in 
reading popularity.’ 





(Gallup), which showed overwheim- | 
ing public interest in the contem- | 


_ 
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films on hand, Balaban pointed out, 
exhibs feel a pressure to use up 
pictures, which they do by double- 
billing and shortening playing time. 

Longer playing time, in fact, plus 
greater exhib showmanship and ex- 
ploitation will provide the means for 
narrowing the gap between need of 
producers for higher rentals, as a 
result of foreign market losses, and 
more coin expended on pictures and 
the. demands of exhibs for lower 
terms because of poor business, Bal- 
aban maintained. 

With pressure on him from both 
sides of the fence at once—as a pro- 
ducer on one hand and a theatre 
operator on the other—Par boss as- 
serted it might be consent decree 
buying that provides the answer. 

Rentals 

‘We anticipate higher rentals,’ he 
said, ‘because the exhibitor will have 
an incentive to hold a picture five 
or six or seven days instead of two 
or three days as now. He has chosen 
that picture after seeing it and his 
reputation—with his employers or 
associates and friends in the busi- 
ness, as well as with his own con- 
science—will depend on the success 
it has at his house. He'll therefore 
try to hold it as long as possible and 
put some exploitation effort behind 
it to make it worth holding. One of 
the effects of the decree is to take 
all the burden off the shoulders of 
the distributors and put some on the 
exhibitor. 

Added cost of operation under the 
decree, Balaban said, hasn't been de- 
termined yet and probably will 
never be accurately known because 
of the number of angles involved. 
For example, he pointed out the in- 
creased prices being paid for story 
properties because of increased de- 
mand, every studio trying to make 
the best possible pictures. 

No set number of films will be 
made by Par for 1941-42, chieftain 
disclosed, because it hasn't been de- 
termined how many will be needed. 
Blocks-of-five won't be released on 
regular schedule, he said, but as it is 
found they are required to keep 
theatres operating. If it is possible 
to get extra-long playing time out 
of one group, the next one will be 
held until the earlier one has been 
played. 

‘We will no longer merely toss a 
picture into release to get our money 
back as quickly as possible,’ he said, 
‘but see that it is released to get 
maximum returns. We will have to 
do that because of the increased cost 
of the pictures.’ 


‘Boodles for Bobos’ 


—_——— Continued from page 32a 


vain, radio stations which have 
urged the public to contribute to so- 
licitors for worthy charities, all are 
beefing to the authorities that the 
chiselers are scurrying about cutting 
in on the worthy causes. 

The Michigan Association of Po- 
lice Chiefs at its annual convention 
in Traverse City decided to form 
special squads to take care of the 
growing perversion of flag-waving 
campaigns which is paring down the 
bankrolls of the citizens for thou- 
sands of bucks daily. The chief fear 
is not alone on the racketeers feath- 
ering their nests, but that the patrio- 
tic citizenry is going to get burned 
up on being defrauded and cease 
kicking in for the worthy collection 
campaigns, 

There has -been plenty of switch 
lon the names of such things as the 
| United Service Organization, which 
| was widely supported by the thea- 
|tres and radio stations. The self- 
| helpers rushed out on the heels of 
broadcast and screen announcements 
that collectors would visit homes to 
represent themselves as from the 
‘United Servicemen’s Organization’ 
which they also called the USO. 

Many campaigns which were 
launched in good faith also have 
fallen in bad hands, the police chiefs 
were advised, and authorities were 
asked to watch for a wave of further 
fake drives which will spring up 
during the natfonal emergency. A 
large number of fakeroos have been 
going around in soldier's uniforms 
with forged credentials from theatre 
men’s and radio defense drives on 
their personal ‘Boodles for Bobos’ 
campaigns. 

Both theatres and radio stations 
here are contemplating a curtailment 
in their patriotic activities under the 
feeling that nobody but the flim- 
flammers are benefiting from a por- 
tion of their efforts. They probably 
will confine themselves to nothing 
but direct collections, either at the 
theatres or through mail sent direct- 
ly to the stations, rather than bally- 
hoo for the fake collectors. 
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NW Allied Frankly Questions 
Equity of Consent Arbitrations 
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Minneapolis, July 8. 
Northwest Allied leaders charge 
that arbitration under the consent 
decree is almost valueless as far as 


bringing relief from unfair trade 
practices for independent exhibitors 
is concerned. They say the entire 
setup must be changed if it is to ac- 
complish its supposed purpose and 
be of any aid to the indies. 

The reason that independent ex- 
hibitors aren’t instituting more ac- 
tions for arbitration isn’t because 
they’re satisfied and haven't com- 
plaints, but because they lack faith 
and confidence in arbitration and 
realize that ‘a fast one was pulled’ 
and ‘something put over’ that wasn’t 
meant to benefit them, according to 
these Northwest Allied leaders. 

In view of the decision of the ap- 
peal board in the cases already tried, 
the independent exhibitors realize 
‘they haven’t a Chinaman’s chance to 
get anywhere,’ so, consequently, 
they’re just ignoring arbitration, it’s 
declared. 

Clearance, Mostly 


Most independent exhibitors’ griev- 
ances concern the matter of clear- 
ance in relation to the affiliated cir- 
cuits, such as the Minnesota Amus. 
Co. (Paramount), for example, North- 
west points out But it’s now estab- 
lished by an appeal board decision 
that arbitration is powerless to rec- 
tify or even act upon any alleged in- 
justices in this connection, the or- 
ganization points out. 

‘For example, the Minnesota Amus. 
Co. house at Virginia, Minn., has re- 
duced its admission from 40c to 25c,’ 
Northwest Allied points out.. ‘The 
independent exhibitor at Eveleth, 
Minn., three miles away, also charges 
25c and now wants to play day-and- 
date with the Virginia theatre, but 
the distributors insist on giving the 
affiliated circuit house the advantage 
and refuse to change the clearance. 

‘Under the appeal board decision, 
there’s no use for the Eveleth ex- 
hibitor to resort to arbitration and 
he just has to take his bitter medi- 
cine. It has Been established that 
the arbitration board would have no 
jurisdiction in this matter of runs 
because the complainant never at 
any time had an earlier or simulta- 
neous run with reference to the Vir- 
ginia theatre.’ 


Carmen, Detroit, Gets 
Green Light to Reopen 


Detroit, July 8. 

Originally shuttered for four 
years, the Carmen here finally has 
been given the green light. Circuit 
Judge James: E. Chenot, following a 
ruling of the Michigan supreme 
court, dissolved an injunction against 
Philip Gorelick, E. Marshall and the 
Greater Detroit Theatres permitting 
the large Dearborn house, completed 
nearly a year ago, to finally go into 
operation. 

The dismissal was granted after 
proof was submitted, in accordance 
with the supreme court’s rulings, 
that the firm had disassociated itself 
from any connection with Joseph 
Miskinis, who as one of the original 
backers of the theatre had brought 
down the ban. The present opera- 
tors even hac to cancel the lease by 
Mrs. Mary Miskinis of property to 
be used as a parking lot. 

Trouble all stemmed from a ver- 
bal agreement between Miskinis and 
Joseph Stoia in which the former 
was to build no houses in the vi- 
cinity of the latter’s theatres for five 
years. Stvia had gone to court first 
contending that Miskinis was one of 
the builders of the new house and 
later was upheld on his contention 
that another setup was to disguise 
his former partner’s interest. The 
courts held with the verbal agree- 
ment but cleared the way to the 
house’s opening after it was demon- 
strated Miskinis was out. 


: Kramer Case 


Reversing its stay of execution 
order of three weeks ago, the Fed- 
eral Circuit Court of Appeals has 
cancelled the bond of the firm of 
Cohn & Shevlin, present occupants 
of the Kramer theatre, here. The 
action is in line with that of the dis- 
trict federal court which had sus- 
tained Herman Kramer in his rights 
to recover the house and which had 
awarded him damages. 

The newest decision permits Her- 
man and Lucille Kramer to petition 
for the appointment of a receiver 
until they obtain possession. 








Loew’s St. Louis Stickup 





St. Louis, July 8. 

An anonymous telephone tip that 
Loew’s was to be held up last week 
received by Chester Vickery, treas- 
urer, enabled cops to foil the plot 
and jug three localities, all of whom 
are facing felony charges for toting 
concealed weapons. When Vickery 
received the call, cops were planted 
in the theatre. 

Paul E. Wallace, 23, a former 
usher, was nailed with a loaded gun. 
He admitted the holdup plot, but 
said it was cancelled because he got 
cold feet when he was recognized by 
another usher. On his statement 
gendarmes rushed to a point in the 
west end and nabbed Wallace’s ac- 
complices as they were alighting 
from an auto in which another load- 
ed revolver was seized. 





Fort Wayne Rialto Cracked 

Fort Wayne, Ind., July 8. 
Three youths who cracked the safe 
of the Rialto at 4 am. July 4 and 
stole between $300 and $400 in cash 
were surprised by a caretaker in the 
lobby as they were breaking open 
a candy-machine, but escaped with 
their loot. Police said the youths 
had apparently entered through a 
large ventilation pipe leading into 
the operator’s booth on the second 
floor, 


CANADA EASES 
ITS TAXES 
SLIGHTLY 


American distributors will receive 
some relief from additional tax bur- 
dens in Canada as result of the re- 
duction in income taxes there, ac- 
cording to word received in N. Y. 
The Minister of Finance has an- 
nounced the change to the Canadian 
house, which is the equivalent of 
placing the new tax change in effect. 
Understanding with major company 


officials is that the new income tax 
is about 10%, being based on 15% 
of 66%% instead of the straight 15% 
originally set up. Canadian officials 
felt that the full tax as first estab- 
lished was too severe. 

U. S. distributors pay this tax be- 
fore they are able to get their reve- 
nue coin from the Canadian market. 
Because American distribs already 
lose 10% when they ship their rental 
money into this country from Can- 
ada because of coin exchange differ- 
ential, this is viewed as virtually a 
20% levy on distributors for doing 
business in Canada. 

These taxes do not in any way 
disturb the provincial tax in effect 
in nearly all provinces, nor the Ca- 
nadian federal taxation on admis- 
sions. These two are carried by the 
exhibitor, but distributors regard 
the heavy taxation as hurting them 
indirectly because too heavy tax at 
the boxoffice naturally curbs theatre 
attendance and results in diminished 
revenue return for the distrib. 


MILLS-BERKSON’S PRC 














Producers Releasing Corp. franch- 
ise for Albany and Buffalo terri- 
tories awarded to Bernard H. Mills 
and Jack Berkson. At the same time, 
O. Henry Briggs, PRC prez, an- 
nounced to the board members at the 
New York meeting that the company 
will show a profit for its first year 
of operation, the period ending June 
30. 

PRC promised $8 pix for 1940-41 
and will deliver every one, Briggs 
said, the first time that any new 
company in the field has fulfilled its 
complete schedule. Sig Neufeld, 
supervisor of production of westerns, 
presented the 1941-42 program, with 
24 features and 18 hoss oprys prom- 
ised. Budget increases will amount 
to about 20%, he said. 





Foiled on a Phoned Tip 


The Kids’ Big Break 


Hollywood, July 8. 

There are 100 kids on the East 
Side of New York who don’t 
know that their harmonica play- 
ing may lead them into a Holly- 
wood picture studio. 

Warners is planning to use 
the mouth organ virtuosos in 
‘Rhythm Girls.’ 








Majors Reverse Plan, 
Will Not Sell Canada 
Under Consent Decree 


Instead of selling Canada in pack- 
ages of five, or as they will be made 
up for the domestic market up to 
that maximum, which was under 
consideration among the” five dis- 
tributor signers of the consent de- 
cree, at least four have now decided 
against that policy and the fifth, 
Metro, will probably follow suit. 


Until a week ago the consenting 
distribs were giving thought to the 
merchandising of film above the 
border the same as it will be sold in 
the states so that different selling 
systems would not be in operation. 
Warner Bros., taking the lead, is 
understood to have been ready to 
officially announce that policy when 
it changed its mind. RKO, 20th-Fox 
and Paramount have since also de- 
cided against applying decree selling 
to Canada. While no official de- 
cision has been reached, it is be- 
lieved Metro will also fall in line. 
As a consequence, all of the Big 
Five will offer their full line to 
Canadian accounts, listing pictures 
and their number so far as they are 
able in line with production plans 
though latter are much more flexible 
now and there is not the same neces- 
sity for sitting down to plot out a 
given program for a whole season. 

It’s understood there was no pres- 
sure from the other side of the line 
following reports distribs might offer 
only five pictures at a time, possibly 
also not screening them in advance 
since this would not be mandatory. 
Among other things, it is now 
pointed out that the problem of sell- 
ing Canada separately probably will 
not be so difficult because there are 
only a little over 1,200 accounts in 
the entire Dominion, while so-called 
possibilities for each of the distribs 
are less. 

Paramount has already held a dis- 
trict sales meeting in Toronto and 
others are expected to follow suit. 

















UA SALES BUNCH IN L.A. 
FROM S.F.; FISH RESIGNS 


Hollywood, July 8. 

Group of United Artists execs, 
headed by Arthur W. Kelly, operat- 
ing head, planed in from Frisco fol- 
lowing the division sales meet, over 
the weekend. Kelly hauls east 
Wednesday (9) with Haskell Mas- 
ters, western sales manager. 

Latter’s aide, Seymour Poe, sticks 
around for two weeks to clean up 


the Fox-West Coast buy here and in 
the ’Frisco area. 

Monroe Greenthal, advertising- 
publicity head, remains the rest of 
this week here conferring with UA 
producers on campaigns for immi- 
nent releases, 








Ben Fish Resigns 
San Francisco, July 8. 
Ben Fish has resigned as western 
district manager for UA. Fish, who 
has been with the company about 
12 years, announced his decision to 
Arthur Kelly, here just prior to 


FRANCHISE; 4? NEXT YR. opening Wednesday (3) of two-day 


western sales convention. Fish said 
his plans were ‘indefinite’ He is a 
brother of Samuel Goldwyn, until 
recently a UA owner-producer. 

Kelly said parting was amicable 
and that a successor would be an- 
nounced later. 





McNatt’s Addition 


Maud, Texas, July 8. 
Construction under way for new 
house, the Rio, here by W. W. Mc- 
Natt, seating 400. McNatt is owner 
of Inez, Nables, Texas, and others in 
this area. Although population is 


only 700, heavy trade is expected 
from the Government shell-loading 
plant two miles from here. 

The Patio, new drive-in opened in 
La Feria, Texas, by R. I. Condron 
last week. Condron also owner of 
Alto there. 
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Despite Anti-Decree Law, Par, RKO 
And WB Resume ‘Hl Selling in Minn. 
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F-WC’s New Pacts With 
Boothmen, Stagehands 


Los Angeles, July 8. 
New two-year and three-year con- 
tracts, respectively, have been nego- 


tiated by Fox-West Coast Theatres 
with Projectionists local 150 and 
Stagehands local 33, International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage em- 
ployees. New pacts were worked out 
after months of negotiations. 

Boothmen get a pay tilt of ap- 
proximately 5c. per hour under the 
new deal, while stagehands will 
draw $3.25 per week more during 
first year of the three-year deal and 
an additional $3.25 for the second and 
third years. 

Stumbling block in the negotia- 
tions with the projectionists was de- 
mand of the boothmen that they be 
given a two weeks’ vacation with 
pay, but this was finally ruled out 
by Charles P. Skouras, F-WC prexy, 
who handled the negotiations for his 
company. 











ARMY CINEMAS 
PLAY PIX 
ON %, 


Fort Sam Houston, Tex., July 8. 

According to W. E. Crist of Dallas, 
district manager of the U. S. Army 
Motion Picture Service, all houses 
are playing the pictures on a per- 
centage basis. Prior to the call to 
national defense all army theatres 
played the films on a flat rental 
basis. 

Bookings for 43 houses, 22 in 
Texas, three in Oklahoma and 18 out 
of Los Angeles, are made through 
the Dallas office. Most motion pic- 
tures are supplied by exchanges 
nearest the camps. 

A total of 967 programs 
month are booked at the present 
time. With many new houses being 
built the number of bookings is ex- 
pected to reach 1,200. 

New camp theatres under con- 
struction include two houses at 
Camp Sheppard, Wichita Falls, Tex., 
each to seat 1,038. One at Midland, 
Tex., to seat 602. Camp Barkley will 
scon have another house now under 
construction seating 2,075. A new 
364-seater is being built at Har- 
lingen. One 1,038-seat house is com- 
pleted here and another is under 
construction. 


Heavy Prod. Snags 
Studio Labor Calls 


Hollywood, July 8. 

Because of heavy production 
schedule, many film unions are find- 
ing it difficult to fill studio calls. 
Most of the unions are refusing to 
open their ranks to new members, 
with some of them working double 
shifts, and others calling in men 
from the outside for temporary em- 
ployment on work permits. 

Electricians, plasterers, laborers, 
carpenters, etc., are working double 
shifts, and demanding time and a 
half for the second shift. Herbert 
Sorrell, business representative of 
Moving Picture Painters Local 644, 
twice this week has had to call paint- 
ers from outside unions. About 30 
men were called one day and 25 an- 
other. 

Fred Pelton, producer labor con- 
tact, said work in the studios is 
‘terrific.’ The situation is expected 
to become more acute as new De- 
fense Program projects get started 
this month. While the pay on these 
projects is slightly less than in the 
film industry, the work is more 
steady, with the results that annual 
earnings are higher. 





per 











Sadler’s New One 
Weatherford, Texas, July 8. 
Willard Sadler constructing new 
house here, ready about July 20, 
seating 450. Sadler owns and oper- 
ates the Palace and Princess here 
also. City has one other house, the 





Ritz, which was opened several 
months ago here by C. H. Jones. 





Minneapolis, July 8. 
With at least one of the companies 
defying the new state law which 


outlaws the consent decree’s groups- 
of-five sales’ plan by requiring deals 
for the entire product, three of the 
major distributors here that come 
under the decree finally have re- 
sumed selling in Minnesota, after 
having laid off for 10 weeks follow- 
ing the measure’s enactment. 

The companies are Warner Bros., 
Paramount and RKO, and they’re 
selling 1940-41 product to accounts 
that previously hadn’t bought and 
are in need of film. RKO has made 
the same sort of deals as before the 
new law went on the statute books, 
and the trade believes that it’s invit- 
ing prosecution in order to pave the 
way for an attack on the law’s con- 
stitutionality. 

Metro and 20th-Fox still are refus- 
ing to sell, and it’s understood in 
local trade circles that they’ll start 
an equity action in the state courts 
here this week to test the law’s con- 
stitutionality. In connection with the 
suit, they’ll seek a temporary injunc- 
tion restraining enforcement of the 
law until its validity is finally de- 
termined, thus permitting them to 
sell under the consent decree. Un- 
less it can sell under the decree, 
M-G is not likely to do any selling 
whatever in Minnesota, according to 
the general belief here. Under a 
franchise with the Minnesota Amus. 
Co., most important account by 
far, however, it still could service 
this large Paramount chain. 





Test Suit Ready This Week 

Hitches on technical details, which 
in no way alter the basic. grounds on 
which the law will be contested, has 
delayed actual filing of the major 
company action contesting the Min- 
nesota anti-consent decree law. It 
had been hoped by attorneys of the 
five Consent Decree distributors that 
the final draft would be ready early 
this week. Because several angles 
have to be ironed out, it likely will 
not be until the end of this week 
before the suit contesting the law 
on the grounds that it is unconstitu- 
tional will be ready for filing in 
Minneapolis. 

Paramount, Warner Bros., 20th- 
Fox, RKO and Metro will seek a 
temporary restraining order, it is 
understood, so that they may operate 
under the Consent Decree in Minne- 
sota the same as other states. United 
Artists may join in filing at a later 
date. 





Par Agrees to Supply Pix 
Troy, N. Y., July 8. 

A stipulation providing for the 
performance by Paramount of a con- 
tract for Par product to Smalley 
Theatres, Inc., operating the Smalley 
at Fort Plain, brought about a settle- 
ment and discontinuance of a ac- 
tion returnable before Supreme Jus- 
tice Pierce H. Russell. 

Smalley had asked a show-cause 
order for injunction compelling Par- 
amount to carry out terms of the 
contract. Plaintiff alleged Par did 
not license the latter’s features ac- 
cording to the contract and that the 
producer-distributor was giving 
Schine’s Little Falls theatre prefer- 
ence, 


PACENT SETTLES ITS 
A.T.&T. SUIT FOR 1506 


Suit of Pacent Electric Co., through 
Stanley K. Oldden, its assignee, 
against American Telephone & Tele- 
graph, Western Electric and Elec- 
trical Research Products, Inc., was 
settled yesterday (Tuesday) for 
$150,000. Action had been brought 
originally in N. Y. federal court, but 
was transferred to the supreme 
court. 

Suit had asked damages of $6,000,- 
000, claiming that Pacent was put 
out of business by monopolistic acts 
on the part of the defendants from 
1929-33, in preventing it from selling 
sound reproducing equipment to the- 
atres. Justice Benjamin Schreiber 
in N. Y. supreme court approved the 
settlement. 











Haltom City’s 1,000-Seater 
Fort Worth, July 8. 
Haltom City, a community seven 
miles east of here, is to get its first 
nabe theatre, which will seat 1,000. 
G. W. Haltom, Fort Worth jewelry 
merchant, builder of the theatre is 





yet to lease it. 
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3rd week at Radio City Music Hall in the summer 
for M-G-M’s Technicolor hit““BLOSSOMS IN 
THE DUST” (Greer Garson, Walter Pidgeon). 


2nd week, Capitol, N. Y. and hold-overs every- 
where for “THEY MET IN BOMBAY” 
(Clark Gable, Rosalind Russell in Clarence Brown's 


production). 





Everybody’s talking about M-G-M’s policy: 
“HOLDING BACK? NO! HOLDING OVER? YES!” 


These first two hold-over hits are just a sample 
of what The Friendly Company will serve you 
with all summer long! 
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U.S. Labor Conciliator Steps In 
To Hasten Disney-Cartoon Peace 





Holywood, July 8. 

The U.S. Government intervened 
in the Walt Disney strike by dis- 
patching Stanley White, Labor Dept 
counciliator here, to affect a settle- 
ment. He talked over the situation 
with leaders in the Screen Cartoonist 
Guild strike and will arrange a par- 
ley this week with principals of both 
factions in an attempt to washup the 
month-old tieup of the Disney car- 
toon plant. 

Understood Washington is with- 
holding approval on Disney’s plan to 
personally supervise six to nine pic- 
tures in South America until receipt 
of White’s report on the factors hold- 
ing up the settlement. 

It’s also reported the International 
may take over all IATSE studio 
locals on pretense of cleaning out 
Commies and curb any CIO muscle- 
in attempt on the industry. 


Fighting It Out in Type 


Battle between the Screen Car- 
toonists Guild and the Walt Disney 
studio developed into a typographi- 
cal argument in two ads printed in 
DaiLty Variety, each side explaining 
its position. First by Disney said in 
part: ; 

‘I believe that you have been 
misled and misinformed about 
the real issues underlying the 
strike at the studio. I am posi- 
tively convinced that Commu- 
nistic agitation, leadership and 
activities have brought about 
this strike, and has persuaded 
you to reject this fair and equi- 
table settlement. I address you 
in this manner because I have 
nv other means of reaching you.’ 

Striking employees answered Dis- 
ney in this wise: 

‘Dear Walt: 

-*Willie Bioff is not our leader. 

‘Present your terms to OUR 
elected leaders, so that they may 
be submitted to us and there 
should be no. difficulty in 
quickly settling our differences.’ 

Disney Pictures Picketed 

Meanwhile IATSE pickets, deny- 
ing allegiance to Willie Bioff, are 
carrying banners on Hollywood 
Bivd., parading in front of the-Pan- 
tages theatre, while others are do- 
ing the same thing downtown at the 
RKO-Hillstreet where the Disney 
cartoon, ‘The Reluctant Dragon,’ is 
having its first public showings. 
Other pickets are marching at the 
Carthay Circle where ‘Fantasia’ is 
screening. 

While the picketing was going on, 
leaders of the Congress of Indus- 
trial Organization offered to throw 
moral and financial support behind 
the Screen Cartoonists Guild, but 
Herbert Sorrell, strike business man- 
ager and representative of studio 
painters, is reported to have refused 





the offer. Sorrell said the SCG is a 
local of the American Federation of 
Labor and it would not be proper to 
accept support from the CIO at this 
time. 

From other sources it was learned 
that CIO contacts had been made 
with certain locals in the IATSE 
with the idea of affiliating in a body 
if the AFL weakened in its support 
and Bioff continued to muscle into 
the picture. 

Possibility is that the Federal gov- 
ernment, which is eyeing the situa- 
tion closely, may take a hand in 
speeding a settlement. 


DIXIE DROUGHT 








Spartanburg, S. C., July 8. 

Prexy L. V. Sutton of Carolina 
Power & Light Co. reports ample 
power supply now for vast Caro- 
linas territory served by system. Re- 
cently, officials of company urged 
curtailment, Rains eased situation, 
Sutton said. Few theatres were af- 
fected, but many exhibitors became 
alarmed when extended dry season 
threatened to curtail schedules. 

Similarly the drought crisis in 
Georgia has been eased by heavy 
rains, giving more power for Dixie 
cooling plants. 


REQUEST EXHIBS HOLD 
OFF ALUMINUM DRIVE 


Exhibitors this week were asked 
to cease ‘Aluminum Admission’ per- 
formances until after the National 
Aluminum Collection Drive starts 


July 21. Robert W. Horton, director 
of the information office for the 
Emergency Management, directed 
this request to the industry’s com- 
mittee cooperating on national de- 
fense. 

No specific reason was given for 
the request other than that active 
participation by exhibitors in the 
July 21 campaign would be a big 
factor in collecting aluminum scrap. 
Horton said exhibitors would be 
given places of responsibility on the 
aluminum collection committees, and 
that exhibs are requested to consult 
officials named on the drive before 











starting such collections. 
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2ND WEEK 
EDW. G. ROBINSON 
MARLENE DIETRICH 
GEORGE RAFT 


in a New Warner Bros’ Hit 


“MAN POWER” 
rpERoon CAB CALLOWAY 


STRAND B'’way &47 St. 





NOW PLAYING 


GARY COOPER 


“SERGEANT YORK’ 


A NEW WARNER BROS. HIT 
ASTOR 2°20" 
and 45TH ST. 


AIR-CONDITIONED 





CRISIS EASES 










Paderewski 


Continued from page 1 


Hollywood stars are in the same 
brackets. But Paderewski, as a solo 
concert artist had no such large cor- 
porate auspices. 

Although he appeared on the con- 
cert stage professionally when a mere 
child, Paderewski achieved real 
recognition comparatively late. It 
was on the continent, in 1890, that 
both critics and audiences first be- 
gan raving about him. He gave a 
series of three concerts in London 
in 1890, with the gross jumping from 
90 pounds on the first to about 900 
pounds on the third. When he toured 
the US. for the first time in 1891, he 
played 90 dates, an unheard-of num- 
ber for a first visit. 

His Last Tour 


Paderewski gave up his concert 
career in 1915 to serve Poland, later 
becoming premier and representing 
his country at Versailles. He re- 
turned in 1922, played five seasons 
and, with occasional years off, con- 
tinued until his last tour of the US. 
in the spring of 1939, when he finally 
collapsed in Madison Square Garden, 
N.Y., after making about $70,000 on 
20 concerts, an almost unbelievable 
record for a man of his age. 





Besides his artistic brilliance, 
Paderewski had remarkable per- 
sonal qualities. In addition, his 


unique appearance and some of his 
personal characteristics made him 
one of the most interesting figures 
in the concert field, in which idio- 
syncracies are frequently a fetish. 
Yet Paderewski was never consid- 
ered either by tke public or his 
friends as in the slightest degree a 
poseur. He was generally regarded 
as one of the most generous artists 
ever known in the matter of giving 
encores. 

As an instance of the latter, he 
played a matinee recital several 
years ago at the Academy of Music, 
Philadelphia. Regular prograrn was 
concluded about 4:30 in the after- 
noon, but Paderewski kept on play- 
ing encores, finally not even retiring 
to the wings between selections, but 
merely bowing from the _ bench. 
With nearly three-quarters of the 
audience still present, the concert at 
last came to an end about 6:45 p.m., 
as stagehands wkeeled the piano into 
the wings so the stage could be set 
for that night’s Philadelphia Orches- 
tra concert. Paderewski appeared 
willing to continue, even then, but 
of course was unable to do so with- 
out a piano. 

Polish virtuoso was probably the 
subject of as many anecdotes and 
legends as any eoncert figure of the 
last century. 


INDUSTRY'S USO 
DRIVE STARTS 





Intensive drive for funds from the 
film industry for the United Service 
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Organization is being furthered this 
| week for completion of quota to be 
| reached by July 17. 

In a letter to Warner Bros. v.p. 
Joseph H. Hazen, industry chairman, 
tribute was paid by New York’s dis- 
trict attorney, Thomas E. Dewey, 
{national chairman, to the patriotic 
spirit which has marked all similar 
efforts among show people. Dewey 
writes: “The industry always has 
contributed generously of its talent, 
time and funds for worthy causes. 
Here is the opportunity again for it 
to demonstrate its fine 
spirit.’ 

Contributions may be sent direct 
to any committee member. List 
serving with Hazen include Austin 
C. Keough, W. C. Michel, Abe 
Schneider, Harry Buckley, Samuel 
Rinzler, George Skouras, Richard C. 
Patterson, Jr., Oscar A. Doob, Matty 


Fox, B. S. Moss, Harry Brandt and 
| Si Fabian. 


patriotic 





Chi Setup 
Chicago, July 8. 
Amusement Division of the local 
United Service Organization has 





Midnight 
Feature 
Nightly 


PARAMOUNT 








THREE TO FILL 
Hollywood, July 8. 
Anne Shirley and Ray Bolger team 
up in the co-starring spots in ‘Four 
Jacks and a Queen’ at RKO. 
Jack Hively directs the story, writ- 





ten and produced by John Twist. 


been formed, with Jack Kirsch, 
president of Allied Theatres of Illi- 
nois, chairman. Co-chairman are 
John Balaban (Balaban & Katz), 
Edwin Silverman (Essaness), and 
Clyde Eckhardt, manager here for 
20th Century-Fox. 

First special meeting of the com- 
mittee to formulate plans to raise 
funds and orientate its activities be- 
ing held today (Tuesday). 





2Nth-Fox May Back Broadway Legit 
Version First of Its ‘Above All Buy 





a 


1st Roach Streamliner 

With ‘Dragon’ for B’way 

Hal Roach’s new ‘streamliners’ may 
make their debut shortly when one 
opens as the supplementary film 
with Walt Disney’s ‘The Reluctant 
Dragon’ at the Broadway theatre, 
N. Y. Negotiations are now in prog- 
ress between Roach and Disney to 
play ‘Tanks a Million’ or ‘Niagara 
Falls’ with ‘Dragon.’ 

Disney combined cartoon and live 
action feature, top-billing Robert 
Benchley, runs only a little more 
than an hour. Roach product is 
slated for about 50 minutes, so the 
pair would just about fill out a two- 
hour bill. If it is definitely decided 
to put the two pix in the house fol- 
lowing ‘Fantasia,’ its current occu- 
pant, it would probably be on a con- 
tinuous run, standard-price basis. 

Roach is pushing production on the 
short features, with ‘Falls’ having 
been completed on Thursday (3) and 
‘Tanks’ set to wind up Friday (11). 
Meantime, ‘All-American Co-ed’ 
went before the cameras on Mon- 
day (7). ‘Fiesta,’ in Technicolor, 
hits the lenses Aug. 1. 


TOUGH ANTI-STENCHING 
STATUTE IN MISSOURI 


St. Louis, July 8. 

Missouri’s House of Representa- 
tives last week passed a bill that 
raises the penalty of convicted 
stench-bombers from a misdemeanor, 
punishable by a fine and a work- 
house sentence, to a felony, the min- 
imum punishment of which is two 
years in the big house. 

Three St. Louis County nabes, the 
Ozark, Osage and Kirkwood, have 
suffered stenchings during the past 
year while members of IATSE, Lo- 
cal No. 143, have picketed the 
houses because the operators re- 
fused to hire two union projection- 
ists, as is current in St. Louis flicker 
houses. The three St. Louis County 
theatres are using non-union opera- 
tors. The bill must hurdle the Sen- 
ate and get the o.k. of Gov. Forrest 
Donnell to become effective, but 
there is a strong likelihood that these 
will be accomplished. 

















‘This Above All,’ Eric Knight novel 
currently among the best-sellers, 
has been purchased for pictures by 
20th-Fox. Although Fox has the 
film rights, its deal is not settled yet 
as it is attempting to arrange for 


dramatic rights. Should they be 
acquired, company would back a 
Broadway version of the book be- 
fore lensing it. 

Price understood to have been 
agreed upon for the film privileges, 
although subject to changes because 
of the pending deal for dramatic 
rights, is between $30,000 and $35,000, 
Despite the fact that the novel has 
been among the best-sellers for a 
number of weeks, its many difficul- 
ties as a film subject had made stu- 
dios slow to bid on it. 

Aside from some sex angles, in 
some ways resembling those of 
Ernest Hemingway’s ‘For Whom the 
Bell Tolls,’ book is British propa- 
ganda in reverse. It’s about a soldier 
who has been through Dunkirk and 
becomes a pacifist after getting dis- 
illusioned about the English army 
and navy. It also has a tragic 
finale. 

Phenomenal sale (5,000 copies a 
day)’ currently being achieved on 
‘Berlin Diary,’ by William Shirer, 
former radio correspondent in the 
Reich, has film companies figuring 
angles on picturizing it. Although 
generally staying away from such 
autobiographical material, which 
completely lacks a story line, big 
sale plus the fact it is a Book-of-the- 
Month Club - selection (150,000 
copies) makes it compelling. 

Autobiog of Emile Gauvreau, for- 
mer editor of the N. Y. Graphic and 
Mirror, tabbed ‘My Last Million 
Readers,’ also attracting film inter- 
est. Hasn’t been published yet. 
Studios are fearful of it, however, 
from libel angle, as it mentions 
many names, most of them uncom- 
plimentarily. 





Other Buys ® 
Hollywood, July 8. 
Republic purchased ‘Bugle Call 
Blues,’ by M. Douglas Joseph. 
Newlin B. Wildes’ magazine yarn, 
‘Sure Money Talks, But,’ was bought 
by Republic. 
Joel Malone, radio scripter, sold 
‘Raiders of the El Dorado’ to Re- 
public. 





Inside Stuff —Pictures 





Twentieth Century-Fox, filing answer to plagiarism charges 


against 


it by Allan W. Wells in N. Y, federal court, declares that Wells knew of 
the ‘plagiarism’ three years ago, but ‘wilfully refrained from bringing 
action.’ 20th-Fox asks a dismissal. A formal denial of plagiarism charges 


is also made. 


Wells says he has a syndicated newspaper column called ‘Cavalcade of 


Hollywood’ and made a film with that title. 


20th-Fox is accused of plagiar- 


ising the title in its film ‘Hollywood Cavalcade,’ preventing plaintiff from 


releasing his picture. 
are asked. 


An injunction, accounting of profits and damages 





Evidence that the public still has something to say in the matter of star 
billings was reflected when the Michigan*theatre, Detroit, gave headline 
notice to Heimo Haitto, the young Finnish violinist in ‘Magic in Music.’ 
Interest had been whetted in the picture since its locale was the Inter- 
national Music Camp at Interlochen, Mich. Detroit also has a large Finnish 
colony which let the theatre management know that it wanted its boy to 


get the proper emphasis. 


His name was right up there, on top, in lights 


and advertising. Picture did all right. 





Press previews in daily newspapers, far in advance of the release of a 
picture, are nothing to bother about, according to a survey made by one of 
the major studios, which disclosed that only one paper in 15 in important 


cities carries film previews. 


Only a small fraction of the Hollywood corre- 


spondents’ copy, the survey showed, is devoted to critiques on forthcom- 


ing films. 


Another point is that a preview, months before the release 


date, offers no publicity value tc a film. 





Evelyn Hoch, of tke clerical staff of Paramount’s eastern story depart- 
ment, has authored an original story—her first—which the studio now kas 


under consideration after seeing a short synopsis. 


She collaborated on it 


with Blanche Somers, former secretary at Par, United Artists and other 


film companies. 
month-old infant in the cast. 


Yarn is labeled ‘Front Page Baby’ and requires seven- 





When Stuart Heisler was taken ill on the set of ‘The Remarkable 
Andrew’ at Paramount and had to be removed to his home, producer Dick 
Blumenthal pitched in and took over direction of the picture to avoid 


delay in production and mounting costs. 
that an associate producer doubled as a director 


grinding. 


Marked one of the few times 
to keep the cameras 
» 





Between pictures for several years, a femme star was given an oppor- 
tunity to come back in an important story property. Yarn was stream- 
lined to fit the star’s capabilities, but she demanded so many script changes 


that the producer had to call it off. 


Chief objection by the actress, who 


has never been a glamor girl, was that the roie called for a mature 


type of woman. 





Harold Lloyd has been huddling with George J. Schaefer and Joseph 
I. Breen over a proposition to return to the screen as an actor as well as a 


producer, 


RKO is understood to have a story made to order for Lloyd’s 


brand of comedy and is willing to furnish the financial backing as well as 





the yarn, 
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‘COMPROMISE’ SAYS WHEELER 
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IF ASKED, FLY 
MIGHT POSTPONE 


Washington, July 8. 
Search for the face-saving formula 
by which the monopoly row can be 
compromised with everybody yield- 
ing something has been launched but 
little progress has been made so far. 
With less than a month in which to 
reach an understanding, industry 
people still are banking on the hope 
the FCC will suspend application of 
the shalt-nots, providing more time 
for a meeting of minds. 
Modification of the hotly de- 
nounced commandments hinges upon 





a willingness of the industry to con- 


cede that some of its business prac- 
tices may be ill-advised. If the net- 
works can get together on some ‘vol- 
untary’ changes in established 
methods, there is a faint chance the 
Commish crack-down majority will 
call off some of its dogs. So far, 
though, no overtures have been made 
by the hardboiled regulators, who 
still seem convinced they have the 
legal power to force the chains to 
give up exclusive contracts, option 
time, and dual outlets. 

The outlook remains highly uncer- 

(Continued on page 52) 


SEEDS AGENCY 
INVADES N. Y. 
AREA 





Chicago, July 8. 

Russel M. Seeds agency has the 
men’s products division of the Men- 
nen company and is opening a New 
York office to service the account. 
President Freeman Keyes is send- 
ing H. J. Richardson east as account 
exec. 

Initial programs for Mennen will 
originate in Hollywood and will be 
handled through the Seeds office on 
the Coast. 

With Mennen in the bag it is likely 
that Seeds will utilize its new east- 
ern connections for a real drive for 
seaboard business ccnnections. 


Winchell Newcast May 
Move to Mutual Web; 
Columbia Won’t Take It 


The Mutual Network has_ sub- 
mitted to the Lennen & Mitchell 
agency a hookup and cast presenta- 
tion for the Walter Winchell pro- 
gram (Jergens). The bid provides 
for a 9 o'clock spot Sunday nights. 

NBC-Blue expects to lose the 
stanza this fall, while William S. 
Paley has declared CBS will not take 
Wincheli even though the L & M 
agency has approached that network 
for a spot. NBC had also been asked 











‘The Parker Family’ (Woodbury) 


will probably move along with Win- 
chell. 


EX-BABY ROSE MARIE 





BACK ON NBC SEPT. 15 





Rose Marie, formerly ‘Baby Rose 
Marie,’ is slated to return to NBC 
for Tastyeast about Sept. 15 along 
with a band whose identity has not 
been announced as yet. 

Singer is currently filling a four- 
week engagement at the Pleasure 
Beach Club near Baltimore. 


WMBI’s Added Time 


Chicago, July 8. 
Non-commercial station WMBI will 
broadcast on a full daytime schedule 
On final okays received from the 
Federal Radio Commission. 


Station is owned by the Moody 
Bible Institute. . 





An Optical Illusion 


Milwaukee, July 8. 

Breaking up its lengthy early 
morning record programs into 
installments, WTMJ is not only 
giving its listeners the impres- 
sion of more programs, but also 
providing through the breaks a 
better timetable or schedule for 
the guidance of workers and 
householders listening in. Thus 
the ‘Top o’ the Morning’ show 
from 6 a. m. to 8 a. m, weekdays 
is now ‘The Sunrise Special,’ ‘The 





Morning Serenade,’ ‘Wake Up 
and Live’ and ‘The Home 
Stretch.’ 


‘Masters of Rhythm’ Sunday 
morning show has been split 
into four acts called ‘Reveille 
Revue,’ ‘Paper Parade,’ ‘Mid- 
Morning Stretch’ and ‘Kitchen 
Kapers.’ 








RED-BLUE 
DISCOUNT OUT 


NBC drops its practice, as of Aug. 
1, of combining billings of the Red 
and Blue networks for discount pur- 
poses. Every current account using 
the joint webs which up to that date 
renews without lapse will receive 
protection for a year up to Aug. 2, 
1942. 

Niles Trammell, NBC prez, had 
indicated that this move was in 
prospect during his testimony re- 
cently before the Senate Interstate 
Commerce Committee on the subject 
of the White Resolution. 


Mutual Count Now 180 


Station WCHM, Charlottesviile, 
Va., joins the Mutual network Sept. 
1, bringing the number of affiliates 
to 180. 

Outlet operates on 1450 ke., with 
250 | watts power. 











FCC WANTS LOGS 
ON WAR TALKS 


Washington, July 8. 


The Federal Communications Com- 
mission has demanded of all broad- 
casters a report on their talks pro 
and con on the war situation. This 
is in response to charges made re- 
cently during the Senate’s interstate 
commerce committee hearings by the 
anti-administration, anti-British aid 
Wheeler of Montana, Tobey of New 
Hampshire and Clark of Idaho. 


Even the most dissatisfied America 
Firsters have publicly praised the 
webs, confining their squawks to 
affiliates who have turned down net- 
work talks by advocates of the non- 
intervention attitude. 


Though there have been demurrers 
that such a course might result in 
back-door censorship, the Commish 
is asking the names of speakers—in- 
cluding chain commentators and 
sponsored news analysts — whose 
views have been aired, along with 
the date and time of such broadcasts. 
The Commish is expected to com- 
pare the reports of the affiliates with 
the network data on sustaining fea- 
tures offered, to see whether there is 
basis for unfair treatment charges. 
Wheeler thinks the webs should be 
in a position to force their outlets to 
give both sides equal opportunities 
and identical coverage. 


Object of the unprecedented sur- 
vey, according to the regulators’ an- 
nouncement is to find out whether 
the industry has ‘presented well- 
rounded rather than one-sided dis- 
cussions regarding the role of this 
country with respect to the war 
abroad.’ Information must cover the 
five-month period from Jan. 1 to 
June 1, with deadline for reports 
July 21. 








Cal Kuhl takes over production on 
the Kraft Show this week replacing 
Bob Brewster who will join Tommy 
Riggs. 





Doubts It Very Much 


Washington, July 8. 

Bedeviled complaint depart- 
ment of the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission ‘is sorry to 
learn’ of the illness of a Cali- 
fornia woman who attributes 
her ailments ‘to, television and 
other radio signals which per- 
meate her home and person.’ 
Never has observed, however, 
that ‘either television or broad- 
cast signals received at a dis- 
tance from transmission have 
any physical effect on humans.’ 

‘Many tests have been made,’ 
Commish -pontificated, ‘and it 
has been found that these emis- 
sions are so weak and insignifi- 
cant that they are incapable of 
harming anyone. Since it would 
appear that the woman’s illness 
must be due to some other cause, 
it recommends that she consult 
a physician.’ 


EBBETS BOUTS 
ON BLUE WEB 


NBC-Blue has tied up the broad- 
cast rights of fights staged at Ebbets 
Field, Brooklyn, this season in be- 
half of Adams Hats. There will be 
six bouts in all. 

If any of the fights are considered 
only of local importance they will 
be aired over WHN, N. Y., exclusive- 
ly. Sam Taub and Bill Stern will 
man the mikes for these events. 

















Kraft Renews Show 


Chicago, July 8. 

Kraft Music Hall program will 
continue for still another year, ef- 
fective July 24, on renewal deal sig- 
natured last week here by the Kraft 
Cheese firm. 

Set through the J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency, program will encompass 
88 stations on the NBC-Red web 
Thursdays from 8 to 9 p.m. CDST. _ 


FREE SPEECH AND BORES 


Some members of Congress have for a long 





us are not fantastic: 


namely that anti-demo- 








| democracy. 
to furnish a period on the Red link. | s 





time privately resented the fact that radio sta- 
tions outside their constituencies so often re- 
fuse to carry their speeches when these are 
offered to them (the stations) by the networks. 
It now looks as if this issue of whether radio 
stations have a right to refuse Congressional 
talks simply as a matter of judgment or some- 


‘times on the grounds they are dull, unlisten- 


able, bad showmanship and probably a guar- 
anteed audience-chaser will come to a head. 
But in a roundabout manner. The Con- 
gressional peeve may express itself in the all- 
inclusive charge that broadcasters who con- 
sider most political talks boresome are making 
exceptions in favor of speakers favorable to 
Administration »olicies. 

The question of fairness or unfairness in 
radio talks policy is, of course, very vital to 
The whole issue-of who is getting 
what is going to be in need of intermittent in- 
vestigation as long as we have a radio system 





that is in the public interest. So there can be 
no quarrel with the FCC’s latest fact-finding. 
But, since the issue has been brought up, 
there are little-mentioned aspects of talks 


policy and free time dispensal that might per- 
haps be considered. 





First of all, the pressure for free radio time 
is terrific, the tact required of broadcasters 
something appalling to ordinary human nature. 
It needs to be said that politicians, pressure 
groups, cranks, bigots and hysterics are more 
and more resorting to attempted bulldozing of 
the broadcasters. Although they frequently 
raise the cry of ‘unfairness,’ they themselves 
are not always fair. Although they charge 
‘bias,’ they themselves are a concentrated dose 
of bias. 


a 
Secondly we need to take note of one pos- 
sibility which events in Europe should teach 


crats will, if permitted, use the privilege of 
free speech to destroy the possibility of free 
speech. The most typical trick of our present 
day professional pressure experts is their use 
of soft, intriguing, flattering captions to de- 
scribe themselves. As has been said before, 
there isn’t a pro-German in sight. 


The blunt fact about many members of Con- 
gress that they have nothing to say to 
people in general; their appeal is to their own 
local corner of the republic. To set up any 
kind of a system of implied penalties is to take 
away from broadcasters just so much of their 
ability to operate their stations in the public 
Interest and to pive the re; pre sentatrres- of; 
a backward right, the right to occupy radio| 
time in more advanced sections of the country 
when that time could be more 
dedicated io pub lic interest. 


is 


adv: antag 


There is ates the 


nice que stion of those unresourceful C ONngress-| pitalized at Asheville. 


and bureaucrats and propagandists who} 
| with bruises. 


men 


have onl 


y one speech, yet want to deliver it 
nation lly again and again and again. 





Any policy that would subtract from the 
broadcaster’s right—and responsibility—to be 
the editor of what goes on his station is not in 
keeping with the law, with common sense, 
with fixing responsibility or with democracy. 
And it would be a sorry perversion of democ- 
racy if in a fight between pro-British and anti- 

sritish factions at this time broadcasters be- 
come the chief victims. 








Finally this moot question—are individual 
Congressmen with radio axes to grind the best 
judges of radio’s public interest? Is not their 
public interest criticism of radio exclusively 
identified with personal interest? Are they 
concerned, or do they protest, in terms outside 
their partisanship? 





| near Ashe ville, 


reous ly 





BUT MUTUAL I 
WARY OF RIVAL 


Attempts by NBC and CBS to get 
the Mutual Network to agree to a 
set of compromises on the rules of 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission pertaining to network-affili- 
ated station relations are reported toe 
have failed to make any appreciable 
headway. The three webs have been 
conferring with a view of working 
out something that might be ac- 
cepted by the FCC. Reputed to be 
the spark plug for these huddles is 





Senator Burton K. Wheeler, chair- 
man of the Senate Interstate Com- 
merce Committee, which recently 


held hearings on the White Resolu- 
tion which seeks to stay enforce- 
ment of the rule pending Congres- 
sional action. 

In the two meetings held by of- 
ficials of the three networks, accord- 
ing to reports, Mutual has not seen 
eye to eye with any of the recom- 
mendations advanced jointly by 
NBC and Columbia. On the ques- 
tion of the elimination of exclusivity 
CBS, for instance, has urged that all 
webs agree that a network’s right to 
hold station optioned time for sale 

(Continued on page 52) 


COPY WRITER 
OVERLOOKED 
IN RADIO 


Santa Barbara, Cal., July 8. 

Too much *)in is wasted in the 
wrong places on commercial radio 
programs, Raymond R. Morgan, Hol- 
lywood agency exec, told members 
of Pacific Advertising Clubs Ass’n 
in convention here last week. Money 
is lavished on Lig names, big writers 
and big orchestras, but the most im- 
portant guy—the commercial copy 
writer—gets little of the gravy, he 
declared. 

Morgan, whose firm specializes in 
giveaways on most of its air shows, 
said this is the most eff»ctive means 
of merchandising. He believes that 
the commercial writer will come into 








| his own once advertisers come to the 


realization of his prime importance 
in moving merchandise. 


WMRC, Greenville; Act 
In Automobile Crash; 
Carol Rogers Badly Hurt 


Spartanburg, S. C., July 8. 
members of Purple Sage 
WMRC, Greenville, S. C, 








Five 
Cowboys, 


eens amt TRI oe ee ea ee. sie Ee PARE aE a 


car crashed 
Victims were 


their 
 <. 


seriously, when 


| Caro] Rogers, seriously hurt; Thomas 

Solesbee, James Carson, Thomas Mil- 

|ler and Broadus Beeks, all hose 
Roy Whit- 


lowe and Larry Huffman escaped 


Unit was returning from appear- 
ance on ‘National Barn Dance radio 
show at Nashville, Tenn. 


CLIFTON UTLEY’S TRIAL 
AS SKELLY ‘CASTER 


Chicago, July 8. 

Clifton Utley, head of Chicago 
Council of Foreign Relations, takes 
over this week as commentator due 
ties on Skelly Oil show over NBCe 
Red for three weeks. Donald Mce 
Gibney has finished trial of three 
weeks, and sponsors are to choos@ 
between the two for the permanent 
spot. 

Both Utley and McGibney are rep- 
resented by Biggie Levin office, 
Skelly account handled by Henri, 
Hurst and McDonald Agency. 
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Agency Holds Production Control, 
Will Pick Stooges, Routine 


Burns and Allen for Swan 





Young & Rubicam is still dicker- 
jng with CBS for a night time spot 
jn which to put the forthcoming 


Burns and Allen-Paul Whiteman 
show. It is reported that Lever 
Bros’ deal with the comedy team 


calls for a guarantee of $6,500 a 
week plus a premium for every 
point they get over a certain C.A.B. 
rating level. (Cantor has a C.A.B. 
adjustment arrangement with Bris- 
tol-Myers.) ; 

Y & R’s deal with B & A, it is 
said, gives the agency control over 
the selection of writers and stooges. 
The Swan Soap series will be so 
routined as to probably constitute a 
new comedy working formula for 
Burns and Alien, a fresh growth 
stemming from its past character- 
istics. 


Esse Glass Bank House 
U.S. Treasury Barnums’ 
“New Idea to Sell Bonds 


Washington, July 8. 

Making hay while the sun shines 
(temperature on Washington streets 
rose to 114 degrees one day last 
week), WRC and the NBC Red Net- 
work have been participating in the 
Defense Stamps and Bonds drive in 
downtown Washington. 


Dedication addresses by Vice 
President Wallace and Undersecre- 
tary of Treasury Bell were carried 
on July 1, when ‘Treasury House’— 
a structure made of glass blocks 
where uniformed hostesses sell the 
stamps—was opened, and hourly 
news broadcasts are aired daily by 
NBC. A 15-minute ‘Man in the 
Street’ program is broadcast each 
afternoon by WRC. 


Location is ideal for publicity re- 
sults, as the War Department has 
donated latest-model tanks, guns, 
etc., for the display and thousands 
of Washingtonians and sight-seers 
stop to gawk. 

Some snickers have been caused 
by the fact that the glass house— 
which, incidentally, resembles a 
small patriotically decorated filling 
station—-was donated to the Treas- 
ury Department by the Standard Oil 
of New Jersey and is ‘constructed 
entirely of Esso glass banks.’ Banks 
can be obtained by citizens for the 
purpose of saving coins which later 
are turned in for the defense 
stamps. 


RAY SHANNON, WLW, 











ALLEGES KFRC LIFT: 





Cincinnati, July 8. 

Ray Shannon, conductor of WLW’s 
Scramby Amby weekly show for 
Walter H. Johnson candy, is taking 
legal steps to halt ‘Pop the Ques- 
tion’ program on KFRC, San Fran- 
cisco, for the California Retail Gro- 
cers. Coast stint is handled by Mark 
Goodson, 


Lh). OLE a er ae Tp Py 
claiming that he holds copyright for 


the title and construction of the ‘Pop 
the Question’ show which he audi- 
tioned on WLW last February for a 
national account, with the deal still 
pending. 

Shannon read a review of KFRC’s 
*Pop the Question’ show in a recent 
issue of VARIETY, 


Montee, Ill, Must Rest; 
WRUL to Radio City? 


Hobart Montee, former Washing- 
ton newspaperman who has been 
with WRUL, Boston for some time, 
has gone to California under doctor’s 
orders following a heart attack re- 
cently in the office of Stanley Rich- 
ardson, the shortwave radio co- 
ordinator. Meantime the shortwaver 
has gotten its funds from the U.S. 
Government to finance an ambitious 
expansion of its Latin service. Walter 
Lemmon operates the station. 

It is understood NBC has made an 
exception to its rule against having 
broadcasters in the building and 
Lemmon may establish his New York 
offices and studio in Radio City. 











‘MARTHA WEBSTER’ OFF 


Transamerica’s ‘Man I 
Will Replace Serial 








Campbell’s soup folds the ‘Martha 
Webster’ serial with the July 18 
program and replaces it starting 
July 21 with ‘The Man I Married,’ 
which, until going off several 
months ago was sponsored by Proc- 
ter & Gamble. Transamerican pro- 
duces ‘Married.’ Ward Wheelock is 
the agency. 

Time will remain the same—11:15 
a.m. on CBS, with a repeat at 3 
p.m. Oliver Barbour will direct the 
replacement show, which will be 
scripted by Carl Bixby and Don 
Becker, as before. Ethel Owen, Bud 
Collier and Ray Johnson are set to 
do the same parts they previously 
kad, but Dorothy Lowell is uncer- 
tain because of a near-conflict. 


Diana Bourbon directs ‘Webster’ 
and Bess Flynn scripts. 


GEO. BURBACH 
100% TO KSD 


St. Louis, July 8. 

George M. Burbach, who doubled 
in brass as general manager of KSD 
and advertising manager of the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch, which owns the 
station, will henceforth devote his 
entire time to the station. The move 
is interpreted in local radio circles 
as a drive by the local NBC red for 
more local biz. 








Married’ | 


Yokels Can’t Crash Pix 








Burbach, who has been connected 
with the Post-Dispatch for 27 years, 
will continue as secretary of the 
Pulitzer Publishing Co., and remain 
on the board of directors. He had 
been succeeded as advertising man- 
ager by Stuart M. Chambers, 





'DAVID ROSENBLUM 
LEAVES N. Y. POST, 





David Rosenblum, g.m. and treas- 
urer of the New York Post has re- 
signed from the sheet. He’s going 
back to marketing and management 
counseling, which he was in until 
1934 as exec v.p. of Trade-Ways, Inc. 
He was v.p. and treasurer of NBC 
before joining the Post in February, 
1940. 

Harry Nason, m.e. of the Post, has 
also been reported as’ resigning. 





New York City.—Arthuir Perles as- 
signed to handle publicity for all 
CBS short-wave. Robin Kinkead, 
formerly of the magazine publicity 
division, succeeds him on the news- 
special events assignment. 


SMOOTHIES, JESTERS SET 


Dorothy Lamour First Guest on 
Holland Stove Program 








Chicago, July 8. 

Holland Stove Co. program, which 
opens on the NBC-Red July 17 with 
Benny Goodman as the regular band, 
will have the Smoothies and the 
King’s Jester for the first four weeks 
and the Andrews Sisters for the final 
four programs. Dorothy Lamour 
will be the initial guestee. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan agency of Chi- 
cago is in charge. 








Studios, So Hollywood 
Radio Gets Em in Droves 


Hollywood, July 8. 
Happy hunting grounds of the 
tourist have been shifted from the 
sprocket factories on the Coast to 
the radio plants. Balked at the 
cinema gates since the advent of 
sound, the out-of-towners, pouring 
in by the thousands, are plaguing 
the networks for free passage to the 


more popular programs. They come 
with letters from newspapers, local 
stations and civic big shots to back 
up their persistent demands for du- 
cats. To the networkers the situa- 
tion is more acute than in previous 
years as many of the shows are anx- 
ious to accommodate the soldiery. 

Hardest hit is NBC with studio 
space limited to less than 400 sit- 
ters. Few shows go on the air with- 
out a hundred or more sitting on 
the stage. What the yokelry doesn’t 
know is that the ad agencies grab off 
most of the pasteboards, leaving the 


WOKO, ALBANY, FILES 
FOR 640 (KFI) CHANNEL 


Albany, July 8. 

WOKO, Albany, has undertaken to 
break down 640 ke as a clear chan- 
nel by petitioning the Federal Com- 
munications Commission for a fran- 
chise on its 5,000 watts, unlimited 
time. WOKO is now on 1460 ke and 
operates at 1,000 watts. 

Albany outlet contends that a sta- 
tion in upper N. Y. State would not 
interfere with the 50,000 watter, 
KFI, Los Angeles, which dominates 
the wavelength, nor with WGAN, 
Portland, which releases 500 watts 
on the same wavelength WOKO 
also argues that its increased power 
wceuld hike its potential audience 
from 500,000 to 900,000 radio sets 
and allow for greater emphasis on 
farm programs, 


KMOX Talent Raises Coin 
For Injured Hillbilly 


St. Louis, July 8. 

Several hundred dollars were re- 
alized last week at a benefit given 
by.-members of the KMOX hillbilly 
galaxy for Johnny Buffington, ban- 
joist with the troupe, who is in a lo- 
cal hospital suffering from a spinal 
injury suffered in an auto accident 
last February. 

The surprise of the benefit was 
when Harry ‘Pappy’ Cheshire, maes- 
tro of the hillbillies, sang ‘Mexicali 
Rose,’ as no one suspected he would 

















y pena Upper aie Ree G6 REL ob Soa ey nw 


FCC Displays Pleased Interest In 
Anti-Advertising Petition of Muzak 


warble a note. 








Washington, July 8. 
The Federal Communications 
Commission last week gave Muzak 
Corp. of New York an experimental 


FM license to furnish ‘musical pro- 
grams without advertising to hotels, 
restaurants and home subscribers on 
a contract basis’ by means of radio. 
Outfit has been peddling wired pro- 
grams of this sort for some years. 

Seemingly pleased by the idea, 
Commish declared that it was 
‘unique in the annals of radio broad- 
casting in this country’ and ‘worthy 
of investigation in the public inter- 
est’. 

Muzak Corp. based its argument 
on the fact that ‘there is no basic or 
inherent reason why the American 
public should be compelled to pay 
for its radio programs by submitting 
to advertising announcements. De- 





clared that it would broadcast no 


commercially sponsored programs 
and stated that ‘No advertising con- 
tinuity whatever’ would be used. 
A great volume of transcribed pro- 
gram material is ‘available for use 
in connection with the experiment,’ 
Muzak claimed; engineers from 
Associated Music Publishers, Inc., 
and Wired Radio, Inc., are stand- 
ing by to launch the new idea and 
news will be furnished by United 
Press. 

Plans of anti-advertising outfit 
call for a transmitter to be located 
at 11 West 42d Street. The 117,650 
ke. frequency was requested—‘on an 
experimental basis only, and upon 
the express condition that this 
authorization is subject to change or 
cancellation by the Commission at 
any time, without advance notice or 
hearing, if, in the Commission’s dis- 
cretion, the need for such action 
|} arises.” Power of 1 kw. was asked. 





Little Progress 
AFRA Strike 


Wednesday, July 9, 1941 


Deadline (July 12) Approaches With 


in WKRC Talks; 
of Mutual Pends 





N.Y. AFRA NOMINEES | 


They Are Adams, Bunce, Grauer, 
McKee, Seymour, Sharbutt, Wever 








New York local nominees for the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists national board, to be elected at 
the union’s annual convention Aug. 
14-17 in Detroit, are William P. 
Adams, Alan Bunce, Ben ~Grauer, 
Alex McKee, Anne Seymour, Del 
Sharbutt and Ned Wever. They 
were chosen at the recent quarterly 
election of the New York local. 


Delegates of the New York local, 
elected at the same meeting and to 
represent the chapter at the con- 
vention are William P. Adams, 
Peggy Allenby, John Brown, Charles 
Cantor, Clayton Collyer, Ted de Cor- 
sia, Eric Dressler, Helen Dumas, 
Carl Eastman, Anne Elstner, Arlene 
Francis, Carl Frank, Betty Garde, 
Richard Gordon, House Jameson, Ed 
Jerome, Ray Johnson, William John- 
stone, Jay Jostyn, Walter Kinsella, 
Adelaide Klein, Frank Lovejoy, Wil- 
fred Lytell, Jack Bryde, Jerry Macy, 
John McGovern and John McIntyre, 
all actors. 

Other actor delegates will be San- 
tos Ortega, Alan Reed, Selena Royle, 
Anne Seymour, Everett Sloane, Mark 
Smith, Paul Stewart, Ezra Stone, 
Karl Swenson, James Van Dyk, Luis 
Van Rooten, Lucille Wall, Dwight 


Weist, Ned Wever and Carlton 
Young. 
Announcer delegates will be 


George Ansbro, Nelson Case, James 
Fleming, Frank Gallop, Ben Grauer, 
Ken Robert, Dan Seymour, Del 
Sharbutt, Tom Shirley and Robert 
Waldrop. Singer representatives 
will be Ruth Gordon Brassil, Ever- 
ett Clark, Carol Deis, Phil Duey, Peg 
La Centra, Alex McKee, Walter 
Preston, Margaret Speaks and Law- 
rence Tibbett. Ray Kremer is sound 
effects man delegate. 


Arch Oboler Doing Playlets 
For U.S. Treasury Show; 
Concert Names Lined Up 








Hollywood, July 8. 

Arch Oboler will write and pro- 

duce the Hollywood sketch end of 
the remaining ‘Millions for Defense’ 
shows over CBS for the Treasury 
Department, succeeding Charles 
Vanda, who directed the first one. 
His initial stint tomorrow (Wednes- 
day) night will have Walter Huston 
in Oboler’s own ‘Bright World,’ 
« Set for future broadcasts are Bette 
Davis, July 30, and Joan Crawford, 
Aug. 12. Others set for undated ap- 
pearances are Martha Scott and Ray- 
mond Massey. Latter will do the 
only revival of the series, Oboler’s 
‘This Precious Freedom.’ 

Eight concert and operatic artists 
have been set to appear on the pro- 
gram for the promotion of the sale 
of defense bonds. Treasury Depart- 
ment is backing the appearances of 
the singers and instrumentalists who 
are nextorm,: a x 
peipesey terra Was 3 Grace Moore 
on Wednesday (3), with others set 
being “Dorothy et eedeenye July 9; Lily 
Pons, July 16; Aibert Spalding, July 
23; Robert Weede, July 30; John 
Charles Thomas, August 6; Bidu 
Sayao, August 13, and Vivian Della 
Chiesa, August 22. 


Ike Levy’s Stock Gift 


Washington, July 8. 

Gift to charity of 870 shares of 
$2.50 par Class-A common stock of 
Columbia Broadcasting System was 
listed in the Securities & Exchange 
Commission’s summary of stock 
transactions for May. Charitable 
agency—which was not identified— 
received the substantial contribution 
from Ike Levy, Philadelphia direc- 
tor, who retained 59,276 shares of 
the same class stock, plus 22,819 
shares of $2.50 par Class-B common. 

Only other radio transaction was 
sale of 400 shares of Class-A CBS 
common by Lawrence W. Lowman, 
New York officer of the company. 
Lowman, who disclaimed any ad- 
mission‘that he was beneficial owner 
of the securities, held 3,000 shares 











of $2.50 Class-A at month’s end. 








American Federation of Radig 
Artists’ strike deadline of Saturday 
(12) against Mutual commercial proe 
grams remained tentatively in force 
as the network stockholder-affiliates 
met in Chicago yesterday (Tuesday) 
to consider the situation officially, 
In a last-minute effort to prevent 
AFRA’s local strike against WKRC, 
Cincinnati, from spreading to the 
whole network, representatives of 
the union held a preliminary con- 
ference Monday (7) in Chicago with 
Hulbert Taft, Jr., president-owner 
of WKRC, but -no progress was 
made. 

Letter addressed by Taft last week 
to his fellow-affiliates in Mutual 
reiterated the arguments he had 
made before privately to AFRA and 
publicly to the trade. He added thiy 
stinger: 

‘Such arbitrary and illegal ac- 
tion as AFRA now threatens 
carries with it serious implica- 
tions which will involve each 
station affiliated with the Mu- 


tual Broadcasting System, or 
any other network. Should 
AFRA_ succeed’ through its 


threatened action in compelling 
WKRC to accept unreasenable 
and prejudicial terms which it 
has dictated, then every affili- 
ate of every broadcasting nete 
work in the country will be 
obliged to bow to the will of 
the AFRA organizers, no mat- 
ter how unreasonable or unfair 
that will be. The organizers 
would be equipped with the 
means of imposing harsh and 
burdensome contracts upon each 
and every affiliate by simply 
threatening strikes against pro- 
grams produced by advertising 
agencies and sent out over the 
network. The ramifications of 
this threat should be of particu- 
lar interest to many Mutual afe 
filiates which do not at the prese 
ent time have AFRA contracts, 
but which must look forward 
to the negotiation of such coie 
tracts in the near future. 

‘It is the sincere belief cf the 
management of station WKRC 
that the efforts of AFRA above 
outlined should now be vigore 
ously opposed lest your own 
station be similarly threatened 
in the future. We would appre- 
ciate a word from you prior to 
the Mutual board meeting on 
July 8 as to whether or not you 
agree.’ 

Cincinnati strike, in effect since 
June 20, was called by AFRA when 
many months of negotiations with 
Taft failed to bring about an agree- 
ment as to AFRA-shop, minimums 
for staff artists and various regula- 
tions covering working conditions. 
Both the union and the management 
make conflicting allegations regard- 
ing the negotiations and the present 
status of the dispute. 

Emily Holt, AFRA national execue 
tive secretary; George Heller, associe 
ate executive secretary, Henry Jaffe, 
AFRA attorney, remained in Chi- 
cago yesterday pending a decision 
by the Mutual meeting. 
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Grand Rapids, July 8. 

Efforts are being made to settle & 
dispute between local station WOOD- 
WASH and the American Federation 
of Radio Artists over the status of an 
announcer. George V. Trendle, presi- 
dent of the station, and Vic Connors, 
AFRA organizer, are negotiating the 
case. 

Trendle disputes AFRA’s conten- 
tion that the spieler was fired for 
union activity, asserting that he has 
every intention of recognizing AFRA 
as bargaining agent at the outlet. 





BERLE SUBBING 


Will Preside Over Dorothy Kilgalien 
Show, During Her Confinement 








Milton Berle will pinch-hit for 
Dorothy Kilgallen in her Johnson 
& Johnson CBS Saturday a.m. spot 
while she is having her baby. He’s 
set for the July 19 program and, if 
necessary, he’ll also do the follow- 
ing week’s broadcast. From Chi- 
cago. 

Berle did a guest bit with the col- 
umnist six weeks ago. 
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Broken Blossoms 


Station sales representatives are frequently called upon to perform 
odd and rather personal services for their clients, Perhaps one of the 
oddest services was attempted in New York last week when two reps 
called upon the ex-friend of their big New England client. The ex- 
friend lives on Riverside Drive. The newer friend lives in the fifties. 
The ex-friend has a legal turn of mind and as part of her demanded 
heartbalm she wants some stock in the New Englander’s radio station. 

‘But you can’t,’ expostulated one of the reps, ‘ask that of him.’ 

‘And why can’t I?’ the femme wanted to know. 

‘Because your ownership of the stock would have to be shown in 
the data filed with the Federal Communications Commission.’ 

‘Oh, that’s nothing to worry about,’ she retorted, ‘I’ve got lots of 
paper that’s on file with the SEC. What's good with the SEC should 
be all right with the FCC.’ 


Inside Stuff —Radio 


Recent death of Miguel Lerdo de Tejada, composer and cenductor of the 
Mexican Tipca orchestra, recalled to local radioites the story of how he 
came to discover a singer who rose to much broadcasting fame. The 
talent find was Luis G. Roidan. 

It was while the maestro was having his car repaired in a Mexican*garage 
that he heard an apprentice mechanic singing one of de Tejada’s own 
songs, ‘Perjura’ (Lady Perjurer’). De Tejada expressed his admiration to 
the youth and suggested that he get into radio. The maestro followed 
through by bringing the discovery to the attention of XEW, Mexico City. 
Today Roldan rates as one of Mexico’s top radio vocalists. 








-— 











Expectation that film studios would descend on Don Lee headquarters 
in Hollywood once the new contract with American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers was signed hasn’t come to pass. Nor have there 
been any overtures from the celluloid plants, either for bought or borrowed 
time. Studios were figured ripe for a few commercial shots on filmusicals 
inasmuch as some picture execs have blamed the low grosses on tunefilms 
to the lack of ethered exploitation. 





Epic are the stories of the ingenuity of actors trying to get an inside 
track for radio jobs. Yet John Gibbs, producer of ‘Against the Storm’ 
and ‘Lone Journey,’ thinks he ran into the topper recently. 

He was interviewing applicants for the job as his secretary and had 
just about decided on one. They were talking salary, when she inquired 
casually if it would be all right for her to take time off for her ‘Light 
of the World’ broadcasts. 





Maurice G. Randall, who died recently at his home outside Troy, had 
one or two ‘firsts’ to his credit. He was the first male actor to appear in 
a televised play. This was J. Hartley Manners’ ‘The Queen’s Messenger’ 
whick: General Electric televised from Proctor’s theatre, Schenectady, Sept. 
11, 1928, before an audience which included a delegation of New York 
newspapermen. Izetta Jewell Miller appeared with Randall, 





Strict new regulations which govern comings and goings at the War 
and Navy departments left Frank E. Mason, of NBC, with a helpless blush 
not long ago. Although he is working as a $l-a-year man at the Navy 
Department—advising Uncle Sam on radio matters—Mason forgot that no 
one (not even Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox) can get by the guards 
at the door without a special badge. 





Walt Disney and Universal have approached Norman Corwin for the 
film rights to ‘The Odessy of Runyon Jones,’ a dog story done recently 
on ‘26 by Corwin’ on CBS. Nothing is definite on it, however. Meantime 
station in Johannesburg has written Corwin for the South African right 
to do his radio fantasy, ‘My Client Curley.’ Offered two guineas (about 
$9) for the one-time broadcast. 

Gertrude Lawrence has been approached to play the lead in the radio 
version of ‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ but there’s little likelihood she would 
accept. Lyons & Lyons office, which holds the radio rights to the comedy 
mystery, is reported to have a prospect for the fall in Campbell Soup. 

The actress returns to the Broadway production, ‘Lady in the Dark,’ in 
the fall. 

Welcome Lewis has written the lyrics and Milton Shaw the music of 
‘Fall In Behind Your President,’ which BMI is publishing, but network 
advertising and other programs are not performing because of the still- 
sticking neutrality precautions of radio. 

RE RED POOR. RI EREDY PO  tn corae him ee eh. ss 

‘100 Non-Royalty Plays,’ edited by William Koslenko, is the lates. 
the expanding literature of broadcasting. It has just been published at 
$4.25 by Greenberg, New York. Plays are only non-royalty to amateurs, 
a caution emphasizes. 
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WESTERN CAN. 
HOLDS CONFAB 


Harrison Hot Sp’s, Can., July 8. vere 
Western Associati 2 Menadeast- sales, merchandising activities 
sociation of Broadcast-| j.5< and trade relations in the| 


ers will open their convention at the | drug and grocery fields also will be} 
Harrison hotel Monday (14). The | discussed. 
meeting will be for two days. | Robert E. Dunville, general sales 
Because of the considerable trav- | manager, will preside at the three- 
eling distance involved Canadian | day hypo session, at which James| 
broadcasters habitually hold two 
conventions a year, one western and | ley’s 
the other, national. a speaker. 





Cincinnati, 


| WLW's eastern and midwestern 
| salesmen at a semi-annual confer- 
ence here over the coming weekend. 
| Development of new 





as 
conductor of the Standard Oil Symphony Orchestra on NBC Pacific loop. | 


| 
with a radio script called 


Meaning of the anti-monopoly or- | 
ders to sales will be discussed by 


programs for | 


and | 


D. Shouse, general manager of Cros- | 
broadcasting division, will be} 
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Some Confusion in Industry 
As to Who Gets What Out 
of $1,300,000 in Various 
Sums Just Voted By Con- 
gress 


—d 


MONITORING FUND 





Washington, July 8. 


Federal appropriation bill for the 
pfiscal year 1941-42, passed by Con- 
gress last week, contains a number 
of items for dispensation by the 
Rockefeller Committee on South 
American Relations. Purpose that 
several of the large sums listed are 
to be put to are extremely vague as 
set down in the budget. Officers of 
the Rockefeller group and the State 
Department’s radio section of its 
Cultural Relations Division were 
unable at press time to shed any 
light on them. 


Largest item is $325,000 presum- 
ably to reimburse NBC and CBS for 
‘local longwave rebroadcasts’ in the 
other western hemisphere republics. 
Assumption is that money is to be 
paid for ‘point-to-point’ transmission 
by RCA and IT&T of the programs 
to South America via their direct 
facilities. Programs are then sent 
by land lines from the RCA and 
IT&T S.A. headquarters to the Latin 
stations for broadcasting by long 
wave. 

For WRUL, Boston 

Second sum of $300,000 is to pay 
for ‘preparing programs and pur- 
chasing time for short wave pro- 
grams to South America.’ It is sup- 
posed this sum includes the $200,000 
which is known to be going to 
WRUL, Boston, short waver, for a 
guaranteed number of hours beamed | 
to the south during the’ year. 
Whether the remaining $100,000 indi- 
cates other short-wavers might Bet | 
government subsidization, too, is im- 
possible to learn at this time. 


Another item is for $50,000 to print 
up and transport south by 
weekly pamphlets in Spanish and 
gram schedules. Commerce Depart- 
ment for a number of years 
been making up and sending out 
such skeds, but they were boat- 
mailed and unsatisfactory inasmuch 
as they had to 
weeks in advance. So many pro- 
terim the schedules 
useless, 

Still another item approved 
Congress was $25,000 for inserting 
ads in Latin-American papers an- 


became almost 


casts. There are more than 25 such 
programs daily. 

Astronomical figures are needed to 
oribe the eavesdropping jcD new 
C monitoring unit will do. Con- 
| gress recently gave the Commish a 
| $600,000 deficiency fund to expand 
| the listening to foreign propaganda 
| broadcasts and permit hiring of 
|}scads more translators, clerks, and 
technicians. 
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/ Peach and Citrus Budgets 


Spartanburg, S. C., 
dialing—Soutk 


July 8. 
Juicy 


Fiorida Citrus Commission 
nounces ether buys 
planned for 50 stations, accom- 
panied by heavy national newspa- 
per display campaign. Starts with 
next season. L. W. 
mission's advertising manager. 


an- 
signatured or 
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Kansas City..-Edwin Browne now 
director of special events and public 
features. Succeeds Gene Dennis, 
now on broadcasts in the interest of 
| national defense. 
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Portuguese of U. S. short wave pro- | 


has | 


be prepared seven | 


| vey ‘propaganda’ as well as enter- 
tainment and news. 
Marked reductions in the output 


by | 


nouncing times of U. S. news broad- | inte 
c 4 ° 
| nels 


Carolina's | 


| head toward this country, if, as, and 
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Radio May Have to Pull Switch On 
Occasion If U. S. Gets Into War 





Washington, July 8. 


Every consideration will be given 
to broadcasting but national defense 
requirements may nevertheless in- 
convenience the radio industry. Fed- 
eral authorities, though aware of the 
value of microphoned propaganda 
and entertainment, are up against 
the necessity~ of putting various 
crimps in the broadcasting business. 

This attitude was reflected Monday 
(7) by FCC Chairman James L. Fly 
during an hour-long lecture to news- 
papermen about worries and accom- 
plishments of the Defense Communi- 
cations Board. Most of his talk dealt 
with other types of communications. 
He did get around to broadcasting, 
however, when questioned about the} 
commercial radio industry's place in 
the communications picutre. 


In the 10 months of its existence, 
the DCB has made _ encouraging 
headway toward surveying the situa- 
tion, imagining problems, and finding 
ways for their solution, Fly ex- 
plained. Committees have done com- 
mendable jobs, but much remains to 
be accomplished before the United 
States is in a position to announce 
that the communications industry— 
broadcasting, point-to-point radio, 
telephone, cables, and telegraph—is 
all set for any trouble. Headaches 
now are mostiy a matter of detail, 
though. 

The Commish chairman, who heads 
the DCB, showed clearly that there 
is no disposition to clamp down on 
commercial broadcasting. Neverthe- 
less thought is being given to the 
question of blacking out domestic 
transmitters in event of air raids. 
this angle has tbeen debated with 
Mayor La Guardia, the head of the 
civilian defense unit, Fly said, add- 
ing there always is the possibility 
that standard stations will be used as 
directional aides by enemy aircraft. 
Without saying it in so many words, | 
Fly indicated the U.S. will follow the 
| British and German example, throw- 
| ing the switch in case hostile fliers 


when we get into the tiff. Army Air 
| Corps would have authority to gag 
the plants. 

Maintenance of broadcasting serv- 
ice is of major importance, accord- 


| Radio 





ing to Fly. Because it upholds the} 
morale and is the best means of| 
mass communication. The FCC} 
chairman called a spade by its right 
name, acknowledging that radio is 
highly desirable because it can con- 


of receivers is-inevitable, because of | 
the greater need for materials 
other industries, Fly conceded. 
Transmitter makers may have to de- 
vote themselves to. turning 
equipment for other 
tions, though no figures 
and it 
and land lines now used for 
commercial broadcasting may be di- | 
verted. | 


are avail- 


Fly said will a & sharp 
cut in operations of the set manu- 
facturing industry in the fall unless} 
ome way foun to increase the | 
aluminum supply pee n oor the | 
Radio Manufacturers’ Association | 
hes devised substitutes to the point | 
where the aluminum consumption | 
has been cut from 2,000 tons in 1940 
to about 15 tons per month (180 
tons yearly) He clearly believes 
there will be no new models after 

| this fall and implied that manufac- | 

turing of portable and automobile | 
sets will be cut out entirely in a 
short time. 

The U. S. receiver manufacturers 


$2,000,000 peach crop, scheduled for | 
late July, early August marketing, | 


mainly in north and east—is set for | 
heavy radio spots when season starts. | FCC. chairman. 


Marvin is com- | 





are running at a faster pace than in 
1940. a record year, according to the 
This is chiefly in | 
anticipation of restrictions and| 
priorities on raw materials. Just 
like housewives laying in supplies 
of canned goods, the whole equip- | 
ment industry is readying for hard | 
times. 

Production of frequency modula- 
tion sets is going ahead on a grand | 
scale, but not so much because of 
| the market but because of the pros- 





| ute 


in | 
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types of sta-| 
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is possible that chan- | 


| if addressed in 
| XEQ’s officials are looking up the 


| national operations, 
| day 


pect that production will be termi- | 
nated in the near future. 
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surveying alternative means of 
maintaining communication, Fly said, 
This may result in snatching chan- 
nels now earmarked for commercial 
broadcasting and land lines linking 
transmitters. Fly doesn’t think there 
is any immediate danger, however. 
He said so far it hadn’t been nec- 
essary to ‘poach’ on the preserves of 
Frequency Modulation and television 
and hopes the time never will come 
when these upper bracket stripes 
will be turned over to the Army, 
Navy, or other communications. By 
implication, he feels the same way 
about the land lines. 





CATHOLICS IN 


WLWO DEAL 


Rochester, N. Y., July 8. 

Series of youth programs aimed to 
promote hemispheric goodwill is 
planned for next fall by the Cath- 
olic Students Mission Crusade, it was 
revealed at the organization’s 12th 
annual canvention here last week. 
Programs will be broadcast to South 
America by WLWO, Cincinnati 
short-waver, and to the U. S. and 
Canada by its companion Cincy sta- 
tions, WLW and WSATIT. 

Broadcasts will also be carried by 
23 stations affiliated with Cadena 
Inter-Amecricana, the Cros- 
sley Latin-American network, James 
Cassidy, WLWO director of special 
events, told the convention. Pro- 
grams will be of a ‘get-together’ na- 
ture, Cassidy said. 


Stockbridge Theatre 
Is Part of Series On 


WOKO, Albany, N. Y. 


Albany, N. Y., July 8. 

WOKO, Albany, is airing on Thurs- 
day nights from Berkshire Play- 
house, Stockbridge, Mass., a 15-min- 
serial, ‘Berkshire Broadway, 
Sponsor is Harry P. Oelsen & Co., 
insurance. William E. Barry, of the 
Playhouse promotion staff, is writing 
and directing the serial. 

Story evolves around a fictional 
character making her way into the 
theatrical business, meeting and re- 
ceiving advice from guest stars and 
resident members, who play them- 
selves. Ruth Chatterton and General 
Director William Miles were among 
into the first install- 








ment. Dalls Lee Franklin plays the 
newcomer. Forrest Willis, of WOKO, 
announces. 


LOOKING UP THE RUcES 


Chinese Minister’s —— of XEQ, 
Mexico City, Unprecedented 


Mexico City, July 8. 

XEQ production manager Carlos 
Riveroll del Prado has an odd re- 
quest The Chinese minister to 
Mexico wants to buy 30 minutes to 
make a speech in Chinese. 

He explained that the Chinese cole 
ony in Mexico are ardent radie fans, 


but his talk would have more point 
their own language. 


rules. 


John Royal Starts Trip 


John Royal, NBC v.p. for intere 
leaves this Sune 
(14) for a seven week flying 
junket to South America. 

He will hit Porto Rico, Trinidad 


and Venezuela first. 





C, E. Staudinger has been named 
executive vice- Kameron, of the 
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‘MILLIONS FOR DEFENSFE’ 

With Fred Allen, Grace Moore, 
Mickey Rooney, Judy Garland.) 
Charles Laughton, ‘Information | 
Please’ (Clifton Fadiman, Oscar! 
Levant, John Kiernan, F. P. 
Adams), Barry Wood, Ray Block. 
choral group, Al Goodman, Larry 
Elliott | 





Variety 
60 Mins. 
TEXACO 
Wednesday, 9 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

(Buchanan) | 

First instalment of this U.S. Treas-,; 
ury Bond series, with Texaco paying 
the bill for the time. the band and | 
the chorus, turned out to be a case| 
of mass production in names but not 
so forte in production. There was 
a lack of fitting the right script to 
the star once he had been recruited, 
or routining the component parts so 
they would have a fluid, correlated 
compactness. 

In a few interpolated words Henry 
Morgenthau, Jr., Secretary of the 
Treasury, promised that this seri€s 
would be the ‘finest programs that 
radio can provide.’ As one accus- 








tomed to dealing in billions the 
secretary may be granted his in-| 
dulgence in high optimism. Of | 


course, the names may get big audi-| 
ences. Second week (tonight)! 
offers Bob Hope, Bing Crosby and| 
Dorothy Lamour. 

The stars give their services gratis | 
and a Treasury's ‘citation for per-| 
formance. Of the luminaries that 
appeared on last Wednesday's event} 
Charles Laughton was deserving 4 
an extra special award for his 
‘Gettysburg Address. Although he| 
has done it several times before on) 
the air, in this instance his delivery | 
not only packed a brilliant blend of 
emotion and inspiration, but it) 
proved the most effective piece of| 
selling for the article at hand, De- 
fense Bonds. The handling of the 
plug copy as such on the show was 
pretty flaccid. | 

To Fred Allen fell the lot of em-| 
ceeing the opening program in ad-) 
dition to giving out with a crossfire | 
routine. On the feeding end of the 
gag indulgence was Larry Elliott, 
who reads the announcements on 
Allen’s regular Texaco connection. 
It took Elliott a little while before | 
he could time his lines so that he! 
wouldn’t be treading on the laughs, 
but once he got into the-right gear 
things moved smoothly for the 
comic. Allen kidded his relations 
with the Treasury department and 
made joke fare of the hot weather 
and vacations and drew a substan- 
tial quota of laughter. 

Later on Allen again got himself | 
tripped up with a mike vis-a-vis. | 
His partner on the second occasion | 
was Grace Moore. Her reading as-| 
signment had to do with explaining | 
what an important part the house- 
wife can play in providing the 
wherewithal for the buying of bonds} 
and it was up to Allen to fill in with | 
questions. It wasn’t long before they | 
got their lines crossed. Allen cor-| 
rected the opera singer and a mo-| 
ment later she corrected him. And} 

"so it went, making hash of a not 
badly phrased bit of blurb writing. | 

Before she got around to doubling | 
as a plug spinner Miss Moore did! 
‘One Fine Day’ from  Puccini’s 
‘Madame Butterfly.” Miss Moore was 
in sterling voice and the pick-up 
was perfect, with the result that the 
interlude was a treat. Remaining 
star act that originated from New 
York was the ‘Information, Please’ 
crew. It was fairly diverting while 
it lasted. It was announced that! 
contributors of unanswerable ques- 
tions would receive a $50 defense’ 
bond as a premium. The act's| 
bright boys obviously passed up aj} 
comparatively easy one so that at! 
least one of these bonds would be| 
given away. 

Mickey Rooney and Judy Gar- 
land were cut in from Hollywood. 
The talk stuff allotted them was not 

‘ radio and until they got going with | 

‘Strike Up the Band’ it was a stage | 
wait. ASCAP was given credit on! 
the program for the use of the lat-| 
ter tune and others, such as ‘Any 
Bonds Today?’, the Irving Berlin 
number which served not only as the 
theme song but the pivot for a bright 
musical sauce in which Barry Wood, 
Ray Block’s chorus and A] Good- 
man’s orchestra all participated. 

Odec. 
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‘BALLADS FROM THE BIG TIM- 
BER’ 

Ceremonial 

15 mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 3:15 p.m. 

KIRO, Seattle 

‘Ballads From the Big Timber’ was 
put on by KIRO to signalize the for- 
mal opening of the station on.50.000 
watts power. Gave a condensed his- 
tory in song and story of the found- 
ing of what out here they call an 
empire. Program reflected credit on 
all departments of KIRO, notably 
Tommy Thomas, program director. 
Script and musical arrangements by 
Paul Ashford, Ivar Haglund handled 
the solos in good voice, ably singing 
‘For Jefferson and Liberty,’ ‘Boule 
Roulant, and ‘Sweet Betsy from 
Pike’ among the tunes which Ash- 
ford wove into his tale of lusty pio- 
neering. 

Burton W. James of the Repertory 
Playhouse was narrator, getting a 
lot out of script and Jack Kinzel 
struck the right note throughout in 





20 Winks 


The big problem among the 
New York late hour conferen- 
ciers (2 a.m. to coma)—which is 
more important, their own voice 
(personality) or the records? 
What a struggle! So we took a 
poll. The records won but the 
voting was close, 82,000 to 1... 
WHOM has quit the taps-to- 
reveille turmoil. This takes 
McCoy (The Real) and Kreuger 
from the scramble...Charlie 
Teagarden has a neat jump tune 
in ‘Tea at Charlie’s Tavern,’ but 
the arrangement falls apart 
when it leaves the brass section 
...Lil’ Martha Tilton needs Lil’ 
Ben Gage again to help her over 
those dialog hurdles...Bill ‘Gee 
Whiz’ Stern ought to stay 
away from track meets. It only 
reminds that one of the regrets 
of radio sports reporting is that 
illness prevented Husing cover- 
ing the last Olympics. Husing 
announces a meet better than 
any Manhattan daily writes it. 
Abramson, of the Herald Trib- 
une, leads the papers. Husing is 
much better at track than foot- 
ball. Honest. 

Shudders of the week: War- 
ing’s femme vocal squad, espe- 
cially doing ‘Three Blind Mice’ 
...-Those Sonny Dunham mati- 
nees from Meadowbrook with 
their shrieking trumpets and 
screaming kids. 











‘CAB CALLOWAY’S QUIZZICAL’ 
Mins. 
Sunday, 9:30 p.m. 
WOR, New York 
This musical quiz with Cab Calio- 
way, his orchestra and a studio of 
Negro contestants and spectators is 
such an instantaneous natural that 
it’s a wonder nobody thought of it 
before. It’s Douglas Storer’s idea 
and production and it’s one of the 
most spontaneous and infectious quiz 
shows on the air. Far from being any 
drawback, the racial angle gives it 
an extra boost, at least in perform- 
ance. 


Program is sub-billed as ‘Harlem's 
own idea of what a musical quiz 
should be.’ Except for George Ho- 
gan’s introductory announcement, 
it’s all Negro, with Calloway and his 
boys, a lineup of contestants demon- 
strating how- much more diverting 
uninhibited colored amateurs can be. 
Unlike the whites, they’re not self- 
conscious and tongue-tied when 
faced with the mike, but are natural 
comics, with a sense of fun and a 
bubbling good-humor. P 

With one of the boys from the or- 
chestra, a frog-voiced guy they call 
Brother Treadway. playing handy- 
man and stooge, Calloway has the 
contestants roll dice to determine 
from which of a row of baskets 
they’ll take a slip bearing a question. 
Most. though not all, of the posers are 
about music and, according to an ar- 
bitrary system of his own, Calloway 
rates the answers as worth anywhere 
up to $5 each. Persons submitting 
the questions get $10. There’s an 
opening query session, then an ‘ex- 
pert department’ (purely a courtesy 
gesture) and finally a ‘Three-Star 
Special for Cab Calloway’s Can of 
Cash.’ Latter is a kind of jackpot 


| for all previous competitors. 


Besides adding atmosphere en- 
thusiasm for the quiz intervals, the 
colored mob in the studia whoops it 
up. for the Calloway band’s three 
numbers—particularly,, on Sunday 
(6) night’s initial stanza, for ‘Minnie 
the Moocher.’ Efforts are being made 
to extend the show from WOR to the 
Mutual network and, of course, to 
get a sponsor, possibly on a local- 
participating basis. Only limitation 
would appear to be a sectional one 
because of the racial twist on the 
show. Hard to predict how such an 
intangible will work out. but there’s 
no logical reason why the program 
shouldn’t go nationally and commer- 
cially, possibly even in the south. 

Hobe. 


| JACK COFFEY ORCHESTRA 
| With Beverley Blayne, Dick Kapa, 
‘Three Smart Girls’ 
30 Mins. 
F. W. FITCH 
Sundays, 7:30 p.m. 
| WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Ramsey) 

Both Coffey and his band exhibit- 
ed sufficient talent in this, their 
first coast-to-coast hook-up, to indi- 
cate they are on the way, but pro- 
gram was smeared by too frequent 
repeats of band leader’s appreciation 
cf chance Fitch was giving him, and 
Fitch’s own incessant plugs for prod- 
uct. Copy smacked of earlier days 
of radio history. 

Band handles itself well, and 
Coffey, outside of slight nervous- 
ness, exhibited good mike technique. 
Vocalist Beverley Blayne did credit- 





‘able job of ‘The Things I Love,’ and 


Dick Kaps’ not quite so well on ‘I 
Went Out of My Way.’ Girl trio did 
nicely. 

Several references were made to 
aid given band by Kay Kyser. There 
was a wire wishing Coffey success. 
All this might give impression that 
Coffey is not sure of band or him- 
self, which should not be, as both 





his announcing. Reed. 


~ 


he and his men are equal to respon- 
sibilities. 


‘ADVENTURES OF THE THIN 
MAN’ 

With Lester Damon, Claudia Morgan 
30 Mins. 

WOODBURY PRODUCTS 

| Wednesday, 8 p.m. 

| WEAF-NBC, New York 

| (Lennen and Mitchell) 

| After much effort at finding a 

| sponsor Dashiell Hammett’s wedded 

lcharacters of the whodunit realm, 

| Nick and Nora Charles, are on the 

They're there to he}p sell cos- 

|metics. What's closer akin to cos- 

|metics than sex? This series ap- 

| parently has set out to render the 

answer with pronounced conviction. 
In the introductory program (2) 

the alarums of death and threatened 

death ran but a poor second in dia- 

logic and productional treatment to 

wisecracks about the amateur de- 

tective’s lothariol past and a nightie- 

night scene in the couple’s bedroom. 


The lush overtones that the actress 
playing Nora put into the closing 
line, ‘Go away, Asta; go away’ must 
have caused more than one affiliated 
broadcaster to lift his brows in spec- 
ulative surprise. 

The production itself is cut strictly 
to stock pattern. The acting is uni- 
formly good, with the Nick and Nora 
of the radio doing a fairly good fac- 
simile of their screen progenitors, 
William Powell and Myrna Loy. The 
crossfire between them is invariably 
crisp and diverting. Even though the 
direction has something wanting} 
Woodbury should find the series a 
magnet for week-by-week attention. 

e ad copy shuttles from face 
powder to cold cream. In either-in- 
stance the emphasis is on glamour, 
allure and the effect on the ‘eyes of 
the man who means everything to 
you.’ Also sprinkled throughout the 
plugs are names of Hollywood lumi- 
naries. Woodbury’s ‘exciting’ face- 
powder, otherwise referred to as 
‘glamour dust,’ is ‘scientifically keyed 
to type,’ while the use of the cleans- 
ing cream is described as a ‘Holly- 
wood ritual.’ Odec. 


air. 


‘YOU’RE THE EXPERT’ 

With Fred Uttal 

15 Mins. 

CAMPBELL SOUP 

Daily, 2:30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS. New York 
(Ward Wheelock) 

This advice-to-the-lovelorn style 
of audience quiz is so slim that un- 
|less it’s drastically revised it will 
have tough going even to get 
through the required four weeks un- 
til Fletcher Wiley returns from his 
annual lay-off. About the only 
thing to recommend ‘You’re the Ex- 
pert’ is its obviously modest budget. 
Otherwise it’s an oops. 

Show has Fred Uttal doing yeo- 
man work, but unable to keep the 
mike alive with any semblance of 
entertainment. He has six guest 
‘experts’ in the studio for each show 
to compete for cash prizes of $25, 
$10 and $5 (and gifts of Campbell’s 
soup) by trying to give the best 
answer to such questions as ‘Should 
you tell your best friend if her hus- 
band is getting involved with an- 
other woman?’ and ‘If your hus- 
band’s father dies, should you con- 
sent tc have his mother come to live 
with you?’ Those were the stump- 
|}ers on Monday (7) afternoon’s debut 
| program, and they had the entrants 
| either inarticulate with confusion or 
|}long-winded and inconclusive. It 
|; was brutal going for the listener 
| the whole way. 
| Each session is to have a guest 
| ‘judge’ to decide on the winners for 
j}the cash prizes. On the initial 
| Stanza it was Adelaide Hawley, who 
;conducts a ‘Woman’s Page of th 
| Air’ via CBS. She did her best to 
unearth some sense from the various 
answers.’ Del Sharbutt reads the 
Campbell's plugs in his familiar and 
distinctive style. This time he was 











plugging ‘that delicious chicken 
noodle soup.’ Hobe. 

| ‘WHAT’S MY NAME?’ by 
| With Arlene Francis, John Reed 
| King 

| 30 Mins, 


| ROYAL GELATINE 
| Sunday, 8 p.m. 
| WEAF-NBC, New York 
: (Sherman K. Ellis) 
| This audience quiz, written and 
| produced by Ed Byron and Joe 
| Cross, is virtually the same as when 
| it was sponsored by Philip Morris 
| and Ipana-Sal Hepatica. It still of- 
fers a sliding scale of cash prizes 
($10 to $5) for contestants guessing 
the identity of current, historical or 
literary figures. Arlene Francis is 
again the femme m.c. and John Reed 
King now has the male portion of 
the same assignment, in place of 
Budd Hulick and Fred Uttal, who 
formerly had it. Show is sponsored 
by Standard Brands, holding the 8- 
8:30 spot Sunday nights on NBC-Red 
(WEAF) during Edgar Bergan’s lay- 
off. Product is now Royal Gelatine 
and the agency Sherman K. Ellis, in- 
stead of Chase & Sanborn and J. 
Walter Thompson, respectively. 

Nothing much to be said for the 
program that hasn’t been said be- 
fore. It’s plausible low-price sum- 
mer entertainment. 

Opening commercial on the stanza, 
a dramatized bit about a Hollywood 
yes-man named Bernie Blink, was 
pretty coy. And of course the prcd- 
uct gets a mention on every give- 
away. Hobe, 











i Follow-Up Comment } 


_ 





Raymond Gram Swing went to 
London for White Owl cigars to 
speak Monday (7) of smoked sal- 
mon and strawberries and who in 
Britain could afford them. It was 
a strange discourse to come over- 
seas from BBC to Mutual, and a 
strange subject to bring up, because 


unfortunately the net effect of the 
talk was that the more Swing in- 
sisted upon the fairness of rationing 
the more he kept reminding Ameri- 
cans of the British upper classes, the 
old school tie and fashionable Lon- 
don restaurants. 

It was neither very timely as spot 
news, nor a contribution to the 
cause. This reading of items off the 
menus has been done before. and 
when Swing spoke of the food sup- 
ply authorities being ‘hard put’ it 
aroused the speculation if he was not 
‘hard put’ for material. For a man 
who has done such incisive com- 
mentation since the early Munich 
crisis, this transoceanic was some- 
thing an embassy counsellor’s wife 
might have done much better. It 
was an astonishing lapse from 
Swing’s customary emphasis upon 
first things first and at 3,000 miles a 
distinct disappointment, 





Burgess Meredith, debuting as em- 
cee of ‘We, The People’ last week, 
turned in attractive job. Flexible 
and vibrant-voiced, he finished the 
stint with a splendid reading of 
‘punch lines’ from the Declaration of 
Indepéndence. Meredith fits into the 
emcee role on such a program, hav- 
ing handled similar assignments on 
some of The Free Company's broad- 
casts. One of the guests on ‘We, The 
People’ was Edgar Fairchild, orches- 
tra leader of Eddie Cantor’s air show, 
who offered amusing piano ‘doodles.’ 





John Gunther and Walter Duranty, 
guest-experting on ‘Information, 
Please,’ last Friday (4) night, were 
called on by Clifton Fadiman as au- 
thorities at one point in the show to 
give capsule expressions of their 
opinions on the current Nazi-Soviet 
warfare. Gunther was inclined to be 
bearish, which is not to say he looks 
for a Russian victory. Duranty, 
more articulate and having more 
definite opinions, was definitely op- 


timistic. It was an unusual and a 
distinctly showmanly twist for the 
show. 





Upton Sinelair spoke, from Cali- 


fornia, about his latest two novels, 
‘End of the World’ and ‘Between 
Worlds,’ after Professor Alpheus 


Smith, of Northwestern University, 


—e 


‘CLAUDIA AND DAVID’ 

With Patricia Ryan, Richard Koll. 
mar, Jane Seymour, Irene Hub. 
bard, Charles Stark, Peter Van 
Steeden orch 

30 Mins. 

GENERAL FOODS 

Friday, 8 p.m. 

WABC-CRS, New York 

(Young & Rubicam) 

After a four-week brezk-in as a 
15-minute dramatic spot on the Kate 
Smith program, this Rose Franken 
and William Brown Meloney radio 
adaptation of the former's Red Book 
| mag stories took over last week the 
first half-hour of the same Friday 
night time. General Foods is con. 
tinuing to plug Grape Nuts, but will 
presumably use program for another 
product when Miss Smith returns to 
the spot in the fall. 


Meantime, the show is now titled 
‘Claudia and David,’ to differentiate 
it from Miss Franken’'s John Golden- 
produced stage play, ‘Claudia,’ at the 
Booth theatre, N. Y. And as added 
precaution, the program has a spe- 
cial disclaimer at the sign-off, that it 
and the play are not the same and: 
that the events used in the program 
‘occur prior to and are entirely dif- 
ferent from those in the play.’ That’s 
apparently in response to Golden’s 
squawk that the radio series was in- 
juring the legit show. Co-authors 
Franken and Meloney are billed at 
the close of the program, while Pa- 
tricia Ryan and Richard Kollmar get 
air mention at the opening as the 
title players. 


In, its half-hour length, ‘Claudia 
and David’ remains a commercial 
radio natural, probably even more 
so than in 15-minute form. It’s in- 
clined to be overly sentimental—or 
at least its sentimental passages tend 
to be a trifle mawkish—but the char- 
acters, particularly the two leads, are 
well defined, the comedy is amusing 
and the story has continuing move- 
ment, ‘ 


Miss Ryan must have been east 
and sounds as if she were being di- 
rected with an ear to Dorothy Mc- 
Guire, who plays Claudia in the 
stage play. Her voice is surprisingly 
like Miss McGuire's, and frequently 
her intonation and inficction further 
the similarity. Nevertheless, she oc- 
casionally sounds slighily young for 
the part, even considering Claudia’s 
childlike quality. Kollmar is ma- 
ture, even robust, as David. Jane 
Seymour, as Mrs. Brown, Claudia’s 
mother, sounds quite like Frances 
Starr, who has the same part in the 
play. That’s creditable enough. 
Irene Hubbard suffered on Friday 
night’s (4) chapter because of a too- 
rapid character transition in the part 
of Mrs. Norton, David's mother. 
Smaller parts of a maid and a doctor 
were satisfactory. 

Sam Fuller’s 


direction skillfully 


| accents the character contrasts and 


mood changes, also getting expres- 
sive pace. Peter Van Steeden’s mu- 





had discussed them, on ‘Men and}\ 
Books,’ in Columbia’s Chicago studio. | 
Sinclair spoke clearly and forcibly} 
but withal mildly, especially in one} 
of his crusading reputation. Pro- | 
fessor Smith, substituting during an| 
eight-week vacation of John MT. 
Frederick, professor of journalism at | 
Northwestern, is, for a teacher. quite | 
a dynamic broadcaster. On his first | 
three salvos, he has talked about | 
books which touch upon the inter-| 
national situation. While so doing, 
he has made slashing attacks on 
Nazism and fascism. In one case, 
when William L. Shirer was guest- 
ing for aé_ discussion of ‘Berlin! 
Diary,’ the Northwestern University | 
professor lashed at American news-| 
papers and publishers for their han- | 
dling of the war news and its back-| 
ground. Professor Smith seems to} 
give the half-hour a wider appeal! 
than Professor Frederick usually | 
does. 








Ray Collins turned in a spiffy job 
Sunday night (6) as narrator of ‘Be- 
tween Americans,’ the 10th in the 
‘26 by Corwin’ series for ‘Columbia 
Workshop.” It was more than a skill- 
full performance by an expert actor; 


sical cues are helpful. Charles Stark 
reads the blurbs and ‘intros accept- 
ably. Incidentally, an introductory 
announcement that ‘Claudia and 
David’ have been brought to the air 
‘because you asked for them’ is 
super-corn, Hobe. 


‘VOICE OF FREEDOM’ 

With Wendell Willkie, Burgess Mere- 
dith, Lyle Talbot, Myron McCor- 
mick, Richard Waring, Boyd 
Crawford, Bernard Zanville, Santos 
Ortega, Floyd Buckley, Tom Hoier, 
Stephan Schnabel, Vincent Dono- 
hue, Carol Peterson, Patsy O’Shea 

30 Mins, 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 8 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 
This single-shot sustainer on NBC- 

Blue (WJZ) last Thursday (3) night 


must have been promising on paper, 
but it remained strangely unmoving 
via the air. Reason wasn't readily 


definable. The theme (freedom) and 
the occasion (eve of July 4) were 
naturals, but the broadcast somehow 
refused to ignite. Perhaps the fault 
lay in the script, which seemed too 
inclusive, too rambling, chopped up 





it was also sincere, warm, vibrant 
and stirring: Coilitis"was “helped; of 
course, by the part, which offered 
unusual scope in mood and flavor. 
Program itself was just an ‘informal 
essay for informal listeners,’ a dis- 
cussion about America and a few of 
the things, mostly little things. that 
make it unique and great. 
ways hard to define the qualities that 
make simple expressions 


instead of banal. Yet something in 


this ‘Between Americans’ often 
touched an inspiring note. Incident- 
ally, Alexander Semmler’s musical 


score was pliantly expressive. but his 
overture, ‘Columbia Workshop on a 
Quiet Night,’ without any reflection 
on own merits as a composition, 
seemed unrelated to the rest of the 
show. 





‘Listen to the People,’ by Stephen 
Vincent Benet, is the second of that 
poet’s recent stuka-pieces for de- 
mocracy. As a Fourth of July of- 
fering, with Henry Hull, Otto 
Preminger. Robert Gray, Kathryn 
Emery, Richard Gordon. Harold 
Vermilywa and others, it was a 
fairly vivid re-telling in terms of 
radio montage and symbolism. of the 
basic humanity of democracy. Due 
attention was paid the appeasers, 
the sunny-weather idealists. It 
sounded somewhat like other long 
free verse spectacles of recent years. 


It’s al- | 


eloquent 


into too many different scenes 10 
perm't the creation or maintenance 
| of a mood or emotional feeling. 
After an introductory spiel by 
| Wendell Willkie (it, too, was curi- 


| ously tame), the dramatic portion of 
| the show consisted of excerpts from 
| historical quotations ‘and poems, all 
| more or less a contrast to an opening 


' and closing background of a typical- 
ly ranting Hitler oration. (Incident- 
| ally, the latter device was eloquently 
used by Archibald MacLeish for 4 
‘Free Company’ program last win- 
ter.) 

The dramatic bits were more di- 
vided than bridged by choral music 
cues. Burgess Meredith was sincere 
and vigorous as narrator, while such 
recognizable voices as Myron Mc- 
McCormick, Richard Waring and 
Boyd Crawford were expressive as 
various historical figures, in several 
cases doubling. Waring, surprisingly 
enough, revealed traces of the Welsh 
accent he uses in the legit play ‘Corn 
Is Green,’ while whoever read the 
Gettysburg address dawdled over it. 
Arthur Hanna’s direction was cap- 
able, but hardly inspired. Hobe. 





new kind of democratic literature 
written for broadcasting. Taken 
with other activities it stressed anew 
that the Council of Democracy (‘this 
was on the NBC Blue) has displayed 





Which is not a criticism, but a recog- 
nition of the gradual growth of a 


aggressive showmanship of a first- 
rate professionalism. 
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By HORACE SCHWERIN 


RESEARCH DIRECTOR, RAYMOND SPECTOR CO., INC. 








AUTHOR'S PREFACE 


A fundamental change has swept the advertising industry. 

The change continues to make progress. The trend is away 
from ‘wining-dining’ and ‘diamond stick-pin’ salesmanship. 

Guessing is being reduced as Research gains greater ac- 
ceptance and -use. 

At this moment Research is attacking the problem of in- 
fluencing masses from many angles. At the Raymond Spector 
Agency studies on magazine and newspaper circulation are 
being made. Story and ad readership is regularly checked. 
Political attitudes and opinions are accurately polled.* 

Noteworthy success has been obtained in the field of pre- 
testing various types of publication advertising, and many 
agencies include this type of research as a regular service 
to their clients. 

But one field has been largely neglected—the field of radio. 
While the size of any program’s audience can be measured, 
liftle or nothing has been done to determine how and why 
the public reacts to radio in the manner it does. The pre-, 
testing of radio programs and commercials is still in the 
infant stages. 

‘Radio requires showmanship’ is the oft repeated cry. Per- 
haps this self-evident truth has been a taboo forbidding in- 
vestigation. But since the success or failure of showmanship 
is predicated on how people react, the subject is just as vul- 
nerable to research as any other problem that hinges on 
mass behavior. 

Therefore, our research efforts at the Raymond Spector 
Agency have been dedicated to finding out more about ‘show- 
manship’, so that radio advertising and programs may be 
made more effective. Time and effort proved that new re- 
search tools have to be developed for this job. 

The Spector Agency’s years of work on this cannot be com- 
pressed into reasonably short space, so all that we can hope 
to do is to present the highlights of what we have found, and 
to give an idea of the basic theories which seem to underline 
all broadcast material (whether advertising or entertaining). 

Certain of our findings, moreover, are confidential to the 
clients of the agency, and therefore cannot be released. 

In this report we will show: 








1. How the public reacts while listening to various 
types of radio programs. 

2. How to increase the number of people who listen 
to your commercials. 

3. How to gain more regular listeners to your program. 

4. How to determine in advance what material should 





be stressed and what omitted in your program. 
5. Where to place commercial announcements so that 
they will be most effective. 
6. How to evaluate the propaganda effect of your! 
program. 
7. How to edit news. 
8. How to make your programs and commercials sell 
more merchandise. 
The purpose of this series is to help you to carry out 
the showman’s goal: ‘Give the public more of what it likes; 
less of that which it dislikes.’ 














* For a comprehensive survey of the scope and direction of Research, see Dr. | 
Paul Felix Lazarsfeld’s ‘Studies in Philosophy and Social Science.’ 
Wh Y P ? 

0 fens fo Your rogram: 
Who listens to your program? And so we find that just as For- 


Not HOW MANY people listen, but} Tune Macazine has an entirely dif- 
WHAT PEOPLE. That is the first) ferent type of reader than TRUE 
question to answer if you would im-| Srory, and just as the type of reader 
prove your radio entertainment and for all magazines and newspapers is 
commercials. It is the starting point | predicated on the publication’s basic | 
of showmanship. appeal and availability, so the na-| 
Obviously all people are not the ture of a radio program determines | 
same. Some of their differences can| Who of the available audience will | 
be categorized and the population | be most apt to listen to it. 
broken down into groups. There are Whether or not a group listens | 
men and women, young people and regularly to your program depends | 
older ones, rich and poor, white and! chiefly on how much that group | 
Negro, city dwellers and rural, sick | wants to hear what you present. A| 
and healthy, to name just a few. It) program of health talks which we} 
is apparent that these different) have investigated, for example, at-| 
groups do not all like and dislike the | tracted a large number of sick list- | 
Same things—nor are they favor-|eners. Why these people were in- 
ably or adversely affected by the, terested in health is apparent. Of- | 
same things. ten, however, the reasons are more 
Most men, for example, would not | complex and more difficult to find. 
be interested in a program of | But for any program, it can be defi- 
kitchen recipes; few inhabitants of | nitely stated that there exist certain | 
Manhattan would listen to directions! groups who are most likely to listen 
on how to raise a bumper crop of| regularly. 
corn, Those people who are most apt to 











| Analyzer is used, let us 


| were observed to have tears in their 


j|recorded and is played by a ma- 


| ing. 


listen to any given program we term | 
that program’s primary audience. 


It should be noted here that we 
are speaking only of the REGULAR 
audience, the people who tune in 
the program more or less regularly. 
At this time, we are not concerned 
with the large transient audience 
which may ‘happen’ to tune in on 
a program occasionally. 


"AUDIENCE CHARACTERISTICS | 














The eharacieristics of a program’s | 
primary audience can be discovered | 
and described on a number of dif- | 
ferent levels: 


| a. Puysicat—including age, sex, in-| 


come, height, genetics, marital | 
state, family, weight. 
b. PsycHo.ocicat—including gregari- 


ousness, vocation, self-asser- 
tion, sex-desire, curiosity, hob- 
bies. 


c. ENVIRONMENTAL—including race, 
location, religion, cultural 
background, upbringing, local 
custom. 

By way of example, the primary 
audience for a program of old-time 
song favorites was found to be: 

1. Women. 


2. Sentimentally 
ally) inclined. 

3. Over 40 years of age. 

4. From middie income groups. 

Since every program selects a 
definite and definable audience of its 
own, a study of listener reactions 
can only be valid if it is carried out 
on the program’s primary audience. 

If, in other words, your program 
is listened to primarily by middle- 
aged housewives, then your subjects 
for testing the program must be 
chosen from that group. Or if the 
program appeals primarily to farm- 
ers there is no value to finding out 
what the reactions of city dwellers 
are. 

The practical value of knowing 
not only how many, but who listens 
to your program is self-evident. 

A program which appeals to men 
cannot be expected to sell lipstick. 

A children’s program won't sell 
razors. 

Insufficient analysis of these fun- 
damentals of broadcasting has re- 
sulted in many costly fiascos. 


A TYPICAL TEST 


To understand how the Program 


(not romantic- 





follow a 


typical test. 

Our subjects are gathered in one | 
of WOR'’s studios. For the past 45 
minutes they have been relaxed and 
talking about themselves ‘and their 
ideas. The people about them are no 
longer strangers, for they have been 
introduced and have indicated where 
they live. The discussion has been 
informal and seems to have moved 
without plan over the general field | 
of radio. 

This preliminary period is de-| 
signed to establish rapport, to make 
our subject ‘feel at home.’ That it 
does just that was. preven -when 17% | 
of our audience actually on hearing | 
a sentimental memories program 





eyes. 
Now the test is introduced and 
the subjects are each given a pair 


of buttons, one to hold in each hand | 


|and instructions on when to press | 


either button. A short practice pe- | 
riod to take away any feelings of | 
strangeness, and we are ready to 
present the program. This has been 


chine, invisible to the audience, 
thus giving the same general con- 
ditions as obtained when listen- 
ing to a broadcast at home. 

The program completed—in this 
case, a 15-minute newscast—the 
resultant tape is brought to the re- 
search man in charge of the meet- | 





He. notices, for example, a defi- 
nite fall in interest at a point about 
14 minutes after the program’s be- | 
ginning. That portion of the pro- 
gram is played again to recall it to} 
the subjects. In our example, it 
turns out to be news of the stock 
market. 

“Why,” he asks, turning to one of 
the subjects, ‘did you press the red 
button at this point?’ | 

‘I don’t have any stock, so I’m 





THE PROGRAM ANALYZER 


——___ 


How the Audience’s Reaction Is Recorded 


The methods which we use to measure and analyze the audience's re- 
action while listening to a program we term the Audience Reaction Test. 
Much of the information for the Audience Reaction Test is obtained with 
a mechanical recording instrument known as the ‘Program Analyzer.’* 


|This device makes a continuous record of a listener’s reactions while 


listening to a radio program. 
The machine, itself, is simple. Subjects are given two buttons: one for 
each hand. One of these buttons is green; the other red. When the sub- 





ject is favorably impressed by the program, he presses the green button. 
When his reaction is unfavorable, he presses the red. Should his or her 
feelings tend to be neutral, no button is pressed. Hence there are three 
types of reactions obtained—favorable—unfavorable—and neutral. 

Whenever a button is pressed down or released, that fact is recorded 
on a moving tape. By synchronizing the tape with the program, we ob- 
tain an unbroken record of the subject’s reactions to every part of the 
program. 


* A mechanical device developed by Dr. Paul Felix Lazarefeld of the Office of Radio 


Research, Columbia University, and Dr. Frank Stamton, Director of Research, Columbia 


Broadcasting System, who have made it exclusively available to the Spector agency. 





terviewing is to find out WHY our 
|subjects have reacted as they have. 
Another says, ‘A news program | Sometimes, it is necessary for such 
is no place to be bothered by/| questioning to be done in private, 
monotonous stuff like that. I have| one subject at a time. For other 
stock, but I’m not that interested.’| topics, we have found public in- 
But here is a man who pressed | terviewing gives us the same an- 


not interested in that sort of thing,’ 
the subject answers. 


the green button, indicating a/|Swers. 

strong interest. ‘Yes,’ he says, How does a listener respond— 

| ‘I'm interested in what the stock intellectually and emotionally—to a 

market does because I think it} radio program? 

shows what’s going to happen in Each listener evidences a series 

business.’ of varying reactions during the 
The prime purpose of such in- 

















(Continued on page 37) 


~ Research and Showmanship 


Horace Schwerin, as author, and Variety, as the publi- 
cation involved, associate themselves in one emphasized 
warning: radio research is not, and cannot be, a substi- 
tute for imagination or creative ability. No conclusions 
of research can supplant those skills and talents of writ- 
ing, directing and interpreting that which is the essence 
of what Variety has long urged upon the broadcast-ad- 
vertising trade, namely, showmanship. 

‘Do’s’ and ‘Don’ts,’ warnings and recommendations are 
legitimate fruit of radio research. As such they may 
invaluably supplement creative ability. It would be a 
lamentable misunderstanding of ‘Doc’ Schwerin’s data to 
believe it constituted any panacea for showmanship prob- 
lems or a shortcut, with eyes closed, to guaranteed popu- 
larity ratings. Call it instead an error-spotter. 
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THE ‘NEWS’ IS HARDLY BELIEVABLE, BUT 
| OTHERWISE FRENCH RADIO IS SNAPPIER 





TY ] 
Nepotism and Favoritism Eliminated With Better Fernando Wagner’s Actors 
Entertainment Resulting—French Still Tune In 


England and U.S.A. for Their Facts 





— 


(This report from Vichy should | 
be read in the light of other re- 
ports that the Nazis want an out- | 
ward show of some of the well- | 
known ‘French gaiety’—Ed.) 





Vichy, June 13. 

One year to the day since the col- 
lapse of France at least one aspect 
of French life is improved. French | 
broadcasting is, on the whole, con- 
siderably better with the exception 
of the newscasts, which are, of 
course, Nazi ‘interpretations’ from 
start to finish. Frenchmen neither} 
believe nor much concern them- 
selves with the Nazi-colored news 
but they do find the radio programs | 
of an entertainment character con- 
siderably brightened in variety and 
quality compared to pre-war condi- 
tions. This is less surprising when 
it is recalled that France was, in a 
radio sense, definitely a baekward 
nation and its broadcasting was 
marred by nepotism, favoritism, 
Gallic carelessness and general dis- 
in‘erest. 

The first thing the Germans did 
after the Armistice was to silence 
all French stations. In September, 
however, the Nazi Armistice Com- 
mission permitted the French sta- 
tions to broadcast musical and en- 
tertairnment programs again. The 
French argued for news and finally 
got the Germans to relax somewhat 
and permit news under German 
censors. 

Tixier Vignoncour, placed _ in 
charge of French radio, and Jean 
Antoine of the news _ broadcasts. 
These and other sudvord rates col- 
laborated in a sincere effort to im- 
prove the quality of the vrograms. 
They succeeded in all fields except 
news, where deterioration continued. 

Frenchmen disgustedly turn off 
the -radio when the French an- 
nouncer begins to give the Nazi 
news of the day. A feW listen so as 
to compare it with the foreign news 
broadcasts. Although frowned upon, 
most Frenchmen with fairly good 
sets daily listen to London and to 
America. French in North Africa 
especially tune to NBC, New York; 
WCEO, Schenectady, and WRUC, 





Boston, to hear America’s interpre- 
tation of the news. 

Today Vignancour is out as a re- 
sult ef the constant Vichy reshuf- 
flings and Jean Antoine is in charge. 
He has an ambitious program to im- 
prove the programs even more. His 
air is to make the government-con- 
trolled stations more popular and 
palatable to Frenchmen than the 
private broadcasters of prewar days. 
He and others admit that before the 
war the private stations were far 
more popular than the politically 
ridden national stations where red 
tape, graft and other abuses 
rampant. 

Antoine has Pierre Jaboune and 
Paul Gilson for news. Emanuel 
Bondeville heads musical prograrns; 
Pierre Sabatier, theatre; Paul Bas- 
tine, lyrical programs, with Maitre 
Paul Paray directing the symphonic 
orchestras. There are orchestras in 
Vichy, Lyons, Marseilles and Tou- 
louse under the respective batons of 
Reynaldo Hayn, Henri Tomasi. Jean 
Clergue and Alfred Cortot, who is 
also counsellor to Admiral Darlan 
for French radio. 

It is now planned to give broad- 
casts where the public will be ad- 
mitted for variety, music and other 
types of entertainment broadcasts. 
All admissions will ga to Red Cross 
and War Prisoners’ funds. 

Theatre premieres in Paris are 
being broadcast. Jean Cocteau’s 
‘Machine a Acriere’ was the latest 
legit opening to be sent over a spe- 
cial hookup for radio audiences all 
over France. 


were 





ROMAGUERA TURNS PROF 


Cincinnati, July 8. 
Oscar H. Romaguera, director of 
publicity for WLWO, Crosley’s short- 
waver, has been appointed professor 
of Spanish of the night division of 
Xavier University, Cincy. 
He’s a Cuban. 





Robert Weede, Met baritone, set 
for the Coca-Cola hour on July 20. 


O’Daniel to Senate 


Austin, Texas, July 8. 
Governor W. Lee O’Daniel, who 
three years ago was a salesman 
plugging with hillbilly music and 
songs of his own compositi®n, was 
the victor in the race for a succes- 
sor to fill the U.S. senate seat va- 


| cated by the death of Morris Shep- 


pard. His original election as gov- 
ernor astounded the politicians. 
During the last two weeks of the 
senatorial campaign O’Daniel used 
radio extensively, his talks being 
aired by direct line each day over 
10 Texas stations, one in Mexico and 


one in Shreveport, Louisiana. 





In English Over XEQ 


Mexico City, July 8. 

Latin American radio hour of 
the local municipal government 
shifted from XEB to larger XEQ so 
that a wider audience can be 
reached. XEQ, the civic government 
figured, is conditioned to reach 
many more Americans, the audience 
at which this program is aimed. 

Music and newscasting, in English, 
have been added to the program 
which includes excerpts from Amer- 
ican and English plays, adapted to 
the air, by members of Fernando 
Wagner’s Pan-American Theatre, 
headed by Miss Anrelies Morgan 
and Rickey Austin. 

Austin is doing the radio adapta- 
tions. 








Payroll Traffic 





Austin, Texas—KNOW has Jerry 
Fisher for newscasts and he will de- 
vote portion of his time as a sales- 
man. 

New manager of KNOW is Cliff 
Tatom from KCMC, Texarkana. 





Lawrence, Mass. — WLAW has 
made a few additions and: changes 
in its personnel: Billie Noble, staff 
organist, is in charge of publicity; 
Howard Enyard, transferred from 
transmitter in Andover to control 
room; Don Lee assigned to remote 
pick-ups; Ernest Pfeiffer, from re- 
motes to control room, 

Boston—John P. Kelley, WEEI 
control engineer, left for training 
service at Camp Devens, Ayer, Mass. 








Spartanburg, S. C.—Thad Horton, 
formerly with WSPA-WORD com- 
mercial department here, has joined 
WMRC, Greenville, S. C., in adver- 
tising capacity. 





New York City—Arthur Duram, 





—$—. 


+e 


$ 


++ 


formerly sports announcer and 
salesman at WOC, Davenport, and a 
salesman at WCBS, Springfield, 
Mass., has joined the sales force of— 
WHN, New York. He's a brother of 
George Duram, of the Kastor agency, 
Chicago. 

Walter Payne, Leslie Learned, 
William Stahl and James Garigin 
have joined the engineering staff of 
WOR, New York. Payne was for- 
merly with Don Bestor’s orchestra, 
Learned and Stahl were with 
WNYC, New York, and Garigin was 
at WHI, Greenfield, Mass. 





Cincinnati.—Ann La Hay, woman's 
commentator and home economist, 
on KLZ, Denver, for the past four 
years, has joined WCKY and is do- 
ing two 30-minute programs daily. 
She supplants Helen Rees, who has 
been assigned to. special promotion 
work. 

Neal K. Searles, announcer, lately 
with WJBK, Detroit, has joined 
WLW, succeeding Bill Frost, who 
entered military service. 
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Pall Mall Radio Now a Gag 





Not since the days of Lucky Strike’s ‘Be kind to your throat’ have 
stage comics got as big a laugh response as they do now to mention 
of Pall Mall’s radio slogan, ‘Modern Design,’ and its attendant sound 


effects. 


The recorded spot announcements, whick are dinned by in- 


dividual stations as many as 12 times a day, have at least had one 
effect, as far as theatre audiences are concerned. They have become 
proficient in imitating the sound effects, of airplane motors, high- 


speed marine motors, sirens and machinegun firing. 


So comedians 


have found out when cracking about ‘Modern Design.’ 
Among the comedy acts using the Pall Mall slogan for topical gags 
in their stage routines are Danny Kaye and The Revuers. 








FILM STAR PROGRAM 
FROM MEXICO CITY? 


Hollywood, July 8. 

Alejandro Buelna, head of ihe 
Mexican Government Tourist Bu- 
reau, says that at an inter-American 
conference in Mexico City in Sep- 
tember a radio show covering U. S. 
and South America may be framed 
with Hollywood film leaders and 
stars participating. Program would 
be from Mexico City, with pickups 





from Hollywood and New York. He 
knows nothing of National Railways’ 
participation, but naturally will co- 
operate with the Government. 


Despite Jock Whitney’s announced 


,;tabu on further picture junkets to 


Latin-American countries, Buelna 
is hopeful of getting a handful of 
stars for September conference and 
possible radio spread. Buelna is 
here to express Government's grati- 
tude for the junket by film stars to 
Mexico City last April and pass 
around a few gifts to those who 
made the trip. 
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SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF NEWSPAPER 


OWNERSHIP, 


NOT COIN, CONCERNS FCC 





FOLLOW THE CARDINALS 


Special Trek to Chicago Financed by 
Hyde Park Suds Firm 





St. Louis, July 8. 


Because of the fever heat among 
St. Louis fans for the Cardinals who 
are making a bid for the pennant, 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, for Hyde Park 
Breweries, sent its three-man base- 
ball combo to Chicago last week to 
air the double-header between the 
Cards and Cubs on the Fourth. 


France Laux, borrowed from KMOX, | 


Cy Casper, KXOK sportscaster, and 
Gabby Street, analyst, were the trio 
who made the trek. Line charges 


and the expenses of the trip were | 


about $500. 

Additionally a ticker report of the 
Browns-Indians double bill in Cleve- 
land was sandwiched in between in- 

nings of the Chicago fracas. 


 SBaniiinne Set for July 23 Will Delve Into Joint 


(Newspaper-Radio) Contrdl of Information As 
Democratic Danger 





+ one 


No More Time Abroad, In. 


| radio 
Time, Inc. and the Brinckerhoff /minds of the FCC and due for great- 
Studios have settled their ,negoti-| 


J jest attention at the forthcoming 
ations over the continued use of the | hearings to obtain data which will 
ijname Time Abroad, Inc., as 


: * be used in revaluating the present 
| Brinckerhoff subsid. 


; off-and-on-again regulatory policy. 

Tag, Time Abroad, has been elim- Notice of issues for the inquiry 

inated and the subsidiary will be! scheduled for July 23 places prin- 
| known as General Sound Corp. | cipal emphasis on such matters as 
free speech, editorial bias, and domi- 


Spokane.—John Bryson, recent ad- | nation of various methods of purvey- 
dition to station KFPY announcing | 


. |ing information. 
staff, from KGDM, Stockton. The Commish last week announced 


Washington, July 8. 
Social aspects of the newspaper- 
issue are uppermost in the 






































Just how marked the “Move to Mutual” really is, was strikingly demonstrated by the signing 


this June of an additional 10 quarter-hours a week of immediate business by Blackett- 


Sample-Hummert. The accounts, covering virtually all periods of the day, now stand: | 


It’s significant that the largest placers of radio time are drum-majoring the shift to Mutual. 


erica’s ONLY Station- Operated Netwerk 


5 quarter-hours for Aspertane (noon time) 


5 quarter-hours for Anacin 


(early afternoon) 


5 quarter-hours for Ovaltine (late afternoon) 


3 half-hours for Corn Kix 


(evening time) 


that persons wanting to participate 
lin the hearings must file notice of 
appearance by July 18 and outline 
the type of evidence they will pro- 
duce. On its own account, the FCC 
reserved the right to ‘call witnesses 
in its discretion to present various 
sides of the problem,’ adding it will 
offer statistical and documentary 
evidence it considers pertinent and 
will ‘invite’ other participants to 
provide similar data ‘as occasion 
requires.’ 

In outlining the topics it wants to 
explore, the Commis: set forth five 
which are purely social in nature 
and two that are both social and 
economic. Altogether 10 items will 
be taken up, including the factual 
proposition of the degree of news- 
paper influence and the factors 
causing persons interested in pub- 
lishing to dabble in radio. 

Though the incentive for the hear- 
ing was the Commission’s desire to 
‘\lay down a firm policy which will 
prevent any undesirable develop- 
ments in the frequency modulation 
field, the data will be used also in 
deciding what attitude to take in the 
future toward standard broadcast 
stations that now are owned by or 
tied up with the journalistic fra- 
ternity and toward publishers want- 
ing to buy or build outlets in the 
standard band. 


Concerned 


The regulators evinced great con- 
cern about the possibility newspaper 
interests have acquired radio sta- 
tions in order to strengthen their 
position as guides of public think- 
ing. Though they have taken the 
stand that radio stations cannot have 
editorial policies, the kilocycle cops 
reflected feeling that press Owner- 
ship of radio stations is contrary to 


public welfare because it curtails 
debate or distorts reporting. 

In the social caterory er the fol- 
lowing matters on which the 
Commish particularly wans infor- 
mation: 

1. Whether joint association of 


newspapers and transmitters ‘tends 
or may tend to prejudice the free 
and fair presentation of public issues 
and information over the air or to 
cause editorial bias or distortion or 
to inject editorial policy or dttitude 
into the public service of licensees. 
2. Whether there is or may be 
either restriction or distortion in 
broadcasting of news, if sources of 
news are unduly limited; or relations 
between newsgathering services and 
outlets are affected adversely. 


3. Whether newspaper ownership 
i‘has or may have any effect upon 
freedom of access to the radio forum 
for the discussion of public issues.’ 

4. If there is or may be ‘an undue 
concentration of control over the 
principal media for public com- 


munication.’ 

The regulators indirectly acknowl- 
edged there is something to be said 
in behalf of newspaper interest in 
the radio business. One of the items 
on the agenda is the question 
whether radio programs are im- 
proved because newspapers can sup- 
ply better facilities and more skilled 
personne] to obtain and pour out in- 
formation and opinion, 

On the economic side, the regula- 
tors want to know whether close re- 
lations restrict competition between 
stations, lead to monopoly of radio 
facilities, or give more stability to 
outlets by assuring .the support of 
the press owners. The general mo- 
nopoly question also was injected, 
with the Commish asking for facts 
about the effect of affiliation on 
‘concentration of control over broad- 
cast facilities or the use thereof.’ 
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on its exclusive series of articles, beginning in 
this issue, describing the Listeners Conference 


! experiments conducted in the studios of WOR, 


in New York. 


NOTE: Watch WOR for other important audi- 


ence activity reports to be released very shortly. 





that power-full station 





TELEVISION'S PIONEER SPONSORS 


As of last Tuesday (July 1), it was legal to have advertising sponsorship 
of television programs in America, Because it was legal NBC solicited its 
radio adwertisers to try the new medium and three sponsors accepted, 
Thus NBC had some commercials to start off commercial television. This 
was Tuesday. On Wednesday and thereafter NBC television schedules 
were about where they have been since 1939—filling in time. 

Mixed into the premiere night of commercial television was a Soldier 
Show (reviewed below) and ceremonies in celebration of the successful 
culmination of the recent $11,000,000 fund drive for the United Service Or- 
ganizations which will hereafter operate canteens, etc., at or near our 
Army camps. The ceremonies televised the faces of such personages as 
Thomas E. Dewey, Walter Hoving, Admiral Andrews, Col. Lord, Mrs. Win- 
throp Aldrich and Mrs. Ogden L. Mills. There was nothing to say about the 
ceremonies except that the two ladies had a startled where-am-I look when 
they got the cue to talk and the scripts of all the speakers were written in 
that dull, logrolling monotone characteristic. of organization officers con- 




















gratulating each other. 


More detailed comment on commercial television’s first night follows: 





With Bill Slater, Edith Spencer, Dan 
Seymour 

Audience Participation 

SPRY (Levers) 

Once Only, July 1, 1941 

WNBT (NBC), New York 


(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 


Uncle Jim’s (Bill Slater) Question 
Bee, one of the innumerable audi- 
ence participation programs on the 
radio and neither worse nor better, 
entertainment-wise, than its con- 
temporaries, was fortified by another 
sponsored personality of the same 
sponsor, Aunt Jenny’ (Edith 
Spencer), for this one-time experi- 
ment by Ruthrauff & Ryan in tele- 
vision production. Uncle Jim’s was 
able to call itself the first advertis- 
ing-sponsored television quiz pro- 
gram in history. It was first by 
about one hour, Ralph Edwards’ 
‘Truth and Consequences’ being a 
later offering of the premiere eve- 


ning. 
Probably weet of television’s 
booking difficulties, the guests who 
had been announced, Lionel Stander 
and Gloria Stuart, did not show up. 
Instead Allen Prescott, an experi- 
enced radio program emcee, and an 
artist’s model chosen apparently at 
the last minute for her photogenic 
features rather than any probable 
ability to help along a quiz, were 


UNCLE JIM’S QUESTION BEE ° 





substituted. There was also an ‘out-| 
sider’ couple. 

The effect of television upon an| 
audience participation show may be} 
said to be twofold: (1) the oa 
ants acquire a visual ‘personality,’ 
offsetting the fact they seldom seem 
to have any microphone personality 
unless they’re plants; and (2) the | 
child-like nature of quizzes is made | 
doubly evident. It might be fair to} 
deduce that television would en-}| 
hance the appeal of this sort of thing 
to those already interested and 
drive away everybody else. But 
television does have an ‘eavesdrop- 
ping’ quality like a party-line tele- 
phone and homo sapiens usually dote 
upon listening in on other people’s 
conversations. So there you have a 
confused picture, a politician’s yes- 
but-on-the-other-hand-no kind of re- 
port. Which is probably the story | 
of television as of its ‘commercial’ 
beginning, July 1, 1941. 





It was pretty artificial and self- 
conscious striving when the whole 
group gathered around Aunt Jenny’s 
table where a Spry-made chocolate 
layer cake was cut. Uncle Jim, an-| 
nouncer Dan Seymour, the artist’s 
model, Allen Prescott and the visit- 
ing couple all awkwardly nibbled at 
the cake as Aunt Jenny, without a 
hint of self-consciousness, kept tak- | 
ing bows for her prowess as a cook. | 

Aunt Jenny (Edith Spencer) is 
okay for television. This is not sur-| 
prising as she was_ undoubtedly 
picked in the first place because she 
shows up in magazine layouts as the 
perfect prototype of the kitchen- 
proud American homekeeper. As a 
case of type-casting the advertisirg 
world has in Aunt Jenny out-Holly- 





wooded Hollywood. Not only does 
this actress look (wearing specs), 
dress (bungalow aprons, etc.) and 
appear (affable, energetic, work- 
man-like) like the incarnate copy- 
writer’s concept of all American 
toilers-over-hot-stoves, but she is 
able to read lines 100% in charac- 
ter. She’s a clinical study in beau- 
tiful good-selling hokum. 

But Aunt Jenny, the next time she 
cuts a chocolate layer cake over 
television, will have to remember 
not to lick the cake-knife with her 
mouth and then offer to cut her 
guests another slice with the same 
knife. 

The program was panned on and 
off commercially by a closeup of 
Dan Seymour, a mite silly-feeling, 
holding a can of the shortening 
grease made by Levers. Seymour 
_— attractively as does Uncle 
im. 





LOWELL THOMAS 
Newscast 
15 Mins. 
SUNOCO 
Once only, July 1 
WNBT (NBC), New York 
(Roche, Williams, Cunnyngham) 
The regular Sunoco newscast at 
6:45 P.M. was doubled for television. 
In other words, while he was giving 
his digest of the news tickers, 
Thomas was also under the fire of 
the iconoscope. Television presented 
a picture of him broadcasting. 
Added for television fore and aft 
were closeups of cans of Sunoco oil. 


|There is nothing very glamorous 


about these cans or about men read- 
ing either news digests or commer- 
cials from scripts. But the value of 
news to television as to radio—and 
other media—cannot be questioned. 
It is a standard commodity of human 
interest. 

Thomas has appeared before the 
tele cameras before and was at 
home. He ‘photographs’ okay, 
mustache and eyebrows and abun- 
dant hair framing a clear picture for 
black and white. 





‘TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES’ 
With Ralph Edwards 

IVORY SOAP 

Once Only, July 1, 1941 

WBNT (NBC), New York 


(Compton) 


This was a second question-asking 
program in an evening of dullish, 
slow-paced, unedited, time-ignoring 
telecasts. By the time the Ralph 
Edwards session began along about 
10:30 p.m. the viewers must have 
been pretty biah from it all. (It was 
a beastly hot night to make it worse 
and 525-line television doesn’t get 
ideal results on 441-line sets.) 

There were the same kind of 
camera closeups of Ivory Soap as of 
Sunoco and Spry containers earlier. 
There was a staged bit of hoke 
about what beautiful hands one gal 


(Continued on page 34) 
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RATES Are RIGHT! 
For Full Particulars Write: 
COL. JIM HEALEY 
5 TURNER PLACE 
ALBANY, NEW YORK 


be PRS NERE NTR 


~NEW YORK 
154 W. 46th St. 





Lorillard Buys Healey 


Schenectady, June 24. 
P. Lorillard Co. will sponsor Jim 
mle | Healey on a thrice weekly quarter- | 
hour of commentafy, Poetry and | 
Philosophy over WGY, Schenectady 
starting July 7, at 


Lennen & Mitchel] is the agency. 


It's a two-way 
dium which he use 


Leighton & Nelson, 
write: "We, of course, i 
response for this radio 








Col. “Jim” Healey 


Albany, N. Ye. 
June 27, 1942 


Variety 
154 West 46th Street, 
New York City 


Gentlemen: 


Recently, I used the columns of your 
valuable magazine, to announce that I was 
available for a network or spot job as a 
commentator, I did so anticipating only a 
mfew response "leads", 


Within ten days after publication I 
received at least forty letters from agencies 
and five definite proposals, 


Beginning July 7th I will do a three- 
times-a-week morning commentary for P. Loril= 
lard Company's "Union Leader", over WGY, Schen- 


ectady. 


I have always been sold on VARIEVY as a 
medium for artists and agencies, But the "pull" 
in this instance was surprisingly terrific, even 
for VARIETY. 


I thought you'd like an expression of real 
appreciation, although the value of your great 
publication as an advertising medium must have 
been known to you. 











| 





Very cordially, 
a 


— 
JTH/LKS 
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Much US. Talk, Little Action in BA. 





Argentinians Hardly More Aware of Yankee Short- 
wave Activities Than a Year Ago 


_— 


Buenos Aires, July 1. 

Despite flood of talk, all sorts of 
personal inspection jaunts by top- | 
ranking officials and announcement | 
of extensive plans for every kind of 
radio Pan-Americanizing, from re- 
vival meetings to jive sessions, U. S. 
international short-waving to South 
America has shown no great im- 
provement in the last 10 months 
and is still a long way off the mark 
in the opinion of a majority of com- 
petent observers here. 

Constructive criticism falls 
these divisions: 

1. While many improvements have 
been made both in power and pro- 
gramming, of DX transmitters aim- 
ing at South America, the average 
dialer—even in Buenos Aires, largest 
and richest of the Latin capitals— 
has a hard time tuning in. To get 
the States, requires a set that’s be- 
yond the budget of the ordinary 
listener and even with a fairly strong 
receiver, being sure of getting a pro- 
gram is difficult, often impossible. 

2. Although joint advertising by 
U. S. broadcasters in the South 
American press was announced 
months ago, U. S. DX programs are 
still rarely advertised here. Eliza- 
beth Arden, Kolynos toothpaste and 
Republic Steel are among the few 
who have done anything in this line. 
These firms have carried display ad- 
vertising in quite a number of B. A. 
papers which was punchy and could 
be seen. Kolynos, in particular, with 
a series of ads describing DX pro- 
grams with Jean Sablon, who is pop- 
ular throughout Latindom, drew 
much favorable attention. In B. A. 
and most other places short-wave 
programs—even standard wave list- 
ings—are not carried in the daily 


into 


able increase in listeners to U. S. 
shortwave. 

4. Many U. S._ stations, it 
claimed, feel that if they receive a 
fairly large quantity of mail from 
short-wave listeners they have man- 
aged to click. What's forgotten, ob- 
servers here insist, is that current 
listening audiences represent only a 
very small part of what's available. 
And that most listeners now tuning 
the States are already generally pro- 
Yanqui in sentiment. The group 
that must be reached, especially if 
radio is to play a more important 
part in Pan-American Solidarity, is 
the group that is relatively passive, 
willing to listen to both sides. 

5. Broadcasting important speeches 
by Roosevelt and other high officials 
is o.k. as far as it goes, but it’s not 
enough. Such speeches as President 
Roosevelt’s recent proclamation of a 
state of national emergency (carried 
over a tremendous Latin hookup) 
have in themselves a tremendous in- 
terest for South American listeners, 
in which radio helps but in which 
it acts only as another information 
disseminating agency. Where radio 
can do a better Pan-American job 
and one that no one else can do, is 
using its drawing power to get across 
to Latins with the sort of talk that 
wouldn’t be heard otherwise. 


6. What’s needed, it’s stated here, 
is firstly, more direct contact with 
South America through the estab- 
lishment of local offices and, sec- 
ondly, more action and less talk. Ob- 
servers point out that no other ma- 
jor industry doing any business in 
South America attempts to carry on 
its business by remote control as 
does radio. 

One Example 


is 





press. Without ads, there’s no way 
to find out what’s on from the States 
except through one or two radio fan 
magazines of comparatively small 
circulation and none too great re- 
liability. 

3. Although everyone who has 
looked over the situash has agreed 
that for building a sizeable audience 
the most important requirement is 
re-transmission of U. S. programs 
over S. A. stations, few such have 
appeared. Questioning of Argentine 
listeners by advertising agencies, lo- 
cal stations, Embassy officials, and 
by Variety, has disclosed no notice- 


The one regular U. S. DX re- 
transmission now being heard in 
Argentina is a 15-minute news 


broadcast which goes on nightly at 
11 on Radio Mitre (LR 6) and 
the Primera Cadena de Broadcast- 
ing chain of 11 interior stations. 
Local sponsor is the U. S. Chamber 
of Commerce in the Argentine Re- 
public, made up of some 165 North 


billing. 





American firms doing biz here. U. S. 
owned Union Telefonica—thé Bell 
system of Argentina—also shares the 


Program has won much favorable 
attention and is cited as an example 
of what the U. S. must do to win 


listeners. Facts are given without 
comment, but carefully compiled. 
Emphasis, originally on the war, has 
| been shifted to a concentration on 
| the U. S. since listeners here feel 
| they already have an abundance of 
| war news primarily through Amer- 
| ican news agencies and want more 
| Yank talk from the Yanks. 

| News is culled from leading 
agency dispatches, edited in New 
York so as to make a running story 
| insofar as possible, a great improve- 
ment over the flash bulletin style of 
newscasting customary here. An- 
1ouncer is a real Argentine with the 
kind of accent which local tuners 
enjoy. Chief fault registered so far 
against the program is that it has 
not been advertised. Apparently be- 
cause at first there was some fear 
that permission for the re-transmish 
might be denied because of goevern- 
mental maximums on time allowed 
for re-broadcasts of news events. 
Until this is done, however, ob- 
servers believe the program will 
never attract any great audience, es- 
pecially since it competes with 
| seven news broadcasts being offered 
at the same hour and since the sta- 
tion used is admittedly not one of 
the biggest or best. 


and a three-minute NBC nightly 
news cast—included in an early eve- 
ning world roundup on _ Radio 
Splendid—(LR 4) are the only regu- 
larly skedded retransmissions from 
the States to be carried in B. A. 
Checkup of programs handled on all 
18 B. A. stations during the past 10 
months shows that aside from the 
Republic Steel series, several prize 
fights, blow-by-blow, with com- 
mentary in Spanish, and a few odds 
and ends such as the two-way Rotary 
Club broadcast, several NBC Satur- 
day night retransmissions on Radio 
Mitre, and a special program to 
carry a speech by the Argentine 
Minister of Finance, there has been 
nothing else. 


A four times weekly Standard Oil 
Sponsored program of _ day-late 
scripts of Raymond Gram Swing 
translated into Spanish is carried on 
Radio Espectador, Montevideo— 
easily tuned by short-wave but 
hard to get in Argentina by standard 
wave programs is also carried on 
Radio Carmelo located just across 
the River Plate, about 85 miles 
above B. A. 


On both retransmissions and 
direct DX, both London and Ber- 
lin have done far better than the 
States in advertising, publicity and 
signal strength. Not only in Argen- 
tina but all South America. Largest 
clipping service for all of South 
America during a recent month re- 
vealed steady advertising for Ger- 
man broadcasts especially in Chile, 





= 











Peru, and other west coast coun- 
tries. There was also small but 
regular use of newspaper space to 
advertise English DX regulars and 
news stories on special broadcasts, 
but practically nothing about U. S. 
radio broadcasting except some pub- 
licity handout from General Electric 
and boiler plate supplied by N.E.A., 
U. S. news feature syndicate. 


Hitler’s Kin 























Chamber of Commerce programs | 
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London, June 20. 
Comedian Tommy Handley to head 
a new variety show. He clicked 
with his previous vaude gang ‘It’s 
That Man Again.’ 





in a new musical play. 





John Gielgud will bolster his 
brother Val’s BBC Radio Dept. with 
three mike appearances during sum- 
mer months. Actor will air Shakes- 
peare and one straight play. 





Vic Oliver-Sarah Churchill airer 
is tagged ‘Happy Days.’ Comedian 
relaxed from ‘Hi Gang’ when show 
folded for the summer. New series 
will go out fortnightly, six half- 
hour sessions. 





Phyllis Neilson-Terry pacted by 
BBC for two more radio dates. Will 
do ‘Trilby’ and ‘Love Passes By,’ 
stage vehicles which have served her 
previously. 





George Graves will head the cast 
for ‘Baron Munchausen,’ scripted by 
Henrik Ege with music by Henry 
Reed, around the notorious fibber. 





Gerry Wilmott’s ‘Sunday Matinee,’ 
upped to night spotting. Takes over 
the ‘Hi Gang’ time. 





Clifford and Marion to guest with 
Sunday night ‘Happidrome.’ Vaude 
pair make it their first radio date in 
a long time, road occupying them in 
between. 





‘Helter Shelter’ returns to the air 


for the summer, same cast plus 
Bertha Wilmott, warbler. Musical 
show centers a mythical air-raid 


shelter—if that’s not something to 
try and make popular. 





Firth Shepherd’s ‘Up and Doing’ 
airs an excerpt for BBC. Radio will 
run a line into revue’s current West 
End location, the Saville theatre. 





‘Record Time’ will run a year and 
then fold for the summer. Clearing 
house for messages to soldiers from 
sweethearts and wives. 





Lilli Palmer drew the bid from 
‘Close Up.’ Actress is currently with 
‘Nop Time For Comedy’ in West End, 
and admits to plenty trouble making 
sure English comedy doesn’t get a 
Viennese accent. 





Adele Dixon airing in a specially 
written radio musical. 

Noel Coward has missed being 
heard in his last three radio book- 
ings since returning this side. Tech- 
nical trouble took out his Saturday 
afternoon biographical piece. 








Extended hour of daylight has 








Continued from page l=—aee 


engagement to tell all about her 
Nazi brother-in-law and was accom- 
panied by members of the musical 
revue to provide background, while 
she told of his habits, characteristics 
and alleged sex life, 


Frank Robertson, of New York, 
manager of ‘The Singing Sweet- 
hearts,’ one of the musical units, ac- 
companied the girls to City Hall to 
explain their plight to police. He 
showed a contract signed in New 
York by a Mr. Jackson, manager of 
Mrs. Hitler, and said they were 
brought here from New York by bus 
and left stranded. The detective bu- 
reau told the girls that since no 
criminal violation was involved they 
were powerless to act. However, 
they were referred to Magistrate 
Aaron London, who reluctantly gave 
the same verdict. 


Two newspapermen started a tour 
of the resort and raised enough from 
night clubs to pay for a bus to take 
the stranded company back to New 
York. 

A. C. amusement operators, while 
expressing sympathy for the troupe, 
Stated that it showed signs of pros- 
perity for show biz, as it is only in 
‘good times’ that road companies are 
stranded. Added this is the first 
time it has happened in this amuse- 
ment center since 1929. 





Carroll Gibbons gets leave from 
the Savoy hotel and Firth Shep- 
herd’s show ‘Up and Doing’ to do 
two weeks for BBC and four weeks 
for General Theatres. 





BBC on the air till 11:15 p.m. with 
| its popular net, a quarter-hour later 
; than hitherto. Other band remains 
at its midnight shutdown, 





‘Let’s Face The Facts,’ a series of 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp., 
published here in book form, includ- 
ing the Dorothy Thompson and 
Alexander Woollcott scripts. 





‘Hi Gang’ threw party to mark 
shutdown after a straight year’s run 
of the air. Bebe Daniels and Ben 


Gene Gerrard making a radio bow | 





London Calling 
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Lyon gathered all the talent who've 
guested on the Sunday night show, 
to come along and cheer. Event is 
airing. 





Athene Seyler doing another revue 
job for BBC. Vehicle tagged ‘Never 
Be Surprised.’ 





Reginald Foort, onetime staff BBC 
organist who went on the road with 
his own show and a special set of 
mechanical pipes, brought the in- 
strument back to BBC when Corp- 
oration’s own organ was bombed. He 
aired for the initialer. 





Kimberly and Page, playing a 
cabaret in the- North, picked up by 
BBC when radio ran a line into the 
night spot. 





Beatrice Lillie in London again and 
being lined up for radio dates, 
Comedienne has just finished an- 
other tour of the troop camps. 





Death of Al Bowlly, crooner, in a 
recent air-raid, sees many requests 
coming into Broadcasting House for 
a special memorial program. He was 
credited with being the Number One 
vocalist here, operating with top 
batoners Lew Stone and Roy Fox, as 
well as a session with Ray Noble, 
Transcription Dept. of BBC may 
comply, checking their stocks for 
shows including the crooner. 





Dorothy Hyson, daughter of 
Dorothy Dickson, guesting on ‘Close 
Up’ and speaking of her 100% Amer- 
ican strain. Actress was born in 
Chicago, but popular conception of 
her is as the typical British girl. 





E. Phillips Oppenheim, in an in- 
terview on his 72d birthday, revealed 
having received a postcard from 
P. G. Wodehouse, now a captive in 
Germany, and indicating humorist 
has just finished another book. ‘I’m 
comfy and well looked after’ said 
Wodehouse. Sez the Nazis, sez 
Oppenheim. 

Bill Down, Over here on war as- 
signment, got a call from Carroll 
Gibbons to fill a spot on batoner’s 
‘Saturday Diversion.” Show has a 
quiz session—Down was_ given 
Variety headline ‘Stix Nix Hix Pix’ 
to translate. 





Wallace Douglas, radio and film 
actor till going into the Army, is an- 
nounced as prisoner of war, seized 
at Calais after fall of France. He's 
now running entertainments for fel- 





low prisoners. Wallace is brother 
of Robert Douglas who quit the stage 
at war outbreak for a pair of Navy 
wings. 





Jack Livesey heads the new serial 
‘On the Run,’ scripted by Howard 
Agg. It’s his third serial in a row. 





Jessie Matthews in for two radio 
guestings recently, ‘Monday at Eight’ 
and ‘Town Hall.’ 

Kenway and Young, radio-made 
comics, are entering vaude, teeing 
off at Coventry. Paift will vacate 
their air ‘Howdy Folks’ unless sesh 
can be waxed ahead of schedule. 

Jack Buchanan wiil head a new 
musical, set for eight weeks. Show 








replaces ‘Piccadixie.’ « 
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Sunday to Saturday — Winter and Summer — From all indications, NBC RED is heading into its 14th 


Any Time is Good Time on NBC RED! consecutive summer of network leadership, with a grand 

parade of programs. Hop on the band-wagon today, and 

Come heat, humidity or plain high water... mow is the take it easy the rest of the summer. For, now as ever, the 
time for all good advertising men to come to the aid of password to worry-free advertising is: 


their Summer, Fall and Winter sales curves—with a liberal 
' "AN IME IS OD TIME ON NB ° 
dose of advertising strategy a4 Ja NBC RED! Here’s why: —- hens ” " — 


The NBC RED All-County Census proves that, nightly, 
41.7% more radio families “listen most’ to NBC RED than to 
any other network. By day, 36.9% more families “listen most” 
to NBC RED than to any other network. Listener loyalty like 
that helps a lot to push most any campaign over the goal line! 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 
A Radio Corporation of America Service 


So-o... if you’re lucky enough to be on NBC RED 
right now, you need only give your contracts a quick once- 
over, then run along to your golfing, your swimming or 
your butterfly-netting. If you’re mot now on “the network 
most people listen to most," cheer up! It’s no trick at all to 
enter the charmed circle. Just reach for your phone and 
relax in the breeze of your fan while we tell you about 
the tested sales-producing opportunities we have in stock. 
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Equity, AFRA, Screen Guild All Are 


Concerned With Television Jurisdiction 


Now that American television has 
the legal right to sell time to spon- 
sors, if sponsors will buy any at this 
stage (which remains dubious), ne- 
gotiations have been resumed be- 
tween the medium and actor union 
groups concerning minimum work- 
ing pay and conditions. Telecasters 
are reminding the unions that its all 
outlay with skimpy prospects of any 
revenue. In the past NBC deficits 
for television have reportedly gone 
as high as $700,000 in a year. RCA- 
NBC were reported to be $10,000,000 
in the bag over the longpull of lab- 
oratory experiment when commer- 
cialism became legal July 1. 

As indicated last season a three- 
way board will serve for the talent, 
Equity, American Federation of 
Radio Artists and Screen Actors 
Guild representatives making up a 
committee. Equity will claim juris- 
diction on the ground that its people 
are essential in the televising of 
plays, a stand that may eventually 
lead to an inter-union scrap. 

Combination committee on tele- 
vision went as far as limiting hours 
of rehearsal for telecasts some years 


* ago, then stopped at the request of 


AFRA, which was then negotiating 
a basic agreement with the radio 
chains. Radio union felt that fur- 
ther palavering might impair its 
progress in securing the pact. Soon 
afterwards Washington stepped in 
and television all but stopped. 


Equity’s View 


Equity concedes that AFRA 
should figure in the television field, 
also that SAG belongs, because mi- 
crophones are used in television and 
that the iconoscope is akin to the 
motion picture camera, AFRA fur- 
ther is important in the new art be- 
cause its system covers radio studios 
and the staff is well qualified to 
check up on possible violations of 
the rules. Equity has no such con- 
tact with the broadcasting plants. 

Matter of revenue is a factor in 
the situation. While Equity is the 
most solid financially of the talent 
unions it feels it should retain tele- 
vision and whatever dues it will 
bring, after having turned over jur- 
isdiction to radio and pictures, then 
helped each of the then new unions 
to become organized. 





KARM, Fresno, Sets Rep 


Chicago, July 8. 

Free & Peters has been appointed 
— reps for KARM, Fresno, 

al. 

Appointment made by Clyde 
Coombs of station which has just 
been granted okay to boost power to 
5,000 watts. 


— 
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tape-measured, narrow space pro- 
duction methods of NBC. 

2. The experimentals at Columbia 
seem to have a basically more prom- 
ising approach to programming in 
terms of showmanship. 

The difference, invidious or not, 
between NBC and CBS television 
production seems to be that NBC is 
formal and CBS is informal, highly 
so. NBC skypictures give the im- 
pression that the engineer runs the 
works. CBS already suggests that 
CBS runs the engineers. This is the 
difference between treating telelvi- 
sion as a science only and treating 
it as an art exploiting a science. 

The informality at CBS, which oc- 
cupies hugh auditorium-like quar- 
ters in Grand Central Terminal, is 
exemplified in numerous small ways, 
but especially in the general atti- 
tude, which represents conscious 
company policy. For example, one 
iconoscope has taken a picture of 
its mate rolling into position for the 
next shot, a close-up. Vaudevillians 
who put on their acts are allowed to 
ad lib and there is a take-it-easy 
quality in everything. The results 
are psychologically beneficial. True, 
CBS has not yet televized anything 
requiring actors to memorize lines, 
or stick to a set dramatic plot. Here, 
perhaps, is where the comparison is 
unfair to NBC, which has faced 
these hardships with time, money, 
staff and other limitations. 


CBS’ Contribution 


CBS greatest production contri- 
bution to television after this in- 
formality technique (or escape- 
from-technique?) is the bank of 
hanging flourescent lights which 
form a shell above the floor. These, 
plus mercury vapors developed by 
General Electric, provide a big and 
ample throw of light over a large 
area in which the dollies can freely 
move and the actors are not roasted 
as under ordinary lighting. (NBC 
has also made considerable progress 
in improved lighting.) 

The control panel at CBS makes a 
provocative spectacle of the modus 
operandi of television. There are 
several images of what the icono- 
scopes are giving to the transmitter 
(Chrysler tower three blocks away) 
and the directing crew wear head- 
phones. Left to right looking out- 
ward down at the lighted floor there 
is (1) a girl secretary keeping the 
log for the FCC, (2) audio engineer 
with headphones (Dick Fay) who 
communicates with the microphone 








boon-operator, ete. (3) assistant 
director Carl Beyer, (4) Director 
Worthington Minor, (5) switcher 
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Bernie Brink, who controls the tref- 
fic of the mobile cameras operated 
by Messrs, Bretz and Benedick, and 
(6) the shader, Albert Harcher, who 
checks the light. 
Exec Heads 

In and about the production floor 
are the executive heads of CBS tele- 
vision, Adrian Murphy, Peter Gold- 
mark, Leonard Hole, Gilbert Seldes. 
| And as a final touch of informality 
there is Dick Coogan who is roving 
master of ceremonies. He may pop 
into the picture at any time to com- 
ment, kibitz with the performers, 
make suggestions. So far as most of 





ing, improvised and synchronized; 
These comments should not be 
taken to imply that CBS has a new 
revolutionary technique, but sim- 
ply to report that it has something 
and its fresh perspective, purposely 
freed of other company tradition, 
may be an excellent, invigorating 
influence on all television. This 
seems true—the basic approach is 
showmanly, not engineering. 


BALABAN-KATZ 
IN TELEVISION 





Chicago, July 8. 
Various stage names appearing at 
the two downtown Balaban & Katz 
theatres which present live talent 
(Chicago and State-Lake) have made 
appearances on the B. & K. tele- 


vision station, W9XBK. Among 
these were Pat O’Brien, Willie 
Shore, Gil Lamb and Blackstone the 
Magician. 

Station set-up is in final stages of 
completion and when finished will 
carry full 15-hour-a-week schedule 
of television programs. A staff of 
eight people headed by William C. 
Eddy, is at the station and have been 
responsible for the actual building 
of much of the equipment. 

A 200 ft. steel tower has been 
erected on the roof of the State- 
Lake Bldg., and a portable broad- 
casting automotive unit has been 
built. Two large studios and one 
small ‘personality’ studio are ready. 





GE’s Tele Going Commersh 


Schenectady, N. Y., July 8. 

When work on General Electric’s 
new television studio, claimed to be 
the largest of its kind in the United 
States, is completed within a few 
weeks, GE plans to enter the com- 
mercial telecasting field with the 
FCC minimum of 15 hours per week. 
Last December, the company discon- 
tinued the broadcasting of loca] tele- 
vision programs over W2XB, Sche- 
nectady, after 18 months of experi- 
mentation. 

Equipment to include two cameras 
on movable dollies, one stationary 
camera, a microphone’ extension 
boom allowing complete control of 
position and angle of the mike from 
off-set, etc. A 128-foot steel tower, 
on which are mounted relay an- 
tennas to carry the programs to the 
transmitting station in the Helder- 
bergs, is near a rear corner of the 
structure. To protect the antennas 
from the elements, they are enclosed 
by a wooden box which can be 
electrically heated. 


IOWA RADIO STUDENTS 
GET STATION TRIALS 


Iowa City, July 8. 

Some 11 University of Iowa radio 
students and staff members at 
WSUI, the institution’s radio station, 
joined commercial radio organiza- 
tions as beginners last month. They 
included Marjorie Lester and 
Georgia Bowman, to WLW, Cincin- 
nati; Ray Abel, to NBC, Chicago; 
Lois Ann Russell, NBC, New York; 
Frederick Keller, WASH-WOOD. 
Grand Rapids; Claire Henderlider, 
WMT, Cedar Rapids; Marold Glas- 
pey, KFNF, Shenandoah, Ia.; George 
Moon, KHMO, Hannibal, Mo.; Hugh 





Harper, KSCJ, Sioux City, and 
Marianne Prugh, to the George 
Weber advertising service, Des 
Moines. 


Beverly Barnes received a WLW 
scholarship award. And Fred Conger 
has returned to WBAA, Purdue 
University station, after a year’s 
leave to study. 





George Grim, Minneapolis Star 
Journal eradio director, was forced 
to cancel his radio shows on WCCO 





the items that CBS puts out are 
concerned, the rehearsal and the! 
performance are merged, co-exist- 


Technicians Unions Continue Active. 





Cortract With CBS 


C.1.0. Creates One Big Local for East—ACA Has 


Covering Television 





Technicians unions of both the 
AFL and CIO have recently inten- 
sified their organizing activities in 
the radio industry. Both have al- 
tered their organizational setup to 
some extent and both are carrying on 
intensive drives for new station con- 
tracts. 


Broadcast department the 
American Communications Assn. 
(CIO) has merged its five eastern 
branches in New York, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, Washington and Buffalo 
into a single unit, known as Local 
No. 1, with headquarters in New 
York and jurisdiction east of the 
Mississippi. Graham Dolan, for- 
merly ‘of the Newspaper Guild in 
Chicago, has been appointed organi- 
zer in charge of the new local. 


Union, which takes in all station 
workers in accordance with usual 
CIO practice of a vertical setup, has 
recently signed contracts with 
WNBF, Binghamton, N. Y. (adding 
announcers to the technicians al- 
ready covered in a previous deal); 
WARM, Scranton, Pa. (entire staff, 
including announcers,’ technicians 
and non-production employees); 
WBAX, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. (techni- 
cians), and is _ negotiating with 
WORC, Worcester, Mass. 

ACA is still pushing its NLRB 
case against WOV, New York, but in 
the meantime has obtained other 
jobs for all but one of the techni- 
cians fired by the Bulova station, al- 
legedly for union activity. Single 
exception is an Italian-language an- 
nouncer, whom the union is continu- 
ing to carry on its own relief rolls. 
Leonard Ohl, former ACA organi- 


of 











Television Reviews 


Continued from page 





has and vice versa on another gal. 
And the reason? 

It was pretty hard to believe that 
the contestants were not aid 
stooges. This radio program is a 
broadcast version of the old parlor 
game of forfeits. The horseplay un- 
questionably is responsible for the 
program’s high radio popularity rat- 
ing. 

Television was able to offer all 
who were mechanically equipped to 
see the strange spectacle of an adult 
citizen told to perform a hula-hula 
dance. The production staff wrapped 
him in a grass skirt and he carried 
through with that willingness to play 
the fool which sometimes passes as 
being a good sport. It makes a 
very unpretty picture—if anybody 
cares—of American citizenship in 
1941. But there were more and more 
incredible consequences to come. 
There was, for example, another fat 
gent who was told he was a child. 
He was to prepare to bawl while 
seated on the lap of a middle-aged 
woman, __ ostensibly a complete 
stranger to him. The _ instructions 
were the cue for the prop boys to 
rush a length of cloth between the 
fat gent’s legs and tie him up in a 
diaper. All good clean radio fun, 
but it helped to begin television un- 
der commercial sponsorship on a 
pretty low level. 

May destiny preserve this nation 
from the terrible example of smart- 





| vision if ever organized nationally, 
| this kind of drunk-while-sober be- 


alekism which, with the aid of tele- 


havior represents! Land. 





‘JACK AND THE BEANSTALK’ 
With Lydia Perera, 

John Rupe 
Story with Cartoons 
Afternoon, 3:25 
WCBW (CBS) New York 

Here is an imaginative experiment. 
Using the two television cameras on 
mobile dollies, the story of ‘Jack and 
the Beanstalk’ was begun as a serial. 
Lydia Perera is the story-teller: Ann 
Francis the blonde daughter who 
kneels down by mommy’s chair. 
John Rupe is the animator who 
draws to suit the narrative as the 
story unfolds. It was a pleasant, 
nostalgic reminder in simple—beau- 
tifully simple—terms and it provided 
a first rate sample of fluid, unfet- 
tered approach to the production 


Ann Francis, | 


zer in New York, is now employed 
as a technician at WHOM, Jersey 
City. ind 
Local 1212, the New York chapter 
of the Associated Broadcast Techni- 
cians unit, of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
(AFL) has just signed a new tele. 
vision technician contract with CBs. 
Union already has contracts for tech. 
nicians of regulation broadcasting at 
WABC, WQXR, WEVD, WINS, all in 
New York, and WPAT, new station 
at Paterson, N. J. It is dickering for 
.a contract at WBYN, new outlet in 
Brooklyn. It also has deals with the 
recording companies in New York. 
Lester N. Hatfield was last week 
elected president of Local 1212. 
Other officers named at the same 
time are Robert Elliott, vice-presi- 
dent; Fred Jessee, recording secre- 
tary; Al Moore, treasurer, and T. 
MacLeod, financial secretary. 
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FAIRMONT 


A Fort Industry Market 
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Picture 
This 


WMMN 


RECEIVED 


959 


orders for photograph 
enlargements for a 
Grand Rapids, Mich., 
client IN ONE WEEK. 
That's really an ex- 
pansive approach to 
the enlarging busi- 
ness, and we can do 
the same for you — 
whether you sell pho- 
tographs or phono- 
graphs, noodles or 
needles. 


Ask that old “‘fotog”’ 
John Blair 











problems of television. 

It was amusing and significant how | 
often the cartooning of Rupe, as ex- | 
ecuted before the viewer's eyes,’ 
drew warm chuckles. The icono- 
Scopes trained on and off mother, 
mother and daughter, child,. the ex- 
panding panel of cartoons. Espe- 
cially amusing was Rupe’s sugges- 
tion of what his home and mother | 
looked like to Jack in the beanstalk | 
once he had climbed up to the land 
of make-believe. 

Phillip Booth both writes and di-, 
rects this series, and an intelligent | 





for four-day rest to shake off flu. 


job he does in both, Land. | 
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G.E. Kitchen Give-Away Highlights 
NBC-Lucky Stores Anni Shindig 





San Francisco, July 8. 

NBC’s tie-up with Lucky Stores 
chain for a 10th anniversary cele- 
pration in Oakland Civic Auditorium 
is snowballing to point where it ap- 
pears auditorium’s 11,500-seat capac- 
ity will be inadequate. First an- 
nouncement of show brought 2,000 
ticket requests and affair is still 
three weeks off. 

Uftest hypo is $1,500 G. E. electric 
kitchen which will be given away at 
the show. Blowups of the Five 
Edwards, NBC dramatic family, ex- 
amining kitchen have been spotted 
in all Lucky stores, which also are 
festooned with 3,000 banners and 
pennants bearing KPO-KGO all 
letters. Stores are displaying total 
of 880 pictures of NBC stars, Post- 
Enquirer is carrying art and stories 
daily, while all Lucky Stores ads are 
banner-lined and include KPO-KGO 
bowing mikes. 

Speed record of some sort was set 
by KYA this week when Darrell 
Darnell’s five-a-week news quarter 
was sold to a new sponsor 20 min- 
utes after becoming available. Long 
used by J. E. Grench, auto distrib, 
the period was finally dropped as a 


-result of the shrinkage in new-car 


output. Twenty minutes after de- 
cision was made, ink was drying on 
a new contract tieing Sable Bay 
Furs to the strip. 


Art Kemp, CBS Coast sales chief, 
has secured a 52-week renewal of 
the Mennen Co.’s ‘Bob Garret Re- 
porting’ news slot at 7:30 p.m. Mon- 
day, Wednesday and Friday via H. M. 
Kiesewetter agency, N. Y., effective 
(14). 

New on KROW is a 
schedule of 36 transcribed spots 
weekly for Pepsi-Cola, set by 
Newell-Emmett. Direct, the indie 
also snagged Del Monte Cleaners, 
Oakland, for .a weekly quarter, 
‘Smooth Sailing,’ plus a series of 
spots. 

Jack Campbell, KGO-KPO sales 
promoter, has come up with a new 
batch of figures on early morning 
listener habits. In 6,461 requests for 
a free somple plugged on one KPO 


16-week 





Musical Clock newscast, at 7:45 a.m., 
were postmarks from Washington, 
Nevada, Montana, Idaho, Oregon and 
Utah, as well as almost all California 
counties. 


A second test, consisting of a sim- 
ple promise to salute all counties re- 
sponding, brought, in one week, re- 
plies from all California counties 
(58), plus 27 in Washington, 26 ‘in 
Idaho, 24 in Oregon, 16 in Montana, 
13 in Nevada, 10 in Arizona, 9 in 
Wyoming, 5 in Colorado, 5 in Utah 
and one in New Mexico. Ratio gives 
a pretty fair picture of local cov- 
erage conditions, outlets booming 
into the north and northeast but be- 
ing heard only spottily in the Ari- 
zona-New Mexico desert areas to the 
southwest. 


Gospel Broadcasting Assn.’s Sun- 
day night ‘Revival Hour’ is now be- 
ing piped to KFBK, Sacramento, via 
an odd roundabout route. Originat- 
ing at KHJ in Los Angeles at 5 p.m. 
it is picked off KFRC here by Photo 
& Sound recording studio, then at 
9:35 p.m. played back to KSAN 
which feeds it to Sacramento via the 
California Radio System. Takes four 
stations, two networks and a tran- 
scription lab to service the valley 
outlet. 


KPO: Cook Products Corp. (salad 
dressing), through Rufus Rhoades, 
one five-minute transcribed program 
weekly, 13 weeks, ‘Hollywood Head- 
lines’; Southern Pacific Co. (rail- 
road), through Lord & Thomas, 23 
spots, four weekly; Moores, Ltd. 
(men’s clothing), through Brisacher, 
Davis, 13 Sunday spots; I. Magnin 
& Co. (women’s clothing), through 
Erwin, Wasey, three spots. 





| Comparative Unit Count } 





% of 

July 5. June 28. Change. 

Network 9,005 9,253 — 2.5 
Local ...... 3,924 3,566 +10.0 
Nat'l Spot.. 1,619 1,453 -+11.3 
Total ...... 14,548 14,272 + 1.9 
(Included: KFRC, KGO, KJBS, 

KPO, KSFO) 





DES MOINES REVERSES 


Local Swings from —8.9 to 
Others Up Slightly 





+6% 





Des Moines, July 8. 

After plunging to a low of minus 
8.9% the previous week, local biz 
made a flashy comeback here with a 
count of plus 6.1%. Spot and net- 
work also gained several points, but 
not enough to lift the total out of the 
red. 


Comparative Unit Count | 








July 5. June 28. Change. 
Network 7,175 7,500 —.3 
Leeal ...... 3,284 3,096 +6.1 
Nat’l Spot.. 3,160 3,190 —0.9 
| rere 13,619 13,786 —1.2 


(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


CONSOLIDATED 
DRUG ON WBBM 


Chicago, July 8. 

Consolidated Drug Trade products 
continues as one of the biggest radio 
time buyers in the field. They buy 
pretty cheap, picking up the early 
morning hours for the lowest price 
classification, but they are healthy 
chunks of time the stations find use- 
ful for a.m. getaways. 


Consolidated has just signatured 
for 30 minutes Monday through Sat- 
urday on WBBM, riding between 
6:25 a.m. and 6:55 a.m., set through 
Benson & Dall. Program will plug 
two products, Kolorback and Yeast 
Foam. 


WBBM came up with two other 
commercials last week. Peter Hand 
Brewery, weekly half-hour sponsor- 
ship of the syndicated ‘Barrel of Fun? 
through Mitchell-Faust; Great West- 
ern Laundry, five minutes three 
times weekly, through the Salem 
Baskin agency. 











| Comparative Unit Count 





% of 

July 5. June 28. Change. 

Network .. 9,375 9,310 +0.7 
Local ...... 6,368 6,420 —0.8 
Nat’] Spot.. 11,320 11,357 —O0.3 
TOME wsceen 27.063 27,087 —0.1 


(Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, 
WIND, WJJD, WLS, WMAR>} 





‘Your Neighbor’ Series on KNX 
For Dr. Lyon's ; Roma Wine to KHJ 





SALT LAKE LOCAL UP 


Rises 10.8%—Dept. 
Campaign on KDYL 





Count Store 





Salt Lake City, July 8. 

The Paris Company, local depart- 
ment store, has signed for sponsor- 
ship of the ‘Picture Man’ to start in 
August over KYDL. The store has 
been a consistent user of announce- 
ments, but this is the first time in 
several years it has placed regular 
stanzas on the station. 


KDYL: Anderson Jewelry Co., 
sponsorship of ‘I Am an American,’ 





starting the middle of July; Kellogg 
Co. (Pep), through Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt, renewal. 


KUTA: Carter Products, through | 
Spot Broadcasting, three announce- 
ments per week, 52 weeks; Black 
Rock Beach, direct, 172 announce- | 
ments; Edwards _ Ladies’ Apparel, | 
direct, 72 announcements: Verd & 
Wald Awning Co., direct, 72 an-| 
nouncements; Success Pharmacy, | 
direct, 72 announcements; Barnett & | 
Weiss (jewelers), direct, quarter- | 
hour news, six months; Ex-Celcis 





Beauty Salon, through Gillham Adv.. | 


13 five-minute programs; Allen Oil 
Co., through Ad-Craftsman, 26 10- 
minute programs. 





| Comparative Unit Count | 
July 5. June 28. Change. 





Network 6,467 6,962 — 7.2 
eee 2,410 2,174 +108 
Nat’] Spot.. 1,287 1,225 + 5.0; 
Total ...... 10,164 10,361 —1.9 


(Included: KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 








Universal Mills on KGKO) 


Fort Worth, July 8. | 

Universal Mills (Gold Chain Flour) | 
will sponsor five weekly quarter 
hour programs on KGKO. Ernest 


Tubb, cowboy balladeer, is enter- 
tainment. Ray K. Glenn Agency 
handled. 


KGKO also has United Aircraft 





Institute Sundays for ‘Behind the 
Battlefronts’ analysis by Norton 
McGiffin. 





Hollywood, July 8. 

Increases were the rule on all 
fronts, but not enough to excite the 
trade. Of the new business signed, 
KNX made most to-do about the 
Lyon’s tooth powder account, which 
bought time for five-a-week airings 
of ‘Your Neighbor.’ Marks the first 
time in years the dentrifrice outfit 
has bought spot time on the Coast, 
and considered unusual that such a 
product should start a sales drive in 
the summer months. 


KFI: McMahan furniture, 156 
quarter-hour broadcasts of Fleet- 
wood Lawton, commentator, and 39 
quarter-hour broadcasts of ‘The 
News Crier,’ through Ad Carpenter; 
Rancho soup, 52 one-minute trans- 
scriptions, through Lord & Thomas; 
Smart & Final (food products), 39 
quarter-hour broadcasts of ‘Johnny 
Murray Talks It Over,’ through 
Heintz-Pickering; Forest Lawn Me- 
morial Park, 52 participations in Art 


Baker’s ‘Notebook,’ through Dan 
Miner. 
KECA: Southern furniture, 13 


quarter-hour broadcasts of ‘A Lay- 
man’s Views of the News,’ through 
Alvin Wilder; Kelley Kar, 78 10- 
minute broadcasts of ‘Sports Round- 
up,’ through Milton Weinberg. 

KHJ: Roma wine, 156 quarter- 
hour periods, through Cesana & As- 
sociates. 





| Comparative Unit Count | 





% of 
July 5, June 28. Change. 
Network .. 11,827 11,734 +0.7 
ee eee 4,361 4,328 +0.7 
Nat’l Spot.. 1,744 1,726 +1.0 
eee 17,932 17,788 +0.7 


(Included: KECA, KFI, KHJ, KNX) 


Victor Van der Linde To 
Handle Gimbels Radio 


Victor van der Linde agency has 
been named to handle radio adver- 
tising for Gimbel Bros. department 
store, N. Y. 

Campaign using six half-hours on 
WMCA, New York, will be used. 











WBT has 2,/58,380 program directors 








Run a finger down the list of local WBT programs punching 


hardest for their sponsors and you'll find that the WBT audience, 


itself, has had a big hand in building them. Talent for talent and 


feature for feature, these sales producers are what the audience 


has asked for—and listens to. 


Farm Editor Grady Cole...Sports Editor Russ Hodges...and 


many another WBT star can turn a neat sales trick for an adver- 


tiser simply because they are the people’s choice. Simply because 


WBT's listeners have built them into the personalities — and 


salesmen —that they are today. 


There’s a file of success stories here to prove what kind of sell- 


ing stuff these W BT-Audience-Requested-Programs are made of. 


Which is why WBT clients take WBT program department 


recommendations so seriously. 


Your nearest Radio Sales representative has an interesting list 


of WBT talent and program availabilities, with testimontals and 


case histories that are worth your reading. 


W BT 50,000 WATTS »- CHARLOTTE 


“THE STATION AN AUDIENCE BUILT” 


Owned and operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System. 
Represented nationally by Radio Sales: New York, ® 
Chicago, Detroit, St. Louis, Los Angeles, San Francisco 
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Gimbel Bros’ Air Debut on WMCA: 


R.C. Williams Buys WNEW News osc sso. 





For the first time in its history, | 


Gimbel Bros. department store will} half of Protein 


use radio as an advertising melium, 
aiming copy to move specific mer-| 
chandise. Half-hour program, con-| 
tents of which have not been deter-| 
mined, was placed by Victor Vander-, 
linde, Inc., and will be heard via) 
WMCA six times weekly starting 
August 4. 

S. B. Thomas, Inc., has renewed | 
for anofher 13 weeks the Don God- 
dard newscasts aired by WEAF on. 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, | 


— 


Radio 
Specialist 
Seeks 
Connection! 


Entered radio in 1926, 


With advent of commercial radio 
specialized in creating, writing 
and producing tailor-made shows 
that clicked ! 


Sold 18 Different Ideas ! 


Have sold 18 different program 
ideas to sponsors for local 
regional and network broadcast- 
ing. 


Over $1,000,000 of 
Radio Time Bought! 


Over a period of eleven years my 
sponsored programs have sold 
over $1,000,000 of radio time. 














Services Invaluable To: 
AGENCY seeking creative 
Writer-Producer 


or 
STATION Facing Time-Sales 
Problem 





SOUND MERCHANDISING 
EXPERIENCE 


(WITH PROOF OF PURCHASE) 











More Interested in Right 
Connection Than Pro- 
hibitive Salary. 


LOCATION IMMATERIAL 


WRITE OR WIRE 
BOX 357, VARIETY, 


154 W. 46th St., New York 











| renewal of 
| weeks; 
| mond Spector, 
| with Jay Sims,’ quarter-hour weekly, 


7:30 to 7:45 am. Program is in be- 
Bread and English 
Muffins. Anderson Co. is the 
agency 

WMCA: Eastern Steamship Lines, 
through N. W. Ayer, six announce- 
ments weekly, 26-weeks contract; I. 
J. Fox (furs) through Lew Kasuck 
agency, 70 announcements weekly, 
24-week contract. 


Merrill 


WNEW: R. C. Williams (Royal 
Scarlet Coffee), through Alley & 


Richards, John B. Kennedy, WNEW’s 
news analyst three times a_ week, 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 7:30 to 7:45 p.m., nine weeks; 
Joseph Hensler Brewing Co., ‘Make 
Believe Ballroom, through FE. T. 
Howard Co., 26-weeks, three times a 
week; I. J. Fox Co., 60 announce- 
ments weekly on the ‘Milkman’s 
Matinee,’ 24 weeks; William Wrigley, 
Jr., through Vanderlie & Rubens, 52- 


week renewal, 38 announcements 
weekly. 

WOR: J. L. Prescott, through 
Monroe F. Dreher, renewal, one- 
minute announcements, four times 
| weekly; Warner Bros. (Sergeant 


| York’) through J. Walter Thompson, 


35-word announcements for two 
weeks; Florida Citrus Commission, 
through Arthur Kudner, announce- 
ments, Monday through Friday, 13- 
week contract; Marlin Firearms 
(razor blades), through Craven & 
Hedrick, announcements, 13-weeks; 
Sudbury Laboratory, through Mason 
L. Ham, announcements’ during 
Farmer's Digest, two-week contract; 
Jos, Martinson & Co., through Neff- 
Rogow, quarter-hour AP news with 


| Alois Havrilla, three times weekly, 
| 52 weeks; 


Sussex County Boosters 
Conference, through United Service, 
announcements, two 
Serutan Co., through Ray- 
‘Beyond the News 


52 weeks; I. J. Fox (furs), direct, 
nine participations daily in ‘Moon- 
light Saving Time,’ 52 weeks; Hecker 
| Products, through Maxon, Inc., ‘Judy 
| and Jane,’ quarter-hour five times 
weekly, 52 weeks; Lee & Perrins, 
through George Bijur, participations 
| in the Bessie Beatty program, Mon- 
day through Friday, 13 weeks. 

WQXR: Browning King & Co., 
(men’s clothes), through Morton 
Freund, renewal for 13 weeks, five- 
minute AP news, three times weekly; 
Eastern Steamship Lines, through N. 
| W. Ayer, 21 announcements weekly 
for 25 weeks; Reader’s Digest, two- 
| week extension of test campaign. 


McGillvra Rep for 13 


Chicago, July 8. 

Joseph Hershey McGillvra has 
been appointed national representa- 
| tive for North Central Broadcasting 
| System, regional hookup of 13 Mu- 
| tual stations in Minnesota, Wiscon- 
|sin and the Dakotas. Network stu- 
| dios are in St. Paul. 
McGillvra has offices here and in 


| 

| 

| New York, San Francisco and Los 
Angeles. 


| 
| 
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SEATTLE SHAKY 


Web and Spot Off to Total Off 0.3% 
—Competitors Greet KIRO 








Seattle, July 8. 
here off slightly 
i this week, with several stations get- 
| ting programs lined up so that next 
| month or so should show much ac- 
itivity. KIRO’s opening (29) on 50,- 
| 000 watts, garnered lots of space ih 
ithe dailies, the P. I. running a six- 
| page section, and weeklies in nearby 
itowns giving it a big play. As a 
gesture of friendliness; KOMO-KJR 
ran an ad in the P. L.'s section, sa- 
| luting the new power of KIRO, 
KOL signed Wm. O. McKay, Ford 


| dealers, for another four months of 


five-a-week Fulton Lewis, Jr., news- 
| casts. KRSC still loaded with base- 
ball broadcasts bringing attention to 
‘the station. 

| 








| | Comparative Unit Count | 
| % of 
July 5. June 28. Change. 
|Network .. 7,360 7,367 —0.1 
‘Local ..... . 6,782 6,748 40.5 
|Nat’l Spot.. 730. 7995 =—8.1 
Lo" eee 14,872 14800 —0.3 


(Included: KIRO, KRSC, KOL) 


ALL CATEGORIES 
NOSE DIVE IN 
SAN ANTON 


San Antonio, July 8. 

All units sheered off sharply the 
past week, with the end of politieal 
broadcasts accounting for much of 
the drop in network and local bill- 
ings. 

KABC: Liberty Mills, through 
| Coulter-Muller-Grimstead,*’ 10° an- 
| nouncements per -day; Interstate 
|Theatres, one quarter-hour and 10 
spot announcements for ‘Caught in 
ithe Draft’; Dr. Montgomery, op- 
tometrist, six spots per day; ‘Doc 
|Sellers Stories’ for Sea Foam Laun- 
ldry, quarter-hour transcribed pro- 
|gram three times per week; George 
| Jones 











Motors, one  quarter-hour 
newscast per week, 52 weeks; Palm 
Courts Mo-Tel, five-minute news- 


cast six times per week; Playland, 
10 spot announcements per day. 
KOMO: Winter Garden Beverage 
Co., spot announcements, direct; 
|Buck-a-Roo Dude Ranch, spot an- 
nouncements concerning 4th of July 
celebration; $2 Dress Shop, partici- 
pating announcements; Charles A. 
James and Wright Sporting Goods, 
participating announcements. 
WOAI: Three half-hour programs 





Of North Central Web per week over the Texas Quality 


Network from the Baker Hotel, Dal- 
| las; one additional half-hour per 
| week from the Anacacho Room, St. 
|Anthony Hotel; San Antonio Build- 
ing & Loan Association, through 
Wyatt agency, one announcement 
per week; renewal of spot announce- 
ments, Texas Builders Exchange, di- 
rect; Globe Laboratories, through Ray 
E. Glenn, four announcements per 
week on ‘News at Dawn’; Thomp- 
son’s Tavern, six announcements 
from July 4 to 7, direct; renewal of 
‘Mr. District Attorney’ for Vitalis 
(Bristol-Myers), half-hour weekly 
through NBC network. 


| Comparative Unit Count | 








% of 
July 5. June 28. Change. 
6,602 7,803 -—16.6 
10,037 17,727 t 
2,180 2,380 ; 
| Total . . 18,819 20,910 
| (Included: KONO, KMAC, 
KABC, WOAIT) 


Network 
io ee 
Nat'l Spot.. 





—10.0 
KTSA, 


‘HUGH BOICE WITH WMBD: 





Peoria, Ill., July 8. 


Charles C. Caley, commercial man- 
ager of local station WMBD, in ad- 
dition becomes assistant station 
manager, effective Monday (14). He 
is a member of the National Sales 
Managers’ committee for the broad- 
casting industry. 

Also in the WMBD commercial de- 
partment, Hugh Boice becomes na- 
tional sales manager and Russell 
Ehresman manager of merchandising 
and promotion. 





Beaumont, Texas.—Lawrence San- 
ders has been named chief engineer 
of KFDM, succeeding Leonard Saye, 
who goes to WBAP-KGKO, Fort 
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BUYS ON WCAO, WFBR 


Baltimore, July 8. 

Pabst Beer bought all around here, 
utilizing all stations for current spot 
campaign. Some major renewals 
also helped to stave off summertime 
| blues in all classifications. WFBR 
| stepped up its night-time power to 
5,000 watts, equalizing its daytime 
strength. Formerly operated on 1,000 
watts after dark. 

WCAO: Stephen Seth Co. (Bendix 
washers), through Young & Rubi- 
cam, 40 daytime announcements; 
Procter & Gamble (Oxydol), 
through Blackett-Sample-Hummert, 
cut-in announcements; Gittings Auto 





Service, via Jos. Katz, 200 a.m. 
clock announcements; California 
Fruit Growers Exchange, through 


Lord & Thomas, 52 daytime spots to 
be used five a week: Hausewald’s 
Bakery, through Paul Brown, re- 
newed 200 announcements; Globe 
Brewery, through Jos. Katz, renewed 
four daily five-minute newscasts, 
one year; American Chicle Co., via 
Badger & Browning, renewed 78 
| a.m. clock announcements; Carter 

Products (liver pills), through Spot 
Broadcasting, renewed 260 one-min- 
ute announcements. 

WBAL: Royal Farms Dairy, 
through Paul Brown, 26 announce- 
ments; Gardner Nursery, through 
Northwest Radio, six five-minute 
programs; Pabst Beer, through Lord 
& Thomas, 16 spots; Tru-Ade Bot- 
tiling Co., through Beaumont & Hoh- 
man, 78 announcements. 

WCBM: Past Beer, through Lord 
& Thomas, 80 spots to be used 10 a 


Harry J. Patz, five quarter-hour air- 
ings a week. 

WFBR: American Oil Co., through 
Jos. Katz, renewed participations on 
\‘Club 1300°; High’s Ice Cream, 
{through Courtland Ferguson, spots; 
| Florida Citrus Growers, through 
Arthur Kudner, one-minute spots 
daily; Pabst Beer, through Lord & 
Thomas, night-time spots; Procter 
& Gamble (Duz), via Compton 
Agency, night-time spots. 








| Comparative Unit Count | 


% of 
July 5. June 28. Change. 





Network 8,210 8,180 + 0.3 

oO eee 4,732 4,621 + 2.4 

| Nat’] Spot.. 2,210 2,485 —11.0 

ONE eb 15,152 15,286 — 0.8 

(Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, 
WFBR) 





Foreman Repping KFJM 


Chicago, July 8. 





CALEY ADDS A TITLE 


Foreman company, station rep out- 
| fit, has been appointed exclusive na- 
|tional biz-getter for station KFJM, 
|Grand Forks (N. D.). 

Effective immediately, 





with deal 


week; Free State Brewery, through | 


SANDWICH HUT 
BUYS ON CKLW 


Detroit, July 8. 

Hamburgers 180 miles away now 
are being sold via CKLW, Windsor, 
Ont. 

Larry Gentile, pilot of the sta- 
tion’s ‘Dawn Patrol’ (midnight to 4 
a.m.), received a telephone call from 
Cleveland, Ohio, 180 miles away, the 
other morning. ‘This is Diney of 
Diney’s Drive-In speaking,’ a voice 
announced. ‘All my customers park- 
ed outside are listening in to you, 
Looks like it might be o.k. for me 
to advertise over your show”’ 

The deal was made over the tele- 
phone and now Gentile, in Canada, 
is plugging Diney’s hamburgers 
‘over on 117th street in Cleveland.’ 

Business among the 
area stations remained spotty but 
managed to preserve a margin of 
about 2,500 units above the compar- 
able week a year ago. While several 
chalked up gains, losses in other 
stations pulled down the level. 

Reflective of its continued strong 
position, local business accounted for 
2,300 units of those gained over 1940 

Most marked skid was in the fall- 
ing off of network time by better 
than three per cent, compensated by 
a slight gain in national spot buying. 





six Detroit 








| Comparative Unit Count — | 
% of 

July 5. June 28. Change. 

Network 7,954 8,219 —3.2 
Leeal ...s6 - 12,976 12,980 Pas 

Nat’l Spot. 4,561 4,501 +18 

| ee 25,491 25,700 —0.8 
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(Continued from page 27) 
course of a program. At one mo- 
ment he may like what he is 
hearing; at another he may be dis- 
pleased. His reactions may vary 
from very favorable to very un- 
favorable in the course of a whole 
program or even to that of a very 
small part of a program. 

We can begin, then, by stating 
that every radio program produces 


in the listener's mind a series of 
ee ema 








reactions. 

—X reaction is caused by a stimulus. 
For every different reaction there 
must be a different stimulus. If a 
program produces many different 
reactions in a listener, then the pro- 
gram itself must be composed of 
many different stimuli. 

A radio program, therefore, may 
be defined as a series of related 
stimuli producing a series of re- 
lated reactions. 

The graphs show how the audi- 
ence’s interest varied during the 
course of several programs. This 
variation is presented as prima 
facie evidence that a radio program 
is a series of related stimuli. 


REACTION PATTERN 


We have seen that a radio program 
is a series of stimuli producing a se- 
ries of reactions. However, when 
stimili are presented in a continuous 


to the total reaction pattern of 
an audience, while listening to a 
specific program. 


CARRY-OVER EFFECT 


We have shown that a radio pro- 
gram is a series of related stimuli 
producing a series of related reac- 
tions. These reactions together form 


tern which we call the listener’s 
gestalt or, differently expressed, ‘re- 
action pattern’, 


It is obvious that each individual 


tion of the gestalt, or total pattern 
of the program. We now add that as 
each reaction influences the gestalt, 
or total pattern, so the gestalt ex- 
istent at any moment influences each 
subsequent individual reaction. 

A simple example may make this 
clearer. Many jokes require a ‘build 
up’ before they are funny. This 
‘build up’ is simply a method of in- 
ducing in the mind of the listener 
a mood and a channel of thought 
which will prepare him for the cli- 
max, or ‘punch line,’ of the story. 
This mood and chanftel of thought 
we have called the gestalt. The 
same ‘punch line’ when delivered 
without a ‘build up’ will not be as 
effective as when the proper prepa- 





form, an over-all reaction is pro- 
duced in the listener’s mind. The 
nature of this reaction may differ 
from any one of the specific reac- 
tions of which it is constituted. 


This may be compared to half 
tones in printing. What seems to the 
reader of a newspaper to be a grace- 
fully shaded picture of a beautiful 
girl is, in reality, a collection of 
black dots of varying sizes. Each 
of these dots alone is nothing but a 
spot of black or gray. When, how- 
ever, these dots are all put together, 
they produce the over-all effect of 
a picture, having many tones of 
shading. 

Likewise, when many _ separate 
and distinct reactions are placed to- 
gether, they too form an over-all 
pattern, distinct from the reactions 
themselves. 

Any program produces 
reactions of two types: 

A. The first type may be 
termed ‘channel of thought.’ It is 

the stream of thought, induced 
in the listener. It is the direction 
of the listener’s thinking, as well 
as the associations brought up by 
that line of thought. A study into 
the reactions of 50 subjects while 
exposed to two old song programs 
indicated that the programs pro- 
duced specific and personalized 
memories. This is an example of 
how a program establishes a 
‘channel of thought’—in this case 
by bringing back memories. 

B. The second type of reaction 
may be termed ‘mood.’ It is the 
emotional state induced in the 
listening. 

When the old song program was 
played “to groups of middle-aged 
people at WOR, about 17% of them 
publicly wept; this in spite of the 
fact that they must have had a 

natural reticence against crying be- 
fore strangers. 

This is an example of how a pro- 
gram establishes a mood. 

Further evidence indicating that a 
program establishes both a channel 
of thought and a mood was given by 
a psychological investigation made 
in conjunction with the Program 
Analyzer. 

After listeners had recorded their 
reactions to this same program, por- 
tions of the program for which they 


over-all 





another button for ‘unfavora 


words, the proper ‘build wp,’ or 
gestalt, is an important element in 


determining the intensity of the re- 
action to the ‘punch line.’ 
In view of this, it is not sur- 


prising that we have found a carry 





| simply 


over effect in radio programs. This 
means that everything pre- 


| sented in the course of a program 


had indicated a strong ‘like’ or ‘dis- | 


like’ were played back to them, and 
they were asked the reasons for their 
reaction. The fact that the program 


effect upon that which fol- 
If we are measuring the re- 


the audience to any par- 


has an 
lows. 
action of 


'ticular part of a program, we will 


ha é 1 ne >] | . 
d created a mood and a channel | favorable if this part has been pre- 


of thought is 
typical remarks: 

‘I had heard that song before and 
this made me remember it. I heard 
it under pleasant circumstances.’ 
‘Nice and sentimental.’ 

It is evident that in this case 
Mood’ and ‘channel of thought’ are 
interdependent. The channel of 
thought produces memories. The 
memories produce a mood and the 
mood, in turn, produces more memo- 
ries, 

Fer purposes of convenience in 
referring to this phenomenon 
throughout this report, we will 
appropriate the closest psycho- 
logical label—gestalt—and we will, 
henceforth, refer to it by this 
Mame, although academic psy- 
chologists may weli feel that we 
are enlarging on the word’s origi- 
nal meaning. 

‘Gestalt’ as here used will refer 


evident from some 


| audience reacted favorably. If 


find that the reaction will be more 


ceded by which the 
4 the 
preceding portion produced an un- 
favorable response, then the part 
that we are measuring will also be 
affected adversely. 

The importance of the carry- 
over will be more fully explained 
later in this work. It has a pro- 
nounced effect on every program on 
the air today. It, to a large extent, 
determines whether or not a joke 
will be well received, it often de- 


stroys what would otherwise be ef- 
fective commercials. It affects every 
component part of a radio program. 


However, it is sufficient, for the 
moment, to indicate that carry-over 
effect does exist, for later in this 
report we discuss its effect in de- 


a portion to 











tail, and point out ways of using it 
to advantage. 


an over-all mood and thought pat- | 


reaction has its effect in the forma- | 


is recorded upon a moving tape. 


GESTALT’S SIGNIFICANCE 


| We have mid that every 
| program induces in the mind of the 
listener an over-all pattern of mood 


land thought which we call the 
gestalt. But the practical radio man 


wants more than a theory. He wants 
to know how he can apply this 
knowledge so as to make his radio 
programs more effective. 

Before showing how these facts 
can be applied to everyday problems 
we must note one of the well-known 
rules of advertising psychology— 
namely, that human beings are 
|naturally inert. 
| This means that, all other things 
| being equal, human beings tend to 
\follow the lines of thought and ac- 
tion which are familiar to them, and 
|in which they are currently engaged. 
|Human beings resent change. New 
\ideas meet instinctive resistance. 

It is not necessary to go into a 
| detailed discussion of the psychologi- 
}cal reasons for this tendency of hu- 
|man beings to continue along ac- 
|customed lines of thought and action. 
|A moment’s reflection will remind 
the reader of many examples. 

One usually puts on the same shoe 
first. College students, entering a 
|classroom for the second time, have 


ration has been made. In other been found almost invariably to 


ble.’ 


choose the same seat which they oc- 
cupied during the first visit to the 


room, though they are free to take | 
Executives develop | 


any vacant seat. 


a routine for handling office details 
which they follow without con- 
scious thought. 

‘PROMISE’ 


This resistance to new ideas 


y + 


Oot pe 


should 
PROMISE 
AS every adver- 


confused with the 
of something new. 


tising man knows, one of the most 
effective copy appeals is this prom- 
ise. . The public wants this prom- 
ise, but it does not want the result- 
ing product, if fulfillment of the 


|promise means accepting a radical 
change. 
itually does bring out a new type of 
'product or gives an old product an 
lentirely new or unfamiliar appear- 
lance, he will usually find it diffi- 
lcult to obtain public acceptance. 
Not many years ago a well-known 
auto manufacturer brought out a 
icompletely streamlined automobile 





| which looked very different from | 


any other models which had pre- 
| ceded it. Here was a radical de- 
isign. The public was _ interested. 
| They came to see the car, but actual 
sales were disappointingly small 
|simply because the idea of having 
jan automobile that looked like this 
lone was unfamiliar to the public 
land was, therefore, resisted. 


radio | 


A song to be *popular cannot be 
basically different from its forerun- 
ners. It must fit a rigid standard 
pattern. A pattern which the masses 
|are used to hearing. 
| This human slavery to inertia 
holds true for all thoughts and ac- 
itions. The human mind wants to 
continue along the paths that it is 
\traveling at, at any particular time. 


This truth may be applied to ra- 
idio programs. We have seen that 
the gestalt of a program is simply 
the mood and thought channel in- 
duced in the mind of the listener. 
He will tend to resist any attempt to 
change that gestalt. 


INTERRUPTIONS | 


This reaction may be compared to 
the annoyance which you have un- 
doubtedly felt when, in the midst of 
a busy conference, you have had to 
interrupt your chain of thought and 
answer the telephone. You resent 
this interruption to your gestalt. 


When your telephone rang, you 
may have indicated your annoyance 
by an exclamation or have been a 
little ‘peevish,’ or—as is more likely 
—you probably had to keep your ir- 
ritation to yourself, 

The radio listener is in a luckier 
position. There are no rules of eti- 
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THEY LIKE IT, THEY LIKE IT NOT—Actual Photograph of a test audience assembled 
in the studios of Station WOR, New York. Each person has a button for ‘favorable’ and 
Whenever a button is pressed down or released that fact 


Synchronize the tape with the program content and 
there results a clear record of how ‘the public’ reacts to every element in the program. 


|quette which he must follow. 


radio listener does one of two things; 
either he tunes out the program or 


he turns psychologically deaf; that is, | 


stops consciously 
jevent, you have 
your audience. 


listening. In 


lost a 


any 
portion of 


Our tests have indicated 
whenever the gestalt, or tot 
tern of a program is 


interest 


interrupted, au- 
drops. As we 
tioned before, in discussing the carry- 


alience 
over effect, this drop is not confined 


to the material which itself violates 


men- | 

















When | 
a program violates his gestalt, the | 
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Actual Tests 


On Specific 
Radio Shows 


TESTING PROGRAMS 


How does one find the gestalt, 
or total pattern, of a program? 

Since the gestalt is a pattern 
in the listener’s mind, it is neces- 
sary to approach the listener if 
one is to answer this question. 
Let it be clearly stated here that 
it is exceedingly dangerous to 
attempt to guess at the gestalt of 
a program without evidence 
gained from a careful study of 
the reactions of regular listeners 
to that program. The total psy- 
chological pattern ts usually 
simple, but it is not always ob- 
vious. And it must be measured 
by a qualitative yardstick. 


1. OLD-TIME SONGS 


The Show: A musical program 
featuring a single personality who 
plays the piano, sings, and talks in- 
formally. He not only presents the 
entertainment portions of the pro- 
gram but also does the commercial 
announcements. 

The program is built around the 
idea of memories. The songs are old 
ones. Most of them were favorites 
before 1920. Some even before 
1900. These songs are played either 
as piano solos or are whistled or 
sung. Because the program person- 
ality does not have an exceptionally 
good singing voice, he has a tendency 
to ‘talk’ many of the songs. In ad- 
dition, he provides informal com- 
ments; some of them jokingly, others 
designed to build a word picture 
around the song. 

If, for example, he were present- 
ing ‘Silver Threads Among the 
Gold,’ he might have a brief inter- 
lude in which he would speak of the 
beauty of mother love and the no- 
bility of growing old. 

The Audience: The primary audi- 
ence for this program are women, 
old enough to remember when some 
of the songs presented were popular. 
This requires that they be 40 years 
or more. They tend to come from 
economic groups B and C. Usually 
they are housewives, and sentiment- 
ally, not romantically inclined. 

The Audience’s Reaction: When 
this program was tested, the audi- 
ence indicated that it was primarily 
interested in the music. The per- 
sonality’s talks were their second 
choice. Last, as might be expected, 
were the commercials. (See graph 
‘AA’). 

The music was further subdivided 
into types of presentation. The au- 
dience liked best the simple piano 
solos, with or without whistling as 
an accompaniment. The second 
choice was the singing of songs. 

Certain songs were preferred to 
others, It was found that 
mental ones such as ‘Beautiful Gar- 














senti- 


den of Roses’ and ‘Silver Threads 
Among the Gold’ were the best 
| liked. These songs are not only old 
and sentimental, but have a certain 
nostalgic quality about them. The 


the gestalt, but also unfavorably af- | 


fects all following material. 


grams which we have tested. (We 
will describe the gestalt of these 
ispecific programs, the materia] in 
|the program which produces and 
maintains that gestalt, and the ma- 
| terial which violates it. We will 
ishaw how these programs may “be 
limproved in their effectiveness by 
| giving the public more of those 
jthings which it wants and which are 
lin the gestalt of the program, and 
lless of those things which violate 
ithe gestalt and therefore cause an 
|unfavorable reaction). 





* Abner Silver and Robert. Bruce, ‘How 
to Write and Sell a Song Hit’; T. W. 
| Adomo, ‘Studies in Philosophy and Social 
Science.’ 1941, 


We will | that they 


|discuss specific examples from pro- | personality ‘talk’ songs. 
When a manufacturer ac- | 


least-liked songs were of the frivo- 
lous, humorous, or flippant variety, 


uch as ‘I Wish I Had a Girl,’ 

‘Waltz Me Around Again, Willie,’ 
_| ‘Bye, Bye, Dearie,’ and ‘Ragtime 
| Violin.’ 

Between these two extrem«s the 
|other songs were roughly ranked in 
terms of the amount of seriousness 
which they possess. 

The audience definitely indicated 

did not like to hear the 
They made 


| such comments as, 








‘Yes, I like the music but dislike 
the talking.’ 

‘Don’t like so much talking on @ 
so-called musical program.’ 

‘I would say I was mildly inter- 
ested. I don’t like the talking of the 
songs—like the musical part of it all 
right.’ 

‘I object to anybody speaking « 
song. It’s not his voice particularly, 


| for I like his speaking voice.’ 


What was the gestalt of total pat- 
tern of this program? 

We find the gestalt by a careful 
inspection of the listener’s reactions, 
her likes and dislikes and by a study 

(Continued on page 38) 
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(Continued from page 37) 


se yeninwe om pote. ge) GESTALT DEFINED 


this program is one of highly per- | 
sonal, serious, sentimental and al- | 
most sacred memories. 

We know that memories were pro- | 
duced because of such comments as 

‘That song brings back memories | 
of Florida, St. Petersburg—sometrmes | 





Gestalt. a term of psychologists, 
is employed throughout these re- 
ports as indicating the total pat- 
tern of emotional and intellec- 


tual reactions which the listener 


; _— ff orn ) uw’ *“OUN- = . “ee . 
Siam, eS “ rns nals experiences while listening to a 
try home where mu Jamuy $u Lf ult ot ? s 
me. Good old song that. With a radio prope. 








punch, too.’ 

‘Yes. I like that song because it 
brought back old memories.’ 

Furthermore, during tests of this | 
program, approximately 17% of our 
audience wept publicly. When asked 
about this, they responded with such | 


song was ‘off-color’ which made lis- 
/teners so strongly resentful. It was 
rather the fact they were engrossed 
in pleasant, and sacred 
memories—a mood from which they 





intimate, 
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GRAPH ‘A’—The tape reading has been transformed into 
a chart picture. ‘Note that the ‘commercial’ portions of a 
15-minute program of old songs is white-on-black for con- 
tradistinction. This study is stated another way in 
Graph ‘AA.’ 


phrases as: ‘It brought back 


saaad Poy suddenly jarred by the inser- 
sweet memories.’ 


tion of a foreign idea. 


That these memories were highly Because these memories are pro- 
personal is indicated by such com- | duced by the songs, it is not sur- 
ments as: ‘Caroline is my second, prising that the audience reacts un- 
name and it is my favorite song be-| favorably when the program person- 
cause of the association with that| ality attempts to talk’ a number. 
name. Sounds as if he were sing-| ‘Talking’ tends to obscure the mel- 
ing to me.’ ody and, since the memories are as- 
sociated with the melody as much 


| VIOLATES GESTALT | as the lyrics, the listenéf is disturbed 
Just as the portions of a program | by the ‘talking. 
which the audience particularly en- | 7 YOUNG REACT OTHERWISE | 


joys are an indication of the nature 
of the program’s gestalt, or total pat- The gestalt, or total pattern, that 























VARIATION OF INTEREST 
IN A PROGRAM COMPOSED OF OLD SONGS 
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GRAPH ‘AA’—There is a clear showmanship syggestion 
conveyed here. The violation of the mood, or gestalt, of 
a program of sentimental songs produces sharp dips into 
‘dislike.’ Commercials fall off less than ‘humorous remarks’ 
which are even more interruptive of the listener’s mood. 


tern, so the portions which are most 
intensely disliked also provide clues 
as to what violates the gestalt. It is 
from a study of the disliked por- 
tions that we find our evidence of 
the serious nature of the gestalt, or | that this program produced an un- 
‘reaction pattern’ of this program. favorable gestalt in the minds of 
Invariably, the audience reacted | young people, for the obvious reason 
unfavorably to frivolous songs, such | that the songs were not associated 
as ‘Waltz Me Around Again, Willie.’ | With memories, but were simply an- 
In one particular song, ‘I Wish I Had | tiquated tunes. 
a Girl,’ the audience felt that the| Now that we have found the gestalt 
program personality had introduced | Of this program, it will be clear to 
certain flippant attitudes. They in-| ‘te reader why he was warned 
stantly recorded a strong adverse re- | Carlier against attempting to guess 
action. Some of their comments on | the total gestalt of a program with- 
this portion were: nt agate the primary listening 
: ‘ : ' audience, 
mm! pag Bey ed Lgeocoll os I Wish I) The obvious gestalt of this pro- 
+ MIOR INE, Paper. | gram was ‘memories.’ But to pro- 
‘It was an awful song—an unpleas-| ceed on that basis alone a number 
ant song—which didn’t get into my of serious mistakes could be made. 
HOME—not my kind of home. Cul-| ‘Waltz Me Around Again, Willie,’ 
tured people don’t sing those kind of and ‘I Wish I Had a Girl’ and other 


songs.” | such songs were extremely popular 


we have described, applies 
program’s primary audience. Young 
people, while not included in the 
selected sample, were studied for ex- 
perimental purposes. It was found 





to the | 


HORACE SCHWERIN’S 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 





This work, which has covered 
a period of years, has only been 
made possible by the interest, 
the cooperation and the enthusi- 
asm of many individuals and 
organizations. 

Among those to whom a debt 
of sincere gratitude is owed are: 


Raymond Spector, President of 
the Raymond Spector Co., Inc., 
whose advice and financial sup- 
port made this work possible. 


Messrs. Ted Streibert, Joseph 
Craemer and George Allen of 
Station WOR for providing us 
with the full facilities of that 
station, including staff help, stu- 
dio facilities, recording devices, 
etc. 


Dr. Paul Felix Lazarsfeld, Di- 
rector of the office of Radio Re- 
search of Columbia University, 
for his constant counsel and for 
the ‘Program Analyzer’ which he 
made available to us. 


Dr. Frank Stanton, Director of 
Research of Columbia Broad- 
casting System, for his advice 
and, as co-inventor of the ‘Pro- 
gram Analyzer,’ for the use of 
the machine. 

The hundreds of women’s fra- 
ternal and social organizations 
who made their club houses and 
groups available to us for tests. 


Robert Ewart, Jim Lehman 
and Stanley Mandelbaum, of the 
Raymond Spector Co., Inc., radio 
research staff, whose coopera- 
tion was invaluable. 


—Horace Schwerin. 








that the program audience probably 
had memories connected with these 
songs. But the memories connected 
with these songs are not the mem- 
ories which this program's audience 
takes the greatest pleasure in re- 
calling. They prefer to remember, 
or imagine, the memories induced by 
more serious, more _ sentimental 
songs. 

It is interesting to note that the 
results of a mail survey supported 
this conclusion. 

135% as many respondents indi- 
cated a preference for more singing 
as wanted more talking. 


Further and more impressive evi- 
dence of the correctness of our diag- 
nosis of the program was presented 
in actual sales figures from four 
tests. In two markets the program 
was broadcast in its initial format; 
in the other two markets the pro- 
gram was revised according to re- 
search specifications. Although this 
type of analysis contained many 
variables, and is affected by extrane- 
ous factors, sales per advertising dol- 
lar were twice as great in the mar- 
kets using the revised program, 

(To be continued next week) 


WFIL’s Ownership Change 


Philadelphia, July 8. 
The Federal Communications Com- 
mission last week gave its approval 
to the deal whereby Lit Brothers 
Department Store acquired the half 
interest in WFIL formerly owned by 
Strawbridge & Clothier, making 
Lit’s the sole owner of the outlet. 
Samuel R. Rosenbaum continues 
as WFIL prexy with Roger W. 
Clipp still filling the general man- 
ager slot. George H. Johnson, Lit 
president, was named chairman of 
the WFIL board; Alfred Blasband, 
secretary, and Anna T. Hild, con- 
tinues as treasurer. The new board 
consists of Johnson, Rosenbaum. 
Clipp, lasband, Walter T. Gross- 
cup and Joseph Gallagher. 














BRUCE BARRINGTON, U‘S.A. 
St. Louis, July 8. 

Bruce Barrington, news editor and 
special events director at KXOK, 
the Star-Times station here, has re- 
ceived orders to join the army ef- 
fective Thursday (10). Barrington is 
a reserve officer in the Coast Ar- 
tillery and reports for duty in Phil- 
adelphia. He was a member of the 
opening staff of KXOK which went 
on the air in Sept., 1938. 

Harry Renfro is Barrington’s suc- 
cessor. 





Washington.—Janet Campbell, sec- 
retary to WJSV sales manager Biil 
Murdock, has resigned to become 
amanuensis to a congressman from 
her native state, Thomas Rolph, Re- 
public of San Francisco. Bernice 








It was not the thought that the! in their day. It cannot be denied 


Long will replace Miss Campbell. 


'Columbia net. 





From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Ted Lewis guests July 18 on the Ilka Chase ‘Penthouse Party’... . Johnny 
Burke and the comedy pair, Nan Rae and Maude Davis, set for series of 
dates on the Kate Smith show in the fall....Claude Lapham, pianist, 
joined Winston Ross and Suzanne Wilkins on ‘British Brevities’ over 
WWRL....Gabriel Heatter originating his programs this summer from 
Lake Placid....Erin O’Brien-Moore to be. written out of ‘John’s Other 
Wife’ to play the lead in ‘Little Foxes’ the week of Aug. 5 at Newport 
(R.1.) Casino theatre....Webb Tilton, once of the NBC guide staff. doing 
twice-weekly song series over WNAC, Boston, and the Yankee network 
....Reagan McCrary, N. Y. Mirror editorial writer, doing five-weekly 
commentator series on WMCA....Hal Algyer, of WWRL’s ‘Studio Players,’ 
has been drafted....“‘The Avenger,’ whodunit dramatic series, starts Fri. 
day night (11) on WHN....Lieut. Richard Bard, until recently publicity 
man for WNEW, transferred from publicity staff at Ft. Dix to War Depart. 
ment, Washington....Laurette Taylor will guest tomorrow night (Thurs- 
day) on ‘Sky Over Britain,’ via WOR-Mutual....Martha Harrison, who 
handled several femme shows over WWRL, joined news department of 
British Press Service....Doris Bienz new receptionist at WWRL, succeed- 
ing Peggy Juarnich, who recently married....Starting with last week's 
Zivic-Davis bout, WOR is doing recorded repeats at 4:05 the following 
morning, of its fight broadcasts. 

Sunday (13) night’s edition of ‘26 by Corwin’ will be ‘Ann Was an 
Ordinary Girl,’ a play about Ann Rutledge, with John McIntyre and Jea- 
nette Nolan (Mrs. McIntyre) co-starred....Following week Charles Laugh- 
ton may plane from the Coast to do a drama about Job, the first of a 
Biblical trilogy. Possible, however, that if Laugkton is tied up in a pic- 
ture, Corwin may go to the Coast to do the show. Following week's pro- 
gram will likely be ‘Esther,’ an opera about the Biblical character, with 
a score by Lyn Murray. 

Carlton Young set for title part on ‘Ellery Queen’ if and when it re- 
turns to the air....William Morris office set the deal in a split with 
Columbia Artists, which has the show....George Zachary, who originally 
set up the program with Fred Dannay and Manfred Lee, will probably 
direct it again, with Marian Shockley playing the femme lead... .Jack 
Smart favored for the Jiggs part in ‘Bringing Up Father,’ but may be held 
to his exclusive contract for ‘Mr. Meek’....Sylvia Lowy assisting Ed 
Byron with the production of ‘Mr. District Attorney’....Gordon Auchin- 
closs, director of ‘Hit Parade,’ working on a swing show idea with Mark 
Warnow....Ezra Stone has passed his medical exam and expects to be 
drafted in about a month....He may be stationed at Governor's Island 
and get off Thursday nights to continue the ‘Aldrich Family’ series..., 
Lillian Hellman and Herman Shumlin guest on ‘We, the People’ next week 
...-CBS has notified agencies and sponsors that spy or ‘Fifth Column’ 
stories are taboo on the network....Paul Stewart, who recently closed in 
‘Native Son,’ playing Duke Mantee, the gangster, in ‘Petrified Forest’ next 
week at White Plains, N. Y. 
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IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Tom Lewis, manager of the radio department in Hollywood for Young 
& Rubicam, takes up headquarters on the Coast after a month's rest in 
Hawaii with his wife, Loretta Young. He relieves Joe Stauffer, who heads 
up radio department for Kenyon & Eckhardt in New York....Tom 
McAvity prowling his old haunts on respite from duties as Lord & Thomas 
radio head....Ralph Sedan will try his luck in eastern radio after 21 
years in films and air work here....Carroll Tornroth, late of NBC artists, 
bossing the radio setup at Nat Goldstone agency....Danny Danker resting 
in the mountains....Deanna Durbin will be first guest star when Chase & 
Sanborn resumes Sept. 7. Only changes in the java setup will be a new 
music director to replace Robert Armbruster and a new male singer for 
Donald Dickson....Martha Raye goes guesting on Rudy Vallee’s Sealtester 
July 10....Frank Forest here for a few weeks, having his vocals piped in 
on ‘Double or Nothing’... .Radio crowd gave Juve Stauffer a farewell party 
and a wrist watch on tke eve of his departure for New York..,.Eddie 
Cantor will guest on Walte; White’s ‘Nobody’s Children’ over Don Lee- 
Mutual July 13....Nancy Gottfried, publicist for Ted Bates agency, will 
be married to Jules Bundgus, Benton & Bowles Hollywood press agent, 
Sept. 7. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Igor Gorin guests on the Chicagoland Hour on WGN on Saturday (12) 
...-Phil Bowman taking over production job on ‘Stepmother’ while Les 
Mitchel vacashes....Bill Seymour doubling from announcer duties to 
some commercial photo jobs....Gladys Heen added to cast of ‘Woman in 
Wr.ite’....NBC program chief Sidney Strotz in for midwest confabs.... 
Annamae Dorney is new secretary for NBC midwest press head, Bill Ray, 
succeeding Agnes Seward, who retired to housekeeping after 12 years on 
the staff. : 


—_—_——_— 


IN SAN FRANCISCO .. . 


Mark Goodson, KFRC m.c., and originator of ‘Pop the Question,’ off to 
greener pastures in New York....Dave Drummond back in town after a 
hitch with KGW-KEX, Portland....Bill Newell, radio editor of the Van- 
couver. Sun, renewing contacts here....Jack Kirkwood, KFRC comic, 
recalling when Lou Costello was his second comic at the old Majestic in 
L. A., and both of ’em adlibbing all over the place....Larry Keating, 
KPO-KGO m.c., doing a personal appearance in Watsonville....Sego 
Milky Way, wax show with Mary Lee Taylor and Bennie Walker, marked 
its seventh year with the cutting of recording No. 728 at Photo & Sound 
this week....Jack Edwards, Jr., of NBC’s ‘Five Edwards,’ has composed 
a song called ‘Are You An Angel’ for BMI release....Mel Nyman did the 
words and Floyd Wright. NBC organist, is the arranger....Herb Caen 
KPO gossiper who airs for Regal Pale Beer, got a fan letter this week 
accompanied by 72-bottle case of suds from the local distrib—of Pabst 
Caen’s sponsor reportedly burning. 

To honor veteran Frisco sportscaster a special Ernie Smith Day was 
staged at Seal’s Stadium here Sunday (6) and Gov. Olson made a presen- 
tation between games at the double-header....Hal Burdick, oldest one- 
man skow in radio with the same sponsor, gets his first vacation in six 
years when ‘Night Editor’ (Cardinet Candy Co.) takes a 13-week layoff 
starting July 20....Nick Lucas now being peddled by Larry Allen of CRA, 
who has set the singer for four commercial shots on KPO starting July 30 


with Regal Pale Beer underwriting....Charles Green of Consolidated 
Radio Artists, N. Y., a Frisco visitor, 
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KVI’S NEW PROGRAMS 


Tacoma, July 8. 
KVI has inaugurated two new sus- 
tainers, filling spots left vacant as 
the result of the station going off 
Programs include 
‘The War Today,’ twice daily recap 
and analysis of war news, scripted 
by De Witt McKenzie of the Uni- 
versity of Washington, aired by Sa- 


Lightning Routs FMer 


Detroit, July 8. 
Lightning knocked Station W45D, 
the Detroit News new FM station, 
off the air here. Considerable dam- 
age. 


Length of time the station will be 
off the air not determined. 








lem Nours. 
Twice-weekly musical, ‘Two : 
Pianos and a Voice,’ has Mar- Cumberland, Md.—WBTO here has 











gerie McKinnie, Jane Powers and 


Jim Lewis of WJHP, Jacksonville, 4s 
Leonard Anderson teamed. es 


announcer, 
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Rain Mars Lewisohn Concerts 
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Much Persuasion Necessary When Mischa Elman 
Views Skimpy Audience of 4,000 








The Philharmonic Concerts at 
Lewisohn Stadium closed out a mis- 
erable week financially Monday 
(7), as rain wiped out all but three 
of the open air concerts. On Tues- 
day (1), Mischa Elman appeared as 
violinist with the orchestra in a per- 
formance of Tschaikowsky’s Con- 
certo in D Major. The soloist al- 
most did not appear, as he viewed 
the small crowd of 4,000 with dis- 
tain. and desired to postpone his ap- 
pearance. It took something near 
physical force to get Elman to play, 
but play he did, as only he can, with 
amazing runs, trills, and cadenzas. 
The too-meagre crowd dragged him 
back for encores. 

Making his Stadium debut at the 
same time, was the English-born 
conductor of the Cincinnati Sym- 
phony, Eugene Goossens. The con- 
ductor clicked big. He conducts 
simply, with no waste motions, and 
has his orchestra under fine control. 
Bad weather gross was about $2,200 

Wednesday. (2), a Spanish-French 
program of De Grignon, Albeniz, 
Turina, Debussy, and Ravel, was 
given with 2,500 in attendance and 
a gross of $1,100. -Thursday (3) and 
Friday (4) were rained out, as was | 
Sunday 45), and Monday (6). On! 
Saturday, Bach, Hanson, Saint-Saens, 
and Tschaikowsky orchestral works | 
were presented to 5,000 people who 
paid about $2,400. 





For the first time in its 26-year | 
history, the Philharmonic will leave 
the Stadium on July 26 to open the 
Flushing Meadow Park, seating | 
8.000 people, at the spot where} 
stood the Acquacade. Joan Field | 
will be violinist soloist with Efrem 
Kurtz at the helm. 


(Thursday), Edward Mathews will 
replace Todd Duncan as _ baritone 
soloist in the annual Gershwin pro- 
gram. 


Tomorrow | 
| 
| 





HATFIELD ON UPBEAT 


Bass-Baritone In Spurt of Varied 


vv 


LUCY MONROE TOURS 


RCA Patriotic Junket for Singer— 
To Do Anthems, Folk Music 


Lucy Monroe will make a tour of 
the country singing American folk 
and patriotic songs under the spon- 
sorship of RCA. She's been given 
the title of Director of Patriotic and 
American Music. . 

Purpose of the tour, as described 
by George K. Throckmorton, RCA 
Manufacturing Co. prez, is to boom 
national morale by stimulating an in- 
terest in folk and patriotic music. 


RICHD CROOKS 
82 CONCERTS 
A STRAIN 


Richard Crooks, kaving finished 








his most extensive concert tour, 82 
appearances, will be booked for only 
50 recitals this coming season. The| 
tenor feels the strain of grind was 
too much. 

He is vacationing in Maine and 
opens Oct. 22 at Layfette, Louisiana. 
He and Tibbett were Columbia’s big- | 
gest draws last season. 





LINO FRANCESCATTITS 
50 FOR COLUMBIA 


| | filling 
}ica this summer 


French violin- 
Columbia in 


Zino Francescatti, 
ist, does 50 concerts for 


1941-42. Opens Oct. 29 in St. Paul, | 
and closes April 30. 

He is booked as soloist with the | 
|N. Y. Philharmonic, Chicago, Cin- 
cinnati, Pittsburgh, Rochester, Cleve- 
1land, Toledo, Tri-City, and 


Prosperity 
aie 

Lansing Hatfield, 
and Met audition winner, 
rocketed to national prominence in 
a few months. Hatfield is sold out 
on 56 concert dates which get under | 
way Nov. 5 in Taunton, Pa. 

The singer wili appear at the Met 
from Dec. 14-March 14, and is now | 
readying a half dozen roles. He 
makes a screen test for Metro later 
this month. 


bass-baritone, 
has sky- | 








Name Concert Dates 


(July 9-19) 


Charles Thomas—(with 


ve Los 
Angeles Philharmonic) Hollywood 
Bowl (10); (with Summer Sym- 
phony) Milwaukee (12): Chautau- 
qua, O. (17) 

Bruno Walter—(conducting Los 
Angeles Philharmonic) Hollywood 
Bowl (11, 18). 

Jessica Dragonette—(with National 
Sympho1 t £ Antonio Brico conduct- 
ing) Washington (10) 

Benny Goodman—(with Philadel- 
Phia Orchestra, Edwin McArthur 
conducting) Robin Hood Dell, Phila 
(10); (with New York Philharmonic, 


Reginald Stewart 

dium, N. Y. (14). 
Margaret Speaks — (with Cleve- 

land Symphony) Cleveland (9). 

Artur Rubinstein—(with Los An- 
ry Philharmonic) Hollywood Bowl 
(17) 

Tito Schipa — Teatro Municipal, 
Rio de Janeiro (18). 

Yehudi Menuhin—Port of Spain, 
Trinidad (9); (with Philadelphia 
Orchestra, with Jose Iturbi conduct- 
ing) Robin Hood Dell, Phila. (15). 

Muriel Dickson-John Dudley — 
(with Philadelphia Orchestra, Jose | 
Iturbi conducting) Robin Hood Dell, 
Phila. (17). 

Oscar Levant—(with New York 
Philharmonic, Alexander Smallens'! 
conducting) Stadium, N. Y. (10). i 


conducting) Sta- 


;Success a 


| strumental in 


Francisco symphonies. 


Toscanini Pace Slowed 


’ 
i aeslus, 


By RAY JOSEPHS 
Buenos Aires, July 8 

Arturo Toscanini here alone with- 
out the NBC Symphony is getting a 
let-down reaction from the giddy 
fervor of his reception and boxoffice | 
year Municipally- 
Teatro Colon is’ reported 
|somewhat worried and_ definitely 
| disappointed. They did not expect 
Argentinians to so quickly return to 
normal temperature. Ticket sale, 
while good, is nothing to compare 

with the smash of last year 
Colon went to great lengths to get 
Toscanini, flyin: its director-general 


Florio N. Ugarte to New York to 


ago 


owned 


Pnature tne nae r if +4 
irante a a € er 
and roundi! ip the cre 5. A 

nusical talent in order to pr if 
suitable orchestra for |! Mar 
ement was counting on a repeti- 
tion of the tremendo fervor which 
Toscanini’s last year trip with the 
NBC caused. Reception at that time 
was front-page news. throughout 
South America and a top feature 


in public interest. 

Toscanini ave a brief interview 
on his arrival here by plane, declar- 
ing his son-in-law pianist, Vladimir 
Horowitz, might come to B. A. for 
a series of piano and orchestra con- 
certs. He has given no interviews 
since. Toscanini, who expects to re- 
main about three months, plans to 
bring Friedelind Wagner, great niece 
of Richard Wagner, back to the 
States with him. Toscanini was in- | 
obtaining permission | 
for her to leave England and come} 
here. 

Antonia Brico, woman conductor, 
has been re-engaged as conductor of | 
the National Symphony Orchestra, 
Washington, on July 10 





| America, 


|neighbors through an 


San 


EUROPEANS A 
LONGER COME 


Virtuosi From United States 
Numerously Booked for 
Winter Season Which 
Happily Is Reverse of Ours 
—Considered Best of Good- 
Willers Since Based on 
Artistic Appreciation Only 








BIGGER IN 1942? 


By EDWARD SMITH 





Trenton Opera Chorus Experiment 


Ideal With 


May Be Widely Emulated in U. S.; 


Local Symphonies 





GIVE SWISS CONCERTS 


Jacques Thibald and Pablo Casals 
Reported In Berne 


Berne, June 28. 

Jacques Thibald, French violinist, 
and Pablo Casals, ’cellist, are con- 
certizing here. Both these artists 
jare well known in America. 
| They are among the very few well 
|known artists still appearing in 
| Europe. 








South America has now become | 


the greatest source of income and | 


TEXACO OKAYS 


engagements for classic artists out- | 


side of the U. S. Luckily for sing- 
ers and instrumentalists, the sum- 


mer or dead season in the U. S. 
is the winter season south of the 
border, and dozens of American and 
European artists making their homes 
in the U. S. are traveling to the 
southern hemisphere this year. 

So great is the exodus, 
popular are the artists appearing, 
that it is felt in some quarters that 
all the good will broadcasts in the 


world, all the film stars and propa- | 


ganda pictures which are* being 
shipped by Hollywood to Latin 
cannot begin to compete 
with the good will being established 
by the singers and instrumentalists 
who speak to their South American 
international 
medium, music. 
$15 Tops—and Sell Out 

Last season’s tours of Arturo Tos- 
canini and Leopold Stokowski, sold 
out at $15 tops, are well known. 
Now Toscanini is in South 
| for a repeat. NBC artists who are 
engagements in South Amer- 
are Judith Hellwig, 
Josephine Tuminia, Arthur -Carron 
Herbert Janssen, Nathan Milstein, 
Joseph Szigeti, Claudio Arrau and 
Alexander Brailowsky. Columbia 
Concerts Corp. has booked 
Menuhin, Charles Kullman, 
farlowe, Helen Olheim, Kar] 
del, Gennaro Papi, Frederick Ja- 
gel, Bruna Castagna, Rene Maison, 
Raoul Jobin, Lily Djanel, Alexander 
Sved, Grace Moore, Robert Casa- 
Eyvin Lahohm, Kurt Baun 
and Salvatore Baccalini. 

Contract were oe 
Serkin, Adolph Busch, and 
Piatigorsky, who were forced to de- 
cline, but who will accept for next 


i¢ 


Rudolf 


Gregor 


season. 


Only dra 


restrictions, and the difference in 
the rate of exchange, but most of 
these artists are receiving American 
dollars under arrangements made 
with their managers. In previous 
| years, South America depended on 
| European artists who are no longer 
available, but from the rapidity of 
the er wth of the field, and the 
World War, Americans by next sum- 

er may find the country a 

t a ft e al ~ 


WESTCHESTER COUNTY’S 6 


Ballet, 


Sets Crooks, Rachmaninoff, 
Oscar Levant, Rodzinski 
ti Baten Beards Cent 
oked seven attraction 
coming eason starting witn Rich ird 
Crooks on Oct. 31, and ending March 
20 with the Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo Prices for the series run 
from $6.60-$16.50. 
Other artists will be Serge Rach- 


maninoff, General Platoff’s Don Cos- | 


sacks, Salvatore Bassaloni and Ma- 
rion Talley in joint recital, the 
Cleveland Orchestra with Oscar Le- 
vant and Artur Rodzinski as con- 
ductor, and Jascha Heifetz. 





FERDE GROFE FRISCO DEAL 


San Francisco, July 8. 


America } 


Yehudi | 
Anthony | 
Rei- | 


whacks are certain money | 


MET OPERA 
FOR “41 





and so} 


Texas Co. last week signatured a 
contract with the NBC-Blue for the 
Metropolitan Opera broadcasts this 
|}coming season. The oil refiner gave 
the network an oral okay several 
weeks ago but there was some doubt 
whether it would go through with 
the additional radio expense because 
of the oil priorities question that 
had meanwhile been raised by Sec- 
retary of the Interior Harold Ickes. 
Texaco took the position that re- 
gardless of what 
hold for the gasoline business 
Met broadcasts at $250,000 for the 


price. 


The pickups from the Met at Sat- | 


urday matinee performance start the 
first week in December. 


Beaumont, Texas, 50,000, 


» °< . Oy 7 of . 
Programs Six Topliners 
Beaumont, July 8. 
city of 50,000 booked its 
ambitious program for the 
Six first string 
presented in a concert 


Texas, 

This 
most 
1941-42 season. 
tists will be 
eries 

Artists are Lawrence T 
Jascha He Richard Crooks, the 
Trapp Family Singers, Rise Stevens 
and Vronsky and Babin. 


| ck 
RETHBERG AS PIANIST? 


It Was a Rumor Only—But Singer 
Is Versatile Enough 


has 


bbett, 


ifetz, 


Rumors that Elisabeth Rethberg 
Met lyric soprano for the past score 
of years, might appear as pianist 
soloist vitn Alfred Wallenstein’s 
WOR orchestra during her 10 weeks 

f appearance a t- 
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é S ce Viarce Sem- 
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ner appearance as violinist besides 
singing as a coloratura. 

| Helen Tr raubel has been sold for | 
55 concerts for the 1941-42 season. | 
Off Oct. 1 in Scranton 

She is alloting a half season to the 


| Met, leaving to resume 
the end of February 
middle of May 


concerts at 


through the 


Ferde Grofe is skedded to conduct | 


'the Frisco symph in three Standard | 


Oil broadcasts in November. 
Deal is set by Larry Allen of Con- 
solidated Radio Artists. 


Marian Andersen her only 
/summer date Aug. 9 in the 
seat Ocean Grove auditorium, 


i bury Park, N. J. 


cinge 
sings 


AS- 


’% 
+ 


the future may | 
the 


seasonal package was cheap at the} 


ar- | 


7,000- | 





A promotional project under way 
at the present time may result in 
the formation of a locally trained 
chorus in each city in the U. S. 
which has a symphony orchestra. 
This would mean approximately 200 
cities throughout the country, with 
|the chorus members being trained 
lboth in the field of grand opera and 
for orchestral works requiring 
choral backgrounds. 

Back of the project is the work 
accomplished last season by the 
Trenton Opera Association which 
put on a series of three operas with 
a locally trained group in conjunc- 
tion with its orchestra. Prices 
charged ran to a top of $5 for the 
three operas, with sold out houses 
at each, and a net profit at the end 
of the season. The cost of trans- 
porting 50 or more chorus members 
from city to city has always been 
prohibitive for opera, but in this in- 
stance, Trenton was given Metro- 
politan top flight singers at prices 
not possible in N. Y. The experi- 
ment was watched with interest by 
other groups, and will be carried 
much further next season. Trenton, 
continuing on its own, has booked 
| five operas for the 1941-42 season, 
| with star studded casts. 

Responsible for the Trenton suc- 
| cess are James Kerney, president of 
‘the Opera Association; John E. 

Curry, executive manager; Michael 
Kuttner, musical director, and 
{Michael De Pace, artistic manager, 
fand casting director. 











‘Joe Dyer-Curran Swindt 
| Form Frisco Management 


Partnership; Ballet Next 


San Francisco, July 8. 
| Joseph Dyer, head of the Munici- 


pal Art Commission, and Curran 
Swindt, press rep for the Opera as- 
sociation, have formed Metropolitan 


|Management on the side to handle 
concert attractions which come their 
way. Second bookfng undertaken by 
the pair is the Ballet Russe, which 
they'll present for six performances 
Aug. 5-9. 
First Met 
the Stokowski 
ditorium (27) which, 
drew 5,000 people 
| even. 
| Stoki cut no capers here, 
|} hard and putting on an okay con- 
icert. Introduced a technique which 
approval here by 
a short program and 
a flock of encores 


Management date was 
concert in Civic Au- 
Swindt reports, 
but just broke 


working 


won pro f¢ ional 
scheduling 
then granting 


JUILLIARD GRADS TOUR 


Present 


Eight to ‘Figaro’ Under 
Columbia Banner 
M t Nozze di Figaro 7 
f @ig - ara S ‘ ‘ 
ate bee pDoOOoke l¢ ek 
toi if the T Ss Colur > he 
ompany 1 give 70 perfe ces 
of iv€ Ope ry T E anc - 
€ are 
Onening 1t State Teacher ( e 
lege vith ‘( Far I being 
prepare d for ne eact 
. 
Robert Weede Cashing In 
Robert Weede, erstwhile Music 
Hall baritone, whose success at the 


Met last 
prominence, 
'on 26 


season skyrocketed him to 
has been sold out now 
concerts for the fall season 
which gets under way for him Oct. 
6 in Bozeman, Montana, and will 
be booked for 60 before the year is 
‘out. The baritone is also scheduled 
|for six performances with the San 
Francisco Opera Co. 

| Fortuno Gallo has signed him for 
the Chicago Co. season, prior to his 
return to the Met. He is also booked 
in Havana and Santiago, Cuba, from 
‘November 17-21. 
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Krupa-Andrews, Pitt, Fine $23,000); 
Rochester the Magnet With Stabile 
In Philly Big 24G; Harris, Chi, 36 





(Estimates for This Week) 


Will Bradley, New York — (Para- 
mount: 3,664; 35-55-85-99). ‘Caught 
in Draft’ (Par) plus strong support 
on stage including Jane Froman and 
Danny Kaye is credited for great 
part of sensational $70,000 garnered 
on second week, after $72,000 record 
summer gross here on initial session. 
Biz on July 4 weekend tabbed best 
for this period Par has enjoyed, with 
best matinee gross registered on 
Fourth. 


Cab Calloway, New York—‘(Strand; 
2.767: 35-55-75-85-99). ‘Manpower’ 
(WB), picture attraction, not rated 
as being so big because given brush- 
off by many critics but strong sup- 
port to Calloway’s slick aggregation 
is accounting for $46,000 or there- 
abouts, nifty takings and tops here 
in many weeks. 


Phil Harris, Chicago — (Chicago, 
4,000; 35-55-75) with ‘Caught in the 
Draft’ (Par) (2d wk). MHoldover 
week’ for film, but first week for 
Harris heading toward bright $35,000. 
Three factors getting credit for okay 
biz, the holiday, the Bob Hope 
starrer and Harris’ crew and radio 
rep. 

Gene Krupa, Pittsburgh—(Stanley; 
3.800; 25-40-60) with Andrews Sisters 
and ‘Out of the Fog’ (WB). An- 
drews Sisters getting the kudoes for 
the very big $23,000 in sight, though 
some measure of support is ac- 
credited Krupa and the film. Sisters 


o 





| 
F 


| 








On the Upbeat 


Mack Davis (CBS) 
booking the Hotel St. Regis, N. , = 
where he spotted Hal Saunders and 
Gus Martel, when MCA takes over 
CBS Artists. 











Dick Rogers, currently at Hamid’s 
Million Dollar Pier, Atlantic City, 
is the ‘band of the week’ for the | 
Sunday nights July 6 and 13, at the 
Hotel New Yorker, N. Y., 
Johnny Long. 





Maria Karson instrumental and vo- 
cal quartet, at Luthers hotel, Sara- 
toga Lake, N. Y. 

Ken Brader’s orch playing nightly 
sessions at Clyde's, Buck Hill Forks, 
Mountainhome, Pa. 





Mike Shelby, formerly with Mal 
Hallett, featuring Mary Murphy, 
Howard Miller and Johnny Fedor 
with his orch at the Mt. Pocono 
Grill, Mt. Pocono, Pa. 





Stan Norris at Sister Lake, Michi- 
gan resort. 





Meyer Balsom combo current at 
Charlie Monroe’s Mayfair outside 
Buffalo. 





Richard Avonde 
Morgan 


band followed 
Thomas crew at ballroom, 





Newt Lane’s new crew into Colvin 


are back for second time in four 
months. 
Will Osborne, Los Angeles—(Par- | Crystal Beach, Ont. 
amount; 3,595; 30-44-55-75) with} 
‘Caught in the Draft’ (Par) for sec- 
ond week. 


hefty $21,000 on holdover, 


ture. 


Dick Stabile, Philadelphia— (Earle; 
2.768: 35-46-57-68-75). ‘Lady from 
Louisiana’ (Rep) on screen, with 
heavy supporting stage bill headed 
by Rochester, 
Rochester obviously the magnet for 
the husky $24,000 in the tills. 


Band Bookings 














Benny Goodman, July 12-13, Steel | orchestra league, soon will take on! Heath Inn, N. Y., 


Pier, Atlantic City, N. J. 


Les 
hotel, Delavan, Wis.; 21, Auditorium, 
St. Paul; 22, Cobblestone B., reid 


Lake, Ia.; 26 to Aug, 8, Yankee “lo 
Brookfield, O.;. Aug. 9, Lake Breeze | 
Pier, Buckeye Lake, O. 

Maxine 
July 18, 
csa.> “to. 


Sullivan-Benny 
Palmetto Park, 


Beach Pier, Jacksonville, | 


Fla.; 21, Auditorium, Macon, Ga.; 22, | th 


Two Spot Night Club, Jacksonville, 
Fla.; 24, City Aud, Atlanta, Ga.; 25, 
City Aud, Birmingham, Ala.; Harlem 
Sq. Club, Miami, Fla.; 30, | 
Roof Garden, Baton Rouge, La.; 
City Aud, Houston, Tex. 


RAYMOND 
SCOTT 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Just Released 


“IN A SU BW ey FAR FROM 
IRE ND’ 


“MEXICAN nee <ratl BEAN” 
Columbia Record No. 36211 
MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 



































HARRY 
JAMES 


AND HIS 


Music Makers Orchestra 
NBC—Columbia Records 
Currently 
HOTEL LINCOLN 
NEW YORK 


Dir.: —-Musie Corp of America 


| 





} 


Carter, | 
Augusta, | 











me 
= 


Turnstiles clicking for; Gables near Buffalo, following Ralph | 
but most! Prieur outfit. 
of credit going to the Bob Hope pic- | 


Peggy Price has joined Paul Spor’s | 


band at the Villa, near Toledo, as 
vocalist. 


Herbie Kay succeeds Ada Leonard | 
Gracie Barrie, et al.| 49d her All-American Girls at the 


Cascades Room in Hotel 
Youngstown. 


Pick-Ohio, 








Matty Malneck into the St. Fran- | 
cis, San Francisco, July 24. 
Johnny Messner’s_ softball team, | 


popularly known as champs of the | 


iMel Marvin’s boys who drubbed 


will continue | 


relieving | 


Happy Felton Donates 





Mamas Felton, who until he Solaad | 
el 


Izapoppin, 
ania to give his music library to | 
the government. It consists of al- 
most 300 special arrangements and 

unusual seorings, the product of 10 
| years collecting. 


Capt. Maurice King, of the 98th 
Division, who is in charge of the 
music department at Camp. Upton, 
|N. Y., will receive the library after 
“Hellzapoppin’s’ matinee today (9). 

Felton was prompted to make this 
‘contribution after hearing of Capt. 
| King’s need through a_ trombone- 
| player who left the ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
|orchestra for this year of military 
‘service. The trombone-player, inci- 
| dentally, is Herbert Plattner, com- 
poser of the song ‘Madame Will Drop 
Her Shawl.’ 





are meeting the Music Publisher's 
outfit at New Rochelle, N. Y., field | 
today ‘Wed.). 





Bob C 
a two weeks and three days vacation 
starting Friday (6), their 
lough in three years. Band opens at 


| Catalina Island on Aug. 9. 








and Abe Lyman went over to the 


ment. 





Ella Fitzgerald and her musical | 
crew moved into the Trianon today 
(Tues.) for two weeks, succeeding | 
Leighton Noble. 





Johnny Chitkin is the new 
player with Benny Resh orchestra at | 
the Bowery, Detroit. 








Roy George orchestra shifted from 
the Cofe Loyale, N. Y., to the | 
|wood Hotel, West End, N. J. 





| Ina Ray Hutton, who’s currently 
lon one-nighters, waxes for Okeh 
i July 14. 


Four Inkspots have been inked for| 
}a four-week stint at the Club Bali, 
|Philly, beginning September 23. 


| — 








Bob Chester replaces Bill 1 McCune | 


‘at the Chatterbox, Mountainside, 
|N. J., for a four week stay starting | 
| July 17. Former, who’s been on a 


long tour of the Atlantic seaboard, | 
| will have four shots a week on NBC 
\blue through WJZ, N. Y. 





Mel Marvin, now at the Pelham! 
loses his first trum- 
Wayne Engle, to Art 


pet man, 


Hite, July 8-20, Lake Lawn | Charli ie Spivak’s nine last week and , Mooney’ s outfit on July 15. 


10 Best Sellers 0 on Coin-Machines 





(Records below are grabbing 
roughout the country, as reportec 
of more than one band or wocalist 
popularity, whose recordings are 


Ll; Daday (6) Republic......is.05: 


2. Intermezzo (8) Schuberth 


3. My Sister and I (6) BMI 


4. Aurora (4) Robbins............ 


5. Hut Sut Song (3) Schumann 


6. Maria Elena (2) Southern 


7. Green Eyes 
8. Nighty Night (4) 
9. Amapola 


Dolores 


DISKS GAIN 


(These records are directly below t 


in demand on the coin machines.) 


most 


being played. 
parenthesis.indicate the number of weeks each song 
| and respective publishers.) 


yn ee ban oe 


SE asdicia hi hd cea sik 


nickels this week in 
1 by operators to VARIETY. 
after the title indicates, 


jukeboxes 
Names 


Figures and names in 
has been in the listings 


{ Sammy Kaye......... Victor 
Piece } Andrews Sisters.......Decca 
{ Woody Herman.......Decca 
Sree aa } Benny Goodman.,.Columbia 
{ Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 


} Benny Goodman.. 


was a maestro, has | 


‘ His Library to Upton 
| 


rosby and his band will take 


first fur- | 


Ray Noble switched from the Wil- | 
liam Morris agency to Music Corp.., | 


Morris office from General Amuse- | 


bass 


| days, 


| 





in order of | 


| crowd. 
| coin and hoppers, 


.Columbia | 


Bands at Hotel B.O’s 


NEW YORK 


| (Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
| charge business being ‘done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
| Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 


room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
| holiday price.) 





Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 
} Rand Hotel Played Week Qn Date 
Bobby Byrne..... Pennsylvania (500; 75c “a 5 4 1,800 5,730 
| Xavier Cugat..... Waldorf (375: $1-$1.50)............ 12 2,150 25,190 
Tommy Dorsey... Astor (1,000; 75c-$1).............2.. 7 3,900 33,770 
| Ray Heatherton.. Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............ 4 400 1,650 
| Ray Kinney*...... Lexington (300: 75c-$1.50).......... i2 1375 16,100 
| Johnny Long*..... New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 4 1,225 5,090 
Hal Saunders ....St. Regis (400; $1-$1.50)............. 7 350 2,975 





*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
| major draw. 


| CHICAGO 


Paui Whiteman* (Chez Paree; 500, $2.50-$3.50 min). Closing week for 
_the Whiteman band proved good with 2,500 customers up until Friday. 
Boyd Raeburn orch, opened Friday (4) with Milton Berle heading the 
| floor show to a strong week-end of 1,900 people. 


Skinnay Ennis* (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 dinner min.: 
$2.-$2.50 supper min.). Ennis temporarily fronting local Lew Diamond 
band due to automobile accident involving some of his own men neverthe- 
| less turned in a good week of 2,500 patrons. Ennis has proven to be a 
draw locally and should have a good money stay here. 
| Jimmy Dorsey (Panther Room, Sherman Hotel; 700; $1-$2 min.). Dorsey 
| continues to be one of the best draws in this area. A smash week, play- 
| ing to 3,600 people. 
| Jimmy Joy* (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel 
building steadily under Joy who is developing a nice following for himself 
| here. Second week shows an increase up to 2,400 customers which is 
unusual for this room. 


; 300; $1-$2 min.). Business 


a 


LOS ANGELES 


| Abe Lyman (Palladium; 6,000; 55c-$1.10). Lyman surprising with best 
, pull in months. In second week drew around 14,500 admissions. Sticks 
around for two weeks more and then Woody Herman comes in for six 
| weeks. 
Harry Owens (Aquatic Room, Hotel Miramar, Santa Monica; 500; 50c- 
| $1). Nitery on ocean front opened Thursday (3) and Owens’ Royal Hawai- 
ians picked off 1,240 covers. First time spot has had name band in years. 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Despite summer weather, 
| Martin drew around 3,500 covers, aided by heavy influx of out-of-towners. 


Ina Ray Hutton Crowdsin rd 00 Hoofers 
‘At Taunton; Monroe Zingy at Celoron 





(Estimates) 


Larry Clinton (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., June 30-2). After 
packing in 7,300 hoofers over the previous weekend, during record heat 
Clinton continued good business in spite of persistent high temp 
| wit h 1,000 Monday, 1,400 Tuesday, and 1,800 Wednesday. Good gross of 
$2,335 at $1.35 couple. 
| Al Donahue (Eastwood Gardens, 


Detroit, July 4). 
| Of city on holiday 


Despite evacuation 
, Donahue pulled a nice 2,900 payees 


at 55c for $1,595 on 


| Fourth, bettered on succeeding weekend nights. At Lakeside, July 3, a 
3 1,000 were herded at 75c. 

Jimmy Dorsey (Summitt Beach Park B., Akron, O., June 25). Good 
ei 100 admissions, although considerably under his last .year record here. 
$1 advance, $1.25 at door. 

Ina Ray Hutton (Roseland B., Taunton, Mass., July 4). On her first 
| engagement here, gal lured 2,200 dancers at $1.10 per head for terrific 


gross of $2,420, which was $500 above tke previous record set by Charlie 
Barnet. The following night (5) at Kimball’s Starlight B., South Lynnfield, 


Mass., 2,000 paid 65c for big gross of $1,300. 

Inkspots (Memorial Auditorium, Dayton, O., July 1). A fair total of 
1,000 pulled $850 at 85c. 

Glenn Miller (Forum, Wichita, Kan., July 5). Top ranking attendance 


here reaping $5,640; 2.800 hoofers paid $1.95 each: 800 spectators, $1.11. 
Ted Weems was in competition at Blue Moon which couldn't accommodate 
(Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb., June 30). Terrific 2,920 
dancers paid $3,853 at $1.15, $1.45 and $1.65 to smash all records, both 
formerly held by Paul Whiteman and Herbie Kay re- 
Colossal for this spot. 

Vaughn Monroe 


spectively. 


(Celoron Park, Jamestown. 


j D ; é July 8). Terrific business 
US EA \ Jimmy Dorsey.. .....Decca here in opening ‘name’ band session; 1,460 dancing at $2 advance and $2.50 
| Andrews Sisters...... Decca | at door per couple culled a gross topping all 1940 figures excepting the 
{ Freddie Meviin.....Bluebird | Glenn Miller record. 
| King Sisters........Bluebird Alvino Rey (Saylor’s Lake Pavilion. Savloi sburg, Pa., July 5) First 
_ {Jimmy Dorsey....... Decca | name band in the Poconos drew biggest crowd in county's histery; 2,600 
| Tony Pastor........Bluebird | at 85c reaped $2,200; great. 
Jimmy Dors2y...... .Decca Pinky Tomlin (State B., East Grand Forks, Minn., July 31). Attendance 
{ Alvino Rey ..- Bluebird | of 0/6 grossed a total $416. Tabs at $1 and at 50c. 
" | Bobby Byrne . Decca Orrin Tucker (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, M&ss., July 3-5). Tucker 
Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca set a record for the weekend with 11,000 paying $1.35 per couple for ter- 
(Pine CrOeby 6 .seseaci ean | rific gross ef $7,425. He drew 4,300 Thursday, 3,200 gre 3,500 Saturday. 
cecece ) Tommy Dorsey.. .. Victor | Herby Woods (Hunt's Ocean Pier, Wildwood, N. July 4). Drew @a- 


ra ee | pacity biz at 75c evening and 55c matinee, eer Jimmy Dorsey's for- 
ING FAVOR | mer Labor Day record. 


he first 10 in popularity, but growing| Louis Armstrong (Greystone B., Detroit, Mich., July 3). Dancers turned 





. | out 6,000 strong at 75c.; excellent. 
pS ey ee ee { Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca | Lionel Hampton (City Auditorium, Atlanta, Ga. July 3). Hampton's 
| Vaughn Monroe..... Bluebird | | jive pulled some 5,300 hoofers at 75c; okay. 
s earn Horace Heidt...... Columbia Woody Herman (White City Park, H Ill., July 3). Solid 1,600 at 
Goodbye Dear, Be Back in Year (C. to C.). : y , Herrin, by One we _ ‘ 
’ , | Dick Rober'son.......Decca 75¢e. At Dunbar Cave, Clarksville, Tenn., following day outfit drew 1,640 
Rose and a Prayer (BVC)..........ccceeeees Jimmy Dorsey........Decca | 4@ncers at $1.25 advance and $1.50 at gate, breaking Kay Kyser’s long- 
*  (Inkspots Decca | t27ding record. On Saturday (5) Herman pulled a capacity 1,500 at 
Do I Worry? (Melody Lane).............45. + Toeneny Deeses.... " Sielen Castle Farms, Cincinnati, with 500 hoofers turned away at the gate. 
ment Cry Cherie GENRGITO) «..... osc ics occas Glenn Miller....... Bluebird | 
Yes, Indeed (Embassy )....¢.....eeeeeeceees Tommy ‘Dorsey.......Victor| Bob Astor’s newly formed band Dave Mann, pianist with Charlie 
| Jimmy Dorsey........Decea |Which opened at Budd Lake, N. J., 'Spivak, has returned to the band at 
When the Sun Comes Out (BVC).....:.... \ - : Y., after 
| Charlie Spivak ........Okeh |last week, has a spot on the Fitch | |the Glen Island Casino, N. afte 
Kiss the Boys Goodbye (Famous).......... Tommy Dorsey.......Victor | Bandwagon next Sunday (13). Out- a ees eee," Arranee Sonny 





Goodbye, 


Darling, Goodbye 


eee eeeeeee 


subbed while Mann was 
- Decca | fit's backed by Perry Stein, former away. H. A. Tennyson recently suc- 


..Okeh | Jersey exhibitor. 


| Bae Croehy.ccsices 
{Gene Autry .....0.. 


lceeded’ Jinimy Sands on” fhe’ clarinet. 
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Inside Stufl—Orchestras 


Last night (Tues.) was the occasion of the formal ‘turning over’ by 
George Hall of his band to Dolly Dawn, heretofore his featured vocalist, 
who will now join the Ina Ray Hutton-Rita Rio school of femme dance 
maestros. Hall will continue managing it and, incidentally, has just signed 
the Dawn band to an RCA Bluebird recording contract, minimum of four 





Lombardo Has to Cancel 


Detroit, July 8. 

Because of radio commitments in 
the East, Guy Lombardo’s orchestra 
was forced to cancel Aug. 29 week 
engagement at Eastwood Gardens 
here. While offering to come in 
for five days, the band would have 
been unable to fill on the important 





sides a month for a year. 





After setting an attendance record 


at Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 


a few weeks ago Sammy Kaye's orchestra cracked another high water 


mark at the Essex House hotel, Ne 
June 29. Essex House has no cover 
tion six years. 


w York, for the four weeks ending 
or minimum. It has been in opera- 


Leader was presented with a gold watch on leaving. 





Cab Calloway’s 10th anniversary 


as a bandleader will be celebrated 


Thursday (10) with appropriate ceremonies in New York. 








VENUTI GESTURE 
COLLIDES WITH 
CONTRACT 


Philadelphia, July 8. 

Bandleader Joe Venuti had a 
tussle with the management of the 
Stanley-Warner Earle over the ques- 
tion of making an outside personal 
appearance with his band during his 
stay at the Earle last week. Venuti’'s 
nephew, Jimmy Venuti, is leader of 
a band at the Hopkins’ Rathskeller 
in North Philly. To give the kid a 
buildup, Joe promised to bring his 
band and a flock of the surrounding 
acts to the Rathskeller last Wednes- 
day night (2). Bill Hopkins, opera- 
tor of the spot, advertised in the 
newspapers that ‘the entire Earle 
show’ would make an appearance. 

Since the show included the An- 
drews Sisters, Hopkins expected a 
big night. However, Hal Seiden- 
berg, manager of the Earle, spotted 
the ad and stormed into Venuti’s 
dressing room asking ‘what was the 
big idea.’ 

Venuti explained that he was 
merely doing his relative ‘a favor’ 
and didn’t see any harm in bring- 
ing along the rest of the gang. Seid- 
enberg pointed out that the contract 
forbade any outside appearances and 





threatned to take action if Venuti or | 


any of the others went to the Raths- 
keller for the advertised show. 
Venuti finally gave in and the big 
‘in person’ bill at Hopkins’ spot 
dwindled down to an announcement 
by the m.c. that the Earle acts could 
not appear ‘through circumstances 
beyond our control.’ 


Phil Spitalny Girls 
At Chautauqua Instead 
Of Paul Whiteman Orch. 


Jamestown, N. Y., July 8. 

Despite the fact that officials have 
made no announcement of the 
change, Phil Spitalny’s all-girl ‘Hour 
of Charm’ orchestra will replace 
Paul Whiteman at Chautauqua In- 
stitution this week-end. Oddity of 
failure to report change, after much 
advance publicity on Whiteman con- 
cert to open season, is unexplained, 





although it would have been simple | 


enough to announce it’s due to the 
sudden death of his three-year-old 
son, Richard. 


Whiteman played to huge throng by Local 77, American Federation of | 


two years ago at Chautauqua. 





PHIL ART STUDIOS BKPT. 

An involuntary bankruptcy was 
filed in N. Y. federal court against 
Philip and Arthur Zynet, doing busi- 
ness as Phil Art Music Studios, which 
Sells musical instruments. 

N. Y. Bank & Instrument Co. is 
owed $141, and Gretsch & Brenner 
1S Owed $66, while the charge is that 


other creditors were preferred while | 


Phil Art was bankrupt. 











COUNT BASIE 


and His Orchestra 


Currently 


RITZ-CARLTON 
BOSTON 


Columbia Records 


Direction 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, INC. 


ores ¢ 7) . f 11 
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CAUGHT IN AFTER-DRAFT 


Will Bradley Booking Affected by 
Long Run Show at Par, N. Y. 








Because of the five-week run of 
‘Caught in the Draft’ at the Broad- 
way Paramount, which will inter- 
fere with Will Bradley’s schedule 
when he opens at the Hotel Astor 
roof, N. Y., Ina Ray Hutton will be 
the alternating band. Bradley comes 
in July 15, succeeding Tommy Dor- 
sey. 

Latter goes on one-nighters, wind- 
ing up at Atlantic City’s Steel Pier 
and thence into the Cavalier, Vir- 
ginia Beach. 


POCONO AREA 
CLICKS WITH 
NAMES 


Stroudsburg, Pa., July 8. 

Ina Ray Hutton brings her orch. 
| to Saylor’s Lake Pavilion at near- 
|'by Saylorsburg on Saturday (12). 
| Lou Breese’s band follows the next 
| week (19) with the Frankie Mas- 
| ters combo negotiating a definite 
| date. Jimmy Dorsey’s booking is in 
ithe offing, and a Paul Whiteman 
Sunday afternoon concert is being 
planned. Dancing is not allowed 
| here on the Sabbath. 

Alvino Rey and the Four King 
| Sisters opened the name band pro- 
| cession in the Poconos and drew an 
excellent crowd last Saturday (5). 
Sammy Kaye followed last night 
(8) and did sensational, turn-away 
business. 

Credit for the successful venture 
goes to veteran promoter A. J. 
Perry, owner-operator of the popu- 
{lar Empire Baliroom, at Allentown, 
|Pa. He leases the dance floor from 
F. Barthold, owner-manager of 

















k 

the 
|stairs tavern which uses nightly 
organ entertainment. 
Empire for the winter sea- 


Hammond 
With the 


resort, who continues the down-| 


Saturday and Sunday dates which 
brought about the complete cancela- 
tion. 

Lombardo was to follow 
Savitt. 


Auto Shows Go 
On Per Always; 
Book Bands, Acts 


Detroit, July 8. 

With the entire automobile indus- 
try tied up with defense work it 
would seem that new car showings 
would be sadly neglected this year. 
However, the industry is going.right 
ahead with its annual conventions 
as usual, which means that orches- 
tras can count on the usual amount 
of work throughout July, August and 
| September. 


Del Delbridge and Ray Gorrell and 
their orchestra are starting the sea- 
son off with three weeks for Gen- 
eral Motors. Using a 12-piece band, 
plus vocalists Juliana and Paul 
Davis, their first show is in Saginaw, 
Mich., starting yesterday (8) for four 
days. Then they have five days at 
the Masonic Temple, Detroit, and 
five days in Flint, which takes them 
through the 25th. With the orches- 
tra is a show consisting of Gregory 
and Raymond and Faith Hope and 
Zingo. 

Besides GM, the Delbridge-Gorrell 
orchestra has three other auto shows 
pending. 


SKINNAY ENNIS 
MEN IN CRASH 


Chicago, July 8. 

Five members of Skinnay Ennis’ 
orchestra, current at the Empire 
Room of the Palmer House, were in- 
jured so seriously last week in an 
auto accident in Gary, Ind., when re- 
turning from a one-nighter that they 
were sent to hospital. Those held in 
the hospital are trombonist Babe 
| Brown, broken nose; bass violinist 
|George White, both legs broken; 
trumpeter Ralph Liscom, gashed ab- 
domen; trumpeter Louis Mitchell, 
fractured nose and_ shoulder, 


in Jan 




















Police Allowed Vice Which Scared 


Elderly Clientele, 


Ballroom Owner 


Now Is Suing Detroit Officials 





ACCUSE JIMMY GRIER 


Orchestra Leader Charged With 
Holding Out Jobless Insurance Coin 








Los Angeles, July 8. 

Jimmy Grier, orchestra leader, 
currently appearing in Salt Lake 
City, was accused by Los Angeles 
city attorney's office of holding out 
$4,000 in California Unemployment 
Insurance taxes, asserted to have 
been collected from his musicians | 
Since Jan. 1, 1940. 

Complaint was made by former | 
members of the Grier band, who ap- 
plied for jobless benefits and found 
no coin on the books. 


LABOR TAXES 
NOT LEADER'S 
BURDEN 


Philadelphia, July 8. 
The State Unemployment Com- 





| 





; pensation Board last week ruled that 


none of the local bandleaders came 
under the ‘name’ category and there- 
fore they were exempt from paying 
unemployment compensation taxes. 
Wand-wavers who have already 
paid the levy for their men will get! 
refunds) Exemption of the band- 
leaders makes the operators of the- 
atres and niteries respensible for 
the tax, and the board is getting set 


Musicians were advised to 
the jobs 


keep | 
they 
un- 


wage credits for 
worked in order that their 
employment compensation records 
may be kept straight. Investigators 
for the compensation board found 
that very few night club owners 
kept books, and this made it diffi- 
cult to get accurate wage records for 
musicians, performers and other em- 
ployees. 

The ruling by the Unemployment 
Compensation Board upset a plea by 
Frank Palumbo, in behalf of the 
Pennsylvania Cafe Owners Associ- 
ation, to place the responsibility of | 
paying the tax on bandleaders and | 
not cabaret operators. Palumbo | 
claimed that musicians were bought | 








| 


| 

‘on contract’ and were not regular) 
employees of his spots. } 
Under the board’s interpretation a'| 
name band’ is one in which the mu- 


and |Sicians get regular salaries whether 


on and Saylor’s Lake in the sum-| Frank Peters, fractured kneecap. All | they work or not. 


mer, Perry 


the year around. 


BERNIE BERLE PENANCE 
OVER, FORMING BAN 


Philadelphia, July 8. 
Bernie Berle, suspended and fined 


| 





Musicians, last year for allegedly 
| forcing members of his band to kick- 
back parts of their salary, was re- 
instated last week and is beginning 
formation of a ..ew band, 

Berle’s fine of $5.000 was reduced 
to $1.000 and he was given the right 


to pay it off in instalments. His 
suspension of five years was cut 
down to one year, which expired last 
Friday (4). : 


Jay Brower’s 3D 





San Francisco, July 8. 
Jay Brower, orch leader recently 
at Club Lido and Embassy theatre, 
| recovering from wrist-slashing which 
|he inflicted on himself (1). 
| musico’s third suicide try. 
Despondency over financial troubles 


blamed. 





FROM PIT TO THE LOBBY 
Worcester, July 8. 


will feature name bands ! 


Attempt at Suicide 


It’s the | 


are and due to leave 


| shortly. 
Ennis 


recovering 


| T'rrumpeter Clayton Cash had_ five 
lstitches taken in a head wound and 

he was released from the hospital, 
iwhile pianist Martin was dicharged 
lafter treatment of his back. 
| Orch continues in the 
| Room, 
| four substitute musicians. 


Empire 
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Raymond Paige Completes | 


| Selection of 45 Al-Yank 


| 


| After spending some weeks in pre- 
| liminary auditions Raymond Paige 
has selected 45 musicians for his 
| Orchestra of Young Americans. 
They will hold their first full re- 


hearsal this week. 

This group backed by the League 
of Young Americans, Inc., limited 
candidates to ages 21-29 and Ameri- 
can-born. The actual age average is 
under 21. Of the 45, four violinists, a 
flutist and a harpist are girls. 

Paige recruited youngsters from 
varied sources. There are Curtis and 
Julliard graduates, a janitor, a sode- 
jerker and others. 





Roy Allien, pianist with Ina Ray 
Hutton, expects to be called for 
Selective Service in two weeks. 
replacement as yet. Miss Hutton fol- 





Nate Goldberg, former leader of|lows Will Bradley 
| pit band in Plymouth, named man-| Astor, New York City, in three 


ager of Family theatre here. 


«' weeks. 


‘ 


was riding in another car.| WARW DANCEMEN ON 


with the injured replaced by Musicians Union } 


| 


| Musicians for League’ 








ARREARAGE DATES 


Philadelphia, July 8 
Bandleaders were notified by the 
ast week that they 
were forbidden to play in any spot 
which was in arrears on wages for 
more than one week. 

If the arrearage tops the one sem- 


ester period, they were told they 
may not come to the union for aid 
in collecting in the future. In the 
past the Musicians Union had been 
forced to take drastic measures, in- 
cluding court action and blacklisting, 
| against spots which had owed back 
alaries to musicians for as high as 


| 


} 
| 


| 





| daughter, Margo, ; 


six months. 


3-Year-Old Son Of | 
Paul Whiteman Dies 


Richard Whiteman, three-year-old 





son of Paul Whiteman, died July 2) 


in Mercer Hospital, Trenton, N. J., 


while the orchestra leader was mak- | 
ing a vain effort to reach the child’s | 


bedside in time by plane from Chi- 
cago. Mrs. Whiteman, the former 
silent film player, Margaret Living- 
ston, had brought the child to the 
hospital from the Whiteman estate in 


No nearby Stockton, N. J., the preceding | 


day. He had suffered from ne- 


into the Hotel! phrosis for two years. 


The Whitemans have a 10-year-old 


A ry 


netted 


for a drive to make the ops kick m. | with Celia Villa, 


| 
| 


Detroit, July 8. 


Suit for $100,000 damages was 


| filed here against six former Detroit 


officials who are accused by Whit- 
field F. Jackson with responsibility 
for the ruin of his dance hall busi- 
ness. Headed by former Mayor 
Richard Reading the defendants in- 
clude the former prosecutor, sheriff 
and police superintendent, all of 
whom were indicted by the grand 
jury on charges of conspiracy to 
protect vice and gambling. 

The action is based on a little 
known portion of the law that if 
public officials neglect or refuse to 
protect a citizen and he sustains any 
injury because of such neglect he 
can sue the lax officials. Jackson’s 


{claim is that the officials were de- 


structive through laxness of his 
dancery business which would have 
him $100,000. 

| His contention is that in 1936 he 
spent $7,000 remodeling a downtown 
dance hall on the premise that old- 
time dancing was due for a revival. 
He claims he was on the right path 
since within 15 months his profits 
were $1,200 a month and his busi- 
ness, mostly middle-aged and elderly 
customers, was growing. 

In 1938, with the election of Read- 
ing, he claims that gambling became 
wide-open. A bookie moved in on 
the same floor, gamblers started to 
loiter around the entrances and the 
police occasionally barged in. The 
gamblers and the police raids, he 
contends, frightened off his elderly 
clientele. 








Pancho Villa’s Daughter 
Sings With Caballeros 


Detroit, July 8. 

Arturo and his Gay Caballeros, 
Mexican vocalist 
and daughter of the famed Mexican 
revolutionary, Pancho Villa, closed a 
14-week run Saturday (5) at the 
Hotel Commodore Perry (El Dorado 
room), Toledo, and shifted into the 
Washington hotel’s Sapphire Room, 
Indianapolis, this week. Indianap- 
olis stay is for four weeks. 

Arturo’s combo is now up to eight 
men, exclusive of the songstress. 
Delbridge-Gorrel] manage it. 
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IMM ORSE' 


and His Orchestra 
AT 
COLLEGE INN 


| SHERMAN HOTEL, CHICAGO 
Over NBC Every Nite 





MANAGEMENT 


GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 


————— 


| 
| 











JOHNNY 
LONG 


and his orchestra 


HOTEL NEW YORKER 
NBC—DECCA RECORDS 


MANAGEMENT 


} GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 

















DUKE 
DALY 


and his band 


PLAYLAND CASINO 
KYE BEACH, NEW YORK 
WORK - Mutual 







MANAGEMENT 


GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending July 5, 1941) 








res reer err er re eee Te ey Te. .. Schumann 
ES SNAG EE EO EPL TE CO EEE TET ....Schuberth 
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ee Ua gs 5 aaa ae ee ee .. Southern 
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My Sister and I............ Ge Pak Oak ee awe eee ... BMI 
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I'll Be with You in Apple Blossom Time.......+...-.++005 Broadway 
ec aw kes cee beds S POs RO OREROS ROR ON Republic 
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TE ee dt ee kb k awe seeeee sh Cobb ceo ee Keen Marks 
Ee he ee a ere wes eer Per ree oe Feist 
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* Filmusical. 





Coin-Catching Records—and Others 


Will Bradley ‘Misunderstood’-‘You and I Were Young, Maggie’ (Col. 36182) 

Bradley finally seems to be out of his boogie-woogie groove. ‘Misunder- 
stood,’ a quiet, listenable melody, gets smart treatment. Side carries lot 
of leader’s trombone soloing and Terry Allen vocal. Backing is tasty. 
‘Maggie’ side writes a page in band’s history. Driving, solidly played cut- 
ting goes over with ease. It’s a clean arrangement. 














Glenn Miller ‘Don’t Cry, Cherie’-‘Sweeter Than Sweetheart’ (B-11183) 


Miller hasn’t made too many pops lately. These sides are grooved with 
rnaterial arranged the way that made him last year’s coin king. ‘Cherie’ 
a top tune, is still better because of the way it’s done. Ray Eberle’s vocal 
falters occasionally, but is okay. Backing can earn wide machine use. 
It packs a smooth wallop in way it’s played and sung by Paula Kelly and 
Modernaires. Lyric is cute. 





Vaughn Monroe ‘Love Me As I Am’—‘Tattle Tale’ (Bluebird 11173) 


Monroe and Marilyn Duke combine on vocal of first side, a good tune 
under their treatment. Side stacks up as one that should sell. It’s a good 
showcase for Monroe’s voice at easy tempo. Coupling is all Monroe at 
ballad speed, backed by a nice arrangement. Tune isn’t equal to first, 
however. 





Sammy Kaye ‘Reluctant Dragon’—‘Sleepy Serenade’ (Victor 27449) 


From the Walt Disney film of the same name Kaye comes up with 
another salable novelty. Side uses George Gingell, band’s road manager, 
on straight vocal and Maury Cross for nance portion. It’s a silly tune on 
records, but it’s probably commercial. Reverse is nicely played crack at a 
good tune that so far hasn’t gotten started. 


Frankie Masters ‘Daddy’-‘Will You Still Be Mine?’ (Okeh 6232) 


Masters might get far more response to the material he records if he’d 
ease up on the throttle. Almost all his sides are too fast for best results. 
‘Daddy’ is a nice enough cutting, but it trails versions turned in by other 
bands and singers because it loses the punch of the rhythmic tune in ac- 
celerated tempo. Swingmasters vocal. ‘Will You Still Be Mine?’ is an 
inconsequential item. 





Benny Goodman ‘Time On My Heands’-‘Scarecrow’ (Columbia 36180) 


Nothing on these sides. In the arranger’s efforts to pretty up the stand- 
ard, a great deal of the melody’s natural pull is sidetracked. It’s over- 
arranged. Too, the band sounds listless. For some reason its usual push 
and enthusiasm is absent. Reverse is a dud. An original, it sounds like a 
1938 rideout bit cut without rhyme or reason. 


Tommy Dorsey ‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’-‘Never Let Day Pass’ (Victor 27461) 


Two good tunes from film ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye.’ Dorsey checks in 
with what ought to become coin gatherers, especially the first side, a rhyth- 
mic melody easily sung by Connie Haines and solidly played by the band: 
It'll get plenty play. Frank Sibatra handles the reverse lyric, a ballad that 
rates as a possibility. 





Art Jarrett ‘You Started Something’—‘Loveliness and Love’ (Victor 27474) 


Not a very auspicious debut for Art Jarret’s band, built on Hal Kemp’s 
style and arrangements. First of these two film tunes has the Kemp style, 
but unfortunately it’s also sown with a distasteful Smoothies vocal. Vocal 
group turns in a style of harmonizing that jars. Reverse isn’t much better. 
Jarret sings the tune and ke grooved a vocal that’s poor. Kemp’s style 
won't sustain a band that doesn’t sustain its level of performance. It was a 
mistake for Victor to debut the outfit on these two sides. 





Tommy Tucker’s (Okeh 6245) versions of both tunes are better, though 
the best pairing of the tunes are by Eddy Duchin. Tucker’s are played 
well in tasty dance tempo, with good vocals by Don Brown on ‘Some- 
thing’ and Amy Arnell the reverse. 

Tommy Tucker’s disking (Okeh 6236) is better from that angle. His is 
more rhythmic and it sits better. Don Brown’s vocal is freer. It’s backed 
by a version of ‘Where the Mountains Meet the Moon’ that sizes up as a 
machine bet. It’s nicely arranged and played and dressed with vocals by 
Brown and Amy Arnell, with chorus backing. 





Orrin Tucker ‘Drink Barrel Dry’—You Betcha My Life’ (Columbia 36192) 

Though it’s far short of the punch contained in ‘Beer Barrel Polka,’ the 
first tune is out of the same mold and could kave been almost as good 
machine fare. It’s okay as is, but there's too little of the lyric the Body- 
guards handle. Coupling is a swing at a pop, vocalled by Bonnie Baker. 
It's average. 





Dinah Shore ‘Honeysuckle’-—Do You Care’ (Bluebird 11191) 
Standard and pop make exceptionally good fare for the saleable singer. 
*Rose’ is done at easy, rhythmic tempo, stamped with all the vocal quali- 
ties that have shot Miss Shore upward. Good machine bet. Coupling, a 
ballad and a good tune, rates same comment. Background music follows 
with sureness, ; 





Johnny Long ‘Blue Skies’—Beau Night Hotchkiss Corners’ (Decca 2823) 

Long has a penchant for arranging standards with original lyrics 
chorused by the band. ‘Shantytown’ was his best; ‘Blue Skies’ also satis- 
fies, carrying a strong Bob Houston straight vocal at the outset and wind- 
ing up with the glee club style. Side has a smooth kick. Reserve is a 
solidly arranged and played shot at a better jump tune. Helen Young 
vocals with Ensemble backing. 





Sammy Kaye ‘Don’t Cry Cherie’—‘Sand in My Shoes’ (Victor 27476) 

Hit and miss. First tune, a worthy one, is tastefully interpreted in the 
Kaye style, with Marty McKenna vocal. Tune hasn’t really gotten started 
in machines, but it figures to get good play. Kaye's version, in dance 
tempo, will fit easily. ‘Sand’ is nicely done, but it’s a sub-par melody and 
won’t get far. Tommy Ryan vocals, 


Jack Mills Circumvents 
Canadian Border Taxes; 
Big Retail Differential 


Jack Mills, of Mills Music, Inc., is 
the latest American publisher to ar- 
range for the publication of a Cana- 
dian edition of his works, Mills’ deal 
is with Canadian Music Sales and 
calls for the printing in the domin- 
ion of 10 tunes as a start, Hereto- 
fore Mills shipped his music to 
Canada, with the result that various 
Dominion taxes made it necessary 
that dealers retail his piano copies 
at 50-55c as compared to the 30-35c 
level prevailing in the States. 


Other major American publishers 
have in recent years operated on a 
royalty basis with their Canadian 
distributors preferring to let the 
latter do the printing. 


JUKEBOXES AND 
SHEET SALES 
FAR APART 


Jack Robbins points to ‘Aurora’ as 
refutation of a pet Tin Pan Alley 
theory that the coin-machines can 
‘make’ a song hit. Jack Kapp, prez 
of Decca, recorded this Brazilian 
‘carnival’ song eight different ways, 
and guarantees Robbins _ 1,000,000 
platters on Decca alone. It’s also 
been widely waxed elsewhere. 

But it has only sold a meagre 12,- 
000 copies so far. 

In contrast, ‘Hut-Sut Song,’ from 
a small Coast publisher, but with 
an advantageous radio plug, will see 
200,000 copies sold. 


W. C. HANDY’S AUTOBIOG 
A SAGA OF THE ‘BLUES’ 


Reviewed By JOE LAURIE, JR. 

















Here’s an autobiography of Wil- 
liam C. Handy, of slave 
parents, who has made the world a 
slave to his music. For it was this 
grand old trouper and musician who 
mixed all the original colors of ‘The 
Blues.’ 

In his ‘Father of the Blues’ (Mac- 
millan; $3) he takes the reader from 
his home town of Florence, Ala., 


the son 


behind a plow, hitched to a mule, 
and said, ‘Hope you won’t have to 
do this for a living, but the work 
won’t hurt you.’ He drove that plow | 
to the top scale of Musicland. 

Bill Handy tells his story in a 
straight-forward, sincere and humor- 
ous way, because he’s a _ straight- 
forward, sincere, humorous guy. He 
doesn’t pull his punches, says what 
he wants to say in the way he can 
say it. 

Here is a volume packed with 
show stories of the old Mahara’s 
Minstrel Troupe with which he 
started playing an old Conn & Du- 
pont cornet for $6 and ‘cakes.’ He 
tells about the great troupers of 
those days, real colored minstrels, 
the originators of minstrelsy; tells 
about great artists like Dicky Lewis 
and William Burton, George Mox- 
ley, Billy Young, Dan Avery (and 
Hart). He takes you trouping with 
his ‘hot band’ to weddings, funerals, 
fish-frys and political meetings. 


He shows you the inside of the 
publishing business. Tells you how 
Sophie Tucker put over ‘A Good 


Man’s Hard to Find.’ Tells you about 
the phonograph business. About 
Cole and Johnson, Bill Vodery, Ford 
Dabney, Eubie Blake, Bill Robinson, 
Bert Williams and Jim Europe. Men- 
tions all the aristocrats of the white 
and colored show business. Tells 
about sp.:ituals, jazz, boogie-woogie, 
ragtime, ‘ owdowns’ and blues. 

His ‘Memphis Blues’ was sold for 
half a C-note. His songs were sung 
all over the world. Tells about all 
the Guilds, Gene Buck and ASCAP, 
Ziggy; he tells it all in this very 
interesting, entertaining and _his- 
torical biography. He finishes with 
his Mother’s prayer, ‘Lord, I thank 
Thee that we are living in a Chris- 
tian land and a Bible country.’ To 
this, all of show business should add 





where his preacher-father put him: 


Wednesday, July 9, 194] 


Mutual Network Plugs 





The followin 


and ending Jul 

recapitulations 
TITLE 

Daddy eeeeeeeeeeeee 

Aurora 

See «nnn a céeckes 

I Found a Million Dol 


Amapola 
Hut Sut Song ....... 


eeeeeee 


se teeereeescscesecccssseveccoes, REDUDIIG .......,, 
SV IVeTPeP TTL TTT TTT TTT TUT Tee ree 


lar Baby—*Million Dollar Baby Remick 
Harbor of Dreams $0068 60606060000060060606000006008 8 CeO Ceeereees 
COCO O Or ceeecrecrcePecccoccccccecccoceccccc: MAIKS eee eeessee 


Beau Night in Hotchkiss Corners................+++ Berlin 


InterMeZZO  cecesecsccccegeccccccovcccccsescecccsescchuberth ......, 
BEATIn BIGMR cocccccccccccenccccccccs vevcoccccecesss OOUthern 4....0., 
ee GE DB GUE 6 cn cen cess sec sevcasce coeeveeeees SAPiTo ......00, 
Dolores—*Las Vegas Nights ................., ++eeee Paramount ....., 
Ma I Miss Your Apple Pie .......... ceccccrececccee UOCD-Lissauer 


You're Dangerous—*Road to Zanzibar.,......... + eee. Santly 
I Guess I'll Have to Dream the Rest........... coccce BIOCK 
Kiss the Boys Goodbye—*Kiss the Boys Goodbye.... Famous 
As If You Didn't Know @eeeerreeeseeeeeeeeeeereteeeeee Mills 
Love Me a Little Little CRerccoccccccccccccccccccecs MAYIOIT 
Tele CF TWO CRISS. cocccoccccccccccccececcccccsccsce MEMO 


tabulation of network popular music performances is con. 
fined to WOR, New York release for Mutual Broadcasting System 
The compilation herewith covers the week beginning June 30 (Monday) 

6 (Sunday), from 6 a.m. to 2 a.m., and based on dai 
urnished by Accurate Reporting Service. 


ly 


PUBLISHER TOTAL 
13 


Sereseses ll 
eessecdscece Lt 
Ceceresees Il 
10 


$550000509 400 


seveceesesese Schumann ,....., 


ne eee oe} 


see 
See eens ave 
POC Seer eece 

@eeeerrree 
ee ee 2 
@eeesesee 


Pre LEELA AAT-110 0 KF aww 


Begin the BeQuine... .ccccccccvcccesccccccccesccccce MAMEIMB cccccccccce 
ey ei Se eee ere eee coooe Chappell ov. ..ccc 
I Don’t Want to Set the World on Fire.......... jag EE Ra ackcotiua son 
Be BE BORE OE bo vv an caeeen sed evecesecces 6 ON IES 55s0'000 cies ‘ 
PERO TR TAS TURP. oak cies cccc vescecscsecs A: | : 
eee ie DUD Nc i weain cave cisedav ee Sr, le A 
There Goes That Song Again........ccccsoes na RASS SCNEEEEE | oe aaabei cove 
pe re err eee reer ere rere ecooeCampbell ........ 

*Filmusical excerpt. t Production number. ni 





NBC-CBS Plugs 
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Band Review 





BOB STRONG ORCH. 
Villa Moderne, Chicago 


Bob Strong orchestra, with a radio 
background, sticks to the conserva- 
tive stuff during the dinner sessions, 
giving them Viennese waltzes and 
soft ballads, but does a neat turn- 
about later in the evening to swing 
out with hotter tempo to satisfy the 
strictly dancing mob, 

Six brass, split b*tween trumpets 
and trombones, three rhythm, and 
four saxophones, with Strong occa- 
sionally picking up one of his many 
reed instruments to give a total of 
14 people. The band plays well as 
an ensemble, displaying good intona- 
tion and musicianship, and arrange- 
ments are well suited to the group. 
Strong himself makes attractive 
showing in front of the band, with 


(14) 





an easy, likeable personality and 
some very listenable solo work on 
alto sax, English horn and oboe. 


Other instrumentalists in the outfit 
are Ray McKinstry, clarinet and 
tenor; Herman Kapp, drums, and 
Joe Bejcek, trombone. 

Novelties come easy to the Strong 
bunch with a college medley one of 
high spots of the evening. Long a 
feature of the orchestra on the 
‘Uncle Walter’s Dos'.ouse’ program, 
and the ‘College Humor’ program, 
the medley of requested college 
tunes is received enthusiastically. 
Vocalists Sonny Seivert and Sid Reid 
doing the ballads, and Ray McIntosh 
the jive stuff are good, and add 
plenty of color to the band. A quar- 
tet from the group is more than 
adequate, and serve up some fine 
choral background. 

However, Strong himself is still 
the main attraction, and with his 
start as a radio musical director this 
bunch should do okay. Gold. 





Cy Feuer doing the score for 





thanks for giving us William C. 
Handy. 


‘Hurricane Smith’ at Republic. 
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ASCAP BALLOTS 
DUE IN MAILS 





Ballots for the election of new 
members to the board of directors 
of the American Society of Compos- 
ers, Authors and Publishers are 
slated to go out to the ASCAP mem- 
bers within the week. The publish- 
ers nominating committee got its 
slate in -first, with six candidates 
each posted on the popular and 
standard publisher lists. 

The candidates for the three pop 
publisher vacancies on the board 
will be Buddy Morris, Lester Sant- 
ley and Dick Murray, together with 
the incumbents whose terms are ex- 
piring, namely, Jack Bregman, Jack 
Robbins and Will Von Tilzer. These 
bidding for the three standard pub 
spots will be Carl T. Fischer, John 
Drain, W. Dean Preston, Jr., Gustav 
Schirmer, Walter Fischer and Wal- 
ter Kramer. 


Music Notes 


Roger Edens directing the music 
on ‘Babes On Broadway’ at Metro. 








David Raskin assigned to the score 
for Columbia’s ‘The Man in Her 
Life.’ 





Johnny Mercer and Victor Schert- 
zinger are doing tunes and lyrics 
for Paramount’s ‘The Fleet’s In.’ 





Sam Cahn and Saul Chaplin cleff- 
ing eight songs for ‘Go West, Young 
Lady’ at Columbia. 
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BMI Publishers Form Own Group To 
Check Up on BMI Performance Fees 


+ 





Smaller publishers affiliated with 
Broadcast Music, Inc., will meet 
within the coming week to signature 
membership cards in the newly 
formed Independent Music Publish- 
ers Association and ratify the con- 
stitution and by-laws which was 
adopted yesterday afternoon (Tues- 
day) by an organizational committee 
headed by Peter Doraine, of the 
Doraine Music Co. The forthcoming 
meeting of the association will also 
elect officers. 

It is the intent of the association 
to demand that it be permitted to 
police and audit the performance 
logging reports of BMI, that BMI 
grant it a standard form of contract 
and that every precaution be taken 
by BMI to avoid repetition of the 
accounting mistakes made in the ac- 
countings given the publishers for 
the initial quarter of 1941. BMI last 
week sent out additional checks to 
the publishers. In some cases the 
amounts were five times what they 
had been in the original payment 
for the same quarter. BMI had ac- 
counted for the short royalty pay- 
ments to its affiliated with publish- 
ers with the explanation that its au- 
diting department had overlooked 
the inclusion of network perform- 
ances. 

BMI reported that it had distrib- 
uted $150,000 among publishers and 
writers for the quarter involved, but 
the affiliated pubs at a meeting held 
last Thursday (3) voiced the opinion 
that this still wasn’t much when 
compared to the huge payments the 
broadcasters used to make to ASCAP. 
Leaders of the affiliated pub group 
estimate that 70% of performances 
cleared through BMI is from their 
source, the balance from other 
sources. 


WB TRANSFERS 
ITS DECCA 
HOLDINGS 


Washington, July 8. 


Warner Bros. acquired in its own 
name last May a direct interest in 
Decca Records, the Securities & Ex- 
change Commission revealed last 
week, while Samuel H. Vallance of 
New York unloaded all of his Decca 
stock held through Vallance & Co. 


The S.E.C. report on insiders’ op- 
erations showed Brunswick Radio of 
New York—a WB subsid—cleaning 
its portfolio of Decca paper. Com- 
pany said it ‘distributes as dividend’ 
38,759 shares of Decca’s $1 common, 
while Warner Bros. announced the 
same amount had been ‘acquired in 
distribution” At the end of May, 
Brunswick had no ringer in the 
Decca pie. 


The same report showed Vallance, 
still holding 100 shares in his own 
name, had peddled 550 shares in 
seven separate transactions. This 
was his proportionate interest in the 
Decca stock held by Vallance & Co. 
Biggest batch totaled 150 shares sold 
on May 20. 


British Performing Rights | 
Society Got $2,476,300 | 


In 1940 From Licensees | 

















London, June 20. 

Annual report of the Performing 
Rights Society shows a gross income 
for 1940 of $2,476,300. Of this 
amount British Broadcasting Corp. 
contributed $1,149,488 in radio fees. 
Decline in general income was off- 
set to a great extent by reduction 
in operating expenses. PRS lists a 
membership currently of 1,894. 

Report blamed war conditions as 
responsible for drop in fees. 


TIN PAN ALLEY 


(Established 1937) 
MUSIC PUBLISHERS 
1011 Chestnut St., Phila., Pa. 
FRANK CAPANO, President 





























Mack Gordon 


Continued from page 3 


lution of the situation. He pleaded 
with writers for suggestions to over- 
come the problem so studios can 
continue making musicals and keep 
the composers working. 

Gordon is under contract to Breg- 
man, Vocco & Conn and has a deal 
with 20th-Fox running until next 
May. Many writers are said to be 
sympathetic to Gordon's ideas and it 
is figured likely that some means 
may be contrived to get their tunes 
on the networks if the present 
ASCAP-broadcaster impasse should 
continue unbroken. 





ASCAP’s Brushoff 

ASCAP officials yesterday (Tues- 
day) declined to take seriously the 
stratagem suggested by Mack Gor- 
don for getting the score of filmusi- 
cals plugged on NBC and Columbia. 
The impression in ASCAP was that 
Gordon was ‘just going through a 
lot of palaver’ and that nothing 
would come of it. 

It was pointed out at ASCAP that, 
whereas the consent decree, as sig- 
natured with the U.S. Government, 
does permit members to license di- 
rectly, the move must be in ‘collab- 
oration’ between writer and pub- 
lisher and, in any event, subject to 
ASCAP’s approval. Where the rub 
lies is that the consent decree, ac- 
cording to ASCAP’s interpretation, 
gives that organization, despite the 
‘reasonable’ proviso in the clause 
relating to such direct licensing, the 
final word on whether the license 
application is proper and is in con- 
formance with the terms of the de- 
cree. 

Over five weeks have passed since 
the decree went into effect, but to 
date the only notices of direct licens- 
ing that have reached ASCAP are 
from Andy Razaf and J. Russell 
Robinson through Broadcast Music, 
Inc. BMI notified ASCAP that it 
will publish two songs involving 
these two ASCAP members and that 
the writers propose to radio sources 
not licensed by ASCAP to perform 
the tunes without compensation. 
Under the consent decree, an ASCAP 
member is barred from licensing 
performing rights through BMI, or 
‘any firm, or corporation’ outside of 
ASCAP, and the question has been 
raised within ASCAP whether under 
this provision NBC or Columbia 
would have the right to accept a li- 
cense from an ASCAP member and 
to reassign this license to affiliated 
stations. 

The Razaf-Robinson notices have 
been turned over to ASCAP counsel 
for consideration. It was stated at 
the Society yesterday that if these 
are found, in counsel's opinion, to be 
in violation of the consent decree, 
all concerned will be immediately 
summoned before the N.Y. federal 
court. 


BMI SETS UP 





Would-Be War Songs 





Music publishers are being 
deluged with ditties written 
around conscription and life in 
the Army. 

Some of the numbers circu- 
lating, accepted or refused for 
publication, are titled: 

‘Goodbye Dear, I'll Be Back in 
a Year.’ 

‘They Put Me in the Army, 
But I Don’t Look Good in 
Brown.’ 

‘Gone With the Draft.’ 

‘She’s Got a Great Big Army 
of Friends.’ 


- 


‘Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy.’ 
*‘He’s a Rookie from _ the 
Rockies.’ 


‘Twenty-one Dollars a Day— 
Once a Month.’ 

‘Over the Waves 
Flotsam and Jetsam.’ 

‘He’s 1-A in the Army and A-l 
in My Heart.’ 

‘Is It Love or Is It Conscrip- 
tion.’ 

One of the funnier ones was 
recently recorded by jivester 
Wingie Mannone, titled ‘Stop 
That War, Those Cats are Kill- 
ing Themselves.’ 


VOCCO GROUP 
LIAISON TO 
MUTUAL 


Rocco Vocco, as chairman, last 
week appointed the committee of 
contactmen affiliated with ASCAP 
publishing firms that will work in 
close co-operation with the Mutual 
Network in solving problems per- 
taining to music on dance band 
broadcasts. The idea of the com- 
mittee came out of a luncheon which 
the network staged for the music 
men earlier in the week. 


The underlying purpose of the 
accord between the network and the 
contactmen is to so frame the net- 
work’s current music programs that 
they will not only be more attractive 
to listeners but help the ASCAPites 
develop more song hits. It has al- 
ready been arranged that the con- 
tactmen obtain jn ample advance the 
network’s band pickup schedules so 
that they can spot their plugs more 
effectively. Also the names of bands 
that are to be cleared over the net- 
work but not with a New York out- 
let included so that publishers’ out- 
of-New York reps can do the con- 
tacting in time. 

Committee members, in addition to 
Rocco, consists of Harry Link, Joe 
Santly, Lester Santly, Jonie Taps, 
Eddie Wolpin, Murray Baker and 
Irving Tanz. 


Through 














Leith Stevens Conducting the mu- 
sic on untitled picture to be pro- 
duced for RKO by, William Dieterle. 


SE 


On Anti-Trust 


Podell Addresses ASCAP Board 


Tactical Move: 


Paine Pessimistic to Trammell 





Controversy between NBC-CBS 
and the American Society of Compo- 
sers, Authors and Publishers ap- 
peared yesterday (Tuesday) headed 
for the Federal courts again, this 
time on _ anti-trust proceedings. 
From information that has seeped 
out from both New York and Wash- 
ington quarters the action may in- 
volve not only a triple damage suit 
but possible criminal procedure 
under the conspiracy and restraint 
of trade statutes. Meanwhile the 
ASCAP board of directors has put 
on ice the proposal for a new li- 
censing agreement received from 
NBC June 27. 

There was a meeting between 
John G. Paine, ASCAP general 
manager, and Niles Trammell 
and Mark Woods, NBC prez and 
v. p., respectively, at the net- 
work’s offices Monday (7) but 
Paine’s errand was merely to 
check up on some data that NBC 
had submitted along with its of- 
fer. Paine wanted to find out on 
what the network had based its 
estimate that ASCAP would de- 
rive $3,300,000 from all broad- 
casting annually if it accepted 
NBC’s proposition. It turned out 
that NBC had been using the 
FCC’s latest figures while Paine 
had based his calculations on 
what the Society had taken in 
from radio in 1940. 

While with Trammell and 
Woods the ASCAP g. m. indi- 
cated that his board was unani- 
mously cold to the network’s 
proposition and he, in turn, was 
informed that the terms of the 
submitted offer was as far as 
NBC could go. 


ASCAP board did meet last Thurs- 
day (3) but practically all the time 
was devoted to listening to David 
Podell, special counsel retained for 
the anti-trust case, outline the vari- 
ous facets of the conspiracy-restraint 
of trade laws and how the faets at 
hand apply. Podell expressed him- 
self as confident that ASCAP had a 
powerful case, but he cautioned the 
directors from discussing it outside 
the boardroom. 

At ASCAP yesterday (Tuesday) it 
was said that the board had gone 
over NBC’s offer but that the di- 
rectorate would not hold any meet- 
ing to acknowledge or reject it until 
it had received Podell’s recommen- 
dations. NBC had offered to pay 
242% on network business and 2% 
on local station business, as com- 
pared to the 3% now being paid by 
Mutual and its affiliated outlets. 

Those BMI Checks 

Aside from Podéll’s assurances the 
feeling of optimism prevailing at 
ASCAP derives from the bad reac- 
tion that Broadcast Music, Inc., re- 





ceived last week from the perform- 








ance royalty distribution that the ra- 
dio-owned organization made among 
writers and publishers. It is be- 
lieved within ASCAP that the pres- 
sure from BMI writer and affiliated 
publisher sources for more perform- 
ance income will continue and that 
before long the broadcasters will 
find cut that they will have to spend 
a lot more than they had expected 
for non-ASCAP music and for a 
comparatively much limited catalog. 
The breaks, contend ASCAP lead- 
ers, are at long last beginning to go 
ASCAP's way. 

ASCAP in a publicity release last 
week asked BMI to disclose how 
much money it had received for 
performing rights during the past 
year, how much of this it paid to 
composers, what relief provisions it 
has made for them during sickness 
and distress and what provision it 
has made to ‘insure continued pay- 
ments through the years to come to 
composers who write hit songs now 
but whose output may dwindle or 
cease in a few years?’ 


DUFFY KAYOES 
THEME SONG 
SUIT 


Milwaukee, July 8. 

Federal Judge Ryan Duffy, im- 
placable foe of the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, last. week tossed out an 
infringement suit brought by a 
writer, Eric Karll who is not af- 
filiated with ASCAP, and the case is 
being appealed to the U.S. circuit 
court of appeals. Robert A. Hess, 
Wisconsin counsel for ASCAP, ap- 
peared as Karll’s lawyer. 

As composer of the ‘Go, You 
Packers, Go,’ the theme song for the 
Green Bay Packers professional 
football team, Karll had filed an 
action for $5,000 against the Satur- 
day Evening Post for using the lyrics 
without permission in a story, ‘And 
a Little Town Shall Lead Them,’ by 
Russ Davis. Article described the 
rise of the team to national promi- 
nence. 

Courtroom sideliners gathered the 
impression that the judge went out 
of his way to find against Karll, not 
only ruling that the latter had not 
sustained damages but that use of 
the song by the mag was incidental 
to the main article and that a ‘fair 
use’ had been made of the song. 





























RADIOTUNES CO. 
| 


First of the subsidiary publish- 
ing firms which Broadcast Music, 
Inc., is setting up will be known as 
Radiotunes, Inc. Its initial publica- 
tion will be ‘I’ll Be a Soldier, Too,’ | 
and ‘We'd Rather Die On Our Feet.’ | 
The first number is by Andy Razaf 
and J. Russell Robinson, members of | 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, and the 
other is by Robinson, Henry A. Mur- 
phy and Lewis Fuchs. Eddie De-| 
Lange, another ASCAP member, has | 
negotiated a contract for some num- | 
bers with BMI, but up to Monday 
(7) it was on a desk at BMI await- 
ing his signature. 

BMI officials last week inter- 
viewed seven unemployed song plug- 
gers for spots in the proposed subsid | 
firms but none was hired. 


| 
| 
| 





Radiotunes, Inc., Files 
Albany, July 8. 
Radiotunes, Inc., has been char- | 
tered to conduct..a business in mu- 





sical and dramatic works of all 
| kinds, 
Rosenberg, 


Goldmark & Colin, 
were the filing attorneys. 





Alfred Newman doing an original 
score for ‘Wild Geese 
20th-Fox. 


Calling’ at | 





Billy Stoneham and Lou Comito join with me in a most sin- 
cere expression of our gratitude to the many friends who made 
possible the success of 


(POPULATION OF TWO) 


10 LULLABY LANE 


It is with the greatest pleasure and pride that we present to 
you the newest addition to our household at No. 10O— 


ITY CALLED HEAVE 








Sincerely, 


BOB WARREN. 


WARREN PUBLICATIONS 
349 E. 49TH ST., NEW YORK 


799 SEVENTH AVE., NEW YORK 


Sole Selling Agent: MUSIC DEALERS SERVICE, INC. 
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4c Per Show Gets $100,000 for Mpls. 


~~ In Admission Sales for “Aquatennial 





Minneapolis, July 8. 

By being able to sell 25 big enter- 
tainments for 4e¢ apiece and _ still 
make a sizeable profit, civic sponsors 
of the city’s annual ‘Aquatennial’ 
celebration, amateurs in the amuse- 
ment game, are demonstrating a 
showmanship brand that’s believed 
to give cards and spades to the lead- 
ing professional entrepeneurs. 

They’ve disposed of approximately 
100,000 buttons at $1 each, good for 
*free’ admission to ali 25 show events 
comprising the current Aquatennial, 
which corresponds to the New Or- 
leans’ Mardi Gras, etc. For the lo- 
cal public it’s the biggest entertain- 
ment bargain by far it’s ever had. 
But the $100,000, plus the added 
revenue accruing from reserved 
seat sales, program advertising, etc., 
not only will finance the celebration, 
which attracts thousands of visitors 
and is a big plug for the city, but 
also will net a goodly sum for 
charity. 

The manner of financing the cele- 
bration through the sale of ‘buttons’ 
is believed to be unique. Every 
employer in the city, and even the 
municipality itself, is brought into 
line to put pressure on employees 
to buy the buttons. Moreover, the 
idea is hammered home over the 
radio, in wholesale gratis news- 
paper publicity and by the bosses 
themselves that the person who 
doesn’t buy and wear an ‘Aquaten- 
nial’ button is remiss in his or her 
civic duty. But the ‘sales talk’ also 
emphasizes the fact that the button 
purchaser does himself a favor by 
buying in this way a ‘tremendous’ 
amount of entertainment—‘more for 
the money than ever has been given 
before.’ 

25 Agquatennial Shows 


The 25 ‘Aquatennial’ shows are a 
championship rodeo featuring 75) 
leading cowboys, an elaborate stage 
show in the Auditorium, a national 
rowing regatta on the Mississippi 
river, a four-day horse race meet 
at the State Fair grounds, the ‘Aqua- 
Cavaleade’ on Lake Calhoun with a 
brilliantly illuminated parade end- 
ing with spectacular fireworks, three 
huge street parades, a Northwest 
band contest, a singing regatta, an 
outdoor motor meet, a regatta for 
boys and girls under 16, religious 
services outdoors, a street dance in 
the loop, a drum major and major- 
ette contest, the ‘Aqua Follies’ with | 
Morton Downey a8 emcee, a three- | 
day swimming meet, trapshocting 
and golf tournaments, a raspberry 
festival, Rubin & Cherry midway | 
shows, a kennel show, a showboat 





from St. Louis presenting an old- | 
time meller, a river parade of! 
cruisers, a ‘queen of the lakes’) 
beauty contest and a_ children’s 
pageant. 

During the ‘Aquatennial,’ which 


starts Friday (11) and ends July 19, 
the Orpheum has Paul Whiteman 
and a stage show for a special at- 
traction, the local boxing club has 
Joe Louis here for an exhibition 
bout with Jim Robinson and the 


host to the American Association all- 


star game. 

Although it pointed out that the- 
atres will suffer greatly from the 
opposition, Northwest Allied, com- 


prising independent exhibitors, has 
come out with an endorsement of 
the ‘Aquatennial’ and a promise to 
cooperate. As a matter of fact, the 
local exhibitors even are selling the 
celebration buttons to their em- 
ployees. 


LEVIN BIDS FOR 
NBC ARTISTS 
SERVICE 


_— —-—— 


Chicago, July 8. 

W. Biggie Levin, Chicago leading 
independent radio talent booker, is 
now in New York to negotiate with 
NBC for the possible purchase of its 
Artists Service Bureau. 

Levin was once engaged by Niles 
Trammell to work in the Artists 
Service, but due to illness never re- 
ported for work. Upon his recovery 
he opened his own office instead. 

In his endeavor to acquire the 
Artists Bureau, Levin is being bank- 
rolled by a Chicago syndicate, and 
if successful will enlarge his present 
set-up to include offices in the major 
cities, with Chicago, New York, and 
Hollywood the focal points. 

Talent currently under the Levin 
banner include Edgar A. Guest, Eddy 
Howard, Tony Wons, and Don Pedro 
and his orch. He is also handling 
the Skelly Oil account, with com- 
mentators Donald McGibeny and 
Clifton Utely, and all bookings for 
the Holeproof Hosiery program. 
Also, this past year Levin booked all 
talent for association of American 
Banks, with attractions -~such as 
Leopold Stokowski and the Philadel- 
phia Orch. 








Morris, MCA Bids 

NBC expects to get bids from the 
Music Corp. of America and the Wil- 
liam Morris office for the purchase 
of the network’s artists bureau with- 
in the next few days. Each of the 
booking organizations has been fur- 
nished with detailed information on 
what the sale would involve. 

J. C. Stein, of MCA, arrived in 
New York Monday (7) and NBC un- 
derstood yesterday (Tuesday) that he 
had ready a proposition for submis- 
sion, 





Bouche’s Chi Fire 


Chicago, July 8. 
Villa Venice, big roadhouse with 
a French floor show, operated by AI- 
bert Bouche, was considerably dam- 
aged last week by fire. 
Outdoor nitery is to continue in 





Minneapolis baseball club will be 


the portion not damaged by fire. 
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Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Saranac, N. Y., July 8. 

Mrs. Florence Bordley, in this 
colony for so long and also an ex- 
N.V.A.-ite, is vacashing with her 
folks in Michigan. 
Jack Frazer, formerly of Weber, 
Beck and Frazer, who vacashed here, 
is back as house detective at the 
Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. 

Earl Gentry, who did a Popeye act 
and once ozoned here, now confines 
himself on Upper Saranac lake to 
fishing. 


Baltimore Sun, left the Trudeau 
sanatorium and is now ozoning in a 
private cottage on the Old Military 
Road estate. He’s doing O.K. 
Bernard Brewster, formerly of 
Brewster and Sullivan; vacashing 
here for two weeks. 

The holiday jammed the Will 


folks. Opinions as usual rated the 
institution tops. 

Marion Green, who recuped at the 
N.V.A.-Will Rogers sanatorium, 
packing a mess of gcod reports as 
one able to go downtown. 

The Tommy (Lambs Club) Thom- 
sons, ogled this colony and mitted 


doing nicely at 2 Sheppard avenue. 

Patrick J. Rogers, who trouped 
with this writer on the Guy Bros. 
Minstrels in 1910, is here advance- 
billing the Russell Bros. circus. He 


show for the ailing gang of the col- 


ony. 
(Write te those who are ill). 


SEE AGVA, AFM 





Philadelphia, July 8. 
Chances for a cooperating agree- 


of Variety Artists and Local 177, 
American Federation of Musicians, 
brightened a bit over the weekend 
when AGVA announced it was pull- 
ing its acts from the Park Casino, 
now on the musicians union black- 
list for non-payment of salaries. 
Although no formal agreement 
was entered into, Dick Mayo, AGVA 
business agent, said. he ‘would be 
glad’ to work with the Musicians 
Union whenever the situation called 
for it. Rex Riccardi, Local 77 sec- 
retary, said his union would co- 
operate ‘informally’ with the actors 


clubs. The musicians have been 
hesitant in entering into any formal 
agreement with AGVA because of 
the fights between the different fac- 
tions of the actors union. ‘Until the 
union is settled on an even keel, 
the musicians can hardly tie them- 
selves up in any formal alignment,’ 
a union spokesman said. 

Meanwhile, the new booking li- 
cense bill, shelved by the legisla- 
ture in its rush® to adjourn, was 
taken out of the pigeonhole for pos- 
sible action by the senate. The 
bill’s revival followed a lobbying 
and telegram campaign by Pitts- 
burgh and Philly AGVA members. 

The bill has the backing of both 
the actors union and the Entertain- 
ment Managers Association (book- 
ers). Under the measure unlicensed 
or out-of-state agent may not book 
acts in Pennsylvania under the 
threat of severe penalties. There 
are also safeguards for performers 
in the matter of payment and mini- 
mum rates. 





Two Held in Buffalo 
On Rodeo Wrangle 


Buffalo, July 8. 
Difficulties continue to pile up for 
the Wild West Rodeo and America 
Pageant, due to show here June 17, 
but which didn’t. On the basis of 
the story that he had paid $12.50 for 


five tickets and had gone to the Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium only to find 
there was no show, Burton Manley 
swore out a warrant charging petit 
larceny against the promoters. 

Dick Ryan, 29, manager, and Jo- 
seph Demarest, 29, stunt man, were 
arrested at Rochester and returned 
here by Buffalo police on the 
strength of Manley’s complaint. 





Rudd’s, roadhouse on the Albany- 
Schenectady road, is now presenting 
a show, ‘Parisian Divorcees,’ in 
which Don Romero, tap dancer ad- 
vertised as the brother of filmster 





Cesar Romero, has top billing. 


Arthur Sheldon, ex-critic of the 


Rogers with oglers and sight-seeing 


Earle Larrimore, legit actor, who’s 


arranged open house at the tent 


PHILLY ACCORD 


ment between the American Guild | 


group during labor disputes at night : 





The Good Old Days 


Herewith appears a Variety revfew of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 
1921 with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these 
reviews other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which 
were playing at that treme, the manner of putting together a big time show 
(booking), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the 
style of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 








(Reprinted from Variety of July 8, 1921) 


PALACE, N. Y. 


The show is unnecessarily long, ringing down past 11:30 Tuesday night 
even after some eliminations. Just why acts confuse a long stay with a 
strong welcome is one of those little cryptic puzzles of mortal psychology. 
Solly Ward and Co., Blossom Seeley and Co., Blackface Eddie Ross and 
Arman Kaliz and Co., every one a hit act, ran longer than seemed rea- 
sonable, and every one would have been a better act if pruned down. 


Ross more than merely stretched out his routine. At 11:10 o’clock, with 
the Le Fevres still to come, he took his exit and remained off fully a 
minute and a half without a bow or a return; the olio went up for the 
closer, but Ross’ applause continued, the audience being as obstinate as 
the performer. When the Le Fevre set was revealed and May Le Fevre 
had entered, Ross made his reappearance from the wings, the drop was 
let down on the embarrassed and dumbfounded girl, and Ross went into 
his whistling encore. 


It wasn’t Ross’ fault that the house applauded. Ross is the best black- 
face monologist of the Charlie Case type on the boards. He is the only 
free-hand banjo player except Bill Bailey left in the big-time spotlight. 
He has personality and commands recognition. These are all the more 
reasons why he should be punctiliously professional and tactfully ethical, 
and not kill any chances that a closing act, already sorely handicapped, 
may encounter. 


Blossom Seeley came back in more ways than one. She has not been 
here for some time, and when she last was here she was not Blossom 
Seeley. She was a stranger, with prima donna affectations and ‘dignity.’ 
Now she is no longer Miss Seeley; she is Blossom, the Blossom of old, the 
finger-snapping, skirt-raising, short-dressed, rag-dancing, eye-tossing 
Blossom. She has taken the quip of the day—“Be yourself’—seriously. 
And she was hugged and loved and applauded to the echoes by an audi- 
ence not noteworthy for its enthusiasm. Out west Miss Seeley had been 
getting great receptions and mild returns; here she got an affable but not 
fervid come-on, and worked it up to a rousing walloping triumph. 


The encore bit, good for laughs, might be trimmed some. The serious 
moments, which are gag-feeders, but nevertheless are drama while they 
last, might be whittled considerably. The audience will then get the 
effect that Miss Seeley can do something beyond cavorting and capering, 
yet it will not have time to wonder whether she is beginning to believe it 
herself or not. There is so much in suggestion that is lost in execution. 
Miss Seeley’s program is great now and can be improved only by some 
discreet cutting. She has found herself and is a superb little artist, and, 
what is much more important to vaudeville and the public, she is a superb 
little entertainer. But just a trifle less of the heorics. 


Bennie Fields, in her support, probably never worked before with all 
the punch that he packs to the Palace crowd. Always a powerful songster 
and surprising dancer, as well as a rare combination of high and low 
comedian and polished straight man, he has not yet played enough in 
New York to have been rated at his full value. This Palace engagement, 
with everything in his favor, should make him secure for the future in the 
apportionment of standing and the establishing of a-name. 


+ Solly Ward, with Marion Murray and Jeanne Eliot, two peftect aides to 
this nervous and naive little character joker, whanged laughs against the 
ceiling until it shook. Wow after wow reverberated, some due to the 
bull’s-eye material and all due to his way of juggling it. But here again 
was a sign of regret over too much of a good thing. The effort to work 
up pathos toward the end isn’t bad, though it isn’t in keeping and doesn’t 
either help the act or even hold up to the pace it has already set. But if 
it must be in for one of those incomprehensible reasons that cause vaude- 
villians to yearn for incongruous things, it should be skeletonized and 
reached quickly, sharply, in fact, abruptly. Its only value can lie in the 
surprise of a minor note in a topical tune, but a whole etude hardly fits. 
Nothing can spoil this act. Three minutes taken out of the last six would 
improve it immeasurably, though. As it was it went for a panic. 


Arman Kaliz, in a return with his skillfully staged allegory, ‘Tempta- 
tion,’ closed the first portion to an impressive demonstration. There is a 
European smack to the whole offering which is in keeping with the star’s 
method and reaction, and it whizzes along, except for one or two spots, 
with speed unusual to art offerings. The company is large and gifted; the 
wardrobe and settings are gorgeous; the lighting is uncannily hypnotic, 
and the shadings are broad and never boresome. This is a knockout head- 
line act and could stand only some minor pulling together to be beyond 
criticism. 

Gordon’s Circus opened, the smoothest’ animal turn that could be per- 
fected. Scanlon, Denno Brothers and Scanlon were nicely taken in dances 
and reflections of past days, executed with showmanship and good sense. 
Franklyn and Charles, hitting with a rough-and-tumble burlesque apache 
dance, came back for their astounding athletics and hand-to-hand miracles 
for a bell-ringer. Brown and O’Donnell went unsteadily here, in contrast 
to the biff-bang-from-the-start returns they usually win. Connie O’Donnell 
seemed a little under the weather and did not fully extend himself. But 
the crowd knew the boys, and everybody like them anywhere, so it got 
across all right. The Le Fevres, in one of the handsomest variety acts in 


the catalogue, never had a chance after the Eddie Ross tie-up, and worked 
to the Great Retreat. 


The orangeade counter got a great play in the intermission. This sys- 
tem of handing out refreshments gratis reflects the Palace atmosphere of 
everything for the guest. There are no restrictions—take as often as you 
please and welcome, and no tips allowed. It’s a small thing when the bill 
for it all is paid at the end of the week, but it is a big idea in hospitality, 
that all-vital strain in popularizing a playhouse, and, above all, a vaude- 
ville playhouse which depends on recurrent patronage. Lait. 


AGVA AIDE FINED FOR 
STAGING AM SHOW 


San Francisco, July 8. 
Don Santos, member of the Amer- 
ican Guild Variety Artists board 
here, was fined $50 by AGVA for 








8,000-Seat Indoor Arena 
Planned for Mex City 


: Mexico City, July 8. 
What will be the largest indoor 
amusement arena in Mexico, seat- 
ing 8,000, is being readied for here 
by two of this republic’s leading box- 
ing-wrestling promoters, Louis James 





(Jimmy) Fitten, of Oakland, Cal., 
who has been in the game here for 
some 20 years, and Manolo Fernan- 
dez. Promoters recently merged 
their interests and consolidated cards 
of their respective halls, concentrat- 
ing this biz in Fitten’s arena. 
The projected arena is to accom- 
modgte boxing and wresting matches 
as well as circuses and other spec- 
tacles, A tentative site has been se- 
lected in the downtown belt. Work 








staging an amateur show in the Em- 
bassy theatre here last week without 
obtaining clearance. 

Guild has now okayed ams with 
proviso theatre also use four acts of 
pro vaude. Present plans call for 
neophytes on Tuesday and vaude on 
Thursday, starting (15). 





Billy Mann (Yacht Club Boys) is 


; ' operating Sherman’s nitery at Del 
is scheduled to start in late summer. | Mar, Cal. 
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500,00 CROWD 
A.C. FOR SOCK 
SHOW BIZ 


Atlantic City, July 8. 
Atlantic City’s amusement and 





‘hotel business did smash biz when 


500,000 persons crowded this resort 
for the July 4 weekend. Long 
weekend brought in more money 
than at any time since the boom 
days. Every hotel and rooming 
house was crowded, with people by 
hundreds trying side avenue homes 
asking for rooms. 

Friday, a stormy day, saw every 
picture house have standing room 
only for all performances and both 
Boardwalk and Atlantic avenue 
houses put on midnight shows for 
waiting crowds. 

Niteries turned away hundreds of 
prospective patrons. Hotels, which 
had expected cancellations when 
storm came Thursday, had not a 
room to spare and all restaurants 
had waiting lines. 

Mayor Tom Taggart put all police 
on 12-hour shifts to handle crowds. 

Hamid’s Million Dollar Pier drew 
42,000 persons on Friday (July 4) 
and 50,000 Saturday—the largest 
crowd on pier to date. Admission is 
75c per person exception half fare 
for military and navy men. 

Four extra shows were put on Sat- 
urday in Hippodrome, making a 
total of eight for the day. Victor 
McLaglen, Sally Rand, Tony Pastor’s 
band, circus, and outdoor. sports 
headed attractions. 

Steel Pier officials announced that 
175,000 passed through the turnstiles 
during the three days of the holiday 
weekend, which marked one of the 
biggest in the history of the amuse- 
ment pier. 
per person. 





Dancers’ Weakening 
Of Floor Forces Cops 


° agent stified tl th heard 
To Shut Cleve. Nitery re ot Ganka” tae Mabley, | 


Cleveland, July 8. 

Too much rhumba-kicking and 
conga stomping nearly wrecked 
Tony Ellis’ La Conga Club, which 
the police temporarily closed be- 
cause it was in danger of collapsing. 

Dancers had weakened the dance 
floor so much that Ellis was ordered 
to build a new one, with stronger 
girders and supporting beams. As 
a gag warning to hoofers when the 
spot reopens, owner is aangirg this 
sign over the bandstand: ‘Save your 
kicks for Hitler and spare our new 
floor, please!’ 


SNAGS BESET RINGLING 
CIRCUS IN BRIDGEPORT 


Ringling circus played Bridgeport, 
Conn., last Wednesday (2) after un- 
expected difficulty. Matinee did not 
finale until 7 p.m. Although the show 





only moved in from New Haven, 18 | 


miles away and the shortest jump of 
the tour, railroad yards were so 
crowded that the Big Top was in- 
tricately routed and actually trav- 
eled nearly 100 miles before unload- 
ing in Bridgeport. 

Circus was further handicapped 
when a number of razorbacks de- 
serted to take jobs in defense plants. 


It’s claimed that the complement was | 
not more than a dozen men short, | 


but there was trouble getting the 
canvas up. That was promptly reme- 


died when a hurry call to New York | 
‘brought 30 more men to the outfit. 
While the main tent was being raised | 


part of the audience was directed to 


the menagerie. There, because of in- | 


tense heat, a number of women 
fainted before the performance got 
under way. 


CRA Builds Troupe 
For Oregon State Fair 


San Francisco, July 8. 
Oregon State Fair, Salem, Ore., 
has commissioned Consolidated Ra- 
dio Artists office here to build a unit 
for the annual shindig Sept. 1 to 7. 
Already set are Leon Mojica’s orch 
(13), 18 Peggy O'Neill dancers, ‘Red 
Dust’ and Bob Williams, dog act; 
Pansy Sanborn, xylophonist; Walter 
Dare Wahl & Co., comedy team; 
Johnny O’Brien, harmonica; Ches- 
ney and Worth, singers; Jackson and 
Blackwell, dance team and Lou 
Ashe, m.c. 





Admission was 75 cents | 


Embarrassed With B.0. 


Atlantic City, July 8. 

Terrific weekend attendance rec- 
ords being chalked up here by Steel 
Pier have led manager Frank P. 
Gravatt and his publicity depart- 
ment to put the reverse English on 
the usual process of inflating patron- 
age figures to prove potential payees 
how popular a joint is. 

Gravatt’s technique is to hold the 
figures down. He fears that if pa- 
trons on the outside really know 
how mobbed the pier is they'll be 
scared away. 


Philly Niteries 
Pay Fines in Rum 
Board Citations 








s 


Philadelphia, July 8. 
Sam Silber, operator of the Em- 
| bassy, local nitery paid over $900 to 
the State Liquor Board yesterday 
(Monday) in lieu of a 90-day 
suspension of his liquor license, 
which would have forced the spot to 
shutter for that length of time. The 
Embassy had been found guilty by 
the Board of selling liquor after 
hours and allowing dancing and en- 


tertainment after the Sabbath cur- 
few. It was the fourth citation for 
the spot. 


A fine of $50 or a 45-day sus- 
pension was paid by the Club Bali, 
also convicted of: similar violations 
by the board. 

The Board’s examiner, Sidney 
Schwartz, meanwhile, was deliberat- 
ing a demand by board agents that 
the liquor license of Carroll’s, cen- 
tral-city burlesk nitery, be lifted on 
charges of selling after-hours, per- 
mitting immoral shows and _ insuf- 
ficient lighting. 

At a hearing last Wednesday 





(2), 


sing ‘lewd and smutty ballads.’ Coun- 


sel for Carroll’s asserted that Miss | 


Mabley had ‘once song before Mrs. 
Rovsevelt.’ 
agent, remarked ‘it didn’t matter if 
she sang in a Sunday School choir, 


we were there.’ 

To refute claims his place was ‘ill- 
lighted,’ Stanley Carroll, operator of 
the spot, submitted his electric light- 
ing bills as ‘evidence.’ Decision was 
| reserved. 


Spokane Loses Vaude 


Spokane, July 8. 

| Post St. theatre which used vaude- 
| ville three days a week for the last 
year, and two months ago tried it for 
a seven-day run weekly, has discon- 





tinued both vaudeville and first run | 


pictures. 


} ° ° 
Continues as/a grind. 


Walter R. Wilson, chief | 


she certainly was way off base when | 





Hurricane, B’way Nitery, 
In Provisional Payoffs 


The recently reopened Hurricane, 
Broadway nitery, is being forced by 
the American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists to pay off the principals every 
other night, instead of once-weekly. 
As for the chorus girls, the spot 
had to post a cash bond ensuring 
salaries. 

AGVA is still trying to collect 
from Albert Johnson the more than 
$3,000 owed the cast of his defunct 
ice show at Luna Park, Coney 
fsland. Last promise from Johnson 
was that he’d meet the obligations 
this week. 


AGVA, 4A'S IN 
AGREEMENT 
ON TAX 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists reached a_ settlement last 
week with the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America on the per 
capita tax it owed the parent or- 
ganization. Amount due the Four 
A’s was $2,900; settlement figure was 
$500. 

Four A’s evidenced that it was 
accepting a fraction of the coin in 
,an effort to help AGVA completely 
| straighten out its finances. AGVA 
| indicates that it will be able to pay 
| the full per capita tax in the future. 
| Variety performers’ union now has 
| over $8,500 cash balance in the bank, 
which is sharp contrast to the $1.76 
on hand about a year ago. 














‘Grand Ole Opry’ Nabs 
| Fine $4,800 in Ga. Stand 


Nashville, July 8. 


| The ‘Grand Ole Opry’s’ road show | 


expectations on _ its 
| Opening week in Georgia with 15,364 


exceeded all 


7,000 PAYEES RIOT AT DEBT-PLAGUED 


SUNBROCK ‘WAR’ CIRCUS IN. DETROIT 


120 Cops, 4 Fire Companies Called Out to Stem 
Mob When Creditors Force Halt of Performance 


and AGVA Demands 


Detroit, July 8. 


Performer Pay 





| the impasse that left the crowd with 


Even ‘A Preview of Modern War’| Only a balloon ascension for the 


can involve the civilian populace. 
A thrill circus of that title, staged 
here by Larry Sunbrock, ended Sun- 


_evening’s thrills until they staged 
| their own show. 


The scramble for the cash pro- 


| duced some odd affects, with Uncle 


day night (6) with 7,000 spectators,| Sam evidently the eventual winner. 


120 policemen and four fire com- 
panies tangled in a riot in the Uni- 
versity of Detroit stadium after 
AGVA, numerous creditors such as 
the General Publicity Service and 
the Essex Broadcasting Co. (Station 
CKLW, Windsor, Ont.) and even the 


federal government staged an attack 
on the boxoffices. 

On the verge of trouble for three 
nights, the brawl broke loose on the 
final night of the spectacle after Les 
Golden, representing AGVA, refused 
to let the performers go on until 
they were paid. This produced a 
series of sorties on the boxoffices by 
the numerous creditors of the widely 
ballyhooed spectacle, while the 7,000 
spectators waited, first patiently, in 
the stands for more than two hours 
before breaking out in the riot which 
resulted in four riot calls, a triple 
fire alarm and the final burning of 
three automobiles and other equip- 
ment of the thrill circus. 

None of the spectators got a refund 
because of the quick grabbing of cash 
by the sundry creditors although the 


crowd stormed the boxoffices, too, | 
and finally burned two. 

Unable to Pay Performers 

Fiasco started to stem from the, 


fact that the General Publicity Serv- 
ice and the Essex Broadcasting Co. 
obtained assignments and _ placed 
their own agents in the boxoffices 


| 


After the ad agencies glommed the 
cash, federal agents sent their scouts 
in pursuit of these collectors, claim- 
ing Uncle Sam had a prior claim on 
| $660 for admission taxes. 

Once the riot started, in which 
| scores were injured, it took until 
| midnight to clear the stadium of the 
| impromptu thrill circus put on by 
, the crowd. Golden, who intended 
| to press his claims against Sunbrock, 
| was balked of further action here 
| when the promoter checked out of 
his hotel a few hours after the riot 
broke out. 

Sunbrock has had other non-payoft 
trouble in the past, wherein he’s 
been forced to scram town without 
shelling out. 


Frisco Stairway Dropping 
Names Due to Poor Biz 








San Francisco, July 8. 

With biz only fair, Stairway to the 
Stars is dropping names following 
| three-week engagement of Gypsy 
Rose Lee, just concluded. Replacing 
her is Prof. L. Cota, zany xylophon- 
ist, and Lee Bartel, singer, both set 
by MCA. 

Holding over are Gary Leon and 
Tut Mace, dance team booked in by 
|Bert Levey. Guy Rennie, m.c., and 
Boris Petroff’s Hollywood Sweater 





to collect on the advertising bills.|Girls also stay on. 


As a result of this Sunbrock claimed 
he was unable to pay the performers 
per Golden’s request. 


Burnett and Lucille opened at the 





This produced! It Cafe in Hollywood. 














| customers paying approximately $4,- | 
800 to see the WSM hillbilly stars. | 


| Honey Wiles, road manager, said 
that about 400 persons had to be 
An 


| turned away each night. en- 


| 


|largement in the tent will be made | 


within the next week so that about 
3,700 patrons can be seated. 

Scale is 35¢ for adults, 20c for 
| children with box seats costing an 


| additional 15c. 








| 
: 


Coast Army Camp Troupe Really 


Suffers for Uncle Sam’s Soldiers 


$$ sr — | 


San Francisco, July 8. 
Coast’s’ first touring camp 
show from Hollywood is really suf- 
fering for Uncle Sam. By time gang 
ireached the Presido here it had 





army 


idust and wind that nearly blew 
them off the stage at San Luis Obis- 
po, hours in buses and a week’s loss 
of sleep. 

Parading under banner of the 
Hollywood Division, Motion Picture 
Committee Cooperating with Na- 
tional Defense, unit included Kay 
Kyser, Ginny Simms, et al, Marlene 
Dietrich, Linda Darnell, Lucille Ball, 
Desi Arnaz, Jerry Adler (brother 
of Larry), Georgia Carroll, Kay Ald- 
rich and Phil Regan. Troupe broke 
in at Camp Callan, near San Diego, 
and worked its way up through 
Riverside, Camp Roberts at San Luis 
Obispo (where La Dietrich mounted 
a chair in the hospital and sang 
|songs) Hamilton Field and the Pre- 
sido here. At local stop, Kyser origi- 
‘nated his network show in the 1,100- 
iseat post theatre, doing a total of 
| three shows so that the boys could 
| see it in relays. 

Before they'd gone 600 miles, how- 





ever, Dietrich, Simms, Ball and Dar- ’ 


faced heat prostration in Riverside, | 


,nell had been inducted as honorary | 
lieutenants. Guy who earned the 


|orchids, however, is Kyser, who 
never worked harder in his life and 
made a terrific hit with service 
units, all of whom wanted distinc- | 
tion of making him an honorary 
| captain. Kyser m.c.’d shows before 


audiences of up to 25,000 men. 

From Frisco, tour swung to Mof- 
fett Field, with dates beyond that | 
point indefinite, 

Committee in charge includes Y. | 
Frank Freeman, Paramount; Edward 
Arnold and Charles Feldman. Pro- 
duction is by Max Bercutt of Feld- 
| man’s office. Even publicity donated, 
| Eddie Rubin of RKO and Charles 
|Cochard of M-G accompanying as 
| planters, 
| Helene Hughes dancers and Emer- | 
| ald Sisters, acro act, currently at the | 





| Bal Tabarin here, donated service | 


locally, driving 50 miles to partici- | 
pate in Hamilton Field show. 





Indefinite Extension 


War Department execs 


' 


are sO} 
| pleased with results on mobile vaude | 


| shows now touring camps that they | 


| put in an emergency call yesterday 
(Continued on page 52) 
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HOTEL NEW YORKER. 


(TERRACE ROOM, N. Y¥.) 

Don Arden’s Ice Revue, Belita, Jo 
Ann Dean, Gene Berg, Peter Killam, 
Anne Haroidson, Phil Hiser, Ice Bal- 
let (6), Ross MacLean’ emcee; 
Johnny Long Orchestra (16) featur- 
ing Helen Young, Bod Houston; $2 
dinner minimum, 75c. and $1 cover. 

This is the fifth year for ice re- 
vues at the Hotel New Yorker, pio- 
neered by the late Ralph Hitz. The 
successor prez of this hostelry, Frank 
L. Andrews, and his entertainment 
director, Carl Snyder, must be forced 
to the conclusion that the Arctic at- 
mosphere type of floor show is the 
best b.o., especially for the summer, 
judging by recent grosses. The Ter- 
race Room's divertissement was In- 
terrupted, along with its name | 
bands, by a union squabble, and 
while the preceding Monte Proser | 
‘Copacabana Revue’ was a good stop- | 
ap, what really makes maitre d’hotel | 
fax Engelhardt beam at the door 
are the revues on ice. 

Belita, premier British ice baller- 
ina, who toured with ‘Icecapades’ 
for John H. Harris, and also just 
completed its filmization for Repub- 
lic (with the Hotel St. Regis, N. Y.. | 
ballerina, Dorothy Lewis, as co-at- | 
traction in the celluloid version) is | 
back at the helm of this snappy, Don | 
Arden-produced revue. The rest of | 
the support is 100% new faces, so | 
far as the New Yorker is concerned. | 

Belita, a tall blonde of arresting | 
personality, nifty gams and an ice 
ballerina) manner of distinction, 
makes her entrance from the audi- 
ence and more than sustains her solo 
opportunities. Peter Killam, Cana- 
dian, is the juve lead with rhythmic 
type skating. He heads up _ the 
Southern Belles (6) in ante-bellum 
getup for the opener in a Dixie rou- 
tine. Costumes are gay, colorful and 
authentic in the Scarlett O’Hara 
manner, 

Gene Berg, another juve, who 
later pairs with Jo Ann Dean, de- 
livers with a free-style skating ex- 
hibition. Thence Phil Hiser in ‘gay 

lade’ Gay '90’s getup, with intricate 
legmania on the runners, including 
some nifty prattfalls and the like. 
OK comedy contrast. Berg and Miss 
Dean return for a samba opener, | 
as part of a Pan-American costume | 
interlude, but finale their duet with | 
a rhythmic routine to ‘Daddy.’ 

Belita, furthering the change-of- 
pace motif of the revue, solos in a 
Song of India’ specialty. She also 
flashes an arrestingly cut costume 
that is novel and borders on the dar- 
ing without being in ill taste. Peter 
Killam again does ‘Top Hat’—a 
white-tie and cane number—a fetch- 
ing rhythmic specialty. Anne Har- 
oldson, a looker, leads the finale, a 
Parisian midinette conceit. 

Thus, the gamut is variegated, 
ranging from Dixie to samba to can- 
can, yet it’s not disjointed nor does 
it give an awkward impression of , 
just being bit-and-number, as the 
sequence might indicate. 

Johnny Long, the left-handed fid- 
dling maestro who reminds of Hal 
Kemp in personality and dance style, 
holds over, and is making much of 
his big league opportunity at the 
Hotel New Yorker. Long’s post-grad 
combo of 16—six brass, six reeds, 
four rhythm—is another of those re- 
cently out-of-college bands, with the 
nucleus of the team still intact, and 
more than delivers for the hoof. Vo- 
cals by Helen Young and Bob Hous- 
ton ok. Ross MacLean, not of the 
band, does the emcee mike an- 
nouncements. Abel. 


EMPIRE ROOM, CHI 


(PALMER HOUSE) 

















Chicago, July 1. 
Rosario and Antonio, Johnny Mack, | 
Three Pitchmen, Carlos Ramirez,| 
Merriel Abbott Dancers (12), Skin-| 
nay Ennis Orch (15), Lou Diamond 
Orch; $3-3.50 dinner minimum; $2- 
2.50 supper. | 


| 


| 





One of the most colorful revues 
staged in this smart room in some, 
time, show looks to possess not only 
business pulling value but real en- 
tertainment scck as well. 

Skinnay Ennis, in his first appear- 
ance here since the organization of 
his own band, appears to be well 
enough known due to his shots on| 
the Bob Hope radio show to serye as 
an excellent draw. At show caught 
Ennis m.c.’s but relief band Lou 
Diamond played show music, due to 
some of Ennis’ band being tem- 
porarily incapacitated on account of 
automobile accident. | 

Show opens with Merriel Abbott 
Dancers in a novel number, ‘The An- | 
gel and the Devil,’ based on one of 
the tunes Ennis is identified with,! 
‘I've Got a Date with an Angel.’ 


| ballroomed in the Grill; now they’re | 


of various dance bands, such as | 
Wayne King, Henry Busse and even | 
John Philip Sousa. Act could stand 
a little speeding. 

Carlos Ramirez, young South 
American baritone, is impressive in 
three well selected numbers, Open- 
ing with ‘Amapola, he goes directly 
to the classics, singing an aria from 
‘Pagliacci. For a closer he does a 
Spanish selection, ‘Granada,’ which 
introduces the Abbott Girls once 
again, this time in a Spanish Gypsy 
dance. Ramirez has excellent range 
and quality and shows great promise. 

Rosario and Antonio, fresh from 
pictures, are on for two typical Span- 
ish gypsy dances that display fire and 
novel presentation. They are at 
home in this setup, the big floor af- 
fording plenty of room and an ex- 
cellent show case for their individual 
artistry. All and all a fitting climax 
to a well produced and nicely bal- 
anced show. Loop. | 


RAINBOW ROOM, N. Y. 





Barry Winton Orchestra (13) with | 
Sigrid Lassen, Julian and Marjori, 
Ruth Hughes Aarons and Sandor! 
Glancz, Russell Swann, Clemente’s | 
Rhumba Orch with Mayla; $2.50 din-| 
ner minimum, $1 and $2 cover. | 
| 





This is a nice light summer revue, 
consistent with the season, although | 
holding more or less proved talent. | 
Three of the four acts might be} 
called Rockefeller nitery veterans, | 
Barry Winton’s enlarged band hav-| 
ing just shifted over from the in-| 
formal Rainbow Grill, as have Julian 
and Marjori, while Ruth Hughes | 
Aarons and Sandor Glancz, the table) 
tennisers, mark their third or fourth | 
return here. | 

Don Julian and Marjori previously | 
conducted the champagne hour and} 

' 
the highlight dance pair in the tonier | 
Rainbow Room, sans the dance con-| 
test. Their tango, toreador and} 
Viennese waltz routine, on the sup-| 
per show caught, clicked. 

Miss ‘Aarons and Giancz are always | 
surefire. For one thing, their ping-| 

onging is no child‘s play; she’s the! 
emme champ and he’s former} 
world’s title-holder when attached to | 
the Hungarian team. (Incidentally, | 
another ex-Hungarian, Vicki Barna, | 
who formerly  vis-a-vised Miss | 
Hughes, has been in England the past 
year or so giving table-tennis ex-| 
hibitions in the London bomb shel-| 
ters.) 

First-time-here is Russell Swann, | 
vet comedy magico, whose audience- | 
familiarity is offset by an engaging 
style. There are times when, in 
less deft hands, his intime type of | 
performance might skirt on the dan- | 
gerous, but he gets away with it. The | 
magic, thus, becomes incidental to 
his comedy flair and hence he takes | 
on extra values. When he essays| 
something really difficult he observes | 
‘the hell with it; it would be a good 
one if I could do it,’ and stuff like 
that. 

_ Winton’s new band has smoothed | 
its rough edges since opening and is | 
now in thé RR tradition of sprightly | 
yet suave dansapation. Sigrid Las- | 
sen continues as_ vocal assist. 
Clemente’s Rhumba is a nifty sextet | 
headed up by the per 
with the claves and a 


front. Abel. 


885 CLUB, CHI 


Chicago, July 3. 
Jerry Bergen with Aliegra Varron, 
Rogers and Morris, Fifi de Villerie, 
Julio Garcia Orch (5). 











Here in what was formerly just a 
smart eating spot with incidental 
entertainment, there now is an at- 
mosphere of unrestrained comedy of 
the rowdy variety. Joe Miller, op- 
erator of the 885, has wisely allowed 
the acts to take over the place, and 
as a result the show is genuinely 
funny. 

Show gets under way with a long, 
drawn-out series of opening an- 
nouncements that 
boys, a Cuban from the orchestra, 
the girl singer, three different comics 
and even the boy from the men’s 
room. Following this, Fifi de Vil- 
lerie, attractive brunet with fair 
pipes, takes over for three Latin 
songs. She seemed rather nervous, 
but overwise okay. 

Rogers and Morris, slightly daffy 
comics with a flair for impersona- 
tion, are on for a solid half hour, 
with several changes of makeup and 
costume, and some pretty funny 
chatter. Material is a little shop- 
worn, but presentation is good and 
the customers liked them. With 
some new material these boys might 
go far. 


Jerry Bergen, diminutive comic, 


involve the bus- | 


Number features half of the girls as! who works almost entirely in panto- 
angels and half as devils, and offers mime, had the audience with him 
some unusual and distinctive costum-| from his first appearance, and laughs 
ing. | came fast and often. His impression 
Johnny Mack, youthful tap of a concert violinist is a great piece 
dancer, is on for some polished and of business, and followed by his in- 
effective work, of which the most! troduction of Allegra Varron, 200 
outstanding is a bit done without the pounds of soprano brunet, who 
aid of music. He has good possibili- works to great advantage with Ber- 
ties. |gen, it proves the topper to the 
Trio of unusual comedians, The show. The combination of Bergen 
Three Pitchmen, offer some novel’ with Rogers and Morris on the same 
musical results with the aid of, bill is surefire. 
mouthpiece gadgets. One of the trio} Julio Garcia Orch (5) plays well 
plays the piano throughout the act,| for the show and dancing. Business 


BLUE ROOM, N. O. 


(HOTEL ROOSEVELT, N.O.) 


New Orleans, July 5. 


Joe Reichman Orch, Sammy Walsh, 
Yola Galli, Shayne and Armstrong, 
Larry O'Neill. 

With other night spots either dark 
or biz way off, this top nitery is still 
getting the cream. Show is a swell 
dish and rendezvous was packed 
opening night despite heavy down- 
pour ail evening. 

Joe Reichman, making first ap- 
pearance here, fits in nicely and he 
and crew kept the dance floor well- 
filled. Band ranks with the best that 
have played the Blue Room and 
leader-pianist proves to be more 
than just a baton wielder. He con- 


tributes several specialties of his. 


own at the keyboard which show 
mastery of technique, particularly 
his interpretation of ‘Smoke Gets in 
Your Eyes. Reichman’s neat sense 
of harmony is apparent throughout 
the time he presides at the instru- 
ment. 

Band does sweet and swing with 
equal ease, with a waltz or two 
thrown in for good measure much fo 
the delight of the oldsters. Floor 


| show, although modest in quantity is 


rich in entertainment, and moves at 
nice pace 

Sammy Walsh, emcee, shows he’s 
been around. His comedy, songs and 
imitations earned him a nice reception 
and his offering is standout part of 
floor entertainment. Although he 
bows on the various turns on the bill, 
Walsh works alone towards the close. 
He appeared in this city last time 
some 10 years ago at old Suburban 
Gardens. 

Yola Galli, ‘Latin and American 
Chanteuse,’ contributes séveral songs 
of better type such as ‘Blue Danube’ 
and ‘Donkey Serenade,’ and grabs 
her share of the applause. Reichman 
and boys provide effective assistance 
to Miss Galli in her act, especially 
during rendition of ‘Nightingale 
Sang in Berkeley Square,’ which she 
does as an encore. 

Shayne and Armstrong make a 
nice appearance and are a smooth 
and graceful dance team, sweeping 
through a series of routines in which 
they mix rhumba, waltz and comedy 
steps, and dizzy whirls for fine re- 
sults. 

Larry O'Neill, Reichman’s vocalist, 
rates bows for his swell vocalizing 
and hot trumpet tooting, especially 
for the way he does ‘Sweet Chariot.’ 

While the show is well paced and 
high in entertainment the important 
thing is that preceding and follow- 
ing it, and wrapped all around it, is 
the music of Reichman. Liuzza. 


RITZ ROOF, BOSTON 


(RITZ-CARLTON HOTEL) 





Boston, July 3. 


Count Basie Orch (16) 
Hazel Scott; Ruby Newman String 


Ensemble (4); $1 cover. 





Opening a three-week engagement 
at one of the top class spots of New 
England, Count Basie and Hazel 
Scott jammed the roof of the Ritz 


sonable Mayla| Carlton on the night before the 
fetching brunet! Fourth. With a terrific heat wave 


just ending about a week’s run and 
the three-day weekend just opening, 
it might have been a logical alibi had 
the trade been off. 

This is Basie’s second date here in 
two years, but Miss Scott’s first, and 
also the first time she has played a 
| club with the Basie band, having 
| worked with them only in theatres. 
The Count is a known quantity here, 
and Miss Scott comes in with a 
smasho buildup from her past sea- 
son at Cafe Society in N. Y. Among 
the hep crowd who had not caught 
her act in New York, tremendous in- 
terest and anticipation was attached 
to the preem appearance here of the 
pianist-singer. At the late show, 
opening night, Miss Scott took two 
encores. 

Opening with ‘Daddy,’ Miss Scott 
| dished out a good sample of her 
vocal and piano stuff, but unfor- 
| tunately she offset a good first im- 
| pression by following with an am- 
| bitious endeavor that she had not, 
| apparently, rehearsed adequately, a 

tear-away, boogie-woogie assault on 
| Liszt’s ‘Second Hungarian Rhap- 
sody.’ 

This was a costly error, for it cre- 
ated a let-down in audience excite- 
| ment that never quite recovered. 





been seen around here before. Her 
personality projects enough to bring 
"em in off the sidewalk, and she is 
a natural show-woman. She is the 
kind of performer that will make 
’em talk, and when she gets her rep- 
ertoire set for this special atmos- 
phere, which often baffles a new- 
comer, she'll have to play more than 
five numbers she does here to sat- 
isfy the customers. 

Unquestionably Basie is the main 
draw, and the minute his ace rhythm 
section starts easing it out, the danc- 
ers rush from the tables to the 
floor as if they were responding to 
an air-raid warning. His only fea- 
tured band number opening night 
was ‘Wiggle Woogie,’ preceding Miss 
Scott’s floor show. The three-week 
booking indicates the management’s 
confidence in his drawing power. 
His two new trombonists, Eli Rob- 





with the other two giving imitations! terrific. Loop. 


inson and Robert Scott, made their 


with | 
Jimmy Rushing and Earl Warren; 


Nothing quite like Miss Scott has | 


debuts with the band here this week. 
Jimmy Rushing was grabbing flat- 
tering applause for his vocals when 
caught; and a special nod to Joe 
|Jones, for his expert, light drum- 
ming background for Miss Scott's 
piano. The Count handles his brief 
m.c. assignment here with the right, 
restrained touch. 

Ruby Newman's string group, play- 
ing between the Basie sets, keeps a 
comfortably-sized dance crowd on 
the floor, getting a good response to 
| waltzes, currently favored by a size- 
| able minority of Bostonians. Fox. 


CHEZ PAREE, CHI 


Chicago, July 5. 
Milton Berle, Raquel and Tarriba, 
Ben Yost Vi-Kings (6), Carole 
Rhodes, The Jansleys (4), Chez 
Paree Adorables (16), Boyd Raeburn 
Orch (14), Bobby Ramos Orth (11); 
$2.50-$3.50 min. 

















Back in the Chez Paree for the 
first time in three years, Milton 
Berle has established a precedent 
at the popular nitery in that he dic- 
tated who the supporting acts were 
to be. It is obvious that the choice 
was for the most part a wise one, 
as the show is fast-moving and 
thoroughly entertaining. 

Berle has never been better, and 
working all the way through the 
show as he does, there are no let- 
| downs. Chez Paree Adorables are 
nifties and add plenty of flash. An 
unbilled, male ballet-tap protege of 
Berle is on for some distinctive work 
- with the line. 

Opening the show the girls do a 
pleasant rhythm precision number, 
backed by colorful costumes. The 
routine has some neat formation 
work, well suited to the big floor. 
Following this come the Jansleys 
with their standard vaudeville risley 
acrobatic turn. They went over well 
with the customers, who liked the 
typically circus balancing act. 

Raquel and Tarriba, Cuban danc- 
ers, are on for two fine numbers, 
with plenty of flash and color, em- 
phasized by castanets. Girl has good 
looks and excellent sales personality, 
which aids much in putting the act 
over. Numbers are interesting 
enough in themselves, and the turn 
had no difficulty in satisfying the 


patrons. Carol Rhodes is a blonde 
warbler who does well with her 
tunes. She seemed a bit skittish 


when caught but scored satisfactor- 
ily, using a good many standard 
rather than strictly pop tunes. 

Making a great appearance, the 
Yost Vi-Kings are among the high- 
lights. Doing the expected ‘Vaga- 
bond King’ score, with plenty of in- 
dividual solo work, they achieve ex- 
cellent results. Topper of the whole 
show, however, is Berle appearing as 
the misfit seventh member of the 
act. Hokum all the way, but the 
audience ate it up and kept applaud- 
ing for more. An outstanding piece 
of business. 

In his own spot Berle confines 
himseif to the singing of a few paro- 
dies and his nonsensical clowning. 
He gets laughs even when there 








aren’t any. He is at his best, how- 
| ever, when mixing into everyone 
else’s act. 


Boyd Raeburn orch plays the show 
neatly and his dance sets are enjoy- 
|}able. Bobby Ramos orch produces 
excellent music in the Latin manner. 

Business terrific. Gold. 











OTTO EASON 
Dancing.on Skates 
6 Mins. 

Strand, N. Y. 

Colored lad’s novelty in this danc- 
ing turn lies in its performance on 
roller skates. All the buck-and-wing 
intricacies are done on the rollers, 
and the skates add to a novelty glid- 
ing effect in some respects, especially 
for the kingpin routine, that on the 
staircase, 
| This employs the step-ladder ped- 
|estal first introduced by Bill Robin- 
son. (By the way, Bojangles prob- 
ably got tired of beefing about the 
copyists and just willed it to them). 
| Anyway, Eason uses the prop in a 
| different sort of a way, via the roll- 
ers, making for a dizzy and some- 
what hazardous routine. 

For cafes, where the youngster 
would qualify also, he’d have to use 
| a mat, undoubtedly, in order not to 
|}ruin the dance floor. He’s an OK 
specialty for bandshow (stage) and 
nitery revues. Abel. 





CANADA LEE 

With Wardell Saunders, Rena Mit- 
chell 

Dramatic Skit 

10 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

Considering that Canada Lee and 
other members from the original cast 
of ‘Native Son,’ Broadway’s recently 
closed legiter, are not aided by any 
sets or special lighting used in the 
Orson Welles production, this 10- 
minute excerpt is clickily executed. 
Despite the brevity, Lee manages to 
convey excellently the bullying 
character of Bigger Thomas, the Chi- 
cago Negro, involved with the law. 

Choice of the scene used—typical 
Chi south-side street in front of a 
barroom, with Bigger planning a 
stickup and rounding up his brow- 





New Acts in Theatres 





| 








Unit Review 
Earl Carroll Revue 


(GOLDEN GATE, FRISCO) 











San Francisco, July 8. 

Slate Bros. (3), Buster Shaver with 
Olive and George, Fay Carroll, 
Jeanne Devereaux, Anna Lee, Lois 
Morressy, Beverly Carroll, Dorothy 
Bytor Dancers (6), Wiere Brothers 
(2), Al Norman, Carroll Girls (18), 
Irving Aaronson Orch (13); ‘Hurry, 
Charlie, Hurry’ (RKO). 





Earl Carroll is breaking in his new 
revue here prior to touring. Cos- 
tumes are not as bad as last time and 
there’s one neat novelty in Olive and 
George, midget dance team, but 
otherwise it’s a hodge-podge, with 
Slate brothers’ humor lifted almost 
entirely from the lower. levels of 
burlesque. It’s a better show, how- 
ever, than Carroll’s last effort al- 
though not likely to win itself any 
repeat dates in present form. 

As usual with Carroll shows, off- 
stage voice tells customers what a 
‘treat’ they're in for. Male line (7) 
bows on first (odd for a girl show), 
goes through few mild steps and a 
song, then fades as 18 girls parade. 
Curtain parts revealing steps which 
gals climb, waving white and red 
flags. Colors are faded and general 
effect is sad. Slate brothers work in 
and out and are on during most of 
the show. Start by tossing news- 
papers for audience to read. 

Al Norman next with 10 show- 
girls following him in tap routine. 
Lad is lightning quick and has some 
funny steps which land but repeats 
them too often. Solo tango misses 
although it has flashes of brilliance. 

Fay Carroll vocals passably while 
showgirls parade in bright-colored 
bits of sparkling costume, okay, fol- 
lowed by units of two joined across 
shoulders and arms for a python ef- 
fect. So awkward and goofy that 
audience laughed out loud at this 
one. Jeanne Devereaux in pale green 
skirt and bra toe-and-bubble dances 
in front of the line for okay results. 

First real interest shown by cus- 
tomers is accorded next turn, Olive 


|'and George, with Buster Shaver at 


the piano, doing a jazz minuet. El- 
bow-high gal is as cute as they come 
and second routine, wherein Olive 
and full-size Shaver do an adagio 
is the only sock item in the whole 
show. Novelty got a terrific ovation. 
Later in show she does a swell Car- 
men Miranda and ballroom with 
George. 

Army camp set. next, Slate 
brothers and Norman doing how-to- 
sleep and service gag stuff which is 
a blend of high school and burley 
corn. Anna Lee, high-kicker, fol- 
lows for fair returns. Slate brothers 
have one neat novelty, ‘Buy Ameri- 
can,’ wherein one is disrobed as 
others hunt for made-in-USA libels 
on his clothes. ° 

Between various. girl routines 
(none of which is outstanding), other 
specialties include the Wiere Bros., 
only two this time (formerly three), 
but still one of the slickest comedy 
teams in these parts; Byton dancers, 
only girls in the show who know 
what they’re doing, with a fast acro- 
batic routine and a novelty using 
faces on their knees; Miss Devereaux, 
who returns for a _ fast toe-spin 
routine which lands solidly, and a 
comedy routine between the hard- 
working Slate boys who substitute a 
dummy for a girl foil in an acrobatic 
dance number, a quick-change nov- 
elty which will be okay when open- 
ing-day bugs are ironed out. 

Whole show has atmosphere of 
perspiration rather than inspiration, 
and general tone of humor, while 
okay for Hollywood and probably 
New York, won’t endear Carroll to 
family audiences or Parent-Teacher 
groups. 


Biz fair at opening. Wern. 





Cafe Man Stuck Up-- 


Wichita, July 8. 
Fred Clemons, operator of Over- 


flow Club, night spot north of city, - 


reported to police that he was held 
up and robbed of $2,000 cash and 
an undetermined amount of jewelry 
at his home last week. 

Two men, armed with pistols, ap- 
proached him as he got out of his 


car. at his home, forced him into 
the house where he was tied to 
chair while search was made of 
house. 





Four Tones moved into the Rhum- 
Boogie, Hollywood, with Cee-Pee 
Johnson and the Chocolateers hold- 
ing over. 





beaten pals to carry out the job—is 
excellent for the spot. The phase 
dealing with the murder of the white 
girl is not included. 

Besides Lee’s fine portrayal, Rena 
Mitchell, as his sweetheart, and War- 
dell Saunders, as his pal, provide the 
best support. Both are from the orig- 
inal St. James theatre show. Manage- 
ment shrewdly has used Willie Bry- 
ant as m. c. on show here to bafld 
up Lee as an unassuming thespian 
via an informal interview preceding 
the excerpt. Wear. 
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ROXY, N. Y. 


Major Bowes’ ‘Star Parade of 1941’ 
with 4 Mimicking Melodeers, Dickey 
Ludwig, Ross and West, Robert 
Shilton, Bertay Sisters, June Brady, 
Three Harmonica Bees, Paul Jones 
Three ar etm Rockets, Murie 
Ober, Arthur Melli; Gae Foster Girls 
(24), Paul Ash House Orchestra; 
‘Moon Over Miamw’ (20th) reviewed 
in VariETY, June 18 








The Roxy does well with Bowes 
units usually, and as a rule Bowes am 
shows are surefire for any rostrum. 
There’s no difference between the 
sympathetic reactions of a Broadway 
first-runner and the patrons of the 
Idle Hour theatre in Wichita— 
especially if the amateur talent is 
basically good. 

‘Star Parade of 1941’ unit, as the 
pilling suggests, is a galaxy of top 
ams from Bowes’ radio shows; and 
Paul Ash, batoning the Roxy house 
band onstage this week, in a boat- 
deck setting, thus parades a mess of 
talent that ranges from basically 
good to professionally competent. 

It spans 50 minutes and therein are 
packed 11 acts and two ensemble 
specialties by the Gae Foster line 
(24). No encores because of show’s 
length, Ash announced, but none the 
less Dickey Ludwig, one of the like- 
liest semi-pros, tied it up with his 
ventriloquism. In view of the cur- 
tailed time limitations, New Act re- 
views are eschewed, but cafes and 
such, ever hungry for modestly- 
budgeted specialties and new faces, 
could profit from an intensive 0.0. of 
this week’s show. In sequence: 

Three Harmonica Bees (a corny 
billing, by the bye) open with mouth- 
organ work, distinguished by a dif- 
ficult ‘Csardas’ and some comedy by 
the manipulation of the elongated 
instrument. All three boys work 
around a mike and over neatly. 

Arthur Melli does barnyard imita- 
tions; for 1941 purposes. they’re 
‘sound effects.’ All right too. 

Robert Shilton, in grand opera 
manner, barytones ‘Figaro,’ also to 
good returns. 

Three Rollicking Rockets, two 





boys and a girl, are whirlwind roller- 
skaters and might be suspected of| 
being pro ringers. Ash explains that) 
they hitch-hiked from Lincoln and 
naturally, sans television, couldn’t do 
anything over the air, but they’re | 
effective for personals. They do 
their fast whirling on the rollers! 
with eclat and display an essence of| 
novelty showmanship with a neon-| 
light effect. ‘ 
Murie. Ober, femme 
pleases with ‘Glow Worm.’ 
Ross and West, heralded as ‘fresh| 
out of City College, | 


whistler, 


New York’s| 
own,’ are professional timber. Their | 
radio imitations depart from the | 
usual; they punctuate these with| 
satire, wit and not a bit of shrewd 
comedy, under the aura of a ‘tele- 
visiom newsreel.’ Will make a good 
cafe interlude also. For recent col- 
lege alumni, one must have boned 
unduly hard judging by his remote 
hair-line and he would be wise to in- 
vest in a Westmore for pro purposes. 

June Brady, soubret, with ‘You’re 
the One’ a la Garbo, Hepburn, Lew | 
Lehr, Mae West, and signing off with| 
a brisk vocalization of ‘Hut-Sut,’ also | 
clicks. Here the 24 Fosterites come| 
on for their first line routine. 

Paul Jones’ musical spoons and| 
bones is 1941 Dockstader stuff. That} 
end-man bit went out with Primrose 
and West minstrelsy but, considering | 
that Bowes brought back Miner's 
amateurs under ultra-modern kilo-| 
cycle auspices, why get captious| 
about a spoon-player? 

Bertay Sisters, acrobatic dancers, | 
must have studied June and Cherry! 
Preisser before those kids broke up, | 
and presumably they too were wait- | 
ing for television to project them- 
Selves over the air, 
they're all right. They should be—| 
they suggest fugitives from the NVA. 

Four Mimicking Melodeers (an- 
other awkward handle) are a trum-! 
pet- clarinet-string bass-accordion | 
combo, whese billing tips off their| 
Specialty. They imitate Clyde Mc-| 
Coy, Tommy Dorsey, Wayne King, | 
Goodman, etc. For the main, the| 
horn man handles the major burden, | 
also making the announcements. He’s 
a personable lad. Combo has poten- 
tialities but must be extended with| 
novelty; the ‘impressions’ gag is now 
an oldie, 

Dickey Ludwig is the cream of the 
crop with his voice-throwing. Ven- 
triloquists are a vogue now anyway 
and the youngster makes much of his| 
opportunities with the traditional 
fresh’ dummy perched on his knee, 
Sassing his Svengali, Ash, the cus-| 
tomers and making ffesh asides. The 
material is always the barometer, 
Since the pattern is no longer a nov- 
elty, and to Ludwig’s credit is a 
pretty good admixture of small-talk 
and difficult double-voicing. Main- 
Stay is the buildup about ‘Peter Piper 
Picked a peck,’ etc., and the not too 
subtle imparting to the audience that 
its considered ‘impossible’ to project 
P’s without moving the lips—where- 
upon young Ludwig proceeds to do 
the ‘impossible.’ There's also 7-n ef- 
fective buildup with ‘Sin to Tell Lie’ 
or comedy vocal returns. 

Again the Gae Foster Girls with a 
Patriotic finale, Irving Berlin’s ‘Any 
Bonds Today?’ In turn, for the July 
4 occasion, from the screen came the 
National Anthem, with kaleidoscopic 
cinematic trimmings, while the audi- 
ence stood patriotically at attention. 











| plenty of 
| the dogs 


On screen, ‘Moon Over Miami’ 
(20th), Technicolor filmusical, which 
should spell good b.o. for the Roxy. 
As ome yon | director Irving Lesser 
observed on Friday (4), that day was 
the answer to the theatre manager’s 
rayer, what with the rain keeping 
em in town and chasing them in- 
doors, Abel, 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 











Indianapolis, July 4. | 

Billy Gilbert, Britt Wood, Helen 

Honan, Nelson Sisters, Doris DuPont, 

Dick Gordon, Rajah Raboid; ‘Pud- 
din’ Head’ (Rep). 





The management of the Lyric 
again has the pit orch on the stage 
with Dick Gordon in his second 
week of stickwaving. The boys in 
the orch give out a little extra when 
they’re exposed to public view and 
serve to lend weight to a stage show 
built principally of acts that would 
ordinarily work in one. The band 
gets a chance to show off in its own 
spot by plugging ‘Hot Town,’ an 
original by Henry Watkins, trum- 
pet member. Dick Gordon sings this 
week, lending a nice tenor to ‘Maria 
Elena’ and ‘Little Bit of Heaven.’ 

Holding down the top spot among 
the visitors is Billy Gilbert, sneeze- 
master.’ Gilbert works in plenty of 
the olfactory histrionics, but the 
main part of his act is a chef's bit 
which he does with his wife. In his 
mixed-up way, familiar to screen 
audiences, he tries to explain how 
to combine a couple of pies with a 
cake to get a new pastry. He works 
in chef's apron and cap. Gilbert 
comes back after a tap dance inter- 
lude by Doris DuPont, to sing ‘Sheik 
of Araby,’ ‘You Say the Sweetest 
Things, Baby’ and ‘America, I Love 
You.’ His turn got plenty of 
chuckles. 

Britt Wood has played this house 
more times than even he can re- 
member. The audience knows and 
loves every line of his rube routine 
when he explains his trip to Chi- 
cago. His mouthing of the harmon- 
ica is also solid. 

Helen Honan is another repeater 
and ranks tops among visiting 
mimics. She takes on Bonnie Baker, 
torch singers, ‘Goodwill Hour’ peo- 
ple, sopranos, and winds up doing 
Bette Davis. The Nelson Sisters do 
acrobatics. 

Rajah Raboid has been held over 
for a second week to answer ques- 
tions asked by members of the audi- 
ence. He has his special spot in the 
schedule, being separated from the 
regular stage show. His mental 
prowess seems to ring true as he 
gives advice to those who want to 
know their own past and future. 

Bill hangs together well and biz 
was booming at third show Friday 
(4), opening day. Kiley. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, July 5. 





'a family-time house 


;ners the major honors. 





Harry Richman, The Stadlers (2), 
Three Winter Sisters, Morris and) 
Rogers, Carlton Emmy’s Madwags; 
‘Wagons Roll at Night (WB). | 





Heavy activity at the b.o. marks 
any appearance’ Harry Richman 
makes in this locality, and this time 
is no’exception. There is a fair sur- 
rounding bill, but it is Richman they 
come to see, and he does not disap- 





oint. 

Opening are the Three Winter Sis- | 
ters, who combine a few acrobatic} 
tricks with a rather unimportant tap | 
routine. Dispensing with the danc-| 
ing altogether, the, go inte straight, 
tumbling, at which they are much 
better. One of the girls specials 
with a couple of more difficult 


work. | 

The Stadlers, dance team, boast! 
good appearance and some fresh | 
ideas. They combine comedy with} 
hellreom. work. without the use_ of 
the hackneyed stuff. 
the World,’ wherein they show the | 
comical side of travel instead of the 
expected dance 
various countries, 
tertaining. 

Carlton Emmy’s Madwags, clever 
dog act, drew a lot of laughs and 

applause. Emmy works 
well, and finds plenty of 
humorous situations to tickle the 
funny-bones. Tricks are not unusual, 
but are well presented. 

Morris and Rogers, comics of the 
zany variety, come up with an act 
which is good for a lot of good, solid 
laughs. One of the boys has a flair | 
for impersonation used to good ad- 
vantage in several satirical impres- | 
sions of popular radio programs. | 
Old stuff, but these boys have their 
own style which adds new flavor to | 
it. A dance on the table by the other | 
boy is only fair, but at least breaks | 
up the act so that there is not too| 
much of the same sort of thing. With 
material, these boys should do well. 

Richman is on for four songs, 
opening with ‘You’re a Lucky Fel- 
low, Mr. Smith’ and following it up 
with ‘No. 10 Lullaby Lane.’ A dra- 
matic interpretation of ‘My Sister 
and I,’ however, is where Richman 
really finds himself, and he follows | 
with a nostalgic rendition of ‘That}| 
Old Gang of Mine.’ Still a great per- 
former. 

Business fine at second show Sat-| 
urday (5). Gold 


is especially en- 


| gracefully. 


LOEW’S STATE, N. Y. 


Park and Clifford, Sara Ann Mc- 
Cabe, Cardini, Smith and Dale, Car- 
men Amaya and Co.; ‘Penny Sere- 
nade’ (Col), 








Loew's State this week is offering 
Brazil’s contribution to Pan-Ameri- 
cana, and the resuits that Carmen 
Amaya achieves in her spectacular, 
violent flamenco terping is a tribute 
to the excellence of her dancing in 
such as the 
State. Rest of the bill is pleasant 
and appealing to the masses, but it’s 
the socko south-of-the-border type 
of hoofing of Miss Amaya that gar- 
The crowd, 
surprisingly, at this catching de- 
manded an encore, though they ap- 
parently constituted, to a consider- 
able extent, as they have wherever 
she’s danced, many Latin followers. 


Senorita Amaya by no means has 
an act worthy of a theatre tour right 
now, since there’s plenty of rehearsal 
to be done if such is the intention of 
Sol Hurok, who's presenting the 
senorita at Loew’s State and in con- 
cert. But for the sheer artistry of 
her heel-and-toe stepping she re- 
mains the same sensational click of 
last winter when Monte Proser first 
introduced her to the Gothamites at 
his Broadway nitery, the Beach- 
comber. Senorita Amaya is accom- 
panied by a number of unbilled 
members of her family in her en- 
tourage, including two dancing sis- 
ters who serve merely as foils and 
background, along with several men 
guitarist-accompanists. One of the 
men fills in lulls during the dancer’s 
costume changes with an_instru- 
mental specialty, but it’s strictly a 
breather. That factor, along with 
the fact that the background people 
are so much deadwood, practically, 
in their complete void in personality, 
ténds to dissipate somewhat the gen- 
erally fine impression won by the 
headliner. 

The rest maintain the tradition of 
this all-variety house. Park and 
Clifford are the openers, hand-bal- 
ancers who start the show off neatly. 
Then there’s Sara Ann McCabe with 
her sopranoing, one of the smash 
portions of the bill. Miss McCabe is 
a nifty looker, with plenty of stage 
presence and an excellent choice of 
numbers that range from a spiritual- 
type opener through ‘Chi Chi Cas- 
tenango’ and a Rudolf Friml medley. 
Her encore, however, a flag-waving 
tune, could stand a substitute. 

Cardini is making one of his fre- 
quent returns to this house, doing 
his expert sleight-of-hand work with 
the playing cards and _ cigarets. 
Smith and Dale occupy the fourth 
slot with their hokey, but still laugh- 
provoking comedy. Their stuff, how- 
ever, by this time demands some new 
material, particularly since the old 
Dr. Kronkhite skit dates back years 
ago when the pair were part of the 
Avon Comedy Four. Two unbilled 
operatic-type male singers fill in the 
Smith and Dale lulls by warbling 
Italian arias. 

Biz just fair opening night (Thurs- 
day), the b.o. being divided by the 
recent playing at the nearby Music 
Hall of ‘Penny Serenade,’ the accom- 
panying picture this week. Naka. 


HAMID’S PIER, A. C. 


(HIPPODROME) 





Atlantic City, July 6. 
Sally Rand, Adrian Rollini Trio, 
Andréw, DeWait and Madeiine, Jack 


| McCoy, Buddy Howe and Jean Car-| 


roll, Four Co-eds, Goldie’s House 
Orch (10); ‘Lady from Louisiana’ | 
(Rep). 





Both George Hamid’s Million Dol- 


lar Pier and the jam-pack crowd got] ¢..:1:.. indi ’ 
but on sight] 4unts and shows some fine control|its money’s worth at first show Sun-| familiar and some indigo, but they | 


day (6), but crowd was wholly in- 
different to Sally Rand's topbilled 
performance. Every act except hers 
got tremendous applause, but she 


white chiffon gown and the usual 
two large ostrich fans. After step- 
ping about, she discarded gown and 
continued her dance waving fans 
If audience speculated 
whether she wore any covering, all 
doubt was removed when dancer 
raised her fans over head and light 
changed from blue to bright. The 
small applause appeared an act of 
charity. Miss Rand’s bubble dance, 
which followed, while gracefully 


|done, was pretty much floppo. Howe 


brough her out in green robe for 


ismall speech, and by sheer force of 


suggestion forced some hand clap- 
ping. 

Adrian Rollini Trio, smartly 
dressed in several shades of brown 
and white, drew biggest hand of 
show with their fancy tricks on 
xylophone, guitar, and bass fiddle. 
At one stage they had audience 
clapping in rhyhtm, unsolicitated. 

Andrew and DeWalt, in white tie 
and tails, and Madeline, a plumpish 
shapely, started with tap routine to 
Latin tunes: then went into grace- 
ful acrobatics with medium ap- 
plause. They wound up with polite 
roughhouse acrobatics in which girl 
was slung all over the stage and 
crowd went into whistling and 
stomping session. 


dance, and boy telling first date 
goodnight in hallway. 

Four Co-eds, two redheaded and 
two blonde lookers in white suits. 
were appealing sights with rapid 
succession of tap and cartwheel dem- 
onstrations. Buddy Howe and Jean 
Carroll started with mike conversa- 
tion in which she got off smart line 
lof localized gags, suggestive enough 
to please seashore mob. Then she 
sang, ‘Lady Be Good,’ with lively 
effect, finishing tune with trumpet 
imitation 
with hot jitterbug finale. 

For 75c customers saw this show, 


circus acts on end of pier, Carter. 








Buffalo July 4. 
‘Crazy with the Heat’ with Willie 
; Howard, Sylvia Froos, Dacita, Betty 
| Kean, Peggy and Moro; ‘Thieves Fall 
Out’ (WB), 





the No. 1 man with this show. What 
Ed Sullivan’s tab version of his 
Broadway in-and-outer would be like 


thing to think about. 
it’s easy enough to take, though it 
still remains a rather episodic, un- 
‘inspired offering. With a single 
shrug, Howard transplanis the hoar- 
iest burley routines to a certain de- 
gree of politeness. 


bling stints of 
punching in handily with ‘Twist of 


to Music’ for the ensemble finale. In 
between, she scores with a pseudo 
South American medley, ‘Time of 
My Life’ (With Betty Kean spotted 
for a comedy interlude) and a topi- 
cal travesty on ‘Chloe,’ which serves 
as a swell vehicle for her standard 
mimicry. 

Dacita’s terp assists are in the 
Latin genre while Peggy and Moro’s 
svelte ballroomology qualifies them 
as genuine dance stylists and earned 
them a heavy reception. An abbre- 
viated boy and girl chorus ensemble 
is not too much in evidence. Cos- 








tion is noticeable chiefly by its ab- 
sence. 

Last show opening day (4) drew 
substantial and audibly appreciative 
crowd. Burton. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Canada Lee & Co., Bianche Cual- 
loway Band (12), Willie Bryant, Paul 
Robinson, Brown and Lee, O’Connor 
| Bros. (2), Paul, Slim and Eddie; 
‘Ride on Vaquero’ (20th), 














Headed by Canada Lee (New 
Acts) and others from the original 
‘Native Son’ legit cast, plus Blanche 
Calloway’s band, Apollo is giving an 
extra helping of entertainment on 
the final bill until house reopens 
next Aug. 29. Theatre shutters for 
summer July 10. Presence of Wiliie 
Bryant, favorite here, as m.c. peps 
the surrounding show. It runs a 
little long but it’s a real b.o. mag- 
net, with house packed when caught 
Independence Day. 

Blanche Calloway, sister of Cab, 
stands on her own as a conductor 
and swing singer. She has a slick 
combination of four sax, three trum- 
pets, one trombone, drummer, bass 
fiddle and pianist. For the earlier 





portion of show, three brass instru- | 
mentalists are added, with the pi- | 


ianist doubling as conductor and his 
place at the ivories filled by another 
extra musician, 

Troy Brown, pudgy comic, teams 
éeffectively--with Baron Lee, ex-band 
leader, who sings and_ softshoes. 


go over nicely. Lee sings ‘Blue 
Skies’ to heavy returns and clicks 
with his agile stepping. 

Donald O’Connor, aided by brother 





novelty dance. He makes the act 
|although his brother vies’ well 
enough in some clowning and unison 
taps. 

| Paul Robinson, Spanish virtuoso, 
is doing a solo harmonica act where 
a couple of years ago he headed 


work as a single is more effective 
than when he had his octet. High- 
|light is his playing a harmonica 
| while smoking and drinking out of 
|a glass via straw. Another bright 
| spot is his solo with some eight dif- 
| ferent-sized instruments in rapid 
| succession. Well-groomed musician, 
act is brief enough to get maximum 
'results in cafe or theatre work. He 
and the O’Connors are the lone white 
'acts on the bill. 

Paul, Slim and Eddie click nicely 
| with their dancing and comedy. 
| Grabbed big returns. They're suited 
|for stage shows or band presenta- 
| tions. 

Ropes up for last show Friday (4). 

Wear. 


-- BELLE BAKER TO FRISCO 


Belle Baker is set for the Bal 
Tabarin, San Franciso, Aug. 26. 
She plays Hamid’s Million Dollar 





Their big applause came! 


Tony Pastor’s orch in ballroom and} 


20TH CENTURY, BUFF. 


Willie Howard remains very much | 


without this veteran comic is some- | 
With Howard | 


Sylvia Froos is allotted the war- | 
the presentation, | 


the Wrist’ and bowing out with ‘Set | 


tuming seems underdone and produc- | 


Duo has a number of gags that are | 


Robinson’s Harmonica Champs. His | 


STRAND, N. Y. 


Cab Calloway and Orchestra (15) 
with Chu Berry and Cozy Cole, Avis 
Andrews, Moke and Poke, Otto 
Eason, 12 Dizzy Feet; ‘Manpower’ 
(WB) reviewed in this issue of 
VARIETY, 











His hi-de-ho-ness of jive is out-of- 
this-worlding at the Broadway 
Strand. Cab Calloway, the sepia 
'sultan of scat and king of killer- 
dillering, is a slight wow at this 
| house, drawing out the kiddies in no 
;small numbers. Combined with 
\‘Manpower’ (Robinson-Districh- 
Raft) on the screen, it’s a b.o. combo 
that should keep Zeb Epstin, et al. 
at this house running to the bank 
with the extra dividends.  Inci- 
dentally, whoever staged the Cal- 
loway rostrum cocktail (presumably 
the new entrepreneur, Leo Morgan) 
should have his option lifted. 
| It’s a well-paced, skillfully blended 
|assortment of’ Harlemania, basically 
to Calloway’s credit, particularly on 
its innate showmanship in giving all 
components fullest  calciuming, 
There’s no. spotlight-hogging with 
this jazzbeau. When the supporting 
specialists are called on for their 
chores, he gives himself a blackout 
and lets everything scintillate on its 
own. Calloway’s consideration in 
that respect, and as a sample of pres- 
entation showmanship, might be 
worthy of an 0.0. by many of his 
ofay confreres. 

‘Minnie the Moocher’ appropriately 
enough opens the jazzique. His 
team of 15 (six brass, five reeds and 
|four rhythm), with the peripatetic 
Calloway a tireless personality at the 
|helm, never goes into blatant jam- 
| session. If anything, perhaps in con- 
| trast to the white man’s 52d street 
| habit of getting ‘dirty,’ Cab does the 
| reverse. ‘Peaceful in the Country’ 
| sets that theme as the No. 2 offering 
jand ‘Hut Sut’ heats it up, but 
| melodically. 

Example of good show-pacing is 
| that Calloway establishes himself 
solidly before parading the dessert. 
| He’s not only the hors d’ouvres but 
| the main dish; the rest are extras, 
and the blend is a full-course din- 





| Thus he introduces Otto Eason 
| (New Acts), a novelty dancer on 
|roller skates. ‘Geechy Joe’ is Cal- 
| loway’s sequel to ‘Smokey Joe,’ sired 
| by ‘Minnie the Moocher’ while kick- 
|ing the gong around. Thence ‘Daddy’ 
| before Avis Andrews comes on for 
| her vocal specialty. Miss Andrews is 
a polite prima—perhaps a shade too 
polite—with an as-you-like-it voice. 
‘Everything Happens to Me’ and 
‘Garden in the Rain’ are her 
burthens, the latter a bit better. 
They liked her here, however, 
| despite a sometimes shrill soprano. 

‘Au Reet’ is a new Harlemesque 
| hot dish, again in sartorial display 
| by Calloway, this time sporting a 
| white dinner coat. Calloway was 
|}always the one for an extensive 
| wardrobe, but at the Strand he re- 
| strains himself to but three changes. 
| It's here that the 12 Dizzy Feet, 
}yclept an ec'-lly -‘'ded sextet of 
| boys and girls, come on for con- 
| certed stepping. For one thing, the 
| three girls are all almost paleface 
‘and very personable; ditto the 
|Harlem blades, “-» “--t on ‘sight’ 
values they’re exceptionally appeal- 
ing. They support that basically 
good impression by expert legmania 
and neat costuming, both in ‘Au Reet’ 
ard in the Cuban finele to ‘Chili Con 
Conga.’ 

In between, however, Cozy Cole, 
that gum-chewing alumnus of Stuff 
Smith and the Onyx Club, easily the 
| Krupa carbon copy, whams ’em with 
his ‘Rhapsody in Drums’ specialty; 
while ace saxist Chu Berry through- 
out the proceedings has his reed 
riding in high. - 
| Moke and Poke are saved for the 
next-to-shut and they, in the tradi- 
tion of Buck and Bubbles, Stump and 
Stumpy and others of that brand of 
billing (as Calloway heralds it) go 
in for comedy break-a-legmania that 


brought only a ripple, even after| J@ck, = from pictures. : The whole | tied it up. Esperie'ly ic that lindy- 
Their ‘Around ptnAy “renee creel pla heen talon a Te SANE SES SOS TR a. ite Moke 
|Howe, who emceed. lignan F _ cana i ete at Bi | MOMs Serriae Bewur afi. chey cavort 
Fan dancer had sufficient buildup] ‘S™all Fry,’ song he used in a Bing | jn the traditional Savoy Ballroom 
interpretations of from Howe. She entered wearing | Crosby feature; then dashes off a manner. J 


| Rostrum portion runs a snappy 
44 minutes and whether or not kept 
down for July 4 turnover purposes 
the opening day, that’s the ideal 
time-limit. It packs plenty of enter- 
tainment. With the Independence 
Day downpour, biz was terrif, of 
course, but shoutd keep up in view 
of the combo show’s quality. Abel. 





STEEL PIER, A. C. 


(MUSIC HALL) 

Atlantic City, July 6. 
Dinah Shore, Four Inkspots, Three 
Sailors, The Juvelys (2), Frank and 
| Jean Hubert, Goodrich and Nelson, 
| Gae Foster Ballet (18). Ben Yost 
| Singers (8), Dick Dana, Pinkie Lee, 
| Bobby Morris, Music Hall Orch (10) 3 

| ‘The Flame of New Orleans’ (U). 
This is an unusually big show, rune 
ning about 85 minutes, with plenty 
|of excellent talent well presented and 
|similarly received. When caught 
|Sunday afternoon (6), the close of 
the biggest~ weekend for several 
| years, it was necessary to take off 
| feature film, ‘The Flome of New Or- 





Jack McCoy got good hand with| Pier, Atlantic City, Aug. 10, and | leans,’ in order to put on more vaude 


‘imitations of vounegsters at their first 


then heads west. 


(Continued on pore 55) 
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Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 
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Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (9) 

Will Bradley Ore 

Danny Kaye 

Jane Froman 

Virginia Austin 

CHICAGO 

Chicago (11) 

Rochester 

Dick Stabile Ore 

Gracie Barrie 

Walton & O'Rourke 





Ruby Ring 


MIAMI 


Olympia (9-12) 
George Prentice 
Gloria Blake 
Caryl & King 
Stone & Lee 
Barr & Estes 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Orpheum (11) 
Paul Whiteman Orc 
Tack Gilford 


Robinson 2 








Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (11) 

Cab Calloway Orc 
Avis Andrews 
Cotton Club Boys 
Moke & Poke 
Otto Eason 

ER 


SRIE 
Columbia (9-10) 
Ted Lewis Ore 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (11) 
Gene Krupa Ore 
Cass Daley 
Bobby May 
(4) 
Rochester 
Dick Stabile Ore 
Gracie Barrie 
Walton & O'Rourke 





Kitty Murray 
Ruby Ring 


PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (11) 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Billy DeWolfe 
3 Smart Gls 
4 


Gene Krupa Ore 
Andrews Sis 
Pat Henning Co 


WASHINGTON 
Earle (li) 
Roxyettes 
Wesson Bros 
Isabel Jewell 
Martins 
Roxyettes 


Gloria Grant 
Nellie Arnaut Co 
Gil Lamb Co 
Sibyl Bowan 








Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
State (10) 
Helen Reynolds Co 

Berry Bros 

Ella Logan 
Senor Wences 
Georges & Jalna 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (10) 
Rhythm Rockets 
Bert Wheeler 
Betty Lou 
Helene Denizon 
Ann Lester 





Independent 








NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (10) 
Hermanos Williams 

Gleria Gilbert 
Briants 
June Forrest 
Earl Wrightson 
Hilda Eckler 
Jerome Andrews 
Rockettes 
Corpe de Ballet 
Glee Club 
Erno Rapee Symph 
(11) 


xy 
Major Bowes Co 
AKRON 
Palace (11-14) 
Andrews Sis 
Joe Venuti Orc 
Pat Henning Co 
Carol King 
ATILANTIC CITY 
Hamid’s Pier (13) 
Gray Gordon Ore 
Molly Picon 
Mardo & Kay 
A & M Havel 
Eddy Jack Co 
3 Novack Sis 
(12-13) 
Harry Richman 
Steel Pier (11) 
Simone Simon 
Ruthie Barnes 
Honey Fam 
Bill Bailey 
Gae Foster Gls 
Benny Goodman O 
Frankie Maeters Orc 
West & McGinty 
Christiani Tr 
Sharkey 
Gautier Co 
Bobby Morris 
Richard Dana 
Pinky Lee 
Ryan & Benson 
Ben Yost Co 
BALTIMORE 
Royal (11) 
Louls Prima Ore 


Apus & Estrellita 
Burnham, Harris, § 
State (13-16) 
Sally, Jack & M 
Pat Ryan 
Bryant, Rains & Y 
(10-12) 
Leonard & Semon Co 
Rochelle & Beebe 
4 Macks 
CAMDEN 
Towers (12-13) 
Ray & Arthur 
Art Carney 
6 Vocalettes 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (11) 
Anthony Martin 
3 Waltons 
Francis Stevens 
(Two to fill) 
LONG ISLAND 
Jones Beach (12) 
Jans & Carrol 
Arnaut Bros 


Robins 3 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (15-17) 

Ray & Arthur 

4 Macks 

(Two to fill) 

(11-14) 


Mitchell Bros 
Morey & Eaton 
(Two to fill) 
WILLOW GROVE 
Willow Grove Park 
(13 only) 
Leonard & Semon Co 
Mitchell Bros 
Rochelle & Beebe 
Vox & Denning 
4 Macks 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Palace (15-17) 
Andrews Sis 
Joe Venuti Ore 
Pat Henning Co 
Carol King 
(11-14) 





Ted Lewis Ore 








Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 

Geo Morris Ore 
Pedrito Ore 
Julie Holt 

Bill Bertolotti’s 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Angelo Ore 
Frederica 
Peggy Ellis 
Edith Lambert 
Dorothy Allen 
Ginger Lane 

Bill’s Gay 90's 
Charles Strickland 
Lulu Bates 
Fred Bishop 
Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Bernie Grauer 

Cafe Pierre 


Bob Knight Ore 
Patricia Ellis 


Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 


Teddy Wilson Ore 
Eddie South Ore 
Linda Keene 

Hazel Scott 
Ammons & Johnson 
Jack Gilford 


James Copp, III 


Cafe Society 
(Village) 
Henry Allen Ore 
Kenneth Spencer 
Meade Lux Lewis 
Art Tatum 
Helena Horne 
Chateau Moderne 
Annette Guerlain 
Covert & Reed 
Lucile Jarrett 
Maurice Shaw Ore 
Gabriel 
Lou Spielman 
Claremont Inna 
Joe Ricardel Ore 
Club 18 


G Andrews Ore 
Peter Brent Ore 
Pat Harrington 
Jack White 
Roy Sedley 
Diana Fontaine 
Frankie Hyers 
Irene Barclay 
Cor.chita 

Anita Dillon 
Ann Paige 





Hazel McNulty 
Vince Curran 


Club Gaucho 


Don Avendano Ore 
Currito & Coral 
Luis Camache 
Jose Perez 

Rosa Riv 

Harriet Carr 
Renee 


Cora & Irene’s 
Joe Ellis Ore 
Ringo & Harris 
Betty Froos 
Marcella Clair 
Nick Leeds 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Dr Rockwell 
Mae Murray 
Nita Naldi 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
June Mann 
Della Lind 

Geo Fontana 
Lila Lee 

Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 

El Chico 


Don Alberto Ore 
Juan Martinez 
Gloria Belmonte 
Antonita 

Maria Lopez 
Charro Gil 3 
Famous Door 
Sylvan Green Orc 
Val Irving 

Olive Fay 

Dixie Roberts 
Gibsons 

Bea Kalmus 

3 Heat Waves 


Havana-Madrid 


Froilan Maya Ore 
Juanita Sanabria O 
Alberto Torres 
Ramon & Lacinda 
Belen Ortega 

Aida Rodriguez 
Fay Torres 

Arturo Cortes 
Delores DeLeon 


Hickory House 


Bill Turner Ore 
Mercedes 
Hotel Astor 
Tommy Dorsey Ore 
Ralph Rotgers Ore 
Connie Haines 
Pied Pipers 
Frank Sinatra 
Buddy Rich 
Ziggy Elman 
Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
Arthur Ravel Ore 
Joe Pafumy Ore 
Bea Perron 
Gwen Gary 
Eleanor Eberle 
John Hubert 


Hotel Biltmore 
Ray Heatherton O 
Judy Clark 

Rolly Rolls 
Pickert & Ross 


Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Bobby Parks Ore 
Imogen Carpenter 
Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Ore 


Hotel Essex House 

Johnny Messner O 
Hotel Lexington 

Ray Kinney Ore 

Meymo Holt 

Napua 

Leilani Taea 

Nani Todd 

Lehua Paulson 


Hotel Lincoln 
Harry James Ore 


Hotel McAipin 


Wendy Bishop 


Johnny Long Ore 

Helen Young 

Bob Houston 

Paul Harmon 

Belita 

Anne Haroldon 

Peter Killam 

Phil Hiser 

Jo Ann Dean 

Gene Berg 

Tice Ballet 

Hotel 
(Cocoanut Grove) 

Buddy Clarke Ore 

Alfonso Orc 

Jack Waldron 





| Elenore Wood 
| Hibbert, Byrd 
Winton & 
Bunny 
Ginger 
Wilson 


Co 
Diane 
Howard 
Dulo 
Lang 


Bobby Byrne Ore 

Dorothy Claire 

Stuart Wade 
Hotel Plaza 


Dick Gasparre Ore 
Chiquito Ore 


Howard Lally Ore 
Peggy Fears 

Hotel St. George 

(Brooklyn) 

Dave Martin Ore 
Dee Williams 
Yank Porter 
Dick Fulbright 
Bill Dillard 


Hotel St. Moritz 
Ford Harrison Ore 
Cass Franklin 
Lolo & Ramon 
Florence & Alvarez 
Betty Black 

Jaye Martin 

Hotel St. Regis 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Gus Martel Orc 
Hote? Taft 
Vincent Lopez Orc 











Ann Barrett 
Sonny Skyler 


Belmont Balladeers 


Arturo Arturos Ore 


Hotel New Yorker 


Park Central 


Hotel Pennsylvania 


Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 


Xavier Cugat Orc 
Miguelito Valdes 
Lina Romay 
Frakson 


Evelyn Tyner 

H Williams, 8 
Hurricane 
Dick Satterfield Orc 
Chiquito Ore 
Kareen Cooper 
Billy Vine 
Honeychile Wilder 
April Ames 


Iceland Restaurant 
Ted Eddy Ore 

4 Co-Eds 

Jack Lane Co 
Nola Day 

Danny White 
Collette & Deane 
Robbins Bros & M 


Kelly’s Stable 


Hot Lips Page Orc 
Billie Holiday 





LOS ANGELES 


Bar of Music 
Bill Jordan 


| George Kent 


Ann Harriett 
Tony Sharrabba 
Dick Winslow Ore 


Biltmore Bowl 


Ruth Daye 
Jimmy Castle 
Royal Guards 
Dorothy Brandos 
Armand & Lita 

3 Dee's 

Chuck Foster Ore 


Casa Manana 


Miller Bros & Lots 
Jimmie Lunceford O 


Cocoanut Grove 


Mary Parker 

Billy Daniel 

Jimmy Brierly 
Mitchell Leisen Rev 
Freddie Martin Orc 


Earl Carroll 


Dr Rockwell 

B Minnevitch Co 
Helen O'Hara 
Think-D’k Hoffman 
Gene Shelton 
Barney Grant 
Dorothy Ford 
Buster Shaver 

6 Debonairs 

Beryl Wallace 
Reyes’ Rhumba Bd 
Bill Brady 

Manny Strand Ore 


Florentine Garden 


Lillian Tours 
Anniversary 
Joe Kirk 

Jerry Kruger 





Bob Murphy 
‘It’ Cafe 
Dave Forrester Oro 
Macambo Cafe 


Edwardo Aguilar O 

Phil Ohman’s Ore 
Palladiam 

Abe Lyman Ore 
Paris Inn 

Kenny Henryson 

Marg’rite & M'rtinez 

Henry Monet 

Chief Eagle Feather 

Patsy Brittain 

Herman Lopez 


|Fred & Jerry 


Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry Ore 


Pirates Den 
Art Wenzel 
Henry Grant 
Gaby La Fitte 
Shadrack Boys 
Marjorie Raymond 
Chet Recerd 
Nick Cochran Ore 
Rhumboogie 


Four Tones 

3 Chocolateers 
Lovey Lane 

Lois Galloway 

Cee Pee Johnson O 


Scheherazade Cafe 


Richard Smart 
Yascha Borowski 
Russian Gypsy Ore 


Seven Seas 


Lilia Kipikona 
Sybil Thomas 
Benny Kaha 


Paul Sydell 
Evelyn Farney 
Eduard & Diane 
Pan-Am Dance 
Don Pedro Or 
Milo Perez E 


606 Club 


Marion Kingsley 
Cleopatra 

June March 
Diane Rowland 
Jean Mode 
Sparklet Gls 
Nannette Carmen 
Jimmy Ray 
Carrie Finnell 


Club Ball 


Ramoni Rhumba Bd 
Alan Fielding Ore 
Bali-lovelies 
Vivvinia Ramos 
Nino & Lenora 
Elisse 

Roy Sedley 


Ben Franklin 


Ralph Eastwood 
Leo Zollo Ore 
Leonora Sola 
Castaine & Barrie 
Nirma Cordova 


Birmingham Inn 
(Pemberton, N. J.) 


Birmingham Ore 
Jean & R Carney 
Ford Mason 

Jerry Gordon 
Gallagher & Rush 
Ralph Brown 
Rekoma & Loretta 
Joe Gordon 








EEE 
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Billy Daniels 

Stuff Smith 

King Cole Trio 
“La Conga 
Zack Harris Ore 
Noro Morales Orc 
Beatrice & Capella 
Jay & Lou Seiler 
Lazara & Castell’os 
Delle Norella 


La Martinique 
(West End, N. J.) 
Eddie Oliver Orc 
Herbert Curbello O 
Georgie Tapps 
Adrienne 
Le Coq Rouge ? 
Jos Smith Orc 
Bela Bizony 
Rudi Timfield 


Leon & Eddie’s 


Lou Martin Ore 
Nerida Orc 
Eddie Davis 
Jerry Blanchard 
Dance Players 
Clay Bryson 
Barbara Perry 
Sherry Britton 
Shirley Lloyd 
Place Elegante 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Bill Farrell 
Vincent DeCosta 
Art Tubertini 
Queen Mary 
Roy Stewart Orc 
Caroline Night 
Kimi Toye 
Ginger Wayne 
Rainbow Grill 


Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburns 

Rainbow Room 
Barry Winton Orc 
Sigrid Lassen 
Clemente Ore 
Mayla 
Russell Swann 
Aaron & Glancz 
Julian & Marjori 


Riviera 
(Ft. Lee, N. J.) 
Pancho Orc 
Fausto Curbello O 
Helen Kane 
Gower & Jeanne 
Whitson Bros 
Everett Marshall 
Ches Hale Gls 
Edith Roark’s Club 
Joe White Orc 
Henry Marko 
Helen Fox 
Ruth Gallagher 
Russell Hird 
Tex Gentry 
Pat Bonnett 
Edith Roark 
Ross Fenton Farm 
(Asbury Pk, N. J.) 
M Bergere Orc 
Columbus & Carroll 
Carole & Sherod 
Sally Gay 
Ruban Bleu 
Edwin Matthews 
Vera Sanoff 


Russian Kretchma 
Nicolas Matthey O 
Peter Nemiroff Ore 
Olga Ivanova 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 


Paul Haakon Adia Kuznetzofft 

Maxine Kisor ee erat 
B Michel Michon 
otel Savoy-Plaza | Mishi Uzdanoff 


Arjsiak Arafelova 


Spivy’s Roof 
Spivy 
Haywood & Allen 
Eddie Mayehoff 
Betty Bryant 


Stork Club 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Ray Benson Ore 
Emile Hensel 


Versailles 

N Brandwynne Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Adelaide Moffett 


Village Barn 
Gene Austin Ore 
Sherrill Sis 

Zeb Carver 

Bud Sweeney 

Don & Ruth Lane 
Pappy Below 
Roberta Welch 














Fred Scott 

Don Eddy 

Sugar Geise 

David Marshall Orc 
Charlie Foy'’s Club 
Charlie Foy 
Leonard Sues 

Jerry Lester 
Lorraine Elliott 
Red Stanley Ore 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Mary Healy 

Neville Fleeson 
Peter Lind Hayes O 
Carlyle 

Grace Hayes 


Sylvia Fielding 
Mavis Mims 
Inecita 

House of Murphy 
Frankie Gallagher 
Hal Chanslor Orc 
Raftone Sis & Gay 
Jean Meunier 
Gordon Bishop 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Reom) 


Val Oman Orc 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Jimmy Joy Orc 
Betty Burns 
Maurice & Maryea 
Tune Tessers 
Hadley Gls 
Art London 
(Tavern Room) 
Dave Pritchard Ore 
Blackhawk 
Art Jarrett Ore 
Chris Cross 
Robinson Twins 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinesq@ Km.) 
Eddie White Orc 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
3 Niblics 
Peegy Lester 
Lois LaChance 
Bob Billings 
Broadmont 
Wally Rand 
LaVerne Dane 
Betty Coeds 
Anita Page 
June Darling 
Gwen Baucher 
Charlotte Buckley 
Saily Barr 
Herb Rudolphs Ore 
Brown Derby 
Harriet Norris 
Cecelia Blair 
Romona Hughes 
Pat Lordier 
Joe Franks 
Savage Trio 
Edith Mitchell 
Marsha Deland 
Joan O'Shea 
Mary Grant 
Ethel Brown 
Mickey Dunn 
Advocates 
Sammy Frisco Ore 
Capitol Lounge 
4 Mills Bros 
Maurice Rocco 
Louis Jordan Ore 
Chez Paree 
Milton Berle 
Jansleys 
Raquel & Tarriba 
Ben Yost Singers 
Boyd Raeburn Ore 
Bobby Ramos Ore 
Evans Gls 
Colosimos 
Frank Quatrell Ore 
Gale 6 
Renee Villon 
Rose Perfect 
Yvette Dare 
Bobby Danders 


Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
(Peacock Rm) 
Joe Vera 
Del Shore 
Eddie Danders Ore 
Drake Hotel 


Camillia House) 
Bob Grant Orc 
Hildegarde 


Edgewater Beach 





Hotel 


Mary Reilly b 





es Se 


Puanani Mathews 
Miki Wiki 

Charlie Openui 
Bobby Mathews 
Johnie Bright Ore 


Slapsy Maxies 
Ben Blue 
Cully Richards 
Sid Tomick 
Reis Bros 
Benny Lessy 
Patti Moore 
Sam Lewis 
Pat Shaw 
Joe Oakie 
Al Bard Ore 


Somerset House 
Harry Ringland 
Lou Sailee 

Swanne Inn 
Slim & Slam 
Charlie Evans 

Trianon 
Ella Fitzgerald Ore 


CHICAGO 


(Beach Walk) 


tuss Morgan Ore 
Phyliss Lynn 
Martelils 

Mignon 

Walter Donohue 
Nighthawks 
Dorben Gls 

Herb Foote 


885 Club 
Rogers & Morris 
Jerry Bergen 
Joan Hope 
faul & Rose Marie 
Julio Garcia Ore 

Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Ding Bell Orc 
Thelma Mitchell 

Hi Hat 
Fifi D’Orsay 
Emile Boreo 
Doris DuPont 
Andree Andrea 
Lonette Sis 
Virg Vaughan 
J Manzaneres Ore 
Younger 
Eddie Fens Ore 

Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 
Al Trace Ore 
Holly Swanson 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Helen Sumner 

L’Aigion 
Spiros Stamos Ore 
Fifi de Villerie 
Gwendolyn Veausell 
Edna Sellers 
Isobel de Marco 

Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 
Manfred Gotthelf 


Gls 


New Yorker 
Ruth 
McKays 
Ray English 
Payne & Gilbert 
Ada Lynne 
Mary Camp 
Kretiow Gls 
Arne Barnett Oro 
Al Milton Ore 

Old Heidelberg 
Sally Sharratt 
Heidelberg Ens 
Louie & Weasel 
Hans Menzer 

Palmer House 

(Empire Room) 
Skinnay Ennis Ore 
Rosario & Antonio 
Carios Ramirez 
3 Pitchmen 
Johnny Mack 
Inez Gonan 
Carmine Calhoun 
Pedro DeLeon Orc 
Abbott Dancers 

Sherman Hotel 

(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 


(Panther Reom) 


Jimmy Dorsey Orc 
Byton Gls 
Carl Marx 


Craven 


Rhumba Casino 





Tito Guizar 
Eddie LaBaron Orc 


Cadillac Tavern 


Harry Dobbs Orc 
Cadillac Caperettes 
Sally Osborne 
Dimas & Anita 

2 Dukes & Duchess 
Lucille Rand 
Henrique & Adri’ne 


Carroll's 
Charlie Gainest Orc 
Dixie Sullivan 
Jean Wade 
Al Farr 
Harry Rose 
Jean Lee 
Carrollettes 
Jack Shaw 
Wilma 


Cedarw’d Log Cabin 
(Malaga, N. J.) 

Ray O’ Day 

Cynthia Evans 

Dorothy Lawrence 

Jean Graham 

Annie Gustie 

Carole Dale 

Patricia Lawrence 

Frances Williams 


Johnny Parrish 
Chiquita 


Vivian Vance 
Pat Shevlin Ure 
1523 Locust 
Marian Proctor 
Evelyn Bradley 
Pola Montoya 
Elaine Black 


Helen Heath 


Hopkins’ Rathskeller 


Jimmy Venuti Ore 
Frank Lester 


Little Rathskeller 

Bob & Betty 

Marian Powers 

Sally Keith 

De Lloyd McKay 

Jackie Hill 

Leon Fields 

Victor Hugo’s Ore 
Manoa Inn 

Gene Tobin 


Alpine Village 
4 Sydneys 
Blondell Twins 
Gregory & Raymond 
Bob Copfer 
Carl Mueller 
Otto Thurn Ore 


Fl Dumpo 


Bob Manners Ore 

Sammy Lipman 

Antoinettes 
Freddie’s Cafe 


Gayle Parker 
Ray Rogers 
Harriet Grant 
Paul & Thelma 





Billy Carr Villa Moderne 
Sess Seat Bob Strong Ore 
Ceil von Dell Villa Venice 


PHILADELPHIA 


Embassy Showboat 
Susan Lang Lewis & Cherie 
Allida & Chico Ginger Harris 


Carlos Keyes Ore Harry O'Friel 
Evergreen Casino | Pilly Hamilton 
"hj i Harry Taylor 
Ann Whitney Bob Wocl 
Jeri Withee ob ock 
Beth Challis Silver Fleet Inn 
Nitza & Ravell 


Bubbles Shelby Jay Owens 

Rose Feeney Geo Reed 

Kay Lavery Eden Twins 
King’s Swing Ore | Alice Lucey 

(H Walton Roof) Frank Hessel Ore 
Glamour Gls Stamp's 


Earle & J Leach 7 Cappy Barra Boys 
Mary Sawyer Jack Griffin 
Adrienne Maury Sis 
Vera Neva Stamp Trio 
Michael Sandina Joyettes 
Rose Gallo Geo Marchetti Ore 
Lou Morrison ° " 
Neil Fontaine 20th Century 
Chico & Chiquita Mike Pedecin 

Jam Session Men of Rhythm 

: . Kenny Shaffer Trio 

Geo Verrechia , 
Mickey Hduse Ww eber’s Hof Brau 
Billy Kretchmer Camden 


Rose Jovinelli Regina 
Joe Compo Syd Golden 
Eustes Sis Pumphandle Trio 
Young Sis (3) B Wells & 4 Fays 
Myra_ Lee Al Goldecker i 
Bonnie Waters Bob King 
Mildred Kaye Harry Roch 
Agnes Barry Jack Smith 

Lido Venice Signor Carmino 


Jerry Marcelle Raths'r Eldoradians 
Wally Vernon Dave Pierson 
Darlene Wilson’s 
Elaine Ellis Toe Hough | 

Marge & Carr » Ae Sie age 5 a 
Danay Versee Ore Roberts & Lorraine 


CLEVELAND 


Millie Wayne 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 8 


Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 


Del Courtney Ore 


Rosita Ortega 
Poggi & Igor 
Tana 

Vanessa & Sandino 
Jacqueline Mignac 
Ted Adair 
Buzzonnie 

Rinaldi 

Aurette Sis 





Dot Garcy 

Judy Lane 

Wade & Wade 

Casimiere Gls 

Dot Garcey 

Edythe Sallade 

Frank Cuneo Ore 

Nancy Newell 
Minstrel Tavern 


Marino & De Voll 
Tony Callazo 
Ed McGoldrick, Jr. 
Margie Rose March 
Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Ed McGoldrick, Sr 
Helen Marriott 
Neil Dieghan’s 
Leonard Cooks 
Lee Jaxon 
Chadwicks 
Rush & Gallagher 
Havenaires (4) 
Ray Hottinger Ore 
Tom Osborne 
Old Falls Tavern 
Dewey Ray 
Billy Hayes’ Oreo 
Frankie Richardson 
Paulette Powers 
Jean Bernhardt 
Open Door Cafe 
Helen Wilson 
Warren Phillips 
Sunny Ray 
Don & Doresse 
| Irving Braslow Ore 
Park Casino 
Tommy Monroe 
Idols of Rhythm 
Peacock Gardens 
(King-of-Prussia, 
Pa.) 
Sid Long 
Gil Fitch Ore 
Margie George 
Artie Singer 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 
Cecil Golly Ore 
Marete Kelly 
Gene Hyman 
Jimmy Engler 
Hal Fifer 
Red Hill Inn 
(Pennsauken, N. J.) 
Naki & Saki 
Frank Murtha 
Pepper Garat 
Warren Phillips 
Murray Ann 
Roman Grille 
Jerry Gordon 
Carmen 
Martin Lee 
Rol Parker Ore 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 


Loumelle-Morg'n (3) 


Hammond Sis 
Edith Brown 


Phil Fletcher 
Rae & Dale 
Chic Lauler 
Max Levin 
Joe Lenny 
Harry Small 
Joe Scotty 


Silver Lake Inn 


Margie Drummond 


Pen Bannerman 
Jules Flacco’s Ore 
Marion 

Prince Salandia 


Jess Altmiller 
Sallv Anne 
Omar 

2 Lucky Bucks 
Geo Baquet Ore 


Yacht Club 
Gloria Mann 
Ed Gavin 
Audrey Joyce 
Pen Raymond 
Mary Navis 





Gourmet Club 
Eddie Robinson Orc 
Hotel Allerton 
Joe Baldi Ore 
Hotel Carter 

Thixton Sprenger 
Ambassadors. Ore 

Hotel Cleveland 
George Duffy Ore 
Hote! Fenway Hall 
Johnny Cowgill 
Grant Wilson 


Hotel Hollenden 


Bob Ripa 

Sloan & Gary 
Sorelli 

Sammy Watkins O 


Hotel Statler 
Jules Duke Orc 
La Conga Club 
Ramon Arias Ore 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
Jaun Florer 


Bock-Cadiliac Hotei 
(Book Casino) 
Loren Parsons 
Sanford Mandel 
Barry Wilkinson 
(Motor Bar) 
Vic Abbs 
Bowery 
Gypsy Rose Lee 
3 Rio Bros 
Antonio de Cordoba 


j Paddy Clift 


Arden Dance 
Johnny King 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh Ore 


Casanova 


Glamour Gls (6) 
Bernie Green 
Bob Rivers 
Virginia Rivers 
Lee Walter Orc 
Club Congo 
Betty St Claire 
Gladys Madden 
Alice Lyons 
3 Buds 
Snowball & John@y 
3 Aristocrats 
6 Reedettes 
King Perry Ore 
Corktown Tavern 
Billy Meagher 
Dolly Stirling 
Beth Farrell 
Ellen Kaye 
Joe E Kerns 
Cole & Corte 
6 Vesters 
Les Arquette Ore 


Hund's 


3 Old Timers 
Manuel Lopez 
London Chop House 
Tonia Valenti 

Chet Everhart 
Frank Whitman O 


Club Mar-Jo 
Paul Regan 
June Carson 
Dancing Dietrichs 
Merritt Lamb Orc 
Morocco 
‘Gay Nineties’ 
Buddy Duray 
Joe Foder Ore 
Madelon Baker 
Nebiolo’s 
Beth Farrell 
O'Donnel & Loyce 
Dick Worthington 
Estrallita 
Leonard See) Ore 
Northwood Inn 
Anita Jacobi 


Rev 


Beachcomber 
Harry Morrissey 
Sandro D’Arnez Ore 
Judy Ellington 
Van Gronas 
Stanley Fisher 
6 Beachies 
Buster Keim Rev 
Blinstrub’s 
Rohde Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
Allen Brown 
May Singer ; 
Claire & Senna Sis 
Casa Manana 
Al Tory Ore 
David Ballentine 
Faye Thomas 
Virginia Melford 3 
Casa Manana Gis 
Club Mayfair 
tanny Weeks Ore 
Bernie Bennett O 
George Libby Rev 
Masters & Rollins 
Shirley & Olsen 
Jimmy Leeds 
June Wieting 
Club Vanity 


Kai Nira Ore 
Stella Ray 
Fay Moore 
Anne Sweet 


Karl 


Fair 


Cocoanut Grove 


Mickey Alpert Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
Valtly Wanger Rev 
Billy Paine 
Marianne Francis 
Mata & Hari 


Amapola Lopez 
Rose Morand 
Hassan, 2d 
(Melody Lounge) 
Marjorie Garretson 
Herb Lewis 


Crawford House 
Ray Collins Ore 
Miriam Johnson 
Crawfordettes 
Carole Hall 
Bill Mahoney 
Gypsy Nina 
Ralph James 


Anchorage 
Hugh Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 
Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Orc 
Balconades 


John Fontaine Ore 


Bill Green's 
Don Bestor Orc 
Penny Lee 
Jerry Scott 


Boog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 
Buddy Blaine 
Tubby Miller 
Reggie Dvorak 
Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Betty Smiley 
Sidney & Ames 
Bernard 

Cork and Bottle 
Lloyd Fox 

Eddie Peyton's 
Marty Gregor Orc 
Marion Muller 


El Chico 


Frank Andrini 
Virginia Ramos 
Talavera Tr 


Orc 


Boogie-Woogie Club | 


Pearl de Lucca 
Monaco’s Cafe 

Jimmy Haris Ore 
Regal Ciub 

Ducky Malvin Ore 
3700 Club 

Art West 

Ruth Farrantz 

Pat Jordan 

Don Walsh Ore 





DETROIT 


Woods & Bray 

Harry Schilling 

Roshee & Lee 

Ray Carlin Ore 
Olde Wayne Club 

Melody Ambass'dorg 


Bernice Bishop 
Hoffman Bros 
Palm Beach 
Morris & Morris 
Margie Vail 
Kay Windsor 
Dave Barnum 
Ramon & Louise 
Don Pablo Ore 


Huck’'s Redford Ing 
Mac McGraw Ore 
Club Royale 

Jean Travers 
Lime Trio 
Manning & White 
Dorese Midgely 
Pamela Britton 
Don McGrane Ore 


Statler Hotel 


Sande Williams Ore 
Maxine Tappan 
San Diego 
George Presnell 
Al Alexander Ore 
Udell & Daye 
Burns Bros 
Dolly Dawn 
Marya & Martyn 
The Tropics 
Betty Blair 
Jean Field 
Linda Bruce 
The Friars (3) 
Vincent Bragale Ore 
Verne’s 
Miller & Millard 
Dottie Jean 
Jack Buchanan 
Jenette Bennett 
Alto Fryer Ore 


Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cub Room) 
Herman Fine 


Wonder Bar 
Consuella 
Hy Baron Ore 
Castrillos Ore 


509 Club 


Dale Rhodes 
Di Giovanni 
Margo Good 
Good & Goody 
Verne Wilcox 
John & Jessie 
Olga Ray 


Horn 





Horace Houck Ore 


BOSTON 


tox & Hounds 


Milton George Ore 
Hi-Hat 

Pete Herman Ore 

Lucille Grey 


Frank Petty 
Hotel Bradford 
(Circus Room) 
Fiorence Hallman 
Runkie & Lambert 
Hotel Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Room) 
Stuart Frazier Ore 
Hotel Essex 
Ernest Murray 
Billy Kellv 
Jack Manning 
Al Lewis 
Victor Donato 
Adele Corev 
Rita Henderson 
Anne Gould 
Rosemary Starr 
Hotel Gardner 
Burt Shaw 
Evalyn Harvey 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Sky Garden) 
Don Dudley Ore 
Hotel Statler 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
Hotel Westminster 
(Roof Garden) 
Jimmy McHale Ore 
Harry Drake Rev 
Roof Garden Gls 
Alice O'Leary 
Eddie O L Roberts 
Jack & Lorraine 
Hotel Ritz Carleton 
(Ritz Roof) 
Count Basie Orc 
Hazel Scott 
International Casine 
Henri Jobert Orc 
The Cave 
talph Porras Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Doris Abbott 


Ore 





! 


| Horry 


Lawrence & B Cook 
Brett & Young 


PITTSBURGH 


Mitchell 
Wheatley 
Walton 


Johnny 
Jessica 


|} Irma Guthrell 


| 





Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Orc 








Glover & LaMae 
Doraine & Ellis 


Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
Stan Rucker 4 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
Bess Saunders 
Ida lola 
Everett Haydn 
Betty Donahoe 
Al Devin 
Evergreen Gardens 
Revelers 
Sam Sweet 
Alice Sone 
Zelda 
Wicked Willies 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Johnny Kaaihue 
Royal Hawiians 
Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 
Rita Seaman 
Buzz Mayer 
Jack Calhoun 
Hotel Wm Penn 
(Continental Bur) 
Wanda 
Escorts 


(Continued on page 52) 











Nm ot RE 





ae 


PR mt he a 








Wednesday, July 9, 1941 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 49 





Sam Harris’ Rise, a Chronicle Of 
Success, Recalled by His Death 


By JACK PULASKI 


Sam H. Harris’ death last week 
brought deep sorrow along Broad- 
way. A prince of showmen, a lad 
from the lower East Side of New 
York, who rose to the purple of the- 
atricals, had passed at 69. 

It was known that Harris was 
desperately ill. About a week be- 
fore he died, Gecrge M. Cohan, his 
former managerial partner and life- 
long friend, visited the ailing man. 
Harris was then mentally alert and 
they chatted for an hour. He stead- 
ily grew weaker each day there- 
after, expiring shortly after dawn 
Wednesday (8) in his apartment at 
the Ritz Tower. 

When he was operated on at West 
Palm Beach early in March, inside 
reports were discouraging. Dr. Ro- 
land I. Grausman went to Florida to 
excise Harris’ appendix, but when 
the incision was made a growth was 
disclosed. He apparently recovered 
from the operation after rest- 
ang in his newly built home at the 
resort, came north in May. Later it 
was virtually certain that Harris was 
a cancer victim. Such mention was 
studiously avoided and, even when 
news of his death was revealed, 
cause of demise was reported to be 
pneumonia. 

Three weeks before his death Har- 
ris visited Belmont track on the 
closing day of the spring meeting, 
racing being his favorite diversion. 
The showman was drawn there by 
the appearance of Whirlaway and he 
saw that wonder horse victorious. 
That was the last time he was seen 
in public. Showman looked wan and 
his complexion yellow. He had been 
told he had jaundice, the growth 
having reached the liver. 


Cohan & Harris 

Cohan and Harris did many things 
in pairs. After both were divorced 
early in their careers, they mar- 
ried sisters, the Nolans of Boston, 
who were on the stage and used the 
professional name of Merrill. They 
built mausoleums side by side in 
Woodlawn, where the second Mrs. 
Harris, who died in 1930, was buried. 
In 1939 Harris wed Kathleen Nolan, 
who had previously divorced the late 
Victor Watson, one-time editor of the 
New York American. She is the 
sister of George Brent and no rela- 
tion to the second Mrs. Harris. 

Harris was one of the wealthiest 
managers, but like some others was 
caught in the Wall Street collapse 


of 1929. He and the late Flo Zieg- 
feld are said to have dropped 
$1,800,000 each. However, register- 


ing one success after another, he 
climbed to financial security again. 
His percentage of show failures was 
smaili. 

Small Coterie of Authors 

In recent seasons the hits pre- 
sented by Harris were closely asso- 
ciated with a small coterie of au- 
thors, whom he encouraged to par- 
ticipate in the productions. Lead- 
ing in that group are George S. 
—— Moss Hart and Edna Fer- 

er, 

Kaufman collaborates with both 
Miss Ferber and Hart, and with the 
passing of Harris may assume the 
Harris toga. Kaufman is presently 
readying ‘Mr. Big,’ in which Harris 
was to have participated, while the 
latter’s first play next season was to 
have been a new Kaufman-Ferber 
play. Kaufman recently opened of- 





Harris’ Curtain, ‘Lady’ 


Last show produced by Sam H. 
Harris ‘was ‘Lady in the Dark,’ 
Alvin, N. Y., last winter. After 
the premiere, when it was 
definitely rated a solid smash, 
Harris remarked to Al Lewis: 
‘Nice show to go out on.’ 

Two days later he started his 
final trip to Florida. 








Ask Mors. Join 
New Legit Circuit 
Of Auditoriums 


San Antonio, July 8. 
San Antonio is being considered as 
one of the cities to be included in a 
proposed midwest and southern legit 
circuit, with headquarters in Chicago 


according to Jean Wildenstein, man- 
ager of the Municipal Auditorium 
here. Plans for the organization 
were outlined to Wildenstein in a 
letter from J. Charles Gilbert, man- 
aging director of the Civic theatre, 
Chicago. 

His letter, in part, stated: 

‘I am directing this inquiry to 
members of the Auditorium Man- 
agers Assn., in order to ascertain 
their reaction to the formation of a 
theatrical producing organization in 
Chicago to serve the midwest and 
south. For the first productions it 
is planned to offer musical comedy 
and operetta. Later we would 
branch out into the dramatic field. 
Occasionally, the organization would 
stage a new play prior to its New 
York opening.’ 

According to Gilbert, bookings in 
12 cities would be necessary to as- 
sure the formation of the circuit. He 
further stated that the Civic Opera 
House in Chicago had scenic equip- 
ment, costumes and stage properties 
to provide for more than 200 pro- 
ductions. 

On the heels of this letter an- 
other one was received here from 
Ralph D. Paonessa, of Hollywood, 
offering a performance of either 
‘The Desert Song’ or ‘Rose Marie’ 
with John Charles Thomas in the 
title roles. This, too, was to depend 








on the reaction of other members of | 


the Auditorium Managers Assn, 


‘LOST COLONY’ GETTING 





DEMOCRACY INJECTIONS 





Charlotte, N. C., July 8. 
‘The Lost Colony’ opened Thurs- 
day (3) at Manteo. Author Paul 
Green, in Manteo working with the 
cast, is giving it a few new lines. 
He is putting a greater emphasis on 


SIX CHARITIES BENEFIT 
IN SAM H. HARRIS’ WILL 


Will of Sam H. Harris, who died 
in New York last Thursday (3), was 
filed for probate Tuesday (8). Be- 
quests are made to six charitable 
organizations and provision is made 


for a number of relatives, with the 
residue to the widow, Kathleen No- 
lan Harris. Harris had no children. 

It was the evident wish of the 
showman that the executors carry 
on his interests in productions, the 
Music Box and Lyceum theatres. He 
is the principal owner of the former 
house along with Irving Berlin, who 
is given preference in absorbing the 
Harris share if he desires. If the 
theatres and shows are to be oper- 
ated by the executors, permission of 
the court must be obtained. 

In addition to the widow, the ex- 
ecutors are George M. Cohan, Berlin 
and Dennis F. O’Brien, latter being a 
close friend and attorney (O’Brien, 
Driscoll & Raftery). Though he 
built a new home in West Palm 
Beach, a codicil stipulates that his 
legal residence was New York. Will 
was made out just one year ago. 

Actors Fund, Jewish Theatrical 
Guild, Catholic Actors Guild, He- 
brew National Orphan House, Ro- 
man Catholic Orphan Asylum and 
Orphan’s Home Protestant Episcopal 
Church are bequeathed $2,500 each. 
Children of the late Pauline Kauf- 
man, a sister, are to receive $15,000 
each, similar amounts going to Ra- 
chel L. Jonas, sister, or her children, 
Millie Harris, sister-in-law, and Gus- 
sie Harris, sister. 


Lease Theatre 
In Springfield 


For One-Niters 


Springfield, Mass., July 8. 

E. M. Loew, of Boston, and of- 
ficials of the Springfield Playgoers 
League have come to an agreement 
for leasing of Court Square theatre 
here by the League for one-night 
legit stands through next fall and 
winter. Difficulties arising between 
the theatre management and 
League officials during the past sea- 
son had held up negotiations until 
a recent conference in Baston be- 
tween Loew, Daniel J. Maloney, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the League, and 
Alfred H. Chapin, a v.p. 

The Theatre Guild has offered the 
League its subscription series of six 
productions, and it is expected the 
League will make the deal in ad- 
dition to its own bookings. Maloney, 














it is reported, has been offered the 
job of handling the Guild’s subscrip- 
tion series throughout the Northwest. 

The League, according to Maloney, 


ber. Stars tentatively booked for | 
the season include Alfred Lunt and 
| Lynn Fontanne, Katharine Cornell, | 
| Maurice Evans, Helen Hayes, Al} 
Jolson, Ed Wynn and Flora Robson, | 
|in a series of touring companies of | 
| the topflight Broadway shows. 








| 


will open its season either the last | 
week in September or early in Octo- | 





fice quarters in the Lyceum theatre, 


which he, Harris, Marcus Heiman, 
Hart and Max Gordon own. 
Kaufman and Hart started their 


association with ‘Once In a Lifetime’ to the cast. The leading players, the 
big- | narrator and most of the singers are 
gest sock comedy was ‘You Can't! pack. 


and without doubt that duo’s 
Take It With You,’ both authors be- 
ing in on the managerial end in ad- 
dition to their royalties. ‘Can't’ won 
the Pulitzer prize. Other Harris 
shows which were Similarly rec- 
ognized were ‘Icebound,’ by Owen 
Davis, and ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ first 
musical comedy to get that award. 
Kaufman and Morrie Ryskind wrote 
the latter’s book, with the score by 
George and Ira Gershwin. Most re- 
cent Kaufman and Hart show was 
‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 
while Hart wrote the book of the 
sensationally successful ‘Lady in the 
Dark,’ Harris’ last production, which 
is laying off and due to relight Sept. 
1 at the Alvin. 
Plenty on the Ball 

Previously, however, Harris dem- 
onstrated his managerial sagacity by 
producing any number of hits au- 
thored by a long list of writers. 
Cohan well knew that Harris had 
plenty on the ball as a producer, and 


(Continued on page 50) 
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the new world as a land of oppor- | 


tunity and making even more direct} Hale Wins Point; Jolson 
the appeal to the free spirit of Eng- | 


lish speaking peoples. The changes To Be Examined Pre-Trial 
will not be noticeable to the casual | 
hearers, but there will be a trifle 
more democracy this year. 

The war has done little 


Al Jolson will be examined before} 


j trial July 11 in N. Y. supreme court 


with a $105,000 suit 


damage in connection 
George Hale. Jus- 


against him by 
tice Benjamin Schreiber ordered the} 
j}examination Saturday (5). | 
| 

| 


The July 3 opening, which in-| Hale, suing for breach of contract, 
augurated the fifth summer season, |alleges Jolson and he were part- 
was attended by a galaxy of nota-/|nered in the production of ‘Hold On| 
bles, writers and leaders from vari-|to Your Hats,’ with Jolson to receive 


$2,500 weekly, and to appear for the} 
ernors of three states—North Caro- run-of-the-play throughout the 1941) 
lina, Delaware and Maryland—were | theatrical season. It is alleged Jol-| 
among those attending, as well as|son closed the Broadway run Feb. | 
Representative Herbert Bonner, |6, 1941, claiming illness. Hale as- 


Australian Ambassador Richard G./|Serts pictures he had made of Jol- 
in Florida subsequent to the 
Hamilton Fish, Jr., and Ben Prince, | closing, show the actor at race- 
chairman of the State Highway |tracks and in good health. 

Commission. A contingent from Fort 
Bragg was headed by Gen. Jacob I. 


Devers. 
A new Gilbert & Sullivan Opera 


Newspapermen and writers at- ded 
tending included Mr. and Mrs. Jona- |C® opens July 14 at the Paper Mill 
|Playhouse, New Jersey, with ‘Pina- 


than Daniels and Frank Semthurst, | d : ; 
of the Raleigh News and Observer; |fore’ and ‘Trial by Jury’ scheduled. 
Ralph Pool of the Norfolk Virginian |COmpany is aiming at legitimate and 
Pilot; Charles Day of the Norfolk | vaudeville markets. Charles N. 
Ledger-Dispatch; Brooks Atkinson|Drake and Joseph Tushinsky head | 
of the New York Times; Mary Brag- | the unit. 

giotti of the N. Y. Post, and James | Helen Gleason, formerly of the! 
Boyd and Phillips Russell, novelists. | Met, neads the cast of 30 singers. 


ous states of the country. The gov- 





New Savoyard Troupe 





Shades of ‘The Ladder —Philanthropic 





Saroyan Has Theatre Staff Dizzy 


+> 


Optimistic Seattle 


Seattle, July 8. 

With more coin in circulation 
hereabouts as the months go by and 
defense plants step up employment, 
outlook is that legit season will pick 
up this fall. Hugh Becket, manager 
of Metropolitan, reports penciling in 
a rather hefty though limited list 
for the coming season, including the 
following shows with opening dates: 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Sept. 26; ‘Hellza- 
poppin,’ Oct. 5; ‘Boys and Girls To- 
gether,’ Dec. 14; ‘Life With Father,’ 
March 9; ‘My Sister Eileen,’ June 7, 
1942. 


Kazan-Bob Lewis 
Head $1-Top Idea 








For Next Season 





Latest plan to establish a pop 
legit on Broadway is known as The 
Dollar Top Theatre, directors of 
which are Elia Kazan and Robert 
Lewis. Former is an actor and lat- 
ter a stager,; both having been with 


the Group eatre, now defunct. 
While the new project is an offshoot 
of the Group, it is not intended to 
use only Group players. This is in- 
dicated by a list of 50 players who 
will be interviewed by invitation. 

Plans call for producing a new 
play, to be followed by a musical 
play, a children’s production, plus a 
bill of one-act plays by new au- 
thors and the revival of a cOmedy 
classic. Outfit will also operate a 
drama school after the production 
end is established. A radio program 
is expected to be a regular activity, 
too. 

Newest group has been incorpo- 
rated and stock will be offered for 
sale, several backers already having 
promised to invest. In addition to 
Kazan and Lewis, the staff includes 
Molly Day Thacher, Victor Wolfson, 
Sylvia Regan, Zachary Metz and Wil 
Washcoe. Maurice J. Speiser is 
counsel for the new group. It is 
hoped that through theatre parties 
audiences used to pop 
can be drawn. Theatre of more than 
1,000 capacity is being sought for 
rental. 

Attempt to operate a dollar-top 
theatre at Radiant Center, formerly 
the Adelphi, was a fast flop. Show, 
called ‘Four Girls on a Dime,’ closed 
Saturday (5), playing a single week. 
It had an amateur cast, therefore 
not covered in the dailies. Venture 
was somewhat of a secret, for al- 
though a press agent was engaged 
there was no appropriation for ad- 
vertising. 

Radiant theatre, which is con- 
trolled by a cult of metaphysicians, 
was picketed throughout the week 
by stage hands and other unions. 
They contended that, as admission 
was charged, their members should 
have been employed. 
protest because it is an all-amateur 
outfit. 


ALVIN, FORMER MPLS. 
LEGITER, IN 806 FIRE 





Minneapolis, July 8. 

Believed to have been caused by 
short circuit at rear of stage, fire 
destroyed the interior of the Alvin, 
one of city’s most beautiful show- 
houses and one-time home of legit 
roadshows and dramatic stock. Dam- 
age is estimated at $80,000. 

House, owned by W. A. Steffes, 
has been dark since early May when 
Hirsch-Katz burlesque season termi- 
nated for summer. It was scheduled 
to recpen next month with Hirsch- 
Katz burlesque, but difficulty in ob- 
taining seats and other equipment is 
expected to delay remodeling job. 





‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ which 


opened Monday night (7), is the first | 


of four plays being performed at the 
Pine Grove Playhouse, Cambridge 
Springs, Pa., during the next month 
... Dark Tower’, ‘Strictly for Swee- 
ney’ and ‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ are 
the others. 


admissions | 


Equity did not | 


‘The Beautiful People’ isn’t getting 
much coin at the Lyceum, N. Y., but 
continues to excite controversy over 
whether it’s a good show or not. 
William Saroyan, author-producer of 
‘People,’ who has a flair for getting 
press attention, pulled another 
strange stunt by advertising that all 
patrons who don’t like the play can 
get their money back by merely pre- 
senting the ticket stubs at the box- 
office after the performance. 

Saroyan wired instructions to that 
effect from the Coast, with the result 
that the boxoffice staff went daffy. 
House management and Tom Dug- 
gan, Saroyan’s representative, tried 
to get the author-producer to cancel 
the idea, but he insisted on going 
through with it. Saroyan only 
ordered the kick-back to those who 
think the play is screwy, but also to 
those who like it—so they can have 
fare home, or buy a drink, or some- 
thing. 

Audience reaction kas been as 
|humorous as the radical idea itself, 
|Most of those who have asked for 
; their money back sat in the gallery, 
admission there being 55c. On get- 
ting back the four bits they usually 
giggie and think they put something 
over on the theatre. Amount of 
money refunded has varied from $2 
per performance up. Fourth of July, 
when there was a_ good house, 
amount given back was more than 
$30. Ads read that the money can be 
gotten back: ‘Just like that, no 
questions asked, positively no em- 
barrassment.’ 

Didn’t Believe It 

One male patron from the west 
wanted to know if the offer was on 
the level, cracking that it looked like 
‘a New York trick.’ When assured 
the offer was on the level, he said 
ihe didn’t want his money back and 
thought the show ‘beautiful.’ Gross 
is down under $3,500, but Saroyan 
figures if it goes into the red this 
month, the play may get a good 
share of visitors thereafter. 

In the lobby after each perform- 
ance, women have’ remonstrated 
with persons asking for the kick- 
back. House avers they are not 
plants. One man, who saw ‘People’ 
four times, argued with friends who 
didn’t like the play. On kis fourth 
visit, he brought along 24 guests for 
whom he purchased tickets. Re- 
ported later there was an argument 
within the theatre party. 

One of Saroyan’s other stunts that 
|had the theatre staff guessing con- 
tcerned Dorothy Kilgallen’s column 
lin the N. Y. Journal-American, 
| which panned ‘People’ and those 
| critics who favored it. Author or- 
| dered the article enlarged with the 
| most caustic lines underscored, the 

blowup to be displayed in the lobby. 

Personalities 

Saroyan wrote an article for last 
Sunday’s (6) N. Y. Times on per- 
|sonality, which he says makes good 
theatre, ‘as it makes everything else 
|... almost everybody is flat and di- 
|mensionless. The few exceptions are 
|so shocking to the rest that they 
|seem to be crackpots ... personality 
lis absent from the world of enter- 
| tainment, including the field of act- 
ling, where it surely belongs. Almost 
none of the financiers, producers, di- 
lrectors, writers and hangers-on of 
ithe theatre, ‘the movies and radio 
|have personalities. Each of them 
| might as well be the others, or no- 
| body. Anytime there is good theatre 
iyou will discover that one person- 
| ality is responsible for the whole 
ithing. . . . The amusing thing about 
moving pictures is the enormous 
number of nonentities who work 
together to make something any 
;normal half-wit would prefer not to 
{make in the first place.’ Mixing up 
{his people plenty, he wrote: 
| ‘Who are the real personalities in 
|America? Well, haphazardly these 
|are Franklin Delano Roosevelt, John 
|Barrymore, Orson Welles, Dizzy 
|Dean, Max Baer,’ Jimmy Durante, 
Walter Winchell, W. C. Fields, Oscar 
Levant, Fred Allen and, of course, 
William Saroyan.’ He ended up by 
saying: 

‘It would be a mistake to leave out 
one more thing. While this thing 
| makes bad theatre more often than 
| it makes good theatre, it is neverthe- 
less absolutely necessary: Money!’ 











Town Hall Playhouse, Westboro, 
| Mass., will be dark next week, ow- 
ing to an ancient state law which 
decrees that the town hall can be 
used only ‘occasionally’ for plays. 

Hayden Rorke and Jus Addis, 
,in Ann Corio company of ‘White 
|Cargo’ in Worcester a week ago, 
ij have joined Town Hall company. 
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Sam H. Harris Anecdota 


Harris the Hoofer 
Public appearances of Sam H. Harris were infrequent and were general- 
Before and after his partnership with George 











ly for charitable purposes. 
M. Cohan was dissolved in 1920, they appeared in benefit shows as a song 
and dance team and Harris actually did some stepping, while Cohan, his 
coach in that department, teamed in the hoofing or quizzically smiled at 
Slim Sam’s efforts. 





Clicks As After-Dinner Speaker 


As a public speaker Harris was much less in evidence, but he was an 
overnight sensation at a dinner given in honor of Cohan by the Jewish 
Theatrical Guild. When Harris was called on to say something by Gene 
Buck. the toastmaster, the diners expected routine chattef™ He started 
telling about a gold mine ke had a piece of out in California. Looked like 
the mine would be a financial life-saver after he went for a fortune in 
Wall Street. But suddenly he said: 

‘Then the mill burned down,’ referring to the shaft at the mine, and 
thereafter during the speech the ‘mill burned down’ was frequently men- 
tioned. Harris quickly discerned that he had struck a laugh line and his 
address was the highlight of the evening. After the dinner he was asked 
who wrote the speech but, although he never did tell, it was an office 
secret that during a trip to the Coast Harris had gotten gags from a 


number of comics, including Groucho Marx, Bert Kalmar and Harry Buby.) 


Speech had been carefully rehearsed. 

Harris hadn't mentioned the gold mine recently, but it is still operated. 
D. Walter Haggerty, former husband of Minerva Coverdale, was his prin- 
cipal partner in the property and has been in charge of the project. Hag- 
gerty is from Bridgeport, Conn., where he cleaned up a fortune in manu- 
facturing chain belts for machinery. He planed in from California for 
the funeral. 





‘Should’ve Been a Tailor’ 

Harris’ pet gag always amused those close to him. He sprung it when 
things were wrong or there were difficult problems during rehearsals or 
production preparations. He'd say: ‘It serves me right. Should have taken 
my father’s advice and been a tailor.’ 





Congrats to Cohan, Condolences to Mrs. Harris 
Day after Harris died was the Fourth of July, George M. Cohan’s birth- 
day. Quite a number of people filed telegrams of congratulations to him 
and at the same time sent condolences to the widowed Mrs. Harris. 





Harris’ Popularity and Start 


Harris was one of the most popular young men on the East Side, as 
shown when he was made president of the Hesper Club, on lower Second 
avenue, largest sporting organization of its kind in New York. Members 
were of all creeds, among them ‘Big Tim’ and Paddy Sullivan, A. H. 
Woods and others known in politics and show business. 

He entered show business when the firm of Sullivan, Harris and Woods 
was formed, with Freddie Block as general manager, trio specializing in 
melodramas and burlesque of that type of play. Their first play was “The 
Bowery After Dark.’ Before he turned manager, Harris’ idol was Wil- 
liam A. Brady, and ke said: ‘That’s the kind of a man I want to be.’ 





‘Terrible Terry’ McGovern 


Harris also headquartered at the Lafayette Baths, on Lafayette street, 
where the sporting gentry congregated. It was there that he met and 
took over the management of Terry McGovern, whom he monickered 
‘Terrible Terry,’ also managing the latter’s brother, Phil, a jockey. Terry 
toured with the ‘Bowery’ show coast to coast. 

He never handled another fighter. His acumen as a fight manager was 
recognized and it was said that McGovern never entered the ring under 
Harris’ management that the fighter did not have an edge in some manner, 
probably why the boy was champion of his division. When he declined 
as a boxer, Terry went broke, Harris taking care of him until he died. 





Hay Too Costly 
Harris had several racing stables, one before he came to Broadway, and 
the standout horse was named Saturday. Some years ago he bought a 
bunch of thoroughbreds, but the diversion was a bit too costly, even 
though he was a leading producer. 
Last year at Empire track, after losing a fairly large wager, he turned 
to a friend and said: ‘This is no business for us to be in.’ 


Inside Stuff —Legit 


Receipts for the Actors Fund outdoor benefit show at Manhattan Beach 
Sunday (29) last week were incorrectly estimated. Instead of fairly good 
takings, the event was a disappointment and there is some doubt about 
making it an annual affair. Total amount received was placed at $2,060, 
with Joseph P. Day, who owns the resort, getting 50%, since dancing was 
cancelled for the evening. First reported that use of the beach was do- 
nated. Out of its share of the gate, Fund’s end kad to take care of 
expenses. 

Lee Baker is sitting in on the Fund's executive committee in place of 
Charles Dow Clark, who is away for the summer. Body at its weekly 
sessions passes on the list of applications for financial assistance. Baker 
is among those who recently resigned from the Equity Council. 














Manner of the death of Auriol Lee, who was killed in motor car acci- 
dent in Kansas last week, was surprising to those close to her. 
who wore a monocle, had definitely poor vision, and why she was permitted 
to drive the car was not understood. 

With her was Frank M. Epperson, connected with the ranch of John 
Van Druten in California, where she had been visiting. He was asleep in 
the back of the car when it left the road, but survived. 
60, virtually, if not legally, adopted Van Druten when he was a young 
author in England, 





There are any number of strange spots where performances are played, 
but one of the freakiest is in Worcester, Mass., where the little theatre 
has been booked with shows lined up as part of a New England rotary 
stock circuit. House is an adjunct of the 4,500-seat auditorium, but is 
built on a hill and the stage is 15 feet higher than that in the larger hall. 

The stages adjoin, but it is necessary to enlarge that in the little theatre. 
That was done recently by using platforms, with wabbly results, accord- 
ing to players who appeared there. Little theatre seats around 450 people, 
capacity for a week being around $3,000 at $1.65 top. 





Joseph L. Feibleman, prominent Newark realtor and banker who died 
last Saturday (5) at the age of 70, was the brother of the late Bert Feible- 
man, who was on the managerial staff of Cohan and Harris for many 
years and frequently made trips to Europe with George M. Cohan. 

Although his activities were mostly lecalled in New Jersey, Josepk: 
Feibleman was a first-nighter. He was a member of the Lambs, but did 
not figure in theatricals. 


Hopeless Job 





New Hope, Pa., July 8 

New Hope’s one-man, eve- 
nings-only police department is 
about to resign. Bucks County 
theatre, strawhatter now in its 
third season here, has created so 
much auto traffic it has the lone 
cop, Miles Delaney, all tuckered 
out, 

That tired feeling, he fears, 
will cause him to lose his day- 
time job—and he’s had it for 34 
years, while he’s only been town 
copper for 22. 


JOHN, DIANA 
IN ‘CHILDREN? 


San Francisco, July 8. 
Henry Duffy is mulling a revival 
of John Barrymore's play of two 
years ago, ‘My Dear Children,’ with 
Diana Barrymore supporting her 
father as one of the stage daughters. 











Chapel’s Early Start 
Guilford, Conn., July 8. 

Chapel playhouse got the jump on 
nearby strawhats with a Saturday 
(June 28) opening with Fay Wray 
in ‘There’s Always Juliet.’ Current 
(7-12) is Anna Sten in ‘Nancy's Pri- 
vate Affair,’ with Henry Hull fol- 
lowing July 14 in ‘Dear Brutus.’ 
Balance of season will see Georgia 
Southern in ‘Burlesque’; Betty Fur- 
ness and Ralph Forbes in ‘Man in 
Possession’; Karen Morley in ‘The 
Circle’; Buster Keaton in ‘The Go- 
rilla’; Nancy Carroll in ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
North.’ Conrad Nagel is signed for 
an unannounced play. 

Spot is operated by Nate Beers 
and Olsen and Johnson. Comics 
plan to break in their new musical, 
‘Crazy House,’ late in season if they 
wash up Hollywood film chore in 
time. 





‘Overtons’ Tryout 


Stockbridge, Mass., July 8. 

William Miles’ Berkshire Play- 
house plans a tryout, sometime in 
August, of Vincent Lawrence's first 
play in 10 years, ‘The Overtons.’ 
Piece is to be produced for William 
Harris, Jr. © 

The Berkshire Playhouse had one 
of its biggest opening weeks with 
Ruth Chatterton in ‘Tomorrow and 
Tomorrow.’ 

Mary Wickes returned this week 
to play a lead in ‘George Washing- 
ton Slept Here.’ 


. 





Farragut’s New Mgmt, 


Rye Beach, N. H., July 8. 

Farragut Playhouse opens today 
(Tuesday) under new management, 
with presentation of ‘Lady of Let- 
ters.’ 

William R. Anderson is director 
and producer of the playhouse this 
season. 





Karen Morley in Tryout 


Gloucester, Mass., July 8. 
Karen Morley will star in ‘Two 
nelley to be tried out at the Bass 
Rocks theatre here July 14. Origi- 
nally Madge Evans was slated for 
the role, but illmess has forced her 
to cancel the engagement. 

Tryout is being sponsored 
Brock Pemberton. 


by 





Phil Baker’s ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
Atlantic City, July 8. 
Phillips Holmes in ‘The Male 





Miss Lee, | 


Miss Lee, about | 


| Animal’ is current 
| theatre beginning Monday (7). 
leste Holm also in cast. 


Ce- 
Next. week 
‘Johnny Belinda’ for one week, and 


Story House,’ a play by Parker Fen- | 


stated so shortly after they severed 
partnership. 

The erection of the Music Box, 
where Harris maintained his office 


in recent years, was one of the 
highlights of the theatre-building 
era on Broadway. It is still re- 


garded as the top legit house and is 
largely responsible for the develop- 
ment of 45th street as the most 
populous block for theatres. 

Irving Berlin and Joseph Schenck 
were partners with Harris in build- 
ing the Music Box. The latter sold 
out his interest some time ago, with 
the Shuberts absorbing Schenck’s 
share. They retain the interest, but 
have no say in its management. 
Berlin also helped supply shows for 
the Music Box by writing the scores 
for the ‘Music Box Revues’ and ‘As 
Thousands Cheer,’ which had a book 
by Hart and was produced in 1933. 
It is likely that Berlin will become 
more active in keeping the popu- 
larity of the Music Box alive and 
a revue of his making has been 
scheduled for some time. 


The Lyceum was acquired last 
year, Harris and associates taking 
over the bank-owned theatre, not 


only as a realty investment, but also 
to have a spot for straight plays of 
his production in addition to the 
Music Box, located.on the same 
street, but on different sides of 
Broadway. 

It is a coincidence that another 
Harris hit, the Kaufman and Hart 
play, ‘The Man Who Came to Din- 
ner,’ should have announced its 
closing at the Music Box on the 
eve of his death. Play, closing Sat- 
urday (12), has been running nearly 
two years, this being the 92nd week. 

Crowd at Funeral Services 


At the funeral services Sunday (6) 
at Campbell's chapel, the passing of 
Harris was spoken of as a calamity 





Current Road Shows 


(July 9-19) 





‘Accent On Youth’ (Sylvia Sidney) 
—Windsor, Bronx, N. Y. (9-13); Flat- 
bush, Brooklyn (15-20), 


‘Hellzapoppin’—Erlanger, Chicago 
(9-19). 

‘Johnny’ Belinda’ — Flatbush, 
Brooklyn (9-13). 


‘Life With Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
Cass, Detroit (9-19). 

‘Male Animal’ (Phillips Holmes)— 
Garden Pier, Atlantic City (9-13). 

‘My Sister Eileen’—Harris, Chi- 
cago (9-19). 

‘Rain’ (Lenore Ulric)—Windsor, 
Bronx, N. Y. (15-20). 

‘Vinegar Tree’—E] Capitan, Holly- 
wood (9-12). 





Summer Premieres 


(July 9-19) 





Sam H. Harris Dies at 69 


ontinued from page 49 


ee, 








to show business, That sentiment 
was expressed by managers, actors 
authors, stagehands, men of the 
sporting world, those interested in 
the track and boxing. 

Chapel was muck too small for the 
number of persons who came to pay 
homage to the ace showman. The 
doors were closed 10 minutes before 
services started and the interior was 
so packed that the chapel was sti- 
fling. Those who attended consti- 
tuted a who’s who in show business, 
not only within the funeral chapel 
but on the sidewalks of Madison 
avenue and 8lst street. 

There were actually more people 
on the street than in the chapel, 
Among them were many oldtimers 
who echoed the opinion that Harris 
was the ‘squarest-shooter in show 
business.’ Like Cohan, he had a 
pension list, oldtimers mostly being 
aided. The honorary pall bearers, 
who lined both sides of the hearse 


from the chapel were: 

Cohan, Arthur Hopkins, Max 
Gordon, Arthur Hammerstein, Gene 
Buck, Marcus Heiman, Irving Berlin, 
George S. Kaufman, Isaac Levy 
(Philadelphia), Dennis F. O’Brien, 
Sam Forrest, Walter Haggerty, Cole- 
man (Coley) Madden, Arthur Dris- 
coll, Earl Rodney, Joseph Levins, 
Moss Hart. 


Arthur Hopkins’ Eulogy 


Hopkins delivered the eulogy, say- 
ing: ‘Sam Harris entered into the 
pattern of many lives and is a part 
of all of us here. To all of us who 
knew Sam, brotherhood is not a re- 
mote dream. He loved people—all 
kinds of people, and his love was 
rich and spontaneous. This was his 
shield and he never dropped it into 
the mire of selfishness, greed, envy, 
vanity or hatred .. . when he said 
that ‘a play didn’t add up,’ he meant 
that its human values were wrongly 
computed, but the confusion of the 
outer world never entered his soul. 
The richness he brought to us will 
last as long as we live, and I believe 
long after ... Sam was an honor to 
his profession, his people, his com- 
munity ... he acccepted success and 
failure equally and blamed no one.’ 

The Rev. Dr. Samuel H. Golden- 
son, a rabbi of Temple Emanu-El, 
conducted the service, while Fred 
Waring’s choir vocalized. 

Originally the ceremony’ was 
slated for the Temple, but about a 
week before he died he expressed 
the wish that if anything happened 
to him, there should be a funeral 
without ostentation. However, the 
Jewish Theatrical Guild, of which 
he was a vice-president, plans a spe- 
cial memorial service later on, and 
the Actors Temple on West 47th 
street will hold a memorial service 
Friday (11) at 5:30 p.m. Organiza- 
tions represented at the funeral: Jew- 
ish Theatrical Guild, Catholic Actors 
Guild, Players, Lambs, American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, Negro Actors Guild, 
League of New York Theatres, 
Critics Circle. 





‘Helen, Negro swing musical, 
based on A. P. Herbert’s satire, with | 
Herbert Kingsley arrangement of 


Offenbach’s ‘La Belle Helene’ score, | 


at Country playhouse, Westport, | 
Conn. (9-12); at Clinton ame? | 
playhouse (14-19), 

‘Seraphina,’ by Benjamin Charles | 


Martin, at Paper Mill playhouse, 
Millburn, N. J. (9-12). 
‘Family Honeymoon,’ farce by 





Owen Davis, based on Homer Croy’s 
novel, at Lakewood theatre, Sko- 





at Garden Pier | 


after this comes Phil Baker in ‘Char- | 


| ley’s Aunt.’ 

Theatre is under lease to 
Jacobson, with Rube Bernstein man- 
ager. 





Chautauqua Season 
Jamestown, N. Y., July 8. 
Strawhat season in Chautauqua 
Lake area opened last Wednesday 
(2) with ‘The Male Animal’ pre- 
sented by the Erie (Pa.) Playhouse 
group at Point Chautauqua Dock 
theatre. ‘Animal,’ first of nine plays 
for season. 
Cleveland Playhouse Players open 
12th season at Chautauqua July 16 
with same play. 





Cambridge Sked 
Cambridge, Mass., July 8. 
Cambridge Summer Theatre in 
Brattle Hall here opened its second 
season Monday (7) with Elissi Landi 
starred in ‘Lady Has a Heart.’ Lee 





Falk and John Huntington are co- 


| Conn, (16-19). 
Ben | 





whegan, Me. (14-19). 

‘Two-Story house,’ comedy-drama, 
by Parker Fennelly, at Bass Rocks | 
theatre, Gloucester, Mass. (14-19). 

‘Mr. Timpkins,’ by David Carroll, 
at Theatre-in-the-Dale, New Milford, 





Bert Brown Recuping 


A. O. (Bert) Brown, former Shep- 
herd of the Lambs, is at the Doc- 
tors hospital, New York, recovering 
from bronchial pneumonia. He has 
been under treatment for about two 
weeks. Expected that visitors will 
be permitted in a few days. 

Brown is chairman of the board of 
the Percy Williams Home and also 
active in the affairs of the Actors 
Fund, 





managers this year, 
Adams as director. 
Next four plays scheduled: ‘Slight 
Case of Murder,’ with Lionel Stand- 
er; ‘Philadelphia Story,’ with Diana 
Barrymore; ‘Smart Woman,’ starring 
Anna Sten, and Ramon Novarro in 


with Wylie 


| ‘Once 


lin ‘Jubilee’ Gordon 





‘Command to Love.’ 


Biggest Percentage of Hits 

As a producer Harris had as high 
a percentage of hits as any showman 
on Broadway, if not the highest, in- 
cluding: 

‘Rain,’ ‘Six Cylinder Love,’ ‘The 
Nervous Wreck,’ ‘Cradie Snatchers,’ 
‘The Jazz Singer,’ ‘The Spider,’ 
in a Lifetime,’ ‘June Moon,’ 
’ ‘Captain Applejack,’ ‘As 
‘The First Lady,’ 


‘Chicago, 
Thousands Cheer,’ 


| ‘I’d Rather Be Right,’ ‘Animal Crack- 


ers,’ ‘Night Must Fall’ and ‘Jubilee.’ 
Latter two were not in the hit class. 
He frequently had other managers 
associated with him, as for instance 
was interested, 
Gordon and 
costly “The 


Harris, 
the 


also Metro. 
others produced 
American Way.’ 

With Cohan 
ductions, mostly successes. 
first standout was ‘Little Johnnie 
Jones,’ which brought them to 
Broadway. It was a musical which 
gained wide attention through 
Cohan’s song, ‘Give My Regards to 
Broadway.’ Among the C. & H. 
shows: ‘On Trial,’ ‘Seven Keys to 
Baldpate,’ ‘Fifty Miles from Boston,’ 
‘The Man Who Owns Broadway,’ 
‘The Royal Vagabond,’ ‘The Yankee 
Prince,’ ‘The Little Millionaire,’ 
‘Get-Rich-Quick Wallingford,’ ‘Forty- 
Five Minutes from Broadway,’ ‘The 
Yankee Prince,’ ‘It Pays to Adver- 
tise,’ ‘George Washington, Jr.’ 

Cohan & Harris theatre and build- 
ing was taken over by them, house 
being originally called the Candler. 
House is now in grind pictures and 
called the Sam H. Harris. The 
partnership lasted 15 years, team 
splitting after the actors strike of 
1919. 


there were 50 pro- 
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Modernized ‘Broadway Seems Passe; 
Helene’ in Swing, Other Strawhats 








BROADWAY, 1941 


(REVIVAL) 
Indian Neck, Conn., July 2. 


Revised version of the Philip Dunning- 
George Abbott melodrama in three acts; 
directed by Noel Warwick; setting, Herman 
Tikotsky; presented by American Actors 
Company at Montowese Playhouse, Indian 
Neck, Conn., July 1, '41; $1.10 top. 






Nick Verdis.....+seeesrsees Ronald Sherman 
Roy LAne...coccecccescvees Joseph Anthony 
TATE POD. ccc cvescoscecseces Patricia Coates 
JOO. ccccccccsccccesesccceseces Horton Foote 
Mazie SMtih....eceeeceeeees Gertrude Corey 
Rudy... ccrcccccvcescesccess Loraine Stuart 
Pearl... scccoccccscccccescces Perry Wilson 
*Billle’ Moore..ccoscoceeess Bettina Prescott 
Steve Crandall.....se+ees> Edward Raquello 
Dolph. ...--cecccscccccceccces William Hare 
‘Porky’ ThOMpSONn....ceeeeeeees John Lane 
*Scar’ Edwards......ccecessss: Joe Sullivan 
Dan McCoran.......--+e+% John Hampshire 





In the pint-sized strawhat located 
on this picturesque Connecticut 
shoreline they’ve put out a feeler for 
a possible revival of the ‘Broadway’ 
click of 15 years ago. Venture 
serves its purpose from this angle, 
but as a finished offering it falls 
short on the basis of its opening- 
night presentation. Once a sensa- 
tion in the theatre, ‘Broadway’ has 
been made antiquated but the host 
of gangster shows and (especially) 
pictures that followed and improved 
on it. 

Despite a number of fumbled lines 
and the absence of the staccato pace 
essential to this particular play, the 
present production gives evidence 
that there still may be a punch 
wrapped up in this echo of the pro- 
hibition era. Whether or not it could 
stand up as a Broadway repeat 
might depend largely on what the 
new season has to offer as competish 
in similar entertainment. With a 
hand-picked cast and more elaborate 
staging, it might be worth a long- 
shot gamble. 

Although plugged as a ‘1941 ver- 
sion,’ present edition differs little 
from the original. Basically, it’s the 
same thing—principal revision being 
a shift from bootlegging to labor 
racketeering by the lead gangster. 
Chief racketeer is pictured as the 
Scalise type, with several references 
to that character. Another angle is 
that striving entertainers in the 
nite-club joint are struggling for a 
radio sponsor this time, instead of a 
top stage spot as originally. 

American Actors Company, re- 
sponsible for current presentation, 
are youthful troupers who have been 
around New York some four years, 
staging minor productions on their 
own and doing television work. 
Players are an energetic crew who 
give indication of better talent than 
their somewhat ragged opening dis- 
closed. Bone. 


FINAL ANSWER 


Woodstock, N. Y., July 6. 
Comedy in three acts (six scenes) by 
Llewellyn Miller; presented and staged by 
Robert Elwyn, at the Woodstock playhouse, 


it better, and Miss Miller can prob- 
ably improve on this attempt her- 
self with more practice. 

‘Answer’ suffers primarily from a 
lack of any real novelty in story 
idea or development. It boils down 
to the familiar situation of a desir- 
able woman who has come to take 
her faithful, unexciting suitor for 
granted and who only awakens to 
his attractiveness when he starts 
flirting with somebody else. Add to 
this the fact that the suitor is fre- 
quently caricatured in the writing, 
becoming a wooden, comic type, and 
that the play opens with a series of 
choppy scenes. Also, although Miss 
Miller is handy with banter and tart 
rejoinders, she has a bad habit of 
letting whimsy get the upper hand. 

For the summer theatre ‘Answer’ 
is acceptable fare, and its presenta- 
tion at Woodstock turns up several 
interesting performances. As Con- 
stance, the actress heroine, Elizabeth 
Malloch seems indebted to Gertrude 
Lawrence for her crisp, nervous 
style in Act One, afterwards relax- 
ing into a less high-keyed interpre- 
tation. It’s a generally entertaining 
portrayal. William Halstead makes 
Oliver, her lawyer and admirer, a 
likeable bloke within the limits im- 
posed by the author. As Constance’s 
friends, the Walters, Philippa Bevans 
and Karl Malden are an agreeable 
and amusing couple, while Phyllis 
Ellerman dextrously underscores the 
venom of Molly Claremont, Con- 
stance’s long-time enemy, who tries 
to snatch Oliver away from her. In- 
cidentally, the play might be bol- 
stered if somebody were to tell 
Molly off in resounding terms at the 
end. Duane McKinney and Ivan 
Triesault, as a couple of boys who 
are supposed to be laden with 
charm, manage to be convincing 
about it without getting in the audi- 
ence’s hair. 

Robert Elwyn has directed pro- 
ficiently, and the three neat sets in- 
clude a pleasantly spacious living 
room and veranda for the Walters’ 
country house. Paul. 


DIVORCONS 


(Modernized) 
Ellicott City, Md., July 5. 


Farce in three acts by Victorian Sardou: 
adapted by Margaret Mayo; directed 
Wendell K. Phillips; choreographer, 
St. Just, assisted by Margaret Barker: set- 
tings by Forrest Thayer. At the Hilltop 
theatre, Ellicott City, Md., July 1, °41. 


PEN ccccereccesieranes Robert Thompson 
pre vee ree Dorothy Herman 
CNL, ios ee ktduca tocsncaeend Flora Swan 
Henri Des Prunelles...... Richard Angarola 
CIAVIMRC..cccccccccccccsceces Thad Sharretts 
Cyprienne. ..cccecccces Mary Jane Stockham 
Mme. De Brionne.......... Katherine Kirk 
AGROMAT, 0 cccecccccverces William MacLeod 
Mme. De Valfontaine........, Judy Lathrop 
JOSODD . cccccsscccescscceessereces Bert Coffey 
TJaAMarot..ccccccccesssscceces Robert Kibbee 
Walter. .ccocccccccccseccesscs aces Fred Graff 
Waitress. .cccccscccsesseeesratalie Chilvers 





This granddaddy of all bedroom 
farces and perennial film triangles 





by | ment 
Emy | Charles B. Cochran’s and Max Rein- 





band, Hubert. 
ing amusing for one act at least. But 
by the second act the outcome has 
been subtly indicated and the action 
rapidly loses the sparkle that it hag 
during the early moments. Thus, 
Broadway prospects are limited in 
the present form. 

Wife dominates husband; then hus- 
band dominates wife. It is an old 
story which, in the present instance, 
is neither sustaining nor significant | 
entertainment, unless it be accepted | 
as a satire on a famous newspaper- 
woman. 

The language is sophisticated and 
modern; there are some tolerable 
wisecracks, including several about 
Seraphina’s inability to write correct 


This succeeds in be-| 





English, and the play takes general- | 
izations such as democracy for a/| 
windy ride. 

The acting runs from good to sat-| 
isfactory. Ann Andrews and Bert) 
Lytell, as wife and husband, click. 
Miss Andrews is provoking as the 
conceited journalist, but her acting 
loses in impressiveness as her po- 
sition as an egotist becomes increas- 
ingly uncertain. And Lytell is 
striking as the submissive spouse, 
but mediocre when he _ becomes 
family boss. Elfrida Derwent is 
convincing as the sturdy,  self- 
respecting housekeeper. Equally 
able are Leona Powers, Margaret 
Bannerman, Gordon Nelson, Stiano 
Braggiotti, J. Colville Dunn and 
Neil Fitzgerald. 

However, they’re limited by a plot 
that lacks freshness and finally sags 
lifelessly behind the final curtain. 

Kenneth Lloyd Mapes and Joseph 
De Luca are responsible for excel- 





lent scenery and lighting. Jaff. 


LA BELLE HELENE 


Westport, Conn., July 7. 


Demetrios Vilan and Stewart Chaney pre- 
sent Jacques Offenbach’s operetta in three 
acts with Hbretto by A. P. Herbert; pre- 
sented by Lawrence Langner and Armina 
Marshall; musical arrangement by Herbert 
Kingsley; settings, Chaney; costumes, 
Karinska; dances, Felicia Sorel and 
Vilan. Staged by Chaney; features Anne 
Brown and Hamtree Harrington. At the 
Country Playhouse, Westport, Conn., open- 
ing July 7, ’31. , 

Helen of Troy 
Paris 


Anne Brown 
Kelsey Pharr 





OR. acces wkd«e ko Hamtree Harrington 
Ns <c6ebekbeecdbess cwseeses Avon Long 
CRD s 9 0:h4 b.00vebbnee beeen ensa cd Joe Attles 
PP OMET ccctevrcanssecoreese Bobbie Johnson 
PUG. oc cccccesscceseeences Bruce Howard 
MIMOrva..ccccevcesseceses Waldine Williams 
WORD ..« 006bebeeeesenecess idelle Pemberton 
ATEN 6-4 6 6 066605 005.4050004 40008 John Garth 
MOOAMOCMROR: 6000066664 Lawrence Wisonant 
PRs +3 ssetetaeeesacks Rosetta Le Noire 

Jacques Offenbach’s musical ac- 
count of one of the newsiest ro- 


mances of history has been threat- 


|ened with production several times 


in recent years. There was a move- 


in the early 30s to import 


hardt’s heavy London presentation, 
‘Helen,’ which starred Evelyn Laye. 


|The Metropolitan Opera considered 


doing it this season. And Dr. John 
Erskine has just converted his best- 
seller ‘The Private Life of Helen 
of Troy’ into a_ libretto. To 
spare all this’ elaborate’ effort 
Demetrios Vilan and Stewart 
Chaney have hustled up a swing 
version which was set ferth upon a 
nervous New England landscape to- 
night (7). 

As a novelty on a 
‘Helene’ is one of the reasons why 


Rain Helps B'way Over 4th; Even 
‘Hattie’ 226, Father, 12146, Affected 





‘Father,’ Hit by Heat, 
OK $12,500 in Detroit 


Detroit, July 8. 
Long holiday weekend and pro-'! 
longed heat spell slashed away at 
‘Life With Father’ in its fifth week | 
at the Cass here. However, con-| 
sidering everything, the Dorothy 
Gish - Louis Calhern company 
emerged with nice, approximate 
$12,500. 
The play now has rung up ap- 
proximately $90,000 in its five weeks 
at $2.75 top. 


‘ACCENT FOLDS, 
2 SHOWS IN Chl 








Chicago, July 8. 
Now there are only two shows in 
Chicago with the exit of ‘Accent 
on Youth’ from’the Selwyn on Sat- 
urday (5). Show struggled through 
five weeks, hoping that the notices 
and word-of-mouth would put the 
revival over, but it failed to catch on 
despite the low scale at $1.65 top. 
Remaining in town are ‘Hellza- 
poppin’ and ‘My Sister Eileen.’ 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Accent on Youth,’ Selwyn (5th 
and final week) (1,000; $1.65). Show 
quit after five weeks of tough going. 
Unfathomable is the lack of b.o. 
power here since the critics were 
exceptionally favorable, plus. the 
names of Sylvia Sidney and Luther 
Adler. Wound up at $4,500. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Erlanger 
week) (1,400; $3.30). Slid down 
with the rest of the loop last week, 
nabbing $16,000, still profitable. 
Should climb with incoming conven- 
tions. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (20th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Picked up final 
two days so no indication of calling 
it a run and should certainly be 
aided by jammed hotels starting this 
week. Around $9,000. 





———@ 


| proximated $15,000. 


(8th | 


|; down around even break; $4,000, but 





‘CABIN’ OK $36,000 
IN 2 FRISCO WEEKS 


San Francisco, July 8. 
‘Cabin in the Sky’ got estimated 
$22,000 in its first and around $14,000 





‘Tobacco Road’ 


but is away out in front; around 
| $8,500, with better business due 
soon. ; 


in its second week at the Curran, | 
| winding up the Light Opera Festi- 
|val and darkening house until Aug. 
summer night, {25. when road company of ‘Hellza- 
|poppin’ is due in. 


Heat wave was still on the first 
half of the July Fourth week, but 
rain on the holiday resulted in 
excellent business then and coolor 
weather accounted for good last 
three days, Grosses generally sagged 
as expected, however. Influx over 
holiday equalled exodus, but visitors 
sought cheap tickets. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(26th week) (CD-938; $3.30). Virtu- 
ally sold out in advance so that busi- 
ness only affected Jast week at two 
performances over $16,000. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (2lst week) (C- 
712; $3.30). Was off somewhat, but 
business has been consistently strong 
right along; though dipped to $10,000, 
was quite satisfactory. 

‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden 
(146th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). One 
of three musicals remaining and 
long-run revue still turning some 
profit, though considerably off; ap- 


‘Life With Father,’ Empire (86th 
week) (C-1,006; $3.30). Dropped off 
considerably last week, when gross 
was quoted around $12.500; at the 
level holdover laugh show makes 
plenty. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (C-1,013; $2.20). Final and 92d 
week; announcement of closing and 
better weather sent pace to around 
$8,000; made some profit. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (28th 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). Has been 
bettering Chicago company right 
along, with more of a gap last week 
than previously; off again but well 
over $10,000. 

‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore (28th week) 
(M-1,104; $4.40). Down to around 
$15,000 level; this musical not costly 
to operate and about broke even; 
slated to stick. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (36th 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Rated 
around $22,000, which is about low 
for engagement but best money in 
town; expected to play into fall pe- 
riod. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (67th 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Intention is 
to play through second summer; 


costs little to operate. 

‘The Beautiful People,’ Lyceum 
(lith week) (C-1,004; $3.30). Under 
$3,500 and may operate in red for 
time being, but management figuring 
on better business after this month. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ National (32d 
week) (D-1,162; $3.30). Has been 
dropping steadily, as with the field, 


‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Beck (14th 
week) (D-1,214; $3.30). Straight play 
topper also affected, but should 
bounce back when summer vacation- 
ists arrived; $16,500 estimated. 
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| mated $5,400 into Alcazar till. 
Biz was only slightly under first 


|colored musical which bowed in- 





Patrick Moreno........... Duane McKinney | in line by seemingly assisting in her 
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As editor of Screen Life mag, 
Llewellyn Miller has obviously had 
her eye on the films in writing ‘Final 
Answer.’ In type it’s one of those 
“When Ladies Meet’ romantic come- 
dies, which, when expertly done, are 
usually good for a picture sale. 

‘Final Answer’ flits from Manhat- 
tan drawing room to penthouse ter- 
race and out to a weekend party in 
the country, with the heroine’s emo- 
tional problem aired amid much 
smart banter. But while the present 
Script indicates that the author has a 
definite flair for that sort of thing, 
it seems unlikely to ring the bell 
either for further legit production 
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attempt at a cheat play. Miss Mayo 
has freshened it up, modernized the 
situations and given it pace, but it 
remains old stuff, interesting only as 
a museum piece of the theatre and 
possibly worth giving as one of those 
actors’ holidays via the Players or 
some such similar group. 

To offset the familiar business of 
the farce, director Phillips has at- 
|tempted a bit of Saroyanish treat- 
ment in projection. Seeking to cre- 
ate a series of moods and give to the 
characters an underlying symbolic 
| characterization, he has his actors 
|simulating erotic and animal in- 
istincts via the ballet form. It’s 
| Trudi Schoop in dialog and as such 
lis fairly diverting summertime the- 
latre stuff, but rather doubtful of 
more ambitious undertaking. 

Cast performs exceptionally 
for the job at hand. Mary Jane 
Stockham, William MacLeod and 
Richard Angarola stand out, making 
their lines count consistently for 
laughs. Timing by MacLeod is ex- 
|ceptionally good and shows 
bilities for this youngster. Wendell 
|K. Phillips’ direction is quite sure 
| throughout. Burm. 


SERAPHINA 


Millburn, N. J., July 7. 


Comedy in three acts by Ben Martin; 
| presented and directed by Frank Carring- 


well 


|ton; at the Paper Mill Playhouse, Mill- 
burn, N. J., starting July 7, 41; $1.65 top. 
Fubert...ccccsccccccscecccccceses Bert Lytell 
DAVE... cccccccseces ecccces J. Colviile Dunn 
Hester... .ccccccccccccceses Elfrida Derwent! 
Fertrude...ccccccccccscesececs Leona Powers 
Seraphina.....« Mececcoccccesed Ann Andrews 






Jonathan Carboy........-+.- Gordon Nelson 
Phoebe......ecee Margaret Bannerman 
Tommy Hill.............-Stiano Braggiotti 
Sergeant Mulvaney......... Neil Fitzgeraid 





Ben Martin’s comedy is the story 
of an egotistical female political- 
columnist, Seraphina Jones, 
dominates everyone about her, par- 
ticularly her modest, obliging hus- 





premiere. 





possi- | 


| the fun they have been 





who} 


auspiciously last year on Broadway. 
‘Helene’ certainly one of the 
costliest summer productions to date 
this season, approximately $10,000 
having been put into it before its 
Initial backing came 
from a Boston society woman. Last 
week A. L. Berman, New York the- 
atrical attorney and business ad- 
viscr to Buddy DeSylva, was also re- 
ported in, with Lee Ephriam like- 
wise interested. Production was 
definitely prepared for Broadway 
but a lot of effort will be needed be- 
tween now and then despite the 
break-in’s rosy reception here. 
Striking feature of ultimate 


is 


| version of ‘Helene’ is Herbert Kings- 


ley’s intelligent, tuneful and fre- 
quently respectful treatment of Of- | 
| fenbach’s music. Whereas “Swingin’ 
the Dream,’ which tl one excels, 
was a long, loud blast, Kingsley’s 
score retains much melodic line. 
And when a good ballad such as ‘O 
God of Love’ turns up for the 
soprano, Kingsley is satisfied to step 
it up only to a fox trot tempo. A 


tango bacchanale 


A succession of good _ specialty 
numbers, the _ ingratiatingly-sung 
music and great activity on a small 
stage cover up a humorless book for 
a time. There is not enough inven- 
tion in Stewart Chaney’s direction 
and few of the amusing situations, 
of an incident well-handed down, are 
in other 
places. 

‘Helene’ had longer than the usual 
two weeks’ preparation given West- 
port productions. Outstanding is 
Anna Brown, prima of the original 
‘Porgy and Bess.’ Miss Brown is 
poised, tuneful and suitably alluring. 
Her’s is the only voice in the show. 
But Kelsey Pharr makes much of his 
chances as the Prince of Troy. Ham- 
tree Harrington works hard as the 
hapless Menelaus, Helen’s futile hus 


(Continued on page 52) 





lest 
ishowers e| 
|}audience and the gross was only an 


seems a little out | 
of the picture, however. 
| Weather 





week. 


Rain Retards B.0. Of 
‘Musketeers’ Bow, St. L. 


St. 


here twice before, last night (Mon-| 
day) returned to the Municipal The- | 
atre Assn.’s al fresco theatre in For- 
Park for a week’s stand, but 
held_ down the premiere 


estimated $3,000. 


Several performers in the cast 
stand out, including Gordon Dil- 
worth, a finalist in last year’s Met 
Opera auditions of the air; Margalo 
|Gilmore, Charles Williams, William 
Mercer, Bob Lawrence, Ruby Mer- 
cer, ballerina Patricia Bowman and 
Eric Mattson. Clicks in supporting 


roles are Joseph Macaulay, Dorothy 
Sandlin, Ethel Taylor and Donald 
Burr. 

Rudolf Friml’s ‘Firefly’ last week | 
garnered estimated $44,000, socko. | 
was ideal and a new one- 
night attendance record was set Sat- 
urday (5), when more than 11,000 
customers were on hand. 





‘Wash.’ $4,800 in A. C. 


Atlantic City, July 8. 

‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 
which ended week’s engagement at| 
Garden Pier theatre here Sunday} 
(6), grossed approximately $4,800. | 
Three rainy nights hampered first) 
part of week, but b.o. picked up} 
greatly over holiday weekend. J. C. | 
Nugent and Cora Witherspoon | 
headed cast. | 

Monday (7), ‘The Male Animal,’ | 


-|with Phillips Holmes, opened week’s | 


stay. . 





\turning out in gratifying numbers 


Louis, July 8. 
‘The Three Musketeers,’ presented | «= 


Hollywood, July 8. 


Billie Burke has a strong follow- 
ing in the film colony end they are 


to witness her performance in ‘The 
Vinegar Tree,’ now in its second 
week at El Capitan theatre. 

First days piled up very 
encouraging $9,000, with a heavy 
play from the distaff side. 


seven 
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Nazi Sheet Toned Down | | 
Considerable toning down in the | 
general attitude of E] Pampero, No.1 
South American Nazi news s heet | 
published in Buenos Aires, has been 
noted, apparently due to recent ar- 
rest and subsequent release of editor 
Enrique Oses. Oses, an Argentine 
who for some years has managed | 
small factional weeklies, was jailed 
almost four weeks for printing al- | 
legedly libelous attacks on Dr. Fede- 
rico Pinedo, former Minister of | 
Finance: Dr. Luis A. Barberis, one- 
time Minister of Public Works, and | 
Judge Vazquez. 

He and three fellow editors, Ar- | 
mando Horacio P. Cascella, Adelqui | 
Torcuato Santucci and Eduardo Se- 
gundo Castilla, were finally sprung 
after the court accepted explanation 
that one of the offending articles was 
not directly authorized. Sentence 
still has to be passed in connection 
with the attacks on the ministers 
published last Sept. 18 and 21. 





Downs Cited for Bravery 

Kenneth Downs, International 
News Service war correspondent, | 
has been cited by the British Ad-| 
miralty for risking his life to aid 
rescue work when the ship that was | 
taking him from Glasgow to Cairo} 
went down in the Atlantic follow- 
ing a mysterious fire. Downs, now 
with the British and Free French | 
in Syria, leaped to the bridge of) 
the ship that rescued him and other 
survivors, and operated the engine 
room telegraph while keeping a 
lookout against raiders hovering 
above. 

Incident occurred on April 6. 
Downs was compelled to return to 
England on the rescue vessel, one| 
of the 50 American destroyers traded 
to Britain, and start all over on his 
trip to the Near East. 








Eric Hatch’s General Denial 

Eric Hatch and Grosset & Dunlap, 
Inc., have filed a general denial in 
N. Y. federal court, to suit against | 
them, Macfadden Publications, Inc., | 
and Universal, by Dorothy West and} 
Madge Christie. Defendants also ask 
a dismissal. 

Plaintiffs charge that Liberty, pub- 
lished by Macfadden, plagiarized 
their play, ‘This Modern Instance,’ 
in ‘Irene, the Stubborn Girl,’ which 
was purchased by Universal for 
*‘My Man Godfrey.’ Grosset & Dun- 
lap published the story of the pic- 
ture in book form. An injunction, 
accounting of profits and damages 
are asked. 





S. & S.”’ Two Big Specials 
Simon & Schuster, in an advance 


'a la carte with their food. 


| stating page one of the 


| marked 





herald to the book trade, ballyhoos 
its two big ‘specials’ for 1941 much} 
in the film distrib manner, including 
announcement of a $10,000 ad cam- 
paign for Clifton Fadiman’s ‘Read- 
ing I’ve Liked’ ($3; due in Septem- 
ber), a 500,000-word work; and a 
$20,000 ad appropriation for ‘A 
Treasury of Gilbert & Sullivan) 
edited by Deems Taylor (Lucille 
Corcos, illustrations, and arrange- 
ments by Dr. Albert Sirmay) which 
is due in Oetober ($5). 

Both are being primed for 
pre-Xmas trade. 


the 





Post-War Boom or Bust 

Recent newspaper series by Blair 
Moody, of the Detroit News, on 
‘After the War—What? Boom or 
Bust’ is to form the basis of a book 
to be published in September by 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce, Inc. 

Reporter, who is on the Washing- 
hte eD to a aa. 
his’ hewspap:r ‘series with informa- 
tion which has become available 
since the series’ publication and| 
with documentation of facts in the 
series, 





Asia Magazine Files 
Asia Magazine, Ine, has been 
chartered to conduct & publishing 
business in New York. Directors, 
none of whom is listed in papers 
filed at Albany, as a shareholder, 
are: Richard J. Walsh, Perkasie, 
Penna.; Albert H. Walsh, Westport, 
Conn.; Robert M. Field, New York 
City. Subscribers, each owning one 
share, are: Milton C. Rose, John H. 
Frey and John N. Hazard, New York. 
Baldwin, Todd & Young were 
filing attorneys. 





Glorifying the Wacks 

Fred Allen wrote the foreword for 
‘Low Man on a Totem Pole’ (Double- 
day-Doran; $2.50), and while name 
preface-writers often are better than 
the book they preface, here’s a case 
where N. Y. World-Telegram staff 
writer, H. Allen Smith, need doff his 
Remington to nobody. Smith's glori- 
fication of the wacks of this genera- 


a newspaperman’s newspaperman. 

‘Low Man on a Totem Pole’ should 
be ‘must’ stuff for the scribe tribe. 

News a ia Carte 

Lunchers at the Hotel Commodore, 
N.Y.. are now getting latest news 
Hostelry 
last week instituted plan of photo- 
early edition 
of the N.Y. World-Telegram onto the 
| front of their lunch menus. Edition 
comes out about 11 a.m, and is on 
lthe bill of fares in the hotel dining 
room by 12:10. 

First week of the experiment met 
such favorable reaction that Martin 
Sweeney, Commodore prexy, said it 


| would be continued as long as war 
| news warrants it. 


He said that the 


hotel would alternate every two 
weeks between the W-T and the 
N.Y. Sun. 


Only the five columns on the right 
hand side of the paper, those carry- 
ing the top news, are used. 





Sun’s Friday Decision 
York Sun, because of ‘the 
change in people’s living 
habits’ under the five-day week, be- 
ginning July 18 will shift its special 
weekend features and pages from 
| the Saturday to the Friday issue. 
Subscribers who have been getting 
the Saturday edition alone in the 
past will under the new setup be 
|sent the Friday paper instead. Sat- 
|urday paper will be routine. 


New 





W. J. Cash a Suicide 


W. J. Cash, 40, recently an asso- 


ciate editor of the Charlotte (N.C.) 


News, committed suicide July 1 in 
his hotel room in Mexico City. He 
arrived in Mexico about a month ago 
Cash to write a book 


with Mrs. 
about life in the south. 


He was on a Guggenheim fellow- 


ship. 





LITERATI OBITS 

George A. Wieda, 48, former news- 
paperman and an associate of car- 
toonist Robert L. Ripley for the past 
three years, died June 30 at his sum- 
mer home at Shelter Island, L. I. 

George C. Ladd, 59, business man- 
ager and co-publisher of The Vine- 
land (N. J.) Evening Journal, died of 
a stroke July 2 in the plant’s com- 
posing room. 

Webb C. Artz, 52, former radio 
news manager for the United Press 
in New York, died in Indianapolis 


July 2 after an illness of several 
months. With the UP since 1929, he 


was one of the organizers of its spe- 
cial radio wire in 1936. 


Donald Lawrence St. Clair, 67, for 
50 years publisher, Sanford (N. C.) 
| Express, died July 1, heart attack. : 

Rose Young, retired author, maga- | ; 
zine writer and feminist, died in a 
Mount Kisco, N. Y., hospital July 6 


after a brief illness. 


Frederick H. Collier, 80, columnist 
of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch for 
died July 7 of heart dis- 


40 years, 
ease. 





CHATTER 









Felton Gordog...Columbus 


dent injuries. 

Hilda Abel, 
son, 
paperman, 





feelings as she has a baby, 


a %y WP Be SP a 


VIG & 4 aice, SAULAMICE LY 
| Raleigh (N. C.) Times, 

|named managing editor, Kannapoli 
(N. C.) Daily Independent, succeed 
ing T. H. Wingate, upped to execu 
tive editor’s chair. 
resigned as Chapel Hill (N. C. 
Daily Tar Heel sports editor, to re 
|place Mack McKa, resigned from In 
dependent sports desk. 


¥v » 





(Ga.) 
Ledger-Enquirer sports editor, back 
at desk after six weeks hospitaliza- 
tion due to serious automobile acci- 


wife of David David- 
radio writer and former news- 
recently sold her first 
book and mag piece on the same day. 
Novel will be pubbed by Alliance 
and the article, describing: a woman’s 
is in 


he htm 


Ernie Frankle, 


had sold the equipment as a result 


of the publicity given It. Citizens 
Committee of the Army & Navy, 
which is providing the shows with 
toin provided by the United Service 
Organizations, has succeeded, how- 
ever, in getting the buyer of the 
trucks to cancel his commitment and 
is making plans to purchase them it- 
self at the price he was going to 
| pay. 

\ As a result, new bookings are be- 
ing taken for the four units now in- 
tact and the fifth unit, which closed 
last Thursday at Scott Field, Bell- 
ville, Ill., is to be reorganized. It 
lis estimated that by July 15, the five 
troupes will have played to about 
900,000 soldiers in 85-90 camps. 

Response of the trainees to the 
shows has been particularly terrific 
in the more remote camps housing 
boys who have seen very little live 
entertainment during their lives. At 
Camp Berkeley, Tex., for instance, a 
post with 18,000 soldiers, the show 
played to an audience of 21,000 in 
its two-night stamd. Most of the 
men stayed to see it at least twice 
and many of them were on hand for 
all four shows. 

Citizens Committee, unsuspecting 
of the popularity their presentations 
were to receive, is now making ex- 
tensive plans for fall shows. As re- 
sult of demand, it is hoping to put 
on legit comedies and small-cast mu- 
sicals. 

Unit B, the one which closed last 
week, was headed by Milton Douglas. 
Original closing sked called for C, 
topped by Harry Savoy, to wind up 
Saturday (12) at Brooks Field, San 
Antonio, Tex.; D, m.c.d by Don Rice 
to finish next Tuesday (15) at the 
Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Fla.; 
E, led by Don Cummings, to demise 
July 17 at the Norfolk, Va., naval 
base, and A, headed by Lew Parker, 
to wind up July 18 at Fort Knox, 
Ky. 
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LA BELLE HELENE 


band. James Banner is a lively 
hoofer and Rosetta LeNoire a worthy 
soubret. One of the best musical 
numbers is an alto trio involving 
Juno, Minerva and Venus. 


The Great Adventure 


(REVIVAL) 
New Hope, Pa., July 5. 


Kenyon Nicholson and Theron Bambere- 





ger present Pauline Lord in drama by 
Arnold 3ennett, with Barry Jones. Set- 
tings by Howard Bay. Directed by Don- 


ald Blackwell. Wresented at Bucks County 


Playhouse week of June 30, 1941. 

AIMS BARWRi: 62 6 cvweccccens EKdward Lester 
iam Carve. «ccseses TTL Terre Barry Jones 
DP. PERCOCs.<cccsee -Morton L. Stevens 
Edward Horning ‘Weve etawk el James Gregory 
WONOt CUDA, ssdbeussses siesta Pauline Lord 
Cyrus Carve....eeeeee-+-Maurice Colbourne 


MO. 6 00:0 60969-0.68006000600.6 0660 Alastair Kyle 
Pather Looe...ccccccceee nt. Clair Bayfield 
BOROTIG. TOGO ressccsceseess Patricia Calvert 
Lf Pre ee eee Ivan Doubble 
Peter Bornin®...i cceices: Kenneth Treseder 
|! PRP Peer cere ee Clarence Derwent 
SOMES SHAW. 0060605 0006600088 Stanley Bell 
COU. BUR Nia i 55054-080baGebeteand Jack Yule 
Mrs. Albert Shawn...ccce .Bernice Vert 


Lord Leonard 
on 


Alcar “Charles Francis 
Texel 


error ree ery Pe Tee ee eee Tee Otto Hulett 


Although Arnold Bennett’s ‘The 
Great Adventure’ was skedded for 
fall production with Pauline Lord in 
the leading role, plans to resurrect 
the 35-year-old comedy have report- 
edly been abandoned following its 
week’s ‘tryout’ at the Bucks County 
Playhouse. Reason for change of 
mind is quite apparent, for Bennett’s 
long-winded excursion into the 
realm of the theatre is definitely 
dated stuff today and wouldn’t stand 
a chance on Broadway. Despite top- 
notch performances by Miss Lord 
and Barry Jones, play holds little in- 
terest. with Bennett’s gentle 7*“2s at 





so 


Saga THR rae 


and customs, and its attitude peer 


art, providing a 
S| today. 
- ‘Adventure’ 


negative reaction 


is the flimsy little 
-| comedy about a celebrated English 
painter, Ilam Carve, whose lifelong 
) shyness and seclusion on the Conti- 
nent enable him to carry through the 
deception of being dead (actually his 
valet, dies, but no one knew the dif- 
ference). Hence, Carve lives to see 








Army Troupe 


Continued from page 45 





himself ‘buried’ with honors in West- 
minster Abbey, and the resultant 
; complications, as he lives a placid 
| existence in Putney with a matri- 
|! monial-agency wife who believes 
| she’s married to the valet, make for 
pretty lame comedy. Bennett is 
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Wheeler 


tain and cloudy, with the Senate 
Interstate Commerce Committee's 
hearings still recessed and no definite 
plans for resuming sessions as was 
expected when the first oratorical 
blizzard faded two weeks ago. In- 
dustry people are hoping and huddl- 
ing, though no real headway is vis- 
ible even to those on the inside. 

If the industry heads can demon- 
strate they are striving in good faith | 
to reconcile their jealousies and con- 
flicts, Chairman Burton K. Wheeler 
of the Senate group probably will 
ask the FCC to delay enforcement of 
the stringent commandments and to 
sit down with the broadcasters in an 
attempt to negotiate an armistice. 
Wheeler hopes this can be accom- 
plished, but does not seem disposed 
to ask the Commish to back up until 
the split within radio ranks has been 
closed. Or until he is assured there 
is a prospect of getting an agreement. 

Parleys have occurred both in New 
York and in Washington. Industry 
heads have met with Wheeler, who 
advised them his committee will 
keep an eye on the situation but in- 
dicated the White resolution—form- 
ally calling on the regulators to su- 
spend enforcement of the reforms— 
is dead as far as he is concerned. So 
far, there has been no meeting be- 
tween the chain executives and the 
Commish, although FCC Chairman 
James L. Fly had a tete-a-tete with 
Wheeler more than a week ago. 


Might Clarify Appeals 

The idea is, as things stand, that 
any principles which can be agreed 
upon—such as reciprocal contract 
cancellation privileges, limitations 
on exclusivity, and less option time 
—could be embodied in the Commu- 
nications Act. Congress also might 
undertake to clarify the appeals pro- 
visions of the statute, making more 
certain the rights of licensees to 
seek court reviews. CBS proposal to 
license networks, although disagree- 
ment continues about such a move, 
could be written inté law, also. 

Wheeler feels the industry ought 
to alter its methods to a consider- 
able extent, but at the same time he 
believes the regulators went much 
too far. The Montana Democrat is 
represented as agreeing networks 
cannot function without some option 
time, for instance, and that the Com- 
mish should be more lenient about 
forcing NBC to unload one of its 
two skeins. 

The idea of trying to work out 
some understanding appeals to both 
NBC and CBS, but Mutual is pic- 
tured as refusing to give any ground, 
Until the three webs make peace, 
there is little chance that Wheeler 
will point a finger at the Commish. 
Parleys were due to continue in New 
York this week. 

The industry—that is, CBS, NBC, 
and National Association of Broad- 
casters—is not willing to admit that 
the action of the Commish was jus- 
tified by the present statute or to 
sign away rights to fight the issue of 
validity in the courts. There is no 
concrete plan so far—none appar- 
ent from the outside, at any rate—to 
ask a judicial review until the pros- 
pect of a compromise has been ex- 
plored further. Neither Columbia 
nor National was moved to get a re- 
prieve from the Commish, since both 
chains still are optimistic about 
Wheeler’s advising the regulators to 














make a strategie retreat. They are 
prepared to use both avenues, 
though. 


Nothing Conciliatory 
_ The Commish majority, despite 
PR SSOLD PIA TES SRR ee 
has done nothing conciliatory. Chair- | 
man Fly told Varmry Monday (7) | 
that any request for postponement | 
of the rules will be considered ‘sym- 
pathetically,’ but emphasized that no 
request has been made for any stay. 
His manner clearly indicated the re- 
formers will .0t afford any respite 
on their own initiative. When told 
Wheeler reputedly thinks the effec- 
tive date should be deferred, the 
head regulator commented he has not 
heard from the Montana Senator to 
that effect. 


Resumption of the senate hearings 





Urges Compromise 


Continued from page 23, 


Teddy Ryan 











conjectural, is generally expected. 
Chairman James I.. Fly was prom- 
ised an opportunity to return for 
the purpose of rebutting testimony 
of anti-monopoly reform opponents, 
while Senator Charles W. Tobey of 
New Hampshire is still dissatisfied 
with certain pieces of the evidence. 
Keeping his own counsel, Tobey is 
reported anxious to call back Niles 


Trammell, William S. Paley, and 
Commissioner T, A. M. Craven, be- 
sides possibly digging into the 


WMCA, New York, sale. 
Tobey Curious 


Danger that Tobey might lead the 
committee off on a long detour—as 
happened last year when he forced 
hearings On the fitness of the late 
Thad H. Brown to remain on the 
Commish—may put a stop to any 
further committee proceedings. The 
New Hampshire Republican has 
shown deep interest in the WMCA 
case, as well as the unamplified as- 
sertions of Mark Ethridge about 
political influence and favoritism. If 
Tobey breaks loose, the hearings are 
liable to run along for a consider- 
able period, and nobody can tell who 
may be burned. Persons aware of 
Tobey’s curiosity will not be sur- 
prised if he demands testimony from 
Donald Flamm, former owner of 
WMCA; Edward Noble, the Life- 
saver mint magnate who acquired 
the transmitter last December; Wil- 
liam J. Dempsey, former FCC coun- 
sel who was Noble’s attorney; and 
Commish members who voted to ap- 
prove the transaction without a pub- 
lic hearing. 

Most members of the Senate com- 
mittee are pretty fed up with the 
rowing and only a few have a real 
interest in the various issues. 
Whether the FCC possesses power to 
enforce the anti-monopoly rules, 
whether the regulations are justi- 
fied by the facts, and what effect 
the reforms will have on broadcast- 
ing are matters that average Con- 
gressman considers of relatively 
scant importance. Though industry 
people profess to have lined up 14 
members of the 21-man group, only 
a half-dozen displayed more than 
passing interest during most of the 
gab sessions. 











Mutual Wary 


Continued from page 23 


should be extended from 28 to 60 
days. There has also been much dis- 
cussion on what should be consid- 
ered an option on converted hours 
and how many of these hours should 
be allocated to the web already hold- 
ing a contract with a station. 


Purpose? 

The two camps, NBC and CBS in 
one, and Mutual, in the other, are 
not even in agreement, it is said, on 
the underlying reason for Senator 
Wheeler’s promotion of these con- 
ferences. NBC-CBS figure that the 
three networks are to get together 
on a framework of network opera- 
tions that could be recommended to 
Congress for incorporation into the 
radio law, while Mutual seems to be 
of the impression that any accord 
among the network is to serve as 


the basis of a compromise with the 
PCC. 


In attendance at the three-network 
conference have been William S. 
Paley and Edward Klauber for CBS, 
Niles Trammell and Frank Mullen 
9 NBC and Fred Weber and Louis 

Senlawrell for MNS 
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Kennywood Park Pines 
Brad Hunt Ore Howard Becker Ore 
Jeanie Regal Trelon 
Billy Carmichael 4 Aces 
Merry-Go-Round Max Tarshis 
Joe Hart Ore Flo Parker 


Dick Harter 
New Penr 
Gay Carlisle Ore 


George Weber 
Yacht Club 
Archie Tarshis Ore 

Gus Van 
Singer Sis Line (6) 
Shirley Heller 


King Sis 
Penny Gray 


am dat Am Pah we 


(Tuesday) to the sponsors to con- 
tinue them indefinitely beyond the 
middle of this month, when the last 
of the five units out was scheduled 
to fold. It was originally thought 
that field maneuvers taking the sol- 
diers out of cantonments would 
make the shows impractical, but it 
has been discovered that there are 
always some troops left in each camp 
and it is possible to book around 
those in which too many of the boys 
have been called out on maneuvers. 
Meantime, however, General Mo- 
tors, which loaned the truck-stages 


about as subtle as a sledge-hammer 
in his curtain lines—and how they 
cry for subtleties! 

It's to the credit of Theron Bam- 
berger and Kenyon Nicholson, opera- 
tors of the Bucks Playhouse, that 
‘Adventure’ is given a first-class pro- 
duction. Donald Blackwell’s direc- 
tion makes the most of a dated script, 
while Howard Bay’s settings are of a 
type seldom encountered in the 
strawhat belt. Barry Jones runs off 
with acting honors, with Miss Lord 
relegated to secondary importance. 
Creditable performances are given 
by Morton L. Stevens. Maurice Col- 





tion is great stuff. He’s particularly 


_/ 


bourne and Patricia Calvert. 
Rosen. 





on which the units were performing, 
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look extremely dubious. Fly, though, 
promised the right to make rebut- 
tal, has said he no longer is anxious 


to return before the solons and is ' 


satisfied with things as they stand. 
Wheeler has done nothing about 
scheduling another session and is 
booked for speeches out of town 
both this week and next. 

Next move in the row over the 
FCC anti-monopoly orders remains 
problematical, with no definite date 
set even yet for further hearings by 
the Senate Interstate Commerce 
Committee. 

Resumption of the hearings next 
week, though everything remains 
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Nixon Cafe 
Al Marisce Ore 
Bob Carter 
Roshee & Lee 
Stewart & Lee 
Kretlow Gls 


Nut House 
Sherdina Wal! 
Ted Blake 
Joe Klein 
George Gregg 
Evelyn Nellis 
Kay Balfe 
Milly Bradley 
Pat Burns 
Charley Adams 

Oasis 
Joe Villella Or 
John Conte 
Joe Consolo 
Stu Braden 
Berry Anne 





, 
> 6 >“ = 





Sky-Vue 
Fran Eichler Ore 
Union Grill 


Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Jon Tio 
Kollette & Deane 
Marcia Wayne 
Harriet Brent 
3 Jerks 
Webster Halli 
Billy Merle Orc 
West View Purk 
Jimmy Gamble Orc 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 
Aerialettes 
Willows 
Art Farrar Orc 
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Broadway 


John Peter Toohey, press agent for 
Sam H. Harris shows, home ill again. 
Frank Smith, manager of the Bar- 
rymore, operated on in Newark hos- 
ital. 
~o Kaufman in excellent health 
now, having dropped 37 pounds dur- 
ing illness. 

Walter Marshall again operating 
the City Room, a cafe now on East 
48th street. 

Stagehands union’s floral offering 
for Sam H. Harris’ funeral was the 
most elaborate. 


Elliott Shapiro leaves today (Wed- 
nesday) on an eigh*-day motor tour 
of New England. 


Charles McDenalc, N. Y. division 
manager for RKO, leaves next week 
on a Caribbean cruise. 

T. H. Druitt presented with gold 
wrist watch by Lambs, marking 25 
years as club’s secretary. 


Ruth Morrow, Universal's daily 
newspaper contact, recuperated from 
minor operation, back in office. 


Denys Wortman, World-Telly car- 
toonist, appearing in ‘The Male Ani- 
mal’ at a Martha’s Vineyard straw- 
hat this week. 


Madeleine Carroll in New York 
last week for a few days on her re- 
turn from Caribbean location shoot- 
ing of ‘Bahamas Passage.’ 


Charlie Koerner on his first in- 
spection tour since becoming g.m. of 
RKO theatres. Will be away from 
New York for the next three weeks. 


After much red-tape delay, Paul 
Draper and Heidi Vosseler, socialite 
danseuse, finally got married in Rio 
de Janeiro. They sail for home next 
week. 


Charlie Pettijohn, general counsel 
of the Hays office, became a grand- 
pappy Monday morning when a son 
was born to Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. 
Pettijohn, Jr., in Hollywood. 

Henry (Cross and) Dunn goes into 
training today (Wednesday) with the 
Brooklyn Dodgers on the promise 
from Leo Durocher that he'll reduce 
his surplus weight by 20 pounds. 


Will Geer, final Jeeter Lester in 
‘Tobacco Road,’ was host July 4 at 
new home in West Nyack to the bal- 
lad singers being used by the Garri- 
son Film Co. in a documentary pic. 

Nearly all picture home offices, 
excepting those with air-condition- 
ing (Columbia, UA and 20th-Feox), 
quit work early most of time last 
week during the intense, prolonged 
heat wave. 

Maj. Frederick Herron, Hays office 
foreign department chief, on leave of 
absence while on active army duty, 
in town for brief visit. He’s in 
charge of the army's film buying- 
booking division. 

Theatrical attorney, Judge Walter 
C. B. Schlesinger’s daughter, Mar- 
jorie (professionally Marjorie An- 
gelle) debuting at Greybarn Theatre, 
Wilton, Conn., new strawhat directed 
by Robert Keyworth. 

Peyton Gibson, secretary of Uni- 
versal Pictures, started active army 
duty Monday (7) for a. one-year 
stretch in the office of Air Corps 
Chief, Washington. He is a major 
in U. S. Air Corps Reserve. 

Teddy Carr, United Artists joint 
managing director :in England, now 
visiting in this country, planed to the 
Coast over the weekend for a week 
of look-seeing and confabs with UA 
producers. 

Dick Condon on the road winding 
up magazine commitments for Walt 
Disney before pulling out as public- 
ity head July 15 to join Hal Horne in 
manufacture and _ distribution of 
novelty musical instruments. 

Max Milder, WB British head, now 
in the U. S., left New York for the 
Coast, Sunday (6), for confabs with 
Jack Warner. Returns end of the 
week. 

Al Sherman, Columbia shorts de- 
, rchaneag p.a., has sold the files of 

oseph Pulitzer and the N. Y. World, 
which 





he acquired from a _ junk 








|to Empire theatre on Broadway for| 


| 


| 


| 


|it here at Playhouse in their back- | 





| 


with Antonio Momplet directing. 

Studio Rio de la Plata planning 
super production of ‘No Tengo Rival’ 
(‘I Have No Rival’), by Koller and 
Cortazo, and starring Augusto Co- 
deca. 

Rachel Berendt, French actress 
living here, will have top role in 
‘Una vez en la Vida’ (‘Once in a 
Lifetime’), Libertad Lamarque’s 
starrer, at Sono Film. 


Comedy company of Camila Qui- 
roga doing English three-acter, 
‘Ladies in Retirement,’ translated by 
Francisco Madrid as ‘Mujeres en el 
Ocaso’ for Teatro / rgentino. 

Mecha Ortiz rehearsing ‘Y Eso Es 
Portarse Bien?’ (‘Is This Behaving 
Yourself?’), based on W. Somerset 
Maugham comedy, translated into 
Spanish by Edmundo Bianchi. 


Pampa Films’ ‘El Cura Gaucho’ 
(‘The Gaucho Priest’) got top notices 
at out-of-town openings in Mar del 
Plata and Montevideo, Uruguay. 
B. A. preem delayed because of diffi- 
culty in getting theatre. 

Release date for Samuel Eichel- 
baum’s new drama, ‘Verguenza de 
Querer’ (‘Shame of Loving’), set by 
Enrique Gustavino’s comedy com- 
pany at the Marconi. Eichelbaum’s 
‘El Guapo del 900’ was last year’s 
national prize winner. 


‘Persona Honrada se _ WNecesita’ 
(‘Honest Person Needed’) picked as 
title for Francisco Mujica’s newest 
for Sono Films, Story by Pondal 
Rios y Olivari, with the aid of Fran- 
cisco Oyarzabel, will star Francisco 
Petrone and Alicia Vignoli. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


Paul Gallico deserting his Stock- 
ton, N. J., farm across the Delaware 
River while it is being enlarged for 
a rented shack here. Hammering 
interferes with his scribbling. 

Arthur Hopkins, Max Gordon, 
William Herz, Alan Hewitt. Janet 
Fox and Arthur Sheekman down to 
catch Pauline Lord in ‘The Great 
Adventure’ at Bucks County Play- 
house. 

Aileen Talmee of Vogue summer- 
ing nearby at Solebury, Pa. 


Aline Bernstein and Danny Lang, 








latter of N. Y. Post, guesting at Sam! 


and Bella Spewack’'s 
Bush road. 

Mady Christians in Sunday (6) to 
catch dress rehearsal of ‘The Good 
Fairy,’ starring Walter Slezak and 
Katherine’ Locke at Playhouse: Miss 
Locke, local gal, made her New Hope 


farm on Windy 


debut Monday (8) in the Molnar 
comedy. Humyn Cronyn = staged 
‘Fairy.’ He’s starring next week in 


‘Golden Boy.’ 

S. J. and Laura Peretman’s house 
at Erwinna, Pa., featured in Sunday 
Philly Record, which is running a 


series on Bucks County’s literati 
manses. 
Journal cartoonist C. D. Russel 


visiting Harry Haenigsens. 

Phyllis Perlman, George Abbott 
p.a., down each weekend. Hubby 
Theron Bamberger is co-producing 
at Playhouse with Ken Nicholson. 

Howard Lindsay and _ Dorothy 


|Stickney at their Flemington. N. J., 


farm Sunday and Monday, returning 


‘Life With Father’ weekdays. 
George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart 
reconsidering their decision not to 
send ‘George Washington Slept Here’ 
on the road for the fall. Impressed 
with healthy audience reaction at 
boxoffice at strawhats. Both caught 


yards. 





Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John Bartholomew 


Charlie Barnet’s band at Dorney’s. | 


dealer, to Joseph Pulitzer, Jr. Lat- | Tamiment. 


University. 


Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 

Elizabeth Zug, U. S. concert 
Pianist, opened series at Odeon. 

Brazilian singer Cristina Maris- 
tany opened series at the Casino. 

Teatro Experimental de 
Aires opened first Theatre School 
here. 

B. A. film critics honored at din- 
ner of La Asociacion Mutual Cine- 
matogrifica. 

_ Gloria Guzman on interior tour 
including Teatro Municipal in Santa 
Fe, and Cordoba’s Odeon 

Corps of the Paris Russian Opera, 
with Cirilot Slaviansky d’Agreheff, 
finishes series at Odeon. 

San Miguei Studios signed Jose 
Mujica, Mex singer, for three picts. 
Eduardo Morera to meg. 

Baires Fiims finally started on 
Rosita Moreno’s ‘La Hora de la Sor- 
presas’ (‘Hour of Surprises’). Daniel 
Tinayre is directing. 

Lola Membrives, Spanish actress, 
drawing surprisingly well in Jacinto 
Benavente’s ‘La Malquerida’ (‘The 
Unloved One’) at the Avenida. 
Grinding of ‘El Hermano Jose’ 
(Brother Joseph’), starring Pepe 
Arias and Slivia Legrand, started, 


| 


| 


| 


Buenos | 
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Poconos. 

Virginia Romfhis the Miami voca- 
lovely with Don Ray’s band in the 
grill at Buckwood Inn, Shawnee-on- 
Delaware. 

Dick O’Conner, former Comerford 
theatre organist, featured nightly at 


the Hammond in the Penn-Stroud’s | 


English grill. 

Cornelia Stabler Gillam, director 
of the Buck Hill Players, announces 
July 18 as opening date for presenta- 
tion of Turner Bullock's ‘Lady of 
Letters.’ 

Ina Ray Hutton’s orch at Saylor’s 
Lake Pavilion, Saylorsburg, on Sat- 
urday (12). Lou Breese’s band fol- 
lows next week (19), with Frankie 


Masters crew coming up. ‘ 


London 


Geraldo has leased Gerry Free- 





| year. 

Lou Jackson definitely set to go to 
America Aug. 15, and has already 
obtained his exit permit. 


Stanley. Lupino has hopes of tak- 


have,’ to America after its English 
run. 

Leslie A. Macdonnell, recently pro- 
moted from pilot officer to fiying 
officer, further advanced to flying 
lieutenant. 

G. H. Carlisle (and Wellmon), for 
many years standard colored team 
in vaudeville, is now in the canteen 
| business, supplying the Government 
depots with eats. 

Frank Adey, who used to be the 
juve in the days when Ben Blue pre- 
sented vaudeville units in England, 
is now manager for Jack Hylton's 
‘Garrison Theatre’ touring revue. 


open Charleston championship here 
at Albert Hall some years ago, and 
has been vaudeville performer since, 
4 quit, and is now in the button 
iz. 

Jean Carr, in ‘Apple Sauce,’ Pal- 
ladium musical, slipped over the 
running staircase doing an unre- 
hearsed somersault, which incapaci- 
tated her for several days. 
for a time with bandaged arm. 

That Coliseum theatre venture of 
Jack Hylton, presenting the London 
Philharmonic Orchestra, turned out 
to be a sleeper for the batoneer-im- 
presario. Concert was a sellout on 
opening day and business continued 
brisk for a time. 

Theatrical costumers are reaping 
a new harvest, now that the Gov- 
ernment has ruled that clothes are 
to be rationed. They are disposing 
of their old rags, which have been 
laid up for years, and which have 
been a liability to them for a decade. 

Manning Sherwin, American com- 
poser, who wrote the score of ‘Up 
and Doing,’ the Firth Shephard suc- 
cess at the Saville theatre, is part 
composer of ‘Rise Above It,’ the new 
revue at Comedy theatre, and is also 
writing the music for new Shephard 
musical. 

Warner epic, ‘You Can’t Escape 
Forever, recently finished at Ted- 





| dington studios, changed to ‘This 
Was Paris,’ while new one, follow- | 


|ing ‘Paris’ into production, will be 
| monikered ‘Road to Lisbon,’ instead 
|of ‘Death Over Portugal,’ as was 
| intended. 

| Hartley Power has joined the cast 
|}of Stanley Lupino-Jack Hylton-Wil- 
jliam Mollison musical, ‘Lady Be- 
| have,’ due at His Majesty’s theatre 
|after provincial tryout. Power, who 
|plays part of American scenarist, 
| has to dance, and he hasn’t done that 
}in 20 years, 

| John Corfield already has script 
ready for another picture he will do 
for Oscar Deutsch as soon as he 
|completes the Vic Oliver film, also 
for Deutsch. Picture will have 
| vaudeville life as background, with 
| Sutherland Felce, local emcee, likely 
| to play one of the leads. 


By Eric Gorrick 





| Universal has sent Deanna Durbin 
| 1,500 signatures from Aussie brides- 
| to-be wishing her good luck in her 
| married life. 
Eddie Marcel has joined the Tivoli 
| loop as m.c. Formerly came here 
with Switzerland Ice Show for Wil- 
liamson-Tait. 

N. P. Pery has arrived in this sec- 
tor to act as Columbia’s supervisor 


the Far East. 

Excepting for propaganda 
local studios are dark and there’s no 
indication of any future activity 





| with features. 


| Sue Mitchell and Royal Palm 
| Swingsters head bill at Palm Room 
|of Penn-Atlantic Hotel. 
| Johnny Hamp’s orch playing at 
| Chelsea Hotel Grill and Terrace, 
| which opened Thursday (3). 
| Foxwell brothers 
wood Music Bar on Boardwalk Fri- 
|day (4). Dan Carr’s band playing. 
500 Club opened for season Fri- 
|day (4) with Dorothy Blaine, Don 
| Richard and Natalie and Paul Dar- 
nelle heading program. 

Garden Pier theatre will donate 
Mal of this week’s proceeds of ‘The 





Male Animal’ to Atlantic County 
| Committee for Prevention of Blind- 


| ness. 
Charlie Barnet started five-day en- 


|man’s flat in Grosvenor Square for a | 


ing his new musical play, ‘Lady Be- | 


Billy Shaw, American, who won | 


Worked | 


covering Australia, New Zealand and | 


pix, | 


opened Holly- | 


| gagement at Steel Pier Monday (7). 


| Benny Goodman, who played Sun- 
|day (6), returns Saturday and Sun- 
|day (12 and 13). 

Harry Richman to top vaude pro- 
|} gram at Hamid’s Million Dollar Pier 
Saturday and Sunday (12 and 13). 
Molly Picon to open week's engage- 
ment Monday (13). 
orch started week's play Monday (7). 

William Madden's orch playing in 
Stratosphere Room of Hotel Tray- 
more, which opened for season Sat- 
i'urday (5). Madden's orchestra also 
plays for cocktail hour in newly 
opened Patio of hotel. 

Treasure Island Room of Brigan- 

ltine Hotel (on Brigantine Island 
across bay from A. C.) reopened for 
|season Friday (4) with David S. 
Leister as manager. Adrian Rollini’s 
| Trio and Pedro Albani played over 
| holiday weekend. 
George Hamid celebrated 35th an- 
niversary of coming to America with 
party at his home, No. 1 Atlantic 
Ocean, which is old Young residence 
on end of pier. Hamid came here as 
immigrant boy with Armenian 
troupe of acrobats. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 











Hal Zeiger made Stan Zucker's 
| local orch-booking rep. 

Jack Pierson closing swank Gour- 
met Club until Sept. 10. 

Dwight Fiske checking into 
Mounds Club Thursday (10). 

Ed Fischer, former maestro, shelv- 


the 


tate company. 

Joe De Maggio, accordionist with 
Ambassadors at Petite cafe, now tot- 
ing an army gun. 

Bill McLaughlin, arranger, front- 
ing for Hal Lynn’s dance unit while 
leader’s serving army stretch. 

Irene Kessler, singing wife of 
Sammy Sax, Palace backstage sound 
man, missed by night club crowd. 
It’s a baby girl. ; 

Rudy McKool from Boston direct- 
ing new strawhatter tagged Lake 
| Shore Playhouse in opener, ‘Accent 
on Youth.’ Preem of barn theatre 
made comedy of errors when play 
had to go on minus a curtain. 

Lester Lang of Dallas Little Thea- 
tre came up from Texas to guest- 
direct Barclay Leathem’s troupe at 
new Valleevue Farm theatre. Started 
| season Monday (7) with revived old- 
itime thriller, ‘Love Rides the Rails 





| or Will the Mail Train Run Tonight?’ | 











| LaGuardia Airport 


aa continued from page } 





there as you'll see at any of 
| burley houses—and under the cop- 
| ping-a-peak system, which has sev- 
eral advantages over the 
system. The s.a. department prob- 
ably wasn’t planned that way but it 


long runway. 


For excitement there are planes 


a wanderer at heart, you can always 
| imagine yourself getting on or get- 
ting out of a plane. That costs 
nothing and is an avenue of escape. 
| There’s always the possibility of see- 

ing a celeb or two, including a 

Hollywood star,--dashing into New 
| York or dashing back to the Coast 
| Hollywood stars always dash] 
There is always the excitement and 
sorrow of farewells. Here you get a 


business That’s 
You can do it quite 


| other person's 
a human failing. 


go to the theatres or to the summer 
resorts and that’s a potent number 


|in any man’s town. Everything they | 


get and everything they see, they 
have to pay for. Nothing is for free. 
| Like night baseball it’s a theatre 
man’s headache. 
Unlike other forms 
the theatre man can’t combat it 
can’t land a plane in his lebby [with 
| the exception currently of the Bun- 
| dles-for-Britain Messerschmitt dis- 
| play in the Warner theatre at 25c a 
| look] so he’s just out of luck 
LaGuardia field is one of the best 


of opposition 


| buys in New York if you are fond | 


lof wishful thinking. And who isn’t? 


Dick Rogers’ | 


ing violin to sell houses for real es- | 


at a shapely leg you can see as much | 
the | 


see-it-all | 


works out alright. For instance 
there’s the prevailing wind. It’s al-| 
ways there. Then there’s the mile 


always going and coming. If you are | 


chance to stick your nose into some | 


He | 





Hollywood 





| Joseph Schenck laid up for a week 
with flu. 

| Heather Angel suing Ralph Forbes 
for divorce. 

Dave Epstein back from two weeks 
in New York. 

Al Levy’s Tavern 
$25,000 by fire. 

Dr. ‘Think-a-Drink’ Hoffman being 
sued for divorce. 
| Victor Moore reported for picture 
| work at Paramount. 
| Milt Howe moved from 
to RKO as head planter. 

Edgar Bergen booked at the Min- 
|nesota State Fair Aug. 21. 
| Phil Reisman in town for RKO 
| huddles on foreign distribution. 

Steve Broidy shifted his permanent 
| base from Boston to Hollywood. 
| David O. Selznick back to work 
after ogling the Broadway plays. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., back from 
a good will tourn of South America. 

Frank Nugent back at 20th-Fox 
| after a month’s vacation on Broad- 
way. 

roy Lusing on deferment from 
film hoofing to join the U. S. in- 
fantry. 

Jerry Hoffman succeeded Johnny 
Miles as chief publicity planter at 
Warners. 

Roy Rogers 
after six weeks 
| south and east. 
| Louis B. Mayer celebrated his 56th 
| birthday July 4 with a studio party 
| two days earlier. 
| Kenneth Thomson back at his 
| Screen Actors Guild post after two 
| weeks in the east. 
| Marion Talley granted a divorce 
tfrom Adolph G. Eckstrom and cus- 
,tody of their child. 
| Victor McLaglen back from an 
eastern stage tour to team up with 
Edmund Lowe at RKO. 

Ben Fish, brother of Samuel Gold- 
wyn, resigned as far western district 
manager for United Artists. 

Macdonald Carey, of the Broadway 
stage, makes his film debut in ‘Take 
a Letter, Darling’ at Paramount. 

Richard Carroll checked out of his 
writing job at Columbia to become 
a captain in the Army Signal Corps 
Reserve. 

Lee Bonnell left for Denver, on 
|leave from his RKO contract for six 
| weeks of legit training at Elitch 
| Gardens. 
| Fred MacMurray aired out for his 
j}home town, Beaver Dam, Wis., to 
celebrate 100th anniversary of its 
civic birth. 

Cecil B. De Mille becomes an 
lactor again for one scene in 
|‘Glamour Boy,’ playing himself as a 
director. 

Eddie Blondel], vaude veteran and 
|father of Joan Biondell, recovering 
from immersion shock after falling 
off Dick Powell’s yacht. 

Ralph Morgan elected chairman of 
|executive committee of Motion Pic- 
ture Relief Fund, Inc., succeeding 
Mary C. McCall, Jr., resigned. 

Nedda Harrigan, widow of Walter 
| Connolly, filed a $20,000 suit for dou- 
ble indemnity against two insurance 
companies, claiming her husband's 
death was due to an injury. 

Richard Baer checked out as 
shorts director at Paramount to 
teach defense training courses at 
| University of Southern California, 
under an appointment from Wash- 
ington. 


was damaged 


20th-Fox 





back on his horse 
of touring in the 





St. ™ | 


By Sam X. Hurst 


Harvey M. Hemenway, member 
of IATSE, Local No. 143, died after 
|a brief illness. Widow survives. 


| Dakota, South St. Louis nabe. and 


the Norman, another in St. Louis 

County shuttered for the summer? 
Ivan Hubbs has opened his new 

St. Louis County cafe and nitery. 


Spot said to have cost around $50,- 


Spot still one of the biggest draws 
in this neck of the woods. 

‘Lady in Waiting’ current at Town 
Square theatre, strawhatter atop a 
west end office building. Standouts 
in cast are Billie Lou Watt, Kenneth 
Stelloh, Mary Blattner, Jane Bruce, 
Gene Marshall, Toby McBratney, 
Retty McGrew Fowlston and Robert 
McClellan. 

Sydney Busch, Emily Coleman, J. 
Scott Robertson, Jackman Bieger 
and Max Cole in support for Philip 
Merivale in “The Talley Method,” 
new here, and current at the Civie 
' theatre, St. Louis County strawhat- 
\ter. Merivale is playing the role of 
Dr. Axton Talley, as he did in New 
| York. 
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SAM H. HARRIS 
Sam H. Harris, 69, died July 2 of 
cancer in his apartment in the Ritz 
Tower, New York. 
Details in legit section. 





AURIOL LEE 


Auriol Lee, 60, English director 
and actress who had staged such 
Broadway successes as ‘There’s Al- 
ways Juliet’ and ‘The Distaff Side,’ 
was killed July 2 near Hutchinson, 
Kans., when the automobile which 
she was driving skidded and left the 
road. She was on her way east from 
the Thermal, Cal., ranch of John van 
Druten, the English playwright, and 
was accompanied by Frank Epper- 
son, 27, of Thermal, who was not In- 
jured seriously. 

Miss Lee had just completed dis- 
cussions with Van Druten concern- 
ing his new play, ‘Solitaire,’ which 
Dwight Deere Wiman will produce 
next fall and which she was to di- 
rect. She had planned to attend the 
wedding of Wiman’s daughter, Kath- 
erine, to Dawson Glover, circulation 


manager of Golf magazine, in Green- | 


wich, Conn., on July 11. Later this 
summer she also was to have staged 
the American premiere of another 
Van Druten play, ‘Behold, We Live,’ 
at the Cape Playhouse, Dennis, 
Mass. 


Since Miss Lee had staged all of 
Van Druten’s plays both in London 
and New York, and had been active 
on Broadway as a director for more 
than a decade, her early days as an 
actress had become almost shrouded. 
She began a 40-year career in the 
theatre at the Drury Lane theatre, 
London, Nov.. 14, 1900, when she 
made her debut as the Hon. Mrs. 
Sydney in ‘The Price of Peace.’ 
Three years later she came to the 
U. S. and long appeared on the 
Broadway stage in varying roles. An 
extremely versatile actress, she 
trouped with Sir Johnston Forbes- 
Robertson and was seen in David 
Belasco’s “Tiger! Tiger!’ with Frances 
Starr, and Noel Coward’s ‘The Vor- 
tex’ among others. 

Born in London, Miss Lee invar- 
fably wore a monocle and was en- 
dowed with seemingly boundless 
energy. Widely traveled, she was 
wed to Frederick W. Lloyd, an actor, 
but that culminated in divorcee in 
1922. Among the many plays which 
she staged were such successes as 
‘Another Language, ‘After All,’ 
‘Most of the Game,’ ‘Leave Her to 
Heaven,’ ‘Gertie Maud’ and last sea- 
son’s ‘Old Acquaintance,’ which 
starred Jane Cowl and Peggy Wood. 


In accordance with Miss Lee’s 
wishes, she was buried in a local 
cemetery near the scene of her 
death. Surviving is a niece, Vir- 
ginia Field, a member of the cast of 
‘Panama Hattie.’ 





CHARLES K. ULRICH 


Charles K. Ulrich, 82, veteran 
newspaperman, playwright and film 
publicist, who was often termed the 
‘father of the pressbook,’ died July 
5 at his home in Long Island City, 
N. Y., from injuries which he re- 
ceived several months ago in a fall. 


With an extensive background in 
newspaper and theatrical circles, 
Ulrich joined the Paramount pub- 
licity staff in 1918. While with Par 
he developed the predecessor 
what is known as the modern press- 
book by combining every imaginable 


ee ee) 


accessories into one medium for the 
use of the exhibitor in selling his 
pictures, In later years he was also 
connected with Pathe and the Code 
Authority of the Motion Picture In- 


dustry. 

Born in Cincinnati, Ulrich was 
educated in nearby Covington, Ky., 
and started his newspaper career 
with the Cincinnati Enquirer as a 

ie special writer on theatrical news. 


Mm Later he worked as a cowpuncher in 
the southwest and in 1883 went to 
California where he remained for 
some 20 years as a reporter and edi- 
tor for several San Francisco news- 
papers. In later years he also was 
associated with the Chicago Tribune 
and for a time was special corre- 
spondent fer the New York Herald 
in South America and the West In- 
dies. 

Author of some 46 plays and 
vaudeville sketches, Ulrich’s first 
production, ‘An Aeronaut,’ was pro- 
‘duced in 1881. His best known play 
was ‘A Celestial Maid,’ a Chinese 
drama, unveiled at an Oakland, Cal., 
theatre in 1897. Besides contributing 
to a number of magazines, he also 
had written several novels, includ- 
ing ‘The Copper Cross,’ ‘The Dan- 
ger Signal’ and ‘Fires of Faith.’ 
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whom he wed in 1883; a son, Carl, 
land two daughters. 





CHARLES F. EYTON 


Charles F. Eyton, 70, producer and 

studio executive in the early days 
of silent films, died July 2 in Holly- 
wood after five-day attack of pneu- 
monia. At the height of his career 
he filled posts as general manager of 
Paramount Studios and production 
manager of the Famous Players- 
Lasky Corp. 
A New Zealander by birth, Eyton 
lentered show business as manager 
| of the Burbank theatre, Los Angeles, 
land later became associated with 
| Oliver Morosco in the formation of 
| the Oliver Morosco Photoplay Co. 

Among his numerous productions 
were the action serials starring his 
wife, Kathlyn Williams, They were 
married in 1916 and divorced 15 
years later in Reno. Divorce carried 
an agreement that each was to In- 
herit the other’s wealth in case of 
death. In addition to his early film 
activities, Eyton was an outstanding 
|referee in the prize ring and offici- 
ated in world’s championship battles 
at Tom McCarey’s old Vernon arena. 
He was one of the founders of the 
Los Angeles A.C. and its secretary 
for 35 years. 

Surviving is a sister. 


CRAIG WILLIAMS 


Craig Williams, 64, veteran legit 
actor who appeared in plays for 
years under the management of 
Charles Frohman, died of a heart 
attack July 5 at his home in a New 
York hotel. 

Williams, last seen on Broadway 
in ‘Madame Capet’ three seasons ago, 
was born in Germany and came to 
the United States as a boy of 13. A 
child actor abroad, he joined Froh- 
man’s company soon after arriving 
in New York. He was cast with 
Alice. Brady in ‘The Witch’ in 1926 
and_ also had a role in Sidney How- 
ard’s ‘Lucky Sam McCarvar.’ 

Among other plays in which Wil- 
liams was seen were ‘Window 
Panes,’ ‘The Rhapsody,’ ‘The Du 
Barry’ and ‘Play, Genius, Play.’ A 
member of the Friars Club and the 
Actors Fund, he had also appeared 
briefly in pictures with Gloria Swan- 
son and Bebe Daniels. 

Surviving is his widow, Beatrice. 
Funeral services were held in New 
York yesterday (Tuesday) and burial 
followed in the Actors Fund plot in 
Kensico Cemetery, N. Y. 
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HIRAM C. MILLER 


Hiram C. Miller, 74, bandmaster 
and composer, who also operated his 
Own music publishing house, died 
of a heart attack June 30 at the 
home of a son, H. Fred Miller, in 
Paoli, Pa. 

Though Miller was without benefit 
|} of a formal musical education he 
| wrote more than 300 compositions 
| during some 40 years. One of his 
| most popular works was a serenade, 
| ‘Cupid's Charm,’ which he wrote in 
| 1903. Another of his pieces, ‘The 
| American Bandsman March,’ when 
| played by a Kansas City band sev- 
eral years ago, won first prize of 
| $1,000 in a national competition. 
Most of his marches were published 
by his own firm. 

Besides his son, 
his widow, Ellen, 
| three other sons, 
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a daughter and 





| William T. Wilson, 78, retired film 
jexchange executive and father of 
Carey Wilson, Metro writer and pro- 
|ducer, died of a stroke July 3 at 
Hackensack hospital, Hackensack, 
|N. J. He had been in failing health 
|for several years. 

| In the early days of the film in- 
|dustry, Wilson had a hand in the 
|formation of several independent 


of most of the major film companies. 
He was the first president of the 
|First National Film Exchange in 
New York and upon retiring in 1933 
was connected with Loew’s, Inc. 

Besides his son, a daughter, Helen 
Wilson, of Rutherford, N. J., with 
| whom he lived, also survives. 








MARJORIE ESSEX 

Marjorie Essex, 41, youngest sis- 
ter of Violet Essex (Mrs. Charles 
Tucker), who died in America Jan. 
30, passed away in London May 30 
from heart disease. 

Deceased was in private life Mrs. 
David Drukker, and was on the 
stage for many years, having dur- 
ing the last war understudied her 
more famous sister in ‘Chu Chin 
Chow.’ She also appeared in ‘Hullo. 





Surviving are his widow, Cdafrie, 


America,’ in Which Elsie ‘Janis was 
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|Ted North, Jr., with 20th 
| Fox in Hollywood and father of Ted 
| North, 
|; North Players, died in 


fee ; . . ; hospital July 4. 
distributing companies and at inter- | 


' ° . ' 
|vals was associated with exchanges 








starred at the Palace, London, in 
1918. 
More recently she broadcast often 
for BBC until she retired last year. 
Leaves a son and daughter. 


LEONARD L. GALLAGHER 

Leonard L. Gallagher, 58, died at 
his home in Elmhurst, L. 1, Monday 
(7). For years he was connected 
with the Shuberts as house and com- 
pany manager, previously having 
been general manager for the late 
William Faversham. 

Abcut two years ago he was a 
patient at the Metropolitan hospital, 


; ‘ she er wanted it. * 
NY. with, @ heart conditjon and se Fields plans to leave the 19th 


ae |hole of the current war game about 
O eiiahiels affability won many | Aug. 23 and — a yr gh 
friends along Broadway but he had | cities in the eastern sector 0 e 
been seen around show business! U. S. on Aug. 29. There is no truth 
-— some time. A widow and two!in the rumor that the Collector of 
children survive, also a brother, John | Internal Revenue will recruit Miss 
F. Gallagher, carpenter at the Henry Fields for active duty here when 
Miller theatre, N.Y. Services will) the war’s over there. 
be held at St. Malachy's, N.Y., to-| Saturday’s calendar page also 
morrow (10) at 10 a.m. noted the return to his desk of 
genial Walter H. Neff, Pan American 
Airways exploitation expert, whose 
pleasing praise for his Clipper ships 
is a familiar tune to all who will 
listen to him. ‘Bob’ spent two weeks 
in Lisbon and the way stops used 
by his line’s floating and flying trol- 
ley cars, trying to find the square 
root of a bottle of Portuguese wine. 
Friday (4) saw that one-man In- 
dependence Day celebration, Cap- 
tain. John ‘Rabbit’ Kinrade, fly back 
into town from his artillery com- 
mand at Fort Meade, with the quiet 
and solemnity of a three-ring circus. 
South Dakota Jack, who tacked 
tunes on paper before his Uncle 
said ‘Hey, you,’ tells us the sad tale 
of having difficulties keeping his 
men out of Dakota gambling houses 
and has a shoulder holster full of 
Dakota money to prove his point, 
whick he must have made often. 
Columbia University’s gift to the 
American army is in town to cele- 
'brate his birthday and his first 21- 
day furlough, a combination that 
should return prosperity to the 
town’s niteries. 
In From Monte Carlo 
Pretty Catherine Dreyfus, here ‘to 














their profits to the government or 
to relief agencies. Miss Fields ap- 
parently would rather have called a 
fielder’s choice on the question, but 
finally ice-cubed: ‘No, it is all our 
}individual effort.’ Up to the time 
the Clipper was reported landing at 
Lisbon, Portugal, no one figured out 
her answer and, perhaps, that was 
the way. the pleasant-mannered sing- 








CHARLES M. LUBER 


Charles M. Luber, 65, former 
owner of the old Arch Street the- 
atre, Philadelphia, died Monday (7) 
in Miami after a month’s illness. 

The Arch Street, once a famous 
legiter, was in its latter years a 
Yiddish playhouse. Three years ago 
it was demolished for a parking lot. 

Luber had been in the hotel busi- 
ness in Miami. Survived by widow, 
and daughter. Funeral in Philadel- 
phia tomorrow (Thursday ). 





GUISEPPI BOGHETTI 

Guiseppi Boghetti, 45, voice 
teacher, whose pupils included Ma- 
rian Anderson, Jan Peerce and 
Helen Traubel, died July 5 in a 
Huntington, L. I., hospital, after a 
brief illness following a stroke. 

He had formerly sung in European 
concert and opera before turning to 
teaching. 

Widow and son survive. 





FRANK V. KELLY 


Frank V. Kelly, 58, sales engineer | 
for the ,Capehart Division of the 





’ sie try my luck’ after a whirl at the 
Farnsworth 4 or as ae |\Theatre of Monte Carlo, in Free | 
Fort Wayne, Ind., died July 1 of a France, Clippered in on the mid- 


heart ailment. He went to Fort 
Wayne in 1926 and was associated 
with the Packard Music Co. for 
several years. 

Widow, four daughters, 
brothers and a sister survive. 


week flying boat to offer Broadway 
'a look-see at her comedienne rou- 
tine. A grad~of the Jonvet Dra- 
matic School, the lovely French gal 
| declined to discuss the situation pol- 
jitic. Most of her family are still in 
the north of France. 


MARIE SAMARY . 
Marie S 93 French | ,, Miss Dreyfus took a powder from 
Marie Samary, 93, dean of Frenc |Paris some three months ago, fol- 


“bee ge and member of a theatrical | lowing in the footsteps of her 
amily famed for its interpretations | brother, a French army officer who 
of Moliere, died in Paris, according | j. now hiding in Spain from the 
a iy Sevrie bd gg Bd 1. ; German ‘liberators.’ The gal’s right 

ao ia ee 4 yh 4A a | name is Catherine Moissan, a niece 
garde or her mother roles a the | of France's General 


deon and Comedie Francaise is | 
prorasdcie Tey ran Francaise, Paris | son about whom she has heard noth- 
government theatres. 


JOHN L. LAMSON 


John L. Lamson, 47, who had| 
roles in several plays presented by | 
the Theatre Guild, died July 4 at) 
the home of his sister, Mrs. Fredric 
H. Cruger, in New York. 

He retired several years ago due | 
to failing health. 

AL FISHER 

‘Big Hat’ Al Fisher, out ahead of | 
the Huggins Model Shows, died sud- | 
denly in Montana last week. He 
was about 50 years old. 

Survived by widow and son. 
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detour for Nazi 
The same Clipper carried svelte 
Margot Grahame in from a Ber- 
muda vacation. 
theatre and 
utes later for Halifax, N. S.. where 
her No. 1 boy, Captain Allan Mce- 
Martin, of the Canadian Army,. is 
stationed waiting to view his wife. 
The .mid-week outbound Clipper 
carried Harden G. Cooke, assistant 


automobiles. 


Press Wireless, Inc., to London. via 
Lisbon, to see what can be done to 





cilities. 

ED GUHL | Se test neuen ae 

v1 om 4.3 2. ~ she? a. ~ = > o > a ee | 
= wi ARR LAO ANS Oe 75 A ta pe trae > a 
|Nevans and Guhl, Ed and George | Eastern Airlines’ way from At- 
|Guhl) of vaude and musical comedy, | Janta, and sTWAtoliner on out to! 
| died July 2 at Peekskill, N. Y. Serv-| Los Angeles for a new pie with | 
ices and burial in N. Y. July 5. hardly a nod at Father Knicker- 





William Steinel, grandfather of 


Buddy Rogers go to L. A. the TWA 
Century- 


Harrisburg, Pa., while Mary guest- 
of-honored at a Gettysburg cere- 
mony; and.Countess Morsztyn, who | 
| toured the world with Paderewski, 
| fly in from Chic 

Mother of Knox Manning, KNX | funeral of na Pelee eRe ge Ba 
(Hollywood) newscaster, died June man. igi 
29 in Worcester, Mass. The rush of business that flooded 
the Hotel New Yorker's airport 
restaurants earlier in the year ap- 
parently has fallen off for, despite 
the heat wave, the restaurant man- 
agement has not been able to afford 
to purchase fans or other cooling 
devices for its Coffee Shop. The 
Frank Andrews’ eatery got away 
without fans last summer and, 


for many years 


with Ted 
Milwaukee | 





Proletarian Theatre, 
Gov’t-Backed, for Mex 


. Mexico City, July 8. 
Establishment here of a municipal 
theatre similar to those in American 
cities is being arranged by the civic 


Gracie Fields Returns 


Continued from page 2 


| 
| suly 6, in Yuma, Ariz. 
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sons past, was open only to mem- 
bers but this year the Pan-Am Clip- 
per captains started a trend that re- 
sulted in the place being opened to 
the public, who like to combine their 
appetites and aviation. 

Early in the week, the Airport-on- 
the-parkway was turned upside 
down when a_e delegation from 
Neighbor Berle’s family came in to 
see their Milton and his Ma leave 
in a United Air Line plane for Chi- 
cago. Milton was so excited that he 
was dropping cigarettes all over the 
passenger ramp and almost kissed 
a city policeman good-bye. Although 
his own column reported him travel- 
ing to Chi by railroad, let Milton 
now be told that the winged, two- 
engine vehicle he boarded at La- 
Guardia Field was no locomotive re- 
gardless of what his agent may have 
told him. 











de Tejada Memorial 


Mexico City, July 8. 

Music lovers and the government 
are completing plans for the erection 
here of a monument to Miguel Lerdo 
de Tejada, Mexican composer and 
conductor of the Mexican ‘Typical 
Orchestra,’ which has played fre- 
quently in the U. S., who died re- 
cently. 

Funds for the monument are to be 
obtained by public subscription. 





MARRIAGES 


Ruth Jacobson to Leonard Allen, 
in N. Y., July 11. Groom is a free- 
lance radio scripter. 

Kay Sutton to Ensign Cliff Weaver, 
Bride is a 
film actress. 

Maria Luisa Lopez to Bernard 
Francis Flynn, Jr., July 12, in New 
York. She’s a nitery entertainer. 

Heidi Veossler to Paul Draper in 








Albert Mois- | 


ing since the fall of that pile of | 
concrete that was supposed to be a| 


The redhead of the | 
screen left a few min-| 


general manager of San Francisco's | 


| 
| expedite news communication fa- | 





bocker’s village; Mary Pickford and | 


Rio de Janeiro July 1. Both are 
dancers. 

Cleatus Caldwell to Ken Murray, 
film, stage and radio comic, July 4, 
in Hollywood. Shke’s a film actress. 

Rosemary DeCamp to Judge John 
Shidler, June 29, in Los Angeles. 
She’s a radio actress. 

Walter Brown to Ruth Taylor in 
Spartanburg, S. C., July 3. Brown 
is manager and v.p. of Spartanburg 
Advertising Co., owning and operat- 
ing stations WSPA and WORD, 
Spartanburg. Bride’s father is pres- 
ident of company. 

William T. Hastings 


to Carrie 


Mabel Scarborough, in Cincinnaii, 
July 2. Groom is manager of RKO 
Grand, Cincy. 


Virginia McWhitter to Morrie 
Nimmer, in Wenatchee, Wash., June 
28. He’s manager of Evergreen film 
theatres in Wenatchee. 

Mrs. Newton Kendall to Wolfe 
Kaufman, July 5, in Yuma, Ariz. 
She’s a script clerk at Metro; he’s 
a mag writer, Coast correspondent of 
Newsweek and formerly of VARIETY. 





Florence Tali to Louis Stevens, 
July 6, in Reno. Groom is a film 
writer, 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Winters, 


daughter, in 
Father is a filn 


Hollywood, June 29. 
editor at Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs! Joe Daniels, daugh- 
Sh RRR, 


booking manager there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jay Dratler, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, June 30. Father 
is a screen writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Daniels, daugh- 
ter, June 28, in Seattle. The mother, 


| Pearl Daniels, has been associated in 
way, with an eight-hour stopoff at | 


the offices of her husband, north- 
west booker. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gil Perkins, daugh- 
ter, in Los Angeles, June 26. Father 


is a film actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Syd Gaynor, son, 
July 2 in Los Angeles. Father is 
commercial manager at KHJ there. 

To Mr. and Mrs. John W. Riley, in 
Boston, June 27, a son. Father is 
assistant’ in drama and music depart- 
ment of Boston Globe. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene S. Thomas, 
son, July 3, in Brooklyn. Father is 
sales manager of WOR, New York. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Neigher, son, 


July 5, in Bridgeport. Father’s main- 


stem columnist on Bridgeport Her- 
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government. Fall opening planned. 
Playhouse is to function differently 
from the Palace of Fine Arts (Na- 
tional Theatre) as it will cater pri- 
marily to the proletariat. 

Instead of building a municipal 
theatre, the government intends to 
take over one of the several stage 
theatres here that have been just 





able to ward off the sheriff. 


probably, figures the chill its high 
prices give the clientele will be 
cooling enough this year. 

A new island nitery, the Knicker- 
bocker Yacht Club, has opened up 
next to the Pan-American Marine 
Terminal at Port Washington, L. L, 
with Guildo officiating as maitre 
d’hotel. The seafood and steaks of 





the Long Island Sound club, in sea- 


ald. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mack Raymond, son, 
in New York, June 24. Father is 
an artists’ representative; mother is 


sister of Frank -Mitchell (and 
Durant). 

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Miner, 
daughter, July 2, in New York. 


Father is stage director; mother is 
Frances Fuller, legit actress. 
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B Film Comics 





who don’t know how to poise a pinky 
alongside a teacup, but can trip over 
a rug or take a physical or verbal 
beating—and look funny doing it. 
Prevalence of straight comedies, 
musical comedies, and just plain old 
slapstick hoke on future production 
lineups carries a number of explana- 
tions. In one corner you hear, ‘war 
jitters have brought about a need | 
for escapist screen entertainment,’ | 
and such opinionists search back to 
the days of World War I and its 
comedy cycle to strengthen their 
point that upset world conditions al- 
ways result in a public demand for 
something to soften harsh realities. 
Sophistication-Sated 


But seemingly the more logical 
reason behind the popularity of the 
broad, slap-’em-down type of com- 
edy, aS advanced by other showmen, 
js that the public is tired of the so- 
phisticated dramas, played against 
elegant backgrounds, and polite 
drawing room love-making, which 
has been dished out during a long 
cycle. Those holding this opinion 
assert Hollywood must begin to bal- 
ance their heavier dramas with 
louder and funnier farces, instead of | 
the temporarily wornout light so- 
phistication. ' 

And because of this, with Abbott 
and Costello setting the pattern, the 
search is on for available comedians, 
preferably of the broad, burlesque 
type, who will be able to amuse film 
audiences with prattfalls, dressed-up 
Joe Millers and general clowning. 
Most sought is the ‘patsy’ comic, who 
will strike a sympathetic chord by 
his inferior appearance when taking 
a verbal and physical beating. from 
e smooth straight man. 

The crop is small, and of those who 
would jump at a film chance, few 
would be able to bring the burlesque 
technique to the screen in a satis- 
factory manner. The result is that 
old. tried and true favorites who 
have temporarily been on the film 
shelf because their style did not 
strike a current public fancy, will 
again find themselves sought after. 

Bearing out the predictions of the | 
new cycle now underway is Lou | 
Costello himself, who a few years 
ago was not considered right for} 
pictures. Any doubt as to the pres- 
ent popularity of Costello and his| 
partner, Bud Abbott, can _ be 
squelched by a look at the boxoffice | 
figures on their recent pictures. 

Chic and Oley Try Again 

To draw another example a good 
subject is the team of Ole Olsen and 
Chic Johnson, both of whom made 
an unhappy film try a few years ago. 
Jules Levey is backing his jutigment 
that the boys are now ripe for big 
film b.o. with a hefty chunk of pro- 
duction coin in bringing their stage 
success, ‘Hellzapoppin’, to the screen 
for Universal release. 

20th-Fox is gambling its coin on 

tan Laurel and Oliver Hardy with a 
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wartime comedy that it hopes will | 
in a measure match the success of | 
that earlier wartime favorite, ‘Shoul- 
der Arms’ (Chaplin). That studio} 
also figured another revival of the | 
stage perennial, ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ | 
this time with Jack Benny furnish- | 
ing the boxoffice magnet, should re- | 
sult in a heavy coin return. 
Paramount has its Bob Hope and, | 
while his pictures can’t be classed in | 
the burley comedy bracket, Hope’s 
easy delivery and dependence on} 
dialog laughs makes him a particu- | 
larly stout coin-getter in the cur-| 
rent market. Only a year or two ago, 
style, me’ ith | 
only -so success, “again pm 
the public’s desire for a good laugh, 
whether because of a need for es- 
capist entertainment or because they 
are just tired of the old cycle. 
RKO hopes to take full advantage 
of Ray Bolger’s comedy | talent 
which Hollywood so far has failed to 
fully recognize. Studio has 
taken an option on William 
young comedian from New York 
legit, and expects to route him 
through a number of comedy roles. 
That studio is also hoping the early- | 
day success of Victor McLaglen and | 
Edmund Lowe as ‘Capt. Flagg and | 
Sergeant Quirk’ can be recaptured 
with rough and ready similar char- | 
acters. The pair will be seen first | 
in ‘The Marines Are -Ready,’ and | 
if that catches the public fancy the | 
Studio is ready to repeat with sev- | 
eral other comedy service features in | 
the same vein. | 
Metro’s Pair of Zanys 
Metro has two comedians who are 
expected to get that big break in the 
new cycle. Rags Ragland and Red 
Skelton, burlesque and vaudfilm 
alumni, and studio is now eyeing 
Possible material that will show the 
boys to the best advantage. 
_, Regardless of the reasons behind 
the public’s current entertainment 
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Up Film Biz 
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inclination, Hollywood is checking 
into its story resources to be able 
to give the ticket buyers a generous 
supply of hoke melodrama, quip and 
physical comedy to meet today’s 
amusement cycle. 

















Eric Maschwitz 
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written with Armin Robinson (and 
for which Oscar Strauss had sup- 
plied the music), ‘The Loves of Dor- 
ian.’ Fernand Gravet was to be 
starred. Returning to England, 
Maschwitz held a number of gov- 
ernment jobs, taking time out to 
write and produce ‘New Faces,’ re- 
vue which ran in London from April, 
1940, to May, 1941. ‘Nightingale’ 
tune was from this show. 

Much of the time Maschwitz spent 
in the Army, assigned to the morale 
division. He arranged professional 
entertainment for the troops and 
also assisted in organizing the men 
to entertain themselves with ama- 
teur dramatics. With hundreds of 
thousands of domestic and colonial 


| soldiers under arms in England, but 


seeing no active fighting, morale is 
one of the War Ministry’s greatest 
problems. 

Decries Sensationalism 

Criticism in England and this 
country of British actors and writers 
who have remained in the United 
States rather than return under 
blitz conditions is drummed-up 
newspaper sensationalism, declared 
Maschwitz, who has been -through 
the entire Nazi aerial siege of Lon- 
don. There is little reason for these 
older Britons to return, he said, al- 
though he expressed great admira- 
tion for the younger Hollywoodites, 
live David Niven (now a major) and 
Richard Greene, who hurried back 
to the homeland for active duty. 

Only service of which the other 
players, such as Ronald Colman and 
C. Aubrey Smith, might be, said 
Maschwitz, would be to appear in 
British films, thus improving their 
quality and enabling them to earn 
more money in this country to pro- 
vide exchange. 

Although over 40 and not subject 
to duty, Maschwitz said he’d give 
no consideration to any Hollywood 
offers while here. He’s served nu- 
merous stretches in Coast studios in 
‘I'm too anxious to get 
back to .London,’ he declared, ‘and 
wouldn’t think of making any per- 
sonal profit while here.’ 

He said he had done no writing 
at all since the blitz started and that 
few other English writers had. “The 
times aren't conducive,’ he explained, 
‘after a day at an official job, then 


most of the night fighting fires or 
struggling through bomb - filled 
sleep.’ 


A Familiar Gotham Figure 

Maschwitz’s tall and = angular 
frame and bony face was well- 
known at the best. Manhattan hostel- 
ries and at the Stork, 2! and other 
popular hangouts during 
stopovers in New York on his way 
from London to Hollywood. Now 
he’s living in a modest, East Side 
flat almost on top of the Third Ave- 
nue Elevated and has almost 
consciously avoided the gay spots. 

‘Although I love New York more 
than London and I am a ‘spiritual 
New Yorker’ even when I'm not 
here, the thing that struck me most 


forcibly on my return,’ he asserted, | 


‘is the overstuffed luxury in which 
thie’ “‘s0-tatied smart set is living. 
Even though America is not in the 


would be foolish— 
these people seem so wasteful after 
watching the wonderful leveling out 
which has eliminated the 
in England. 

‘White ties and tails, especially on 
wealthy refugees, of which New 
York seems to have so many, ap- 
pears completely out-of-date. These 
people are living in a past which 
will never return. 

‘The war has brought about a so- 
cial revolution in England which 
would have taken 100 or 200 years 
in the normal course of events. I’m 
convinced it is to be something 
permanent. When the war ends, the 
government will probably go right 
on controlling industry. It won’t be 
communism or state socialism, but 
British socialism—like everything 
British, something unique molded to 
fit the needs of the country.’ 


process 





Edward Kay and Harry Tobias 
wrote three songs for ‘Sweet Six- 
teen’ at Monogram. Numbers are 
‘Let’s Do a Little Dreaming,’ “Look 
What You Have Done to Me,’ and the 


title song. 
ries 2 ©7 i’ 


~%* , t 5s 


ZIVIC MAKES A BUM 





By JACK PULASKI 

Fight between Pittsburgh’s Fritzie 
Zivic, welterweight champ, and Al 
Davis, from the Brownsville section 
of Brooklyn, was a flop in all de- 
partments at the Polo Grounds last 
Wednesday (2). Only thing the en- 
counter proved was that Davis didn’t 
belong in the same ring with Zivic. 
We was that much out-classed. 

Davis, who earned the nickname 
Bummy as a tough kid in a tough 
neighborhood, upheld the monicker 
as a boxer last week, He was re- 
garded as a ‘wonderful little charac- 
ter’ among supporters before the 
disgraceful meeting with the same 
Zivic at Madison Garden last win- 
ter, when Davis was ruled off ‘for 
life’ by the boxing commissioners. 
The re-match was arranged for the 
benefit of the Army Relief Fund, 
private Bummy getting a six-week 
furlough from a Texas camp because 
of the charity angle. 

When they first fought Davis de- 
liberately and repeatedly sent left 
hooks to foul territory and was dis- 
qualified. He later claimed that it 
was in retaliation to Zivic’s poking 
his thumbs in Bummy’s eyes in 
round one. Fritzie is no sweet po- 
tato, that’s certain, but he is a fin- 
ished boxer. 

In the 10th round Zivic planted a 
left to the body and that was the 
end. Question whether Davis quit 
or not. Looked like he did. The 
soldier put on an agonized expres- 
sion, dropped his arms and leaned 
back on the ropes. Referee Arthur 
Donovan stepped in and cal] it off. 
Bit previously he had rubbered at 
the red smear that Davis used for 
a face and warned he would stop the 
fight. Davis went down in the first 
round from a right smash and it 
looked like early curtains then. He 


didn’t cop one round and only 
landed his killer left hook a few 
times, most of the way tasting 


leather from Zivic’s mits. Davis was 
so badly battered that early this 
week he was taken to the King’s 
County Hospital, barely able to walk. 

There was an alibi for Davis, 
principally that he could not train 
down to fighting condition. Seems 
that the Brownsville baby let him- 
self go when ruled out from boxing 
and came north weighing 170 
pounds, a lot of flesh or fat for a 
21-year-old. He pared down under 
150 and had to stay above the wel- 
ter limit of 146 pounds, it being a 
non-title bout. 

Very’ slim crowd attended. Per- 
haps it was too close to the Louis- 
Conn match last month, but more 





frequent | 


un- | 


| likely that the fans out-guessed pro- 

moter Mike Jacobs, stands _ all 
| around the field being 
empty. Jacobs guaranteed $10,000 
to the soldier fund and for the first 
time in years went into the red. 


Cole Goes On 


Sioux City. July 8. 

After the city council had refused 
to allow the Cole Bros. Circus to 
show here July 4, matinee and night, 
Judge A. O. Wakefield issued a writ 
of mandamus ordering -the city 
| fathers to permit the performances. 

Council refused the license after 
Sam Pinkus, appearing for the River- 
side Amus. Co., protested against 
granting a permit. 








OUT OF BUMMY DAVIS 


practically | 








| Gohs’ White Mice | 
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ment. On board their ships they 


| war— and I think anyone who tried | have been raising and training white 
ito push her in 


|}mice. But this hasn’t been enough 
In a spirit of fun they have been 
toting their pets ashore in their 
|pockets, and when inside the the- 
latres have freed the mice, creating 
consternation aplenty among the 
feminine customers. They do plenty 
of screaming and squealing, and 
ltheir excited movements furnish the 
|gobs witn gobs of laughs 

Decorum goes by the boards, and 
everybody quits looking at the 


screen. The lights are switched on 


mice is launched by the staff. Which 
has a complication, too, where the 
theatres use girls and women as 


ushers. 

Most of the mice 
answer a whistle or call from their 
masters, but some prefer to linger 
in the theatre. Pat Dwyer, manager 
of the Family, Halifax. has been 
trying to capture three that are on 
the loose in that house. 
and cats and exterminating powders, 
the trained mice are foxy enough to 
avoid the pitfalls, and stay out of 
sight when the lights are on full 
blast, reappearing only in the semi- 


are trained to 





darkness. a © 
4 . ’ e % , 


in full and the attempt to catch the) 


Using traps! 
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STEEL PIER, A. C. 





shows to keep waiting lines of crowd 
|}in order. Picture was shown in the 


| wi theatre on pier. 


With eight shows skedded, acts al- | 
|ternated in skipping performances, | 


| Despite rainy Sunday, biz was tre- 
| mendous. 

Dinah Shore’s vocalizing of ‘Daddy,’ 
followed by “Things I Love,’ received 
| big hand. Girl wore becoming gown 
of chartreuse chiffon with scarlet- 
| fitted bodice and floor-iength shoul- 
der draperies of red and chartreuse. 
'Her ‘Hut Sut’ number made biggest 
; hit and she encored with ‘Yes, My 
| Darling Daughter.’ Would have 
added to act if Miss Shore had been 
' announced at appearance. 

Outstanding are the Ink Spots, 
who took over house with their har- 
| monies. In white tuxedoes and 
| white ties, boys sing ‘Do I Worry’ 
|followed by ‘Brown Girl,’ 
brought them tremendous applause. 
They came back with their perennial 
‘If I Didn’t Care,’ done with a smooth 


cello. They had to beg off despite 

Show opened with Gae Foster Girls 
in tuneful Scotch number, in which 
gals did some nice stepping in color- 
ful plaids. They were joined by Ben 
Yost Singers in trim, bright blue 
suits, who sang ‘There's a Great Day,’ 
which brought big response. There 
are good voices in this group of per- 
sonable young men and their imper- 
sonations of various popular radio 
broadcasts went over well. 

The Juvelys put over a lively ex- 
hibition of fine teeter board balanc- 
ing. Goodrich and Nelson, trim- 
looking gymnasts, got good hand 
with neat act and The Three Sailors 
won laughs for their rough and tum- 
ble antics and burlesk acrobats. 

Frank and Jean Hubert, in panto- 
mime of two inebriates in rumpled 
dress suits, clown through a rather 
long i5 minutes, with surprise at 
close when one removes hat and 
wig to show herself as a blonde gal. 

Frank Elliott’s Minstrels are 


ting with house orch ‘in rear: Gae 
Foster girls in red coats and Yost 
Singers in blue. Dick Dana did 
neat job of interlocutor in the mod- 
ern manner and comedy was sup- 
| plied by Pinkie Lee, Bobby Morris, 
Morton, Ryan and Benson. 

Show closed with 
with girls in long green skirts and 
red petticoats, white boleros and red- 
feathered headgear adding rhythmic 
tempo with bright, red gourds. 

Other attractions on pier included 
Benny Goodman’s band, Alex Bar- 
tha’s orch, circus, water sports and 








| film. Admission, 75c. Carter. 
EMBASSY, N. Y. 
° (NEWSREELS) 
New brightness seems to have 


overtaken the newsreels this week, 
with virtually all companies repre- 
sented by 
;} that shows imagination and a sense 
of humor. On the other hand, a 
; count reveals that of the 39 clips in 
| the program, including sports and 
| fashions, 31 are on war or defense. 

Even Vyvyan Donner’s fashion 
foctage (Fox) takes a military back- 
ground, the models being shown to 
the accompaniment of men and 
planes at Mitchel Field, L. I And 
likewise one of the sports clips, the 
gabe Ruth-Ty Cobb golf 
(Universal), has a defense 
ground inasmuch as its purpose was 
to raise coin for and publicize the 
United Service Organizations. 

Best of the bits of whimsy i 
Metro’s shots of soldiers experiment- 
ally being fed vitamin pills instead 
of meals. Reel then purports to 
show results—by speeding the film 
up as it pictures the soldiers on the 
march. They all walk like jack- 
rabbits. A Marine Corps recruiting 


stunt, but plenty toothsome, was the | 


taking of a score of Powers models 
to Quantico to meet the boy ind 
parade for them in bathing su U 

lensman did especially well in get- 
ting the expressions of the buck pri- 


vates as well as in catching the full- 
some cheesecake. A bit overgaged 
but good for a laugh, is RKO’s view 
of the National Youth Administra- 
tion’s builder-upper camp for re- 
jected draftees, It’s also very news- 
worthy. 

On the more serious 
highly interesting, are Fox’s 
|motion shots of Fort Tilden’s 16- 
inch coast defense guns firing. Ade- 
| quate warning by the commentator 
permits the audience to see the shell 
actually leave the muzzle. RKO ap- 
| pears to have muffed a good oppor- 
|tunity with its clips of Robin Moor 
survivors landing. Why not have in- 
terviewed one of the seamen instead 
of just having them stand around 
and lock dull? 

Par gets in a couple of nice for- 
eign entries with scenes from Eng- 
land of refugees home set up by J 
B. Priestley for evacuated London 
kids and more good human interes* 
{jn Princess Juliana, of Holland, and 
her husband and children 
lrefuge in Canada. Rest of the war 
stuff is pretty much routine. 

On the more prosaic side of life 


side, 


slow- 


* 


which | 


rhythm accompanied by guitar and | 


audience calls for favorite selections. | 


at- } 
tractively staged in half circle set- | 


snappy conga | 


a sparkling item or two} 


match 
| 
- l | 
back- 


and 


taking | 


House Reviews 
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| Par has excelled itself with fanciful 

weather footage—mostly out of the 
| morgue—to get a laugh out of the 
hot spell. On an old idea, showing 
snow shovelers and rainstorms when 
the weather is far from that, Par’s 
eaitors have done a masterful job 
for top results. Metro added a few 
shots on the subject that were good, 
| but more routine. 

RKO’s pandas in a Chicago zoo are 
noteworthy, too, while on the sports 
side Par neatly covers Joe DiMag- 
gio’s record-breaking triumph of hit- 
iting in his 45th game in a row, and 
Fox comes through well with foot- 
age of femme athletes. Herb. 


EARLE, WASE. 





Washington, July 6. 
Sybil Bowan, Gil Lamb, Nellie 
Arnaut and Brothers (3), Gloria 
Grant, Gae Foster house line (16), 
| Joe Lombardi and house orch; ‘Kiss 
the Boys Goodbye’ (Par). 








This one’s a smart and sophisti- 
cated revue intime, ideal as combo 
with picture some critics hinted is 
Hollywood’s idea of sophistication, 
Three acts feaiured are familiar, 
certainly, but all are above average 
and they’re presented to good ad- 
vantage. Show clocks short of an 
| hour, approximately 55 minutes, but 
|; moves so swiftly it seems even less. 

Gil Lamb, clever comic who is 
well known here, though he hasn’t 
| been around now since appearing in 
the Al Jolson show, ‘Hold Onto Your 
| Hats,’ scores solidly again in each of 
| his two appearances. First he’s. on 
| with a mad, satirical impression of a 
| jitterbug attending a Tommy Dorsey 
| stage show in a Broadway film house, 
then comes back later to set himself 
solidly with his hilarious comic por- 
trait of a rookie soldier. Both are 
routines ‘seen before, but still clicks. 

Sybil Bowan’s impressions are 
those she has done before, too, but 
that doesn’t stop them from being 
surefire. Starting with her Carmen 
Miranda, she builds through the 
Cockney bathing beauty girl and the 
| girl who’s been told she smiles like 
Gloria Swanson, to a smash finish 
with an impersonation of Bea Lillie 
| singing ‘Marvelous Party.’ 
| Arnaut turn is in same class with 
the others—familiar, but topnotch. 
Trick violin work of the trio, fol- 
lowed by the well-known impression 
of bird courtship, gets warm recep- 
| tion. Roxyettes have only two 
|; numbers in which they really work, 
| being used mid-show merely as 
background for Miss Bowan’s intro- 
| duction. They open with tricky Span- 
ish (or maybe South American) rou- 
tine ard close with strenuous stair 
| dance that winds up to socko cli- 
max. ‘Sing-a-Song-With-Mike’ audi- 





ence participation feature, led by 
Eileen Ritter, to open show, brings 
lon Gloria Grant. Attractive, dark- 
| haired lass, she leads audience in 
| community-sing version of ‘God Bless 
| America,’ returns for finale to close 
|show with same number. 

Biz good Sunday night (6). Mac. 


| Bobby Crawford 








ties. In addition he had $4,000 to 
$5,000 a week coming in from in- 
vestments in Schwab & Mandel mu- 
sicals. 


Tide Turns 


Shortly after the deal with War- 
ners, Crawford sailed for Europe and 
it was while he was there that the 
breaks started to tip the other way. 
Came the market crash, and in try- 
ing to save what he had on margin 
and on’ option Crawford tossed in 
practically all] of what he had left 
plus $225,000 that he b*rrowed from 
Dreyfus. 

In 1932 Crawford bought back the 


DeSylvia, Brown & Henderson cata- 
log from Warners for less than $100,- 
000 and went back into the music 


hing busines: The catalog be- 
came Dreyfus’ in 1938, and Crawford 
passed out of the music field. Later 
a talent agent in Holly- 
year and a half 
as a 


publis 


he became 
wood and about a 
he returned to 
part owner of ‘Separate Rooms.’ 
Among the creditors listed by 
Crawford are Max Dreyfus and the 
Maxdrey Corp., $225,000, Crawford 
| Music Corp., $147,717, U. S. Bureau of 
Interna! Revenue, $1,016, Bank of the 
United States, $17,339, John J. O’con- 
nor, c/o Words & Music, Inc., $3,500, 
Frank Orsatti, Hollywood agent, $2,- 
500. Ernest & Co., brokers, $12,000, 
Charles Bigelow, broker, $1,500, Alan 
| Dinehart actor and co-owner of 
| ‘Separate Rooms,’ $1,000, Estate of 
Joseph Penner, $1,000, Samuel Rosoff, 
$4,500, Samuel T. Haas, Cleveland at- 
torney, $6,000, Lew Brown and Ray 
Henderson, $3,700, Ben Stein, busi- 
ness manager, ‘Separate Rooms,’ $500, 
Mildred Henderson, $700, Roy L. 
Watkins, $700, Minnie McKinyon, 
| $116, and Schumer Theatrical Trans- 
fer Co. $394. ) 
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AND HIS ORCHESTRA featuring... 
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On the air for 
INTERNATIONAL SILVER CO. — CBS — SUNDAY 6:00-6:30 P.M., EDST 
EXCLUSIVE COLUMBIA RECORD ARTISTS — LATEST HIT “FLAMINGO” 
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